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ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 

BOOK IX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS. 

ipvom tjfte 9eatjft of Sjftat lo lit ttayti^tts of t^f Vm Vtitejs. 



CHAP. I. 



Concerning Jehoshaphat again ; how he consiittaed Judges, and, 
by God* 8 Assistance, overcame his Enemies. 

% 1. When Jehoshaphat the king was come to Jerusalem^ from 
the assistance he had afforded Ahab, the king of Israel^ when he 
fought with Benhadad^ king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met him, 
and accused him for assisting Ahab, a man both impious and 
wicked ; and said to him, that '^ God was displeased with him 
for so doing, but that he delivered him from the enemy, not- 
withstanding he had sinned, because of his own proper disposi^ 
tion, which was good/' Whereupon the king betooK himself to 
thanksgivings and sacrifices to God ; after which he presently 
went over all that country which he ruled round about, and 
taught the people, as well the laws which God gave them by 
Moses, and that religious worship that was due to him. He 
also constituted judges in every one of the cities in his kingdom, 
and charged them <' to have regard to nothing so much in judg- 
ing the multitude as to do justice, and not to be moved by 
bribes, nor by the dignity of men eminent for either their riches 
or their high birth, but to distribute justice equally to all, as 
knowing that God is conscious of every secret action of theirs/' 
When he had himself instructed them thus, and gone over every 
city of the two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He there also 
constituted judges out of the priests * and the Levites, and prin- 

* These jadges, coneiituted by Jehoshaphat, were a kind of Jerosaleiii Saohe- 
drioi, out of the priests, the Levites, and the principal of the people, both here 
and % CbfoD. xix. 8, much like the old Christian judieatures of the bishop, th« 
presbyters, the deacons, and the people. 
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2 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. B. IX. 

cipal persons of the multitude, and admonished them to pass all 
their sentences with care and justice. And that if any of the 
people of his CDuntry had differences of great consequence, they 
should send them out of the other cities to these judges, who 
would be obliged to give righteous sentences concerning such 
causes ; and this with the greater care, because it is proper that 
the sentences which are given in that city wherein the temple of 
God is, and wherein the king dwells, be given with great care 
and the utmost justice. New he set over them Amariah the 
priest, and Zebadiah [both] of the tribe of Judah ; and after this 
manner it was that the king ordered these affairs. 

2. About the same time the Moabites and Ammonites made 
an expedition against Jehoshaphat,' and took with them a great 
body of Arabians, and pitched their'camp at Engedi, a city that 
is situate at the lake Asphaltkis, and distant three hundred fur- 
longs from Jerusalem. In that place grows the best kind of 
palm-trees, and the opobalsamum ''^. Now Jehoshaphat heard 
that the enemies had passed over the lake, and had made an 
irruption into that country wUcb belonged to his kingdom ; at 
which news he was affrighted, and called the people of Jerusa- 
lem to a congregatioii in the tempk; and standing over against 
the temple itself, he called upon God ** to afford him power 
and strength, so as to inflict punishment on those that made this 
expedition against them (for that those who built this his temple 
had prayed that be would protect that city, and take vengeance 
on those that were so bold as to come against it), for they are 
come to take from us that land which thou hast given us for a 
possession." When he had prayed thus, he fell into te^rs ; and 
the whole multitude, together with their wives and children^ 
made their supplications also. Upon which a certain prophet, 
Jahazaleel by name, came into the midst of the assembly, and 
cried out and spake both to the multitude and to the king, that 
God heard their prayers, and promised to fight against their 
enemies. He also gave order that the king should draw his 
forces out the next day, for that he should nnd them between 
Jerusalem and the ascent of Engedi, at a place called the Emi- 
nence; and that be should not fight against them, but only stand 
still, and see how God would fight against them. When die 
prophet had said this, both the king and the multitude fell upon 
their faces, and ^ave thanks to God, and worshiped him ; and 
the Levites continued singing hymns to God with their instru- 
ments of music. 

3. As soon as it was day, and the king was come into that 
wilderness which is under the city of Tekoa, he said to the mul- 
titude, that '^ they ought to give credit to what the prophet had 

* Coacerni^g this pisecious bftlNMR, sec tb« note oa AMb). B« viti. chap. vU 
sect. 6. 
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said, and not to set themselves in array for fighting, but to set 
the priests with their trumpets/ and the Levites, with the singers 
of bjninsy to give thanks to Gdd, as Kavii^g alr^y deiiVbred bur 
country from our enebnies." This bpinioti of the king pleased 
[the people]^ and they did what he advised (hem to do. So 
God caused a terror and a commotion to arise among the Am-p 
monites, who thought one another to be enemies^ ana slew one 
another, insomuch that not one man out of so great an army 
escaped ; and w^en Jehoshaphat looked upon that valley where* 
in the enemies had been encamped, and saw it full of dead men^ 
he rejoiced at so surprising an event as. was this assi(&tance pf 
God, while he himself, by his own power,, and without their 
labour, had given tnem.the victory. He also gave his anuy 
leave to take the prey of the enemies' camp, and tp spoil their 
dead bodies ; and indeed so they did for three (Jays together^ tili, 
they were weary, so great was the number of the slain ; and on, 
the fourth day all the people were gathered together unto a cer* 
tain hollow place or valley, and blessed God for his power and 
assistance, from which the place had this name given it, Thfi 
valley of [Beractiahy or] blessing. 

4. And when the king had brought his army back to Jerusa« 
lem, he betook himself to celebrate festivals, and offer sacrifices^ 
and this for many days. And, indeed, after this destruclson of 
their enemies, and when it came to the ears of the foreign r\2u 
tions, they were all greatly affrighted, as supposing tliat God 
would openly fight for him hereafter. So Jehoshaphat from 
that time lived in great glory and splendour, on account of hi^ 
rig^hteousness and his piety towards God. He was also in friend- 
ship with Ahab's son, who was king of Israel ; and be joined 
with him in the building of ships that were to sail to Pontus^'^i 
and the traffic cities of Hirace ; but he failed of his gains, for 
the ships were destroyed by being so great [and unwieldly] ; on 
which account he was no longer concerned about shipping* And 
this is the history of Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem. 

* What are here PdMAi and 77kr<iM,its thie places wbitbet JebosbapUat^s fleet 
Bailed, are in our other copies Ophfr and TartUah^ and the place whence it sailed 
ia in them Eziongeber^ which lay on the Red Sea, whence it was impo^sihle for 
any ships to sail to Pontus or Thrace; so that Josephus^s copy differed from our 
other copied, as is farther plain from his o«vn words, which render Y^hkt We read'« 
that the ships were broken at Etiongeberj from their unwieldly greatnesf. But so 
far we may conclude, that Josephus thought one OpAt'r to be somewhere in th# 
Mediterranean, and not in the South Sea, though perhaps there might be anotheif 
Ophir in that South Sea also, and that fleets mis;ht then sail bpth from Phoenicia 
and from the Red Sea to fetch the gold of Ophir, 
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4 ANTIQUITIES OF THB JE1VS. B. IX. 

CHAR It 

Concerning Ahaziahj the King of Israel; and again concern- 
ing the Prophet Elijah. 

§ I. And now Alp^iah, the son of Ahab reigned over Israel, 
and made his abod6 in Samaria. He was a wicked man, and in 
all respects like to both his parents, and to Jeroboam, who first 
of all transgressed, and began to deceive the people. In the 
Second year of his reign, the king of Moab fell off from his obe- 
dience, and left off paying those tributes which he before paid 
to his father Ahab. Now it happened that Ahaziah, as he was 
coming down from the top of his house, fell down from it, and 
in his sickness sent to the Fly*, which was the god of Ekron, 
for that was this god's name, to inquire about his recovery. But 
the God of the Hebrews appeared to Elijah the prophet, and 
commanded him to go and meet the messengers that were sent, 
and to ask them " Whether the people of Israel had not a God 
of their own, that the king sent to a foreign god to inquire about 
his recovery ; and to bid them return and tell the king, that he 
would not escape this disease.'* And when Elijah had per- 
formed what God had commanded him, and the messengers 
bad heard what he said, they returned to the king immediately; 
and when the king wondered how they could return so soon, and 
asked them the reason of it, they said, that a '^ certain man met 
them, and forbade them to go on any farther, but to return and 
tell thee, from the command of the God of Israel, that this dis- 
ease will have a bad end." And when the king bid them de- 
scribe the *man that said this to them, they replied, " That he 
was a hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle of leather." 
So the king understood by this that the man who was described 
by the messengers was Elijah ; whereupon he sent a captain to 
faim, with fifty soldiers, and commanded them to bring Elijah to 
faim ; xind when the captain that was sent found Elijah sitting 
upon the top of a hill, he commanded him to come down, and 
to come to the king, for so he had enjoined, but that in case he 
refused, they would carry him by force. Elijah said to him, 
** That you may have a trial whether I be a true prophet, I will 
pray that firef may fall from heaven, and destroy both the sol* 

* This god ofjlies seems to have been so called, as was the like god among ihp 
Greeks, from his supposed power over flies in driving them away from the flesh 
of their sacrifices, which otherwise woirtd have been very troublesome to them. 

f It is commonly esteemed a very cruel action of Elijah's, when he called for 
fire from heaven, and consumed no fewer tlian two captains and a hundred sol- 
diers, and this for no other crime than obeying the orders of their king, in at- 
tempting to seize him; and it is owned by our Saviour that it was an instance 
of greater severity than the spirit of the New Testament allows, Luke, ix. 54. 
But then we must consider, that it is not unlikely that these captains and soldiers 
believed that they were sent to fetch the prophet, that he might be put to death 
for foretelling the death of the king, and this while the^ knew him to be the pro- 
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diers and yourself.'^ So he prayed, and a whirlwind of fire fell 
[from heaven], and destroyed the captain and those that were 
with him. And when the king was informed of the destruction 
of tliese men, he was very angry, and sent another captain, with 
the like number of armed men that were»sent before. And 
when this captain also threatened the pro^et, that unless he 
came down of his own accord, he would take mm and carry him 
away; upon his prayer a|[ainst him, the fire [from heaven] slew 
this captain as well as the other. And when, upon inquiry, the 
king was informed of what happened to him, he sent out a third 
captain. But when this captain, who was a wise man, and of a 
mild dispo»tion, came to the place where Elijah happened to 
be, and spake civilly to him ; and said, <' That he knew that it 
was without his own consent, and only in submission to the 
kingV command that he came to him ; and that those that came 
before did not come willingly, but on the same account; he 
therefore desired; him to have pity on those armed men that were 
with him ; and that he would come down and follow him to the 
king.^' So Elijah accepted of his discreet words and courteous- 
behaviour, and came down and followed him. And when he 
came to the king, he prophesied to him, and told him that *' God 
said, since thou hast despised him as not being God, and so 
unable to foretell, the truth about thy distemper, but hast sent 
to the god of Ekron to inquire of him what will be the end of 
this thy distemper, know this, that thou shalt die.*' 

2. Accordingly the king in a very tittle time died, as Elijah 
had foretold ; but Jehoram his brother succeeded him in the 
kingdom, for he died without children ; but for this Jehoram he 
was like his father Ahab in wickedness, and reigned twelve 
y^rs, indulging himself in all sorts of wickedness and impiety 
towards God ; for, leaving off his worship, he worshiped foreign 
gods, but in odier respects he was an active man. Now at this 
time it was that Elijah disappeared from among men, and no 
one knows of his death to this very day ; but he left behind him 
his disciple Elisha, as we have formerly declared. And indeed, 
as to Elijah and as to Enoch, who was before the deluge, it is 
written in the sacred books .that they disappeared, but so that 
nobody knew that they died. 

phet of the true God, the supreme king of Israel (for they were still under the 
theocracy), which was no less than impiety, rebellion, and treason in the highest 
degree. * Nor would the command of a subaltern, or inferior captain contra- 
dicting the commands of the general, when the captun and soldiers both Icnew 
it to be so, as I suppose, justify or excuse such gross rebellion and disobedience 
in soldiers at this day. Accordingly, when Saul commanded his guards to slay 
Ahimelech and the priests at Nob, they knew it to be an unlawful command, 
and would not obey it, 1 Sam. xxii. 17. From which cases both officers and 
soldiers may learn, that the commands of their leaders or kings canpot justify 
or excuse them in doing what is wicked in the sight of God, or in fighting in an. 
nnjust eauie when they know it to to be. 
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CHAP. IIL 



How Joram and Jehoshaphat made an Expedition against the 
Moabites; a^ aim concerning the Wonders ofElisha, and the 
Death of JehoBhaphat* 

%h Whsn Joram had takea .tq>oD hiai the kuigdom, he deteiw 
xMBed to maike an espctditioo against the king of Moab, whose 
Hftm^ Viis Meaba; for, as we told you before, he was departed 
from hU ohedienee to bis brother [Afaiatah], while he paid to 
bie father Ahab two hundred thousand sheep, with diev fleeoea 
of wool* WbeiQ> therefore, be had gathered lus own armj toge^ 
tber, be sent also to ]}ehoshaphat, and entreated him, that smce 
he bad from the beginning been a friend to his fotber, hewoold 
%9|ist him in the war that be was entering into against the Moab« 
ites, who bad departed from their obedience; who not only 
himself promiaed to assbt him, but would abo oblige the king 
of Edwi, who was under bis authority, to make the same expe» 
4ition also. When Joram had received these assurances of as^ 
^stance from Jehoshaphat, he took his army with him, and came 
to Jerusalem; and when he had been sumptuously entertained 
by the king of Jerusalem, it was resolved upon by them to take 
Iheir march against liieir enemies through the wilderness of 
Edom ; and when they had taken a compass of seven days' jour* 
ney, diey were in distress for want of water for the cattle and 
for the army, from the mistake of their roads by the guides ibat 
conducted them, insomuch that they were all in an agony, espe* 
cially Joram; and cried to God, by reason of their sorrow, 
and [desired to know] what wickedness had been committed by 
tbemy that induced him to deliver three kings togeth^, without 
fighting, unto the king of Moab. But Jehoshaphat, who was a( 
righteous man, encouraged him, and bid him send to the camp, 
and know whether any prophet <^ God was come along wilh 
themi that we might by him learn from God what we should do« 
And when one of the servants of Joram said that he had seen 
tbere EUsha, the son of Shaphat, the disciple of Elijah, the 
three kings went to him at the entreaty of Jehoshaphat; and 
when they were come at the prophet's tent, which tent was 
pitched out of the camp, they asked him, " What would be- 
come of the army f" and Joram was particularly very pressing 
with him about it. And when he replied to him, that " he 
should not trouble him, bpt go to his father's and motlier'a 
prophets, for they [to be sure] were true projAets," he still 
desired him to prophesy and to save them. So he swore by 
God, that he would not answer him, unless it were on account 
of Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and righteous man ; and when, 
at his desire, they brought him a man that could play on the 
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psalteiy, thetli^ii^ spirit <iiime'Upoii hini^ as the music pleyeif^ 
and be commanded them to dig matiy Ireftche^ i» the vatiey; 
•*for/' smd he, ** though there appeal* neither cloud-,. nor wind, 
nor stortn of rain, ye shall see this river full of water, till the 
army and the cattle be saved for you by drinking of it ; fior will 
diis be aS the favour that you shall receive from God, but you 
diall also ovel'come ybur exiettlies, and take the l^est and strongest 
cities' of the Moabites, and' you sfealt tx^ (fown their fruit 
trees*, and by waste their country, ahd stop- up^ their fountains 
and rivers. 

2. When the prophet had said this, the next day, before the 
wm was- riteti> a great torrent ran atrongly ; for God had caused 
It to rain very plentifbHy at the distance- of three d^yS journey 
in Edom, so that the army and the cattle found water to drink 
in abundance. But when the Moabites heard that the three 
kings were eommg upon them, and miide their approach tbrongh 
the wilderness, the king of Moab gathered his army together 
presently ; and commanded them tb pitch their camp upon the 
mountains, that when the enemies should attempt to enter their 
country, they might not be concealed from them. But when at 
jdie rising of the, sun they saw the& waler inthe tfirrent, for it was 
aot far from th» tend ^ Moab, s^ that it waa of th^ colour of ^ 
blood, for at such a time the waier QS{ie(HaIIy looks red, by the 
shining of the sun upon it, they formed a false notion of .th^ 
state of their enemies, as if they had slain one another for thirst^; 
and that the river ran with their blood. However, supposin£[ 
that this was the case,, they desired their king would send them 
out to spoil their enemies^ whei^eupon they all went in haste, 
as to an advantage already gained, aiid came to the enemies 
camp, as supposing them destroyed already. But their hope de- 
ceived them, for as their enemies stood round about them^ some 
of them were cut to pieces, and others of them were dispersed, 
Imd fled to their own country. And when the kings fell into 
the land of Moab, they overthrew the cities that were in it, and 
spoiled their fields, and marred them, filling them with stones out 
of the brooks, and cut down the best of their trees, and stopped 
up their fountains of water, and overthrew their walls to their 
fouiidations. Biit the king of Moab, when be was pursued, 
endured a siege, and seeing his city in danger of being over- 
thrown by foKce, m^de a saOy, and went out with seven hundred 

* This practice of cutting down or plockiag up by tbe roots the fratt trees, 
ivas fort>iddeD, eveftin ordinary wan, by the lew of Mosei, Deut. xx. 19, 20, 
and only attowed by God in tliis panticiilar oase^ wben'tho Moabites were to be 
piwished and col off in an extraordinary manner for (heir wiclLednesSk See 
Jet. xWiii. 11, 18, 18, and naay the like propliesies against them. Nothing 
could therefore justify this practice but a particular commission from- God by 
his ppophfis, as ia the present case, whicb was ever a sufficient warrant for 
breaking any such ritual ov oereaof ^ law wbMaoevep. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



e ANTIQUITIES OF T^U JEWS. B« IX* 

men, in order to break through the enemies camp with his horse* 
men, on that side where the watch seemed to be kept most neg^ 
Ugently ; and when upon trial he could not get away, for be 
lighted upon a place that was carefully watched, he returned 
into the city, and did a thing that showed despair and the utmost 
distress ; for he took his eldest son, who was to reign after him, 
and lifting him up upon the wall that he might be visible to all 
the enemies, he offered him as a whole burnt-offering to God ; 
whom, when the kings saw, they commiserated the distress that 
was tlie occasion of it, and were so affected, in way of hun^nity 
and pityj that they raised the siege, and every one returned to 
his own house; So Jehoshaphat came to Jerusalem, and conn 
tinned in peace there, and outlived this expedition but a little 
time, and then died, having lived in all sixty years, and of them 
reigned twenty-five. He was buried in a magnificent manner 
in Jerusalem, for he had imitated the actions of David. 



CHAP. IV. 

Jehoram mcceeds Jehoshaphat: how Joram, his Namesakef 
King of Israel, fot^ht with the Syrians ; and what Wonders 
were done by the Prophet Elisha, 

% 1. Jehoshaphat had a good number of children ; but he ap- 
pointed his eldest son Jehoram to be his successor, who had 
the same name with his mother's brother, that was king of 
Israel, and the son of Ahab. . Now when the king of Israel 
was come out of the land of Moab to Samaria, he had with him 
Elisha the prophet, whose acts I have a mind to go over par- 
ticularly, for they were illustrious, and worthy to be related, as 
we have them set down in the sacred books. 

2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah *, Ahab's steward, 
came to him, and said, that *' he was not ignorant how her husr 
band had preserved the prophets that were to be slain by Jeze- 
bel, the wife of Ahab ; for she said that he hid a hundred of 
them, and had borrowed money for their maintenance, and that 
after her husband's death she and her children were carried 

* lliat this womftfi whtf cHed to £ltsfaa, abd who in oar Bible is styled tJie 
tet/« ofwM of th» sons of the prophets, 8 Kings, iv. 1, was no otiier titan tbe 
ividow of Obadiali, tiie good steward of Aliab, is confirmed by the Cbaldee pa- 
rapbrast, and by tbe Rabbins and others. Nor is that nnlilKely which Josefrtius 
here adds, that these debts were contracted by her husband for the snpport of 
those hundred of the Lord's prophets whom he matnUdntdhy fiftjf in acovd, in the 
days of Ahab and Jezebel, 1 Kings, xviii. 4, which circumstances rendered it 
highly fit that the prophet Elisha should provide her a reipedy,and enable her to 
redeem herself and her sons from the fear of that slavery which insolvent debtors 
were liable to by the law of Moses^ Levit. xxv. 39 ; Jdatt. zviii. %b\ which h« 
did accordingly, with God^s help^ at the expense of a miracle. 
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away to be made slaves by the creditors ; and she desired of bim 
to. have mercy upon her on account of what her husband did^ 
and afford her some assistance/' And when he asked her what 
she bad in the house, she said, nothii^ but a very smaU quantity 
of oil in a cruise. So the prophet bid her go away, and borrow 
a great many empty vessels of her neigh^urs,.and when she 
had shut her chamber door, to pour the oil into them all ; for 
that God would fill them full. And when the woman had done 
what she was commanded to do, and bade her children bring 
every one of the vessels, and all were filled, and not one left 
empty, she came to the prophet, and told him that they were 
all full : upon which he advised her to go away, and sell the oil, 
and pay the creditors what was owing to them, for that thcffe 
would be some surplus of the price of the oil, which she might 
make use of for the maintenance of her children. And thus did 
Elisha discharge tlie woman's debts, and free her from the vexa* 
tion of her creditors. 

3. * Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joram, and exhorted 
him to take care of that place, for that therein were some Syrians 
lying in ambush to kill him. So the king did as the prophet exr 
horted him, and avoided his going a hunting. And when Ben- 
hadad missed of the success of his lying in ambush, he was 
wroth with his own servants, as if they had betrayed his am- 
bushment to Joram, and be sent for them, and said they were 
the betrayers of his secret counsels ; and he threatened that he 
would put them to death, since such their practice was evident, 
because he had entrusted this secret to none but them, and yet 
it was made . known to his enemy. And when one that was 
present said, that ''he should not mistake himself, ,nor suspect 
that they had discovered to his enemy his sending men to kill 

« Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects that there is no small defect 
in onr present copies of Josephus, jast before the beginning of this section, and 
that chiefly as to that distinct account which he had given us reason to expect in 
the first section, and to which he seems to refer, chap. viii. sect. 6, concerning 
the glorious miracles which Elisha wrought, which indeed in our Bibles are not 
a few, 2 Kings, iv. — iz. but of which we have several omitted in Josephus's pre- 
sent copies. One of those histories, omitted at present, was evidently in his 
Bible, I mean that of the curing of Naaman's leprosy, 2 Kings, v. for he plainly 
alludes to if, B. iii. chap. xi. sect. 4, where he observes, '^ that there were lepers 
in many nations who yet have been in honour, and not only free from reproach 
and avoidance, but who have been great captains of armies, and been intrusted 
with high offices in the commonwealth, and have had the privilege of entering 
into holy places and temples." But what makes me most to regret the want of 
that history in our present copies of Josephus is this, that we have here, as it is 
commonly understood, one of the greatest difficulties in all the Bible, that in 
S Kings, V. 18, 19, when Naaman, after he had been miraculously cured by a 
prophet of the true God, and had thereupon promised, verse 17, that ** he would 
henceft>rth oifer neither burnt-offerings nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the 
Lord, adds. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my-master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth upon my hands, and 
I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardoitthy servant in this 
thing. And Elisha said. Go in peace.'* This looks like a prophet's permission 
for being partaker in idolatry itself, not of compliance with an idolatrous court. 
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4liiii, but tbttt he ougkt to know tkat it wn» EKsba Ibe pfophet, 
who di»coiKered alt to him^ vhd laid open all his couiMeis/' So 
he gSLte oitier that they should send 9otoe to l«ftrn m what citj 
Elisha dwelt. Accordingly, those that were ient brought word, 
that he was io Dothan : wherefore Benhadad sent to that eity It 
great army, with horses and chariots to tate Elisba; so the|f 
encompassed the city routid about by night, And kept him 
themivi cotifined ; but when the prophet's serrant in the mom^- 
ing perceived thia, and that his enemies sought to take Efisha, 
he came running, and crying ont after a disordered manner to 
him, and told him of it; buthe encouraged him, and bki him 
not be afraid, and to despise the enemy, and trust in the assist* 
anceof God, and was himself without fear; and he besought 
Gpd to make manifest to hi» servant bis power said presence, so 
far as was possible, in order to the inspiring him with hope and 
eourage^ Accordingly Gk)d heard Ae prayer of the prophet, 
and made the servant see a multitude of chariots afifd' horses ew- 
compassing Elisha, till he laid aside his fear, and his courage 
revived, at the sight of what he supposed was come to their as* 
sistanee. After this Elisha chd farther entreat God^ that he 
would dim the eyes of their enemies, and cast a mist before them> 
whereby they Hiigbt not discern him. When this wasdone,he went 
into the midst ol his enemies, and asked them who it was that 
they eame to seek ; and when th^y replied^ the propWet Elisha, 
he {promised he wouH deliver hini to them, if they would follow 
him to the city where he was. So these men were so darkeiwsd 
by G^ in their sight and in theit mind, that they followed him 
very diligently ; And when Elisha had brought them to Samaria> 
be ordered Joram the king to shut Ae gates, and to place his 
own army round about them ; and prayed to God to clear the 
eyes of these their enemies, and take the mist frpm before them. 
Aecordingly when they were freed from the obscurity they had 
been in, they saw themselves in the midst of their enemies ; and 
as the Syrians were strangely amazed and distressed, as was but 
reasonable, at an action so divine and surprising ; and as king 
Joram asked the prophet, if he would give him leave to shoot 
at them ; Elisha forbade him so to do ; and said^ that " it is just 
to kill those that are taken in battle, but that these men had done 
the country no harm, but, without knowing it^ were come thither 
by the divine power." So that his counsel was to treat them 
ia au hospitable manner at his table, and then send them away 
without hurting them *.^' Wherefore Joram obeyed the prophet ; 

* UpoA occasioo of this KtrsUagem oi £tifllia*» in JoMpboB, w«e may lake no- 
tice, that although Joaepbus was one of the greatest lovers of truth in the world, 
yet in a just war he seems to have bad no manner of scruple upon him by aU 
such stratagems possible to deceive public enemies. See this Josephns's account 
of Jeremiah's imposition on the great men of the Jews in somewhat a like case, 
.4iuiq. B. Xf ch. vii. sea* 6, and 2 Sato. zri. 16, &c. 
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and whipiti4ie bad feasted the %riaias in a splendid and nmgnifi-. 
centBianner^ be let them %o to Benhadad their king. 

4. Now wheti these men were come back, and had showed 
Benhadad how strange an accident bad befallen them, and what 
i|n appearance and p^wer thej bad experienced of the God of 
larael, he wondered at it, as also at that prophet with whoni 
God was so evidently present ; so he determined to make no 
more secret attempts upon the kii^ of Israel, out of fear of 
Elisha, but resolved to make open war with them, as supposing 
he could be too hard! for his enemies by the multitude of his 
army and power* So he made an expedition with a great army 
against Joram, who not thinking himself a match for him, shut 
himself up in Sounaria, and d^>ended on the strength of its 
wails ;, but Benhadad supposed he should, take the city, if not 
by his engines of war> yet that he should overcome the Samari- 
tans by famine; and the want of necessaries, and brought his 
army upon theni, and besieged the city ; and the plenty of ne- 
cessaries Was brought so low with Joram, that from the extre- 
mity of wiNit aq ass's head was. sold in Samaria for fourscore 
pieces of silver, and '^ Hebrews bought a Sextary of dove^s 
dun^ instead of salt, for five pieces of silver. Now Joram was 
in fear lest somebody should betray the city to the enemy, by 
reasbn of the famne, and went every day round the walls and 
the guards' to see whether any such were concealed among 
them; and being thus seen, and taking such care, he deprived 
them of the opportunity of contriving any such thing ; and if 
tfiey had a mind to do it^ he by this means prevented them; 
but upon a certain woman's crying out, "Have pity on me, my 
lord,'^ while he thought that she was about to ask for somewhat 
to eat, he imprecated God's curse upon her, and said. He had 
neither threshing-floor nor wine presses, whence he might give 
her any thing at her petition." Upon which she said, " She 
did not desire bis aid in any such thing, nor trouble htm about 
food, but desired that he would do her justice as to another 
woman." And when he bftde her say on, and let him know 
what she desired, she said, ** She had made an agreement with 
the other vfoman, who vras her neighbour and her friend, that 
* because ttie femine and the want was intolerable, they should 
kill their children, each of them having a son of her own, and 
we will live upon them ourselves for two days^ the one day upon 
one son, and the other day upon the other ; and, said she, I have 
killed my son the first day, and we Kved upon my son yesterday, 
but this other woman will not do the same thing, but hath brokeQ 
her agreement and hath hid her son/' This story mightily grieved 
Joram when he heard it ; so he rent his garment, and cried out 
with a loud voice, and conceived gr(&at wrath against EUsba the 
prophet, and set himself eagerly to have him slain, because he 
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did not pray to God to provide tbetn some exit 1^ sivay of e«* 
cape out of the miseries with which thi9y were surroundedy and 
sent one away immediately to cut off his head, who made haste 
to kill the prophet ; but Elisha was not unacquaiot^d with the 
wrath of the king against him ; for as he sat in his bouse by 
himself, with none but his disciples about him, he told them that 
J.oram, who was the son of a murderer "'^y had sent oue to take 
away his head : but, said he^ ** when be that is commanded to do 
this comes, take care that you do not let him come in, but press 
the door against him, and hold him faist there, for the king him- 
self will follow him, and come to me, having altered his mind/' 
Accordingly they did as they were bidden, when he that was 
s^nt by the king to kill Elisha came; but Joram repented of bis 
wrath against the prophet, and for fear he that was conunanded to 
kill him should have done it before he came, he made baste to 
.hinder his slaughter, and to save the prophet: and when he 
came to him, he accused him that he did not pray to God fee 
their deliverance from the miseries they now lay under, but 
saw them so sadly destroyed by them. Hereupon Elisha pro* 
niised, that the very next day, at the very same hour in which 
the king came to him, they should have great plenty of food, 
and that two scabs of barley should be sold in the market for a 
shekel, and a seah of fine flour should be sold for a shekel. This 
prediction made Joram and those that were present very joyful, 
they did not scruple believing what the prophet said, on acr 
count of the experience they had of the truth of his former 
predictions ; and the expectation of plenty made the want diey 
were in that day, with the uneasiness that accompanied it, ap^ 
pear a light thing to them : but the captain of the third band, 
who was a friend of the king's, and on whose hand the king 
leaned, said, *' Thou talkest of incredible things, O prophet ! for 
as it is impossible for God to pour down torrents of barley, or 
fine flour, out of heaven, so is it impossible tliat what thou say- 
est should come to pass/' To which the prophet made this 
reply, '' Thou shah see these things come to pass, but thou shalt 
not be in the least a partaker of them." 

5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold came to pass in the 
manner following: There was a law in Samaria f, that those 
that had the leprosy, and whose bodies were not cleansed from 

* fbis son of a murderer was Joram, the son of Abab ; which Abab slew, or 
permitted bis wife Jezebel to slay the Lord*! prophets, and Naboth, 1 Kings, 
zviii. 4 ; xzi. 19 : and he is here called by this name, I suppose, because be bad 
^ow also himself sent an officer to murder him ; yet is Josephus's account of Jo- 
ram*s coming himself at last, as repenting of bis intended cruelty, much more 
probable than that in our copies, 2 Kings, vi. SS, which rather implies the cod- 
trary. 

f This law of the Jews, for the ezclnsion of the lepers out of the camp in the 
wilderness, and out of cities in Judea, is a known one, Lev. liii. 46 { and 
Num. V. 1—4. 
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it^ should alMde without the city ; and there were four men that 
on this account abode before the gates, while nobody gave them 
any food, by reascMi of the extremity of the famine : and as they 
were prohibited from entering into ,the city by the law> and they 
considered that if they were permitted to enter, they should mi^ 
serably perish by the famine, as also, that if they stayed where 
they were, they should suffer in the same manner, they resolved 
to deliver themselves up to the enemy, that in case thev shonld 
spare them, they should live ; but if they should be killed, that 
would be an easy death. So when they had confirmed this their 
resolution, they came by night to the enemies' camp. Now God 
had begun to affright and disturb the Syrians, and to bring the 
noise of chariots and armour to their ears, as though an army 
were coming upon them, and had made them suspect that it 
was coming nearer and nearer to them. In short, they were in 
such a dread of this army, that they left their tents, and ran to- 

S ether to Benhadad, and said, that ** Joram the king of Israel 
ad hired for auxiliaries both the king of Egypt and the king of 
the islands, and led them against them, for Uiey heard the noise 
of them as they were coming." And Benhadad believed what they 
said (for there came the same noise to his ears^ as well as it did 
to theirs); so they fell into a mighty disorder and tumult, and 
left their horses and beasts in their camp, with immense riches 
also, and betook themselves to flight ; and those lepers who had 
departed from Samaria, and were gone to the camp of the Sy- 
rians, of whom we made mention a little before, when they 
were in the camp, saw nothing but great quietness and silence, 
accordingly they entered into it, and went hastily into one of the- 
tents, and when they saw nobody there, they eat and drank, and 
carried garments, and a sreat quantity of gold, and hid it out of 
the camp ; after which they went into another tent, and carried 
off what was in it, as they did at the former, and this did they 
four several times, without the least interruption from any body ; 
so they gathered thereby that the enemies were departed ; where- 
upon they reproached themselves that they did not inform Jo- 
ram and the citizens of it. So they came to the walls of Sa- 
maria^ and called aloud to the watchmen, and told them in what 
state the enemies were, as did these tell the king's guards, by 
whose means Joram came to know of it; who then sent for his 
friends, and the captains of his host, and said to them, that '^ he 
suspected that this departure of the king of Syria was by way 
of ambush and treachery, and that out of despair of ruining you 
by famine, when you imagine them to be fled away, you may 
come out of the city to spoil their camp, and he may then fall 
upon you on a sudden, and may both kill you, and take the city 
without fighting; whence it is that I exhort you to guard the 
city carefully, and by no ipeans to go out of it^ or proudly to 
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de8|^i96 your enemies^ a$ though they were really ffmt awdy.^ 
Aod wheo a'CertaiU person said» that '* he did very well and; 
wisely to admit such a* suspiciou, but that he still advised him 
to send a couple of horsemen to search all the country, as far 
as Jordan, that if they were seized by an ambush of the enemy^ 
they might be a security to your army, that tfa^y may not go oul 
as lif they suspected nothing, nor undergo the like misfortune; 
wd (iaid he) those horsemen may be numbered among those 
that have died by the fsKnine, supposing they be caught by the 
enemy/' So die king was pleased with thii opinion, and sent 
.such as might searc^h out the truths who performed their jouk'sey. 
over a road that wad without any enemies, but found it full of 
provisions and <tf weapons, that they had therefore thrown o-way^ 
and left behind thedd, in order to their being light and expedif 
tiou9 in their ffight When the king heard this, he sent out the 
multitude to take the spoils of the camp ; which gain of theirs 
Mras not of things of small value, but they took a greit quantity 
of gold, and a great quantity of silver, and flocks of jUI kmds of 
cattle. They also possessed tliemselves of [so many] ten thou*' 
salid measikres of wheat and barley as they never in the least 
dreamed of ^ and were not only freed from their former mise* 
ries, but had such plenty, that two seahs of barley were bought 
for a ^ekel, and li. seah of fine flour for a shekel, according to 
the prdphecy of Elisba. Now a seah is equal to an Italian mo* 
dius and a half* Hie captain of the third band was the oaly 
man that received no benefit by this plenty; for as he waa 
appointed by the king to oversee the gate, that he might prevent 
the too great crowd of die multitude, and they might not en- 
danger one another to perish, by the treading on one another 
in tbe press, he suffered himself in that very way, and died in 
that very manner, as Elisha had foretold such his deiath, when 
he alone of them all disbelieved what he had said concerning 
that plenty of provisions which they should soon have. 

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of Syria, had escaped 
to Damascus, and understood that it was God himself that cast 
all his army into this fear and disorder, and that it did not 
arise from the invasion of enemies, he Was mightily cast down 
at his havuig God so greatly for his enemy, and fell into a 
distemper. Now it happened that Elisha the prophet, at that 
time, was gone out of bis own toutitry to Damascus, of which 
Benhadad was informed ; he sent Hazael, the most faithful of 
all his servants, to meet him, and to carry him presents, aiMl 
bade him inquire of bhn about his distemper, and whether he 
should escape the dangers that it threatened* So Hazael came 
to Elisha with forty camels that carried, the best and most pre- 
cious fruits that the country of Damascus afforded, as well a» 
those which the king's palace supplied. He saluted him kindly^ 
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and 8aidy that ^* he was sent to him by king Benhadad, and 
brought presents with him, in Order to inquire concerning his 
distemper, whether he should recover from it or not ?" Where- 
upon the prophet bid him tell the king no melancholy news, 
but still he said he would die. So the king's servant was 
troubkd to hear it ; and Elisha wept also^ abd bis tears tan 
ck>wn pienteoiisly at his Foresight of what miseries his people 
wouid undergo after the death of Benhadad, And when Ha- 
zael ask^ him, what was the occasion of tbis confusion be was 
in? he said, that ^'he wept out of his commiseration for tbcf 
multitude of the Israelites, and what terrible miseries tbey will 
suffer by thee ; for thou wilt slay the strongest of them, dtid 
il^ilt bum their strongest cities, and will destroy their children, 
and dash them against the stones, and wilt rip up their women 
with child/' And when Hazael said, ^^ How can it be that I 
should have power enough to do such things f" The pkx)phet re- 
plied, '^ that God had informed him that he should be king of 
Syria/' So when Hazael was come to Benhadad, he told him 
good news concerning his distemper^ ; but oti the next day 
be spread a wet cloth, in tbe nature of a net, over liikn, and 
strangled him, and took his dominion. He was an active man, 
and had the good will of the Syrians, and of the people of Da- 
mascus, to a great degree ; by whom both Betihadad himself, 
and Hazael, wbo ruled after him, are honoured to this day as 
gods, by reason of their benefactions, and their building them 
temples, by which they adorned the city of the Damascens. 
They ako every day do with great pomp pay their worship t0 
tbese kings f, and value themselves upon their antiquity ; nor do 
they know that these kings are much later than they imagine, and 
that they are not yet eleven handred years old. Now- when 
Joram, the king of Israel, heard that Benhadad was dead, b^ 
recovered out of the terror and dread he had been in on his 
account, and was very glad to live in peace. 

* Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazael king of Syria binuelf^ as he wa» 
en^ipowered to do, I Kings, zix. 15, it wat most prol^bl^ now done, in his namdi, 
by his servant and successor Elisha : nor does it seem to me otherwise, bat that 
Benhadad immediately recovered pf bis disease, as the prophet foretold ; and 
that Hazael, upon bis being anointed to succeed him, thoagh he ought to have 
staid till he died by the co«ne of nature, or some other way of dUiue punishment^ 
as did David for many years in tbe like ease, was too impatient, and the verjr next 
day smothered or strangled him, in order to come direcAy to the succession. 

f What Mr. Le Clerc pretends here, that it is more probable that Hazael and 
his son Mr ere worshiped by the Syrians, and people of Damascus, titt the days at 
Josepbus, than Benhadad aad Hazael, because under Benhadad they had greatly 
suffered, and because it is almost incredible, that both a king, and that king's 
murderer, should be worshiped by the same Syrians, is of tittle force against 
those records out of which Josepbus drew this history, especially when it is likely 
that they thought Benhadad died of tbi^ distemper he laboured under, and not by 
HazaeVs treachery. Besides, the reason that Josepbus gives for this adoration, 
that these two kings had been great benefactors to the inhabitants of Damascus, 
and had bnilt them temples, is too remote from the political suspicions of 
Le Clerc ; nor oaght such weak suspicions to be deemed of any force againsi 
authentic testimonies of antiquity. 
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CHAP. V. 

Concerning the Wickedness of Jehoram^ King of Jerusalem. 
His Defeat and Death. 

§ 1. Now JehoraiDy king of Jerusalem, for we have said before 
diat he had the same name with the king of Israel, as soon 'as 
he had taken the government upon him, betook himself to the 
slaughter of his brethren, and his father's friends, who were go« 
vemors under him, and thence made a beginning, and a demon^ 
stration of his wickedness ; nor was he at all better than those 
kings of Israel who at first transgressed against the laws of their 
country and of the Hebrews, and against God's worship ; and 
it was Athaliab) the daughter of Ahab, whom he had married, 
who taught him to be a bad man in other respects, and also to 
worship foreign gods. * Now God would not quite root out this 
family, because of the promise he had made to David. However^ 
Jehoram did not leave off the introduction of new sorts of cus- 
toms, to the propagation of impiety, and to the ruin of the customs 
of his own country. And when the Edomites about that time 
had revolted from him, and slain their former king, who was in 
subjection to his father, and had set up one of their own choosing, 
Jehoram fell upon the land of Edom, with the horsemen that 
were about him, and the chariots, by night, and destroyed those 
that lay near to his own kingdom, but did not proceed farther. 
However, this expedition did him no service, for they all re- 
volted from him, with those that dwelt in the country of Libnah. 
He was indeed so mad as to compel the people to go up to the 
high places of the mouutains, and worship foreign gods. 

£. As he was doing this, and had entirely cast his own coun- 
try laws out of his mind, there was brought him an epistle from 
Elijah * the prophet, which declared that '< God would execute 
great judgments upon him, because he had not imitated his own 
Others, but had followed the wicked courses of the kin^s of 
Israel ; and had compelled the tribe of Judah, and the citizens 
of Jerusalem, to leave the holv worship of their own God, and 
to worship idols, as Ahab had compelled the Israelites to do, 
and because he had slain his brethren, and the men that were 
good and righteous. And the prophet gave him notice, in this 
epistle, what punishment he should undergo for these crimes, 
namely, the destruction of his people, with the corruption of the 
king's own wives and children ; and that he should himself die 
of a distemper in his bowels, with long torments, those his 

* This epistle, in some copies of Josephns, is said to come to Joram from 
Elijah, with this addition, for he was yet upon earthy which could not be troe of 
Elijah, who, as all afi;ree, was gone from the earth about fonr years before, and 
oould only be true of EHsha ; nor perhaps is there any more mystery here, than 
that the name of Elijah has very anciently crept into the text instead of Elisha* 
by the copiers, there being nothing in any copy of that epistle peculiar to Elijah. 
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bowels falling out by the violence of the inward rottenness of 
the parts, insomuch, that though he see his own misery, he 
shall not be able at all to help himself, but shall die in that 
manner." This it was which Elijah denounced to him in that 
epistle, 

3. It was not long after this that an army of those Arabians 
that lived near to Edbiopia, and of the Philistines, fell upon the 
kingdom of Jehoram, and spoiled the country and the king's 
house. Moreover, they slew his sons and his wives ; one only 
of his sons was left him, who escaped the enemy ; his name was 
Ahaziah : after which calamity he himself fell into that disease 
which was foretold by the prophet, and lasted a great while (for 
God inflicted this punishment upon him in his belly, out of his 
wrath against him), and so he died miserably, and saw his own 
bowels fall out. The people also abused his dead body ; I 
suppose it was because they thought that such his death came 
upon him by the wrath of God, and that therefore he was not 
worthy to partake of such a funeral as became kings. Accord- 
ingly they neither buried him in the sepulchres of his fathers, 
nor vouchsafed him any honours, but buried him like a private 
man, and this when he had lived forty years, and reigned eight. 
And the people of Jerusalem delivered the government to his 
son Ahaziah. 



CHAP. VL 

How Jehu was anointed King; and slew both Joram and 
Ahaziah ; as also what he aid for the Punishment of the 
Wicked. 

% 1. Now Joram, the king of Israel, after the death of Benha- 
dad, hoped that he might now take Ramoth, a city of Gilead, 
from the Syrians. Accordingly he made an expedition against 
it with a great army ; but as he was besieging it, an arrow was 
shot at him by one of the Syrians, but the wound was not mor- 
tal ; so he returned to have his wound healed in Jezreel, but left 
his whole army in Ramoth, and Jehu the son of Nimshi for 
their general ; for he had already taken the city by force ; and 
he proposed after he was healed, to make war with the Syrians. 
But Elisha the prophet sent one of his disciples to Ramoth, 
and gave him holy oil to anoint Jehu, and to tell himi, that God 
had chosen him to be their king. He also sent him to say other 
things to him, and bid him to take his journey as if he fled, that 
when he came away he might escape the knowledge of all men. 
So when he was come to the city, he found Jehu sitting in the 
midst of the captains of the army, as Elisha had foretold he 
should find him. So he came up to him, and said, that he de< 
VOL. n. c 
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^red to speak with him %bout certain natters ; and when he 
was arisen and had followed him into an iilwaid chamber, the 
young man took Uie oil and poured it on his head^ and said 
dial; *' God ordained him to |)e king^ in order to his destroying 
the House of Abab, and that he might revenge the blood of the 
prophets that were unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so their house 
might utterly perish, as those of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and of Baasha, had perilled for their wickedness, and no seed 
might remain of Ahab's family." So when be had said this, he 
went away hastily out of die chamber, and endeavoured not to 
be seen by any of the army. 

2. But Jehu came out, and went to the place where he be* 
fore sat with the captains: and when they asked him, and 
desired him to tell them, wherefore it was that this young man 
came to him i and added withal, that he was mad ; he replied, 
<^ You guess right, for the words he spake were the words 6f a 
madman :" and when tb^y were eager abcHit the matter, and 
desired he would tell them, he answered, that God had eaid, ^' he 
had chosen him to be king over the multitude." When he had 
said this, every one of them put off his garment*, and strewed 
ijt under him, and blew with trumpets, and gave notice that Jehu 
was king. So when be had gotten the army together, he was 
preparii^ to set out immediately against Joram, at the city of 
Jezreel, in which city, as we said l^fore, he was healing of the 
wound which he liad received in the siege of Ramoth. It hap- 
pened also that Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, was now come to 
Joram, for he was his sister's son, as we have said already, to 
see how he did after his wound, and this upon account of their 
kindred : but as Jehu was desirous to fall upon Joram and those 
with him on the sudden, he desired tli;at none of the soldiers 
might run away, and tell to Joram what had happened, for that 
this would be an evident demonstration of their kmdness to him, 
and would show that their real inclinations were to make him 
king. 

3. So they were pleased with what be did, and guarded the 
roads, lest somebody should privately tell the thing to those that 
were at Jezreel. !Now Jehu took his choice horsemen, and sat 
upon his chariot, and went on for Jezreei, and when he was 
- come near, the watchmen whom Joram had set there to spy 
out such as came to the city, saw Jehu marching on, and told 
Joram that he saw a troop of horsemen marching on. Upon 
which he immediately gave orders that one of his horsemen 
should be sent out to meet them, and to know who it was that 
was coming. So when the horseman came up to Jehu, he asked 
him in what condition the army was ? for that the king wanted 

* Spanheim here notes, that this patting off men's garments, and strewing them 
iiiider a king, was an eastern custom which he had elsewhere explained. 
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to know it ; but Jehu bid him not at all to meddle with suph 
matters, but to follow bim. When the watchman saw this, he 
told Joram that the horsemari had mingled himself among the 
company, and came along with them. And when the king had 
sent a second messenger, Jehu commanded him to do as the 
former did ^ and as soon as the watchman told this also to Jo« 
ram, he at last got up on his chariot himself, together widi Aha* 
ziah, the king of Jerusalem ; for, a« we said before, he was there 
to see how Joram did, after he had been wounded, as being his 
relation. So he went out to meet Jehu, who maiched slowly*, 
and in good order ; and when Joram met him in th^ field of 
Naboth, he asked him if all things were well in the camp ? But 
Jehu reproached him bitterly, and ventured to call his mother a 
witch and a harlot. Upon this the king fearing what he intended^' 
and suspecting he had no good meaning, he turned his chariot 
about as soon as he could, and said to Ahazidi, We are foi^ht 
against by deceit and treachery. But Jehu drew his bow, and 
smote him, the arrow going through his heart. So Joram fell 
down immediately on his knee, and ^ave up the ghost. Jehu 
also gave orders to Bidkar, the captain of the third part of his 
army, to caist the dead body of Joram into the field of Naboth, 
putting him in mind of the prophecy which Elijah prophesied to 
Ahab his father, when he had slain Naboth, that both he and 
his family should perish in that place, for that as they sat behind 
Ahab^s chariot, they heard the prophet say*so^ and that it wa» 
now come to pass according to nis prophecy. Upon the fall of 
Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of his own life, and turned his cha^ 
riot into another road, supposing he should not be seen by Jehu; 
but he followed after him, and overtook him at a certain 
acclivity, and drew bis bow, and wounded him ; so he left his 
chariot, and got upon his horse, and fled from Jehu to Megiddo, 
and though he was under cure, in a little time he died of thai 
wound, and was carried to Jerusalem, and buried there, after he . 
had reigned one year, and had proved a wicked man, and worse 
than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel adorned 
herself and stood upon a tower, and said ^' He was a fine ser- 
vant that had killed his master.'' And when he looked up to 
her, he asked who she was, and commanded her to con>e down 
to him. At last he ordered the eunuchs to ^ow her down 

^ Oor copies say, that thU " driving of the chariots was like the driving of 
Jehti the sod of Ninosbi ; for he driveth forioosly/' 2 Kings, ix. SO; whereas J'o- 
sephus's copy, as he understood it, was this, that, on the contrary, Jehu marched 
slowly, and in good order. Nor can it be denied, that since there was interval 
enough for lung Joratn to send out two horsemen, one after another, to Jehu, 
and at length to go out with Icing Ahaziah to meet bim, and all this after he was 
come within sight of the watchman, and before he was come to Jezreel, the pro* 
bability is greatly on^he side of Josepbas's copy or tnterpretatioo. 

C 2 
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from the tower ; and being thrown down^ she besprinkled the 
wall with her bloody and was trodden upon by the horses, and 
so died. When this was done, Jehu came to the palace with 
his friends, and took some refreshment after hb journey, both 
with other things, and by eating a meal. He also bid his ser- 
vants to take up Jezebel and bury her, because of the nobility 
of her blood, for she was descended from kings ; but those that 
were appointed to bury her found nothing else remaining but 
the extreme parts of her body, for all the rest were eaten by 
dogs. When Jehu heard this, he admired the prophecy of Eli- 
jah, for he foretold that she should perish in this manner at 
Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up in Samaria. So 
Jehu sent two epistles, the one to them that brought up the 
children, the other to the rulers of Samaria, which said, '^ that 
they should set up the most valiant of Ahab's sons for king, for 
that they had abundance of chariots, and horses, and armour, 
and a great army, and fenced cities, and that by so doing they 
might avenge the murder of Ahab/* This he wrote to try the 
intentions of those of Samaria. Now when the rulers and those 
that had brought up the children, had read the letter, they were 
afraid ; and considering that they were not at all able to oppose 
him, who had already subdued two very great kings, they re- 
turned him this answer, '^ that they owned him for their lord, 
and would do whatsoever he bade them."' So be wrote back to 
them such a reply as enjoined them to obey what he gave order 
for, and to cut off the heads of Ahab^s sons, and send them to 
him. Accordingly the rulers sent for those that brought up the 
sons of Ahab, and commanded them to slay them, to cut off 
their heads, and send them to Jehu. So they did whatsoever 
they were commanded, without omitting any thing at all, and 
put them up in wicker baskets, and sent them to Jezreel. And 
when Jehu, as he was at supper with bis friends, was informed 
that the heads of Ahab's sons were brought, he ordered them to 
make two heaps of them, one before each of the gates ; and in 
the morning he went out to take a view of them, and when he 
saw them, be began to say to the people that were present, that 
'^ he did himself make an expedition against his master [Joram] 
and slew him, but that it was not him that slew all these : and 
he desired them to take notice, that as to Ahab's family, all 
things had come to pass according to God's prophecy, and his 
house was perished, according as Elijah had foretold." .And 
when he had farther destroyed all the kindred of Ahab that 
were found in Jezreel, he went to Samaria ; and as he was 
upon the road, he met the relations of Ahaziah king of Jerusa- 
lem, and asked them, whither they were going ? they replied, 
that they came to salute Joram, and their own king Ahaziah,' 
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for they knew not tbat he had slain them both : so Jehu gave 
orders that they should catch these, and kill them, being in 
number forty-two persons. 

6. After these, there met him a good and righteous man, 
whose name was Jehonadaby and who had been his friend of 
old. He saluted Jehu, and began to commend him, because 
he had done every thing according to the will of God, in extir- 
pating the house of Ahab. So Jehu desired him to come up 
into his chariot, and make his entry with him into Samaria: 
and told him, that ^^ he would not spare one wicked man, but 
would punish the false prophets, and false priests, and those 
that deceived the multitude, and persuaded them to leave the 
worship of God Almighty, and to worship foreign gods ; and 
that it was a most excellent and most pleasing sight to a good 
and a righteous man to see the wicked punished/' So Jehon^i- 
dab was persuaded by these arguments, and came up into Jehu's 
chariot, and came to Samaria. And Jehu sought out for all 
Ahab's kindred, and slew them. And being desirous that none 
of the false prophets, nor the priests of Ahab's god, might es- 
cape punishment, he caught them deceitfully by this wile : for 
he gathered all the people together and said, that ^' he would 
worship twice as many gods as Ahab worshiped, and desired 
that his priests, and prophets, and servants, might be present, 
because he would offer costly and great sacrifices to Ahab's 
god, and that if any of his priests were wanting, they should be 
punished with death." Now Ahab's god was called Baal: and 
when he had appointed a day on which he would offer those 
sacrifices, he sent messengers through all the country of the 
Israelites, that they might bring the priests of Baal to him. So 
Jehu commanded to give all the priests vestments ; and when 
they had received them, he went into the house [of Baal}, with 
his friend Jehonadab, and gave orders to make search whether 
there were not any foreigner or stranger among them, for he 
would have no one of a different religion to mix among their 
sacred offices. And when they said that there was no stranger 
there, and they were beginning their sacrificeis, he set fourscore 
men without, they being such of his soldiers as he knew to be 
most faithful to him, and bid them slay the false prophets, and 
now vindicate the laws of their country, which had been a long 
time in disesteem. He also threatened, that if any one of them 
escaped, their own lives should go for them. So they slew them 
all with the sword ; and burned the house of Baal, and by that 
means pui^ed Samaria of foreign customs [idolatrous worship]. 
Now this Baal was the god of the Tynans ; and Ahab,*in order 
to gratify his father-in-law, Ethbaal^ who was the king of Tyre 
and Sidon, built a temple for him in Samaria, and appointed 
him prophets, and worshiped him with all sorts of worship^ 
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although when this god was deniotuhed, Jehu pematted the 
Israelites to worship the golden heifers. However, because he 
had done thus, and taken care to punish the wicked, God fore« 
told by his prophet, that his sons should reign over Israel for 
four generations : and in this ccmdition was Jehu at this time. 



CHAP. VIL 

How Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem for fioe \jdx\ Years, 
when Jehoiada the High Priest slew her, and made Jehoash, 
the Son of Ahaiiahy King. 

% 1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, heard of the 
death of her brother Joram, and of her son Ahaziah, and of the 
ro^al family, she endeavoured that none of the house of David 
might be left alive, but that the whole family might be extermi- 
nated, that no king might arise out of it afterward ; and, as she 
thought, she had actually done it ; but one of Ahaziah's sons 
was preserved, who escaped death after the manner following: 
Ahaziah had a sister by the same father, whose name was Jeho^^ 
sheba, and she was married to the high priest Jehoiada. She 
went into the king's palace, and found Jehoash, for that was the 
litde child's name, who was not above a year old, among those 
that were slain, but concealed with his nurse ; so she took him 
with her into a secret bedchamber, and shut him up there, and 
she and her husband Jehoiada brought him up privately in the 
temple six years, during which time Athaliah reigned over Je- 
rusalem, and the two tribes. 

2. Now, on the seventh year, Jehoiada communicated the 
matter to certain of the captains of hundreds, five in number^ 
and persuaded them to be assisting in what attempts he was 
making against Athaliah, and to join with him in asserting the 
kingdom to the child. He also received such oaths ifrom them 
as are proper to secure those that assist one anotlier froni the 
fear of discovery ; and he was then of good hope that they 
should depose Athaliah. Now those men whom Jehoiada the 
priest had taken to be his partners went into all the country, and 
gathered together the priests and the Levites, and the heads of 
the tribes out of it, and came and brought diem to Jerusalem, 
to the high priest. So he demanded the security of an oath of 
them, to keep private whatsoever he should discover to them 
which required both their silence and their assistance. So when 
they had taken the oath, and had thereby made it safe for him 
to speak, he produced the child that he had brought up of the 
family of David, and said to them, " This is your king, of that 
house which you know God hath foretold should reign over 
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^u for dU time to come : I exhort jou tbertfore dkat one tlik d 
part of you giMurd him Id the temple, and that a feuith part keep 
watch at all the gates of the temple, and that the next part of 
you keep guard at the gate which opens ^nd leads to the king's 
palace, and let the rest of the multitude be unarmed in the tem- 
ple, and let no armed person go into the temple, but the priest 
only. He also gave them this order besides, that a part of the 
priests and the Levites should be about the king hmiseif, and be 
a guard to him, with their drawn swords, and to kill that man 
immediately, whoever he be, that should be so bold as to enter 
armed into the temple ; and bid them be afraid of nobody, but 
persevere in guarduig the kiog/' So these men obeyed what 
the high priest advised them to, and declared the reality of their 
resolution by thekr actions* Jehoiada also opened that armoury 
which David had made in the temple, and distributed to the 
captains of hundreds^ as also to the priests and Levites^ all the 
s]>ears and quivers, and what kind of weapons soevier it con- 
tained, and set them armed in a circle round about the temple, 
90 as to touch otie another's haads^ and by that means excluding 
those from entering that ot^ht not to enter. So they brought 
the child into the midst of them^ and put on biili the royal 
crown, and Jehoiada anointed him with the oil, and made him 
king ; and the multitude rejoicec^ ami nulde a Hoise, and cried 
*' God save the king r 

3^ When Atbaliah unexpectedly heard the tunmlt and the 
acclamations, she was greatly disturbed in her tnind, and sud- 
denly issued out of the royal palace wkh her own almy ; and 
when she was come to the temple, the priests received her, but 
as for those that stood round about the temple, as they were 
ordered by the high priest to do, they hindered die armed men 
that followed her from going in. But when Athaliah saw the 
child standing upon a pillar, with the royal crown upon bis 
head, she rent her clothes, and cried out vehemently, and com- 
manded [her guards] to kill him that had laid snares for her, and 
endeavoured to deprive her of the government. But Jehoiada 
called for the captains of hundreds, and commanded them to 
bring Athaliah to the valley of Cedron^ and slay her there, for 
he would not have the temple defiled with the punishments of 
this pernicious woman ; and he gave order, that n any one came 
near to help her, he should be sldn also; wherefore those ibal 
had the charge of her slaughter, took hold of ber, and led her to 
the gate of the king's mules, and slew her there. 

4. Now as soon as what concerned Athaliah was by this 
stratagem, after this manner dispatched, Jehoiada called toge« 
ther the people and the armed men into the temple, and made 
them take an oath, that they would be obedbnt to the king, and 
take care of his safety, and of the safety of his government ; after 
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1/vbicb he obliged the king to give security [upon oath] that he 
would worship >Gody and not transgress the laws of Moses. 
They then ran to the house of Baal, which Athaliah and her 
husband Jehoram had built, to the dishonour of the God of 
their fathers, and to the honour of Ahab, and demolished it, 
and slew Matan, that had his priesthood. But Jehoiada in- 
trusted the care and custody of the temple to the priests and 
Levites, according to the appointment of king David, and en- 
joined them to bring their regular burnt-offerings twice a day, 
and to offer incense according to the law. He also ordained 
some of the Levites, with the porters, to be a guard to the tem^ 
pie, that no one that was defiled might come diere. 

5. And when Jehoiada had set these things in order, he, with 
the captains of hundreds, and the rulers, and all the people, took 
Jehoash out of the temple into the king's palace, and when he 
had set him upon the king's throne, the people shouted for joy, 
and betook themselves to feasting, and kept a festival for many 
days ; but the city was quiet upon the death of Athaliah. Now 
Jehoash was seven years old when he took the kingdom : his 
mother's name was Zibiah, of the city Beersheba. And all the 
time that Jehoiada lived, Jehoash was careful that the laws 
should be kept, and very zealous in the worship of God ; and 
when he was of i^e, he married two wives, who were given to 
him by the high priest, by whom were bom to him both sons 
and daughters. And this much shall suffice to have related con- 
cerning king Jehoash, how he escaped the treachery of Athaliah, 
and how he received the kingdom. 



CHAP. vni. 

Hazael makes an Expedition against the People of Israel, and 
the Inhabitants of Jerusalem, Jehu dies, and Jehoahaz suc- 
ceeds in the Government, Jehoash, the King of Jerusalem, 
at first is careful about the Worship of God, but afterwards 
becomes impious, and commands Zechariah to be stoned. 
When Jehoash [King of Judah"] was dead, Amaziah suc- 
ceeds him in the Kingdom, 

§ 1. Now Hazael, king of Syria, fought against the Israelites, 
and their king Jehu, and spoiled the eastern parts of the coun- 
try beyond Jordan, which belonged to the Reubenites and Ga- 
dites, and to [the half tribe o/] Manassites ; as also Gilead and 
Bashan, burning and spoiling, and offering violence to all that 
he laid his hands on, and this without impeachment from Jehuy 
who made uo haste to defend the country when it was under this 
distress : nay, he was become a contemner of religion, and a 
despiser of holiness, and of the laws ; and died when he had 
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reigned over the Israelites twenty-seven years. He was buried 
in Samaria; and left Jehoahaz his son his successor in the 
government. 

£. Now Jehoash, king of Jerusalem, had an inclination to 
repair the temple of God; so he called Jehoiada, and bid him 
send the Levites and priests through all the country, to require 
half a shekel of silver for every head, towards the rebuilding and 
repairing of the temple, which was brought to decay by Jeho« 
ram, and Athaliah, and her sons. But the high priest did not 
do this, as concluding that no one would willingly pay that 
money ; but in the twenty-third year of Jehoash's reign, when 
the king sent for him and the Levites, and complained that they 
had not obeyed what he enjoined them, and still commanded 
them to take care of the rebuilding the temple, he used this 
stratagem for collecting the money, with which the multitude 
was pleased. He made a wooden chest, and closed it up fast 
on ail sides, but opened one hole in it; he then set it in the 
temple beside the altar, and desired every one to cast into it, 
through the hole, what he pleased, for the repair of the temple. 
This contrivance was acceptable to the people, and they strove 
one with another, and brought in jointly large quantities of silver 
and gold : and when the scribe and the priest that were over 
the treasuries had emptied the chest, and counted the money in 
the king's presence, they then set it in its former place, and thus 
did they every day. But when the multitude appeared to have 
cast in as much as was wanted, the high priest Jehoiada, and king 
Jehoash, sent to hire masons and carpenters, and to buy large 
pieces of timber, and of the most curious sort; and when they 
had repaired the temple, they made use of the remaining gold 
and silver, which was not a little, for bowls, and basons, and 
cups, and other vessels ; and they went on to make the altar 
every day fat with sacrifices of great value. And these things 
were tdken suitable care of as long as Jehoiada lived. 

3. But, as soon as he was dead (which was when he had lived 
one hundred and thirty years, having been a righteous and in 
every respect a very good man, and was buried in the king's 
sepulchres at Jerusalem, because he had recovered the kingdom 
to the family of David), king Jehoash betrayed his [want of] 
care about God. The principal men of the people were cor- 
rupted also together with him, and offended against their duty, 
and what their constitution determined to be most for their good. 
Hereupon God was displeased with the change that was made 
on the king, and on the rest of the people, and sent prophets 
to testify to them what their actions were, and to bring them to 
leave off their wickedness: but they had gotten so strong an 
affection, and so violent an inclination to it, that neither could 
the examples of those that had offered affronts to the laws, and 
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had b^eo 90 severely punisbedy tbey and tlieir entire fatBoHhB, oor 
could the fear of what the prophets now for^toM briog them to 
repentance, and turn them back from theu- course of trances- 
sion to their former duty. But the king commanded that Zedia- 
riafa, the squ of the high priest J^oiada, should be stoned to 
deadi in the temple, and forgot the. kindnesses he had received 
from his father; for when God had appointed him to prophesy, 
be stood in the midst of the multitude, and gave thiaf counsel to 
Ih^n, and to the king, that they should act righteously; and fore^ 
lold to them, that if they would not hearken to his admonitions, 
they should suffier a h^vy punishment: but as Zedaariah waa 
ready to die, be appealed to God as a vntaess of what be suf- 
fered for the gooid counsel he had given them, asd how he 
perished after a most severe and violent manner for the good 
deeds bis father had done to Jehoash. 

4. However^ it was not long before the king Sufficed punish" 
ment for his transgression; for when Hizael, king of Syria, made 
an irruption into his country, and when he bad overthrown Gath, 
and spoiled it, he oiade an expedition against Jerusalem; upon 
which Jehoash was afraid, and emptied all the treasurer of God, 
and of the kings [^before him], and took down the gifts that had 
been dedicated [in the temple], and sent them to the king of 
Syria, and proeured so much by them^ that he was not besieged^ 
nor bis kingdom quite endangered, but Hazael was induced by 
the greatness of the sum of money not to bring his army agaitiat 
Jerusalem ; yet Jehoash fell into a severe distemper, and waa 
set iipoa by his friends, in order to revenge the death of Zecha^ 
riah, the son of Jeboiada. These laid sntoes for the king, and 
slew him* He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, but not in thti 
royal sepulchres of his forefathers, because of his impiety. He 
lived forty^seven years, and Amaziah his son succeeded him in 
the kingdom. 

5. In the ofie-and-twentieth year of the repgn of Jehoash, 
Jehoafaaz, the son of Jehu, took the government of the Israel- 
ites in Samaria, and held it seventeen years. He did not [pro* 
perly] imitate his father, but was guilty of as wicked practices 
as those that first had God in contempt : but the king of Syria 
brought him low^ and by an expedition against him did so greatly 
reduce his forces that there remained no more of so great an army 
than ten thousand armed men and fifty horsemen. He also took 
away from him his great cities, and n^any of them also, and de* 
stroked his army. And these were the things that the people of 
Israel suffered, according to the prophecy of Elisha, wlien he 
foretold that Hazael should kill his master, and reign over the 
Syrians and Damascens. But when Jehoahaz was under such 
unavoidable miseries, be had recourse to prayer and supplica- 
tion to God, and besought him to deliver him out of the hands 
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Qf Hasmel, iwd aot overlook lam, and give *hiin up iato kk 
bande. Accordingly God accepted of his repentance instead of 
virtue, and beii^ desirous rather to admoiiish those that might 
repent) apd not to deteraiiae that they should be utterly de* 
stroyed, he granted him deltveriHice from war and dangers. So 
the country^ having obtained peace, returned again to its ibrfiseff 
conditi<>n» and flourished as bef<»e* 

6. Now after the death of Jeho^a2, his son Joash took the 
kingdom^ in the thirty-seventh year of Jehoasfai the king of the 
tril^ of Judah. This Joash then took the kingdom of Israel in 
Samaria, for he had the same name with the king of Jerusalem^ 
and he retained the kingdom sixteen years. He was a good man, 
and in his disposition was not at all like to his father*. JH&w 
at this time it was, that when Elisfaa the prophet, who was 
already very old, and was now fallen into a disease, the King 
of Israel came to visit htm ; and when he found him very near 
death, he began to weep in his sight, and lament, ^* to call him 
his father, and his weapons, because it was by his means that he 
never made use of his weapons against his enemies, but that he 
overcame his own adversaries by his prophecies, widioiit fight- 
ing ; and that he was now depiurtii]^ this life, and leaving him 
to the Syrians, that were already armed, and to other enemies 
of his that were u»fer their power; so 1^ said, it was not safe 
for him to live any longer, but that it would be well for him to 
hasten to his end, and depart out of this life with him/' As the 
king was thus bemoaning himself, Elisha comforted him, and 
bid the king bend a bow that was brought him ; and when the 
king had fitted the bow for shooting, Elisha tock hold of his 
hands, and bid him shoot ; and when he had shot three arrows 
and then left ofi^, Elisha said, ^ If thou hadst shot more arrows^ 
thou hadst cut die kingdom of Syria up by the roots, but since 
thou hast been satisfied with shooting three times only, thou 

• This character of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, that *^ ho was a good man, 
aD4 in his disposition not at all like to his father," seems a direct contradictioo 
to our ordinary copies, which say, 2 Kinp, ziii. 1 1, that ** he did evil in the si^ht 
of the Lord ; and that he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam, the son of 
Nehat, who made Israel to sin, he walked therein.*' Which copies are here the 
truest it is hardly possible to determine. If Josepbos's be tnie, this Joash is the 
single instance of a good king over the ten tribes : if the other be true, we have 
not one such example. The account that follows, in all copies, of Elisha the 
prophet's concern for him, and bis concern for Elisha, greatly favour Josephus's 
copies, and suppose this king to have been then a good man, and no idolater, 
with whom God's prophets used not to be so familiar. Upon the whole, since 
It appears, even by Josephus's own account, that Amaziah, the good king of 
Judah, while he was a good king, was forbidden to make use of the 100,000 
auxiliaries he had hired of this Joash, the king of Israel, as if he and they were 
then idolaters, 2 Chron. xxv. 6^9, it is most likely that these different charac- 
ters of Joash suited the different parts of his reign, and that, according to our 
common copies, be was at first a wicked king; and afterwards was reclaimed^ 
and became a good one, according to Josepbus. 
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shah' fight and beat the Syrians no more times than three, that 
thou mayest recover that country which they cut off from thy 
kingdom in the reign of thy father." So when the king had 
heard that, he departed; and a little while after the prophet 
died. He was a man celebrated for righteousness, and in emi« 
nent favour with God. He also performed wonderful and sur- 
prising works by prophecy, and such as were gloriously pre- 
served in memory by the Hebrews. He also obtained a magni- 
ficent funeral, such a one indeed as it was fit a person so beloved 
of God should have. It also happened, that at that time certain 
robbers cast a man, whom they had slain, into Elisha's grave, 
and upon his dead body coming close to Elisha's body, it re- 
vived again. And thus far have we enlarged about the actions 
of Elisha the prophet, both such as he did while he was alive, 
and how he had a divine power after his death also. 

If. Now, upon the death of Hazael, the king of Syria, that 
kingdom came to Adad his son, with whom Joash, king of 
Israel, made war; and when he had beaten him in three battles, 
he took from him all that country, and all those cities and vil- 
lages, which his father Hazael had taken from the kingdom of 
Israel, which came to pass, however, according to the prophecy 
of Elisha. But when Joash happened to die, he was buried in 
Samaria, and the government devolved on his son Jeroboam. 



CHAP. IX. 

How Amaziah made an Eocpedition against the Edamtes and 
Amalekitesy and conquered them; but when he afterwards 
made War against Joash, he was beaten, and tiot long after 
was slain; and Uxziah succeeded in the Governmefit. 

§ 1. Now, in the second year of the reign of Joash over Israel, 
Amaziah reigned over the tribe of Judah in Jerusalem. His 
mother's name was Jehoaddan, who was bom at Jerusalem. 
He was exceeding careful of doing what was right, and this 
when he was very young; but when he came to the manage- 
ment of affairs, and to the government, he resolved that he 
ought first of all to avenge his father Jehoash, and to punish 
those his friends that had laid violent hands upon him ; so he 
seized upon them all, and pu.t them to death ; yet did he exe- 
cute no severity on their children, but acted therein according 
to the laws of Moses, who did not think it just to punish chil- 
dren for the sins of their fathers. After this he chose him an 
army out of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin, of such as were 
in the flower of their age, and about twenty years old ; and when 
he had collected about three hundred thousand of them toge- 
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ther, he set captains of hundreds oyer them. • He also sent to 
the king of Israel, and hired a hundred thousand of his soldiers 
for a hundred talents of silver, for he had resolved to make an 
expedition against the nations of the Amalekites, and Edomites, 
and Gebalites : but as he was preparing for his expedition, and 
ready to go out to the war, a .prophet gave him counsel to dis- 
miss the army of the Israelites, because they were bad men, and 
because God foretold that he should be beaten if he made use 
pf them as auxiliaries, but that he should overcome his enemies, 
though he had but a few soldiers, when it so pleased God. 
And when the king grudged at his having already paid the hire 
of the Israelites, the prophet exhorted him to do what God 
would have him, because he should thereby obtain much wealth 
from God. So he dismissed them, and said, that be still freely 
gave them their pay, and went himself with his own army, and 
made war with the nations before mentioned ; and when he had 
beaten them in battle, he slew of them ten thousand, and took 
as many prisoners alive, whom he brought to the great rock 
which is in Arabia, and threw them down from it headlong. 
He also brought away a great deal of prey, and vast riches, 
from thpse nations. But while Amaziah was engaged in this 
expedition, those Israelites whom he had hired, and then dis* 
missed, were very uneasy at it, and taking their dismission for an 
afiront, as supposing that this would not have been done to 
them but out of contempt, they fell upon his kingdom, and pro- 
ceeded to spoil the country as far as Beth-horon, and took much 
cattle, and slew three thousand men. 

£• Now upon the victory which Amaziah had gotten, and the 
great acts he had done, he was pufied up, and began to overlook 
God, who had given him the victory, and proceeded to worship 
the gods be had brought out of the country of the Amalekites. 
So a prophet came to him, and said, that '^ he wondered how 
he could esteem these to be gods, who had been of no advan- 
tage to their own people, who paid them honours, nor had de- 
livered them from his hands, but had overlooked the destruction 
of many of them, and had suffered themselves to be carried cap- 
tive, for that they had been carried to Jerusalem in the same 
manner as any one might have taken some of the enemy alive, 
and led them thither." This reproof provoked the king to anger, 
and he commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and threat- 
ened to punish him if he meddled with his conduct. So he 
replied that ''he should indeed hold his peace; but foretold 
withal, that God would not overlook his attempts, for innova- 
tion." But Amaziah was not able to contain himself under 
that prosperity which God had given him, although he had 
affronted God thereupon ; but in a vein of insolence he wrote 
to Joash, the king of Israel, and commanded that he and all his 
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people should be obedient to him, as ihey had formerly been 
obedieotto his progenitors, I>avid and Solomon; and he let 
kim know, that if he would not be so wise as to do what he 
commanded him, he must fight for his dominion.'' To which 
message JoiM^h returned this answer in writing : << King Joash to 
king Amsziah. There was a vastly tall cypress tree in Mount 
Lebanon, as also a thistle : this thistle sent to the cypress tree, 
to give the cypress tree's daughter in marriage to the thistle's 
son; but as the thistle was saying this, there came a wild beast, 
and trod down the thistle : And this may be a lesson to thee, 
not to be so ambitious, and to have a care, lest, upon thy good 
success in the fight against the Amalekites, thou growest so proud 
as to bring dangers upon thyself and upon thy kingdom." 

S. When Amaziah had read this letter he was more eager 
upon this expedition, which, I suppose, was by the impulse of 
God, that he might be punished for his offence against him. 
But as soon as be led out his army against Joash, and they were 
going to join battle with him^ there came such a fear and con- 
Bternation upon the army of Amaziah, as God when he is dis- 
pleased sends upon men, and discomfited them, even before 
they came to a close fight. Now it happened, that, as they 
were scatt^ed about by the terror that was upon them, Amaziah 
was left alone, and was taken prisoner by the enemy ; where^ 
upon Joash threatened to kill him, unless he would persuade 
the people of Jerusalem to open their gates to him, and receive 
him and his army into the city. Accordingly Amaziah was so 
distressed, and in such fear of his life, that he made his enemy 
to be received into the city. So Joash overthrew a part of the 
wall, of the length of four hundred cubits, and drove his chariot 
through the breach into Jerusalem, and led Amaziah captive 
along with him ; by which means he became master of Jerusa- 
lem, and took away the treasures of God, and carried off all the 
gold and silver that was in the king's palace, and then freed the 
king from captivity, and returned to Samaria. Now these things 
happened to the people of Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of 
the reign of Amaziah, who, after this, had a conspiracy made 
against him by his friends, and fled to the city Lachish, and was 
there slain by the conspirators, who sent men thither to kill him. 
So they took up his dead body, and carried it to Jerusalem, and 
made a royal funeral for him. This was the end of the life of 
Amaziah, because of his innovations in religion and his contempt 
of God, when he had lived fift)'-four years, and had reigned 
twenty-nine. He was succeeded by his son, whose name was 
Uzziah. 
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CHAP. X., 

Concerning Jeroboam, ^i^g of Israel, and Jonah the Pro- 
phet; and hoWf after the Death of Jeroboam^ his Son Zecha- 
riah took the Government. How Uzziah, Kin^ of Jerusalem, 
subdued the Nations that were round about nim ; and what 
befell him when he attempted to offer Incense to Ood. 

I 1. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, JerQbo^m^ 
the son of Joash, reigned over Israel, in Samaria, forty year$f 
This king was guilty of contumely against God"*^, and bec^n^e 
yery wicked in worshiping of idols, and in many undertakings 
that were absurd and foreign. He was also the c^use of ten 
thousand misfortunes to the people of Israel. Now pne Jonab^ 
a prophet, foretold to him, that he should make war with the 
Syrians, and conquer their army, and enlarge the bounds of his 
kingdom, on the northern parts to the city Hamath^ and on the 
southern to the Lake Asphaltitis, for the bounds of the Caftaan^ 
ites originally were these, as Joshua their general had deternjined 
them. So Jeroboam made an expedition against the SyrianSi 
and 'overran all their country, as Jonah bad foretold. 

2. Now I cannot but jtliink it necessary for me, who hav^ 
promised to give an accurate accounjt of our affairs, to describe 
the actions of this prophet, so far as I have found them written 
down in the Hebrew books, Jonah bad been commanded by 
God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh ; and when he wfts there^ 
to publish it in that city, bow it should lose the dominion it bad 
over the nations. But be went not, out of fear; nay, he ran 
away from God to the city of Joppa, and finding a ship there^ 
he went into it, and sailed to Tarsus, in Cilicja f ; and upon the 

* What I have above noted concerniDg Jehoasb, seems to me to have been 
4nie also eoiiceniiiig his son JerolMyaai II. via. that although he began wickedly^ 
as Josephus agrees with our other copies, and as he adds,** was the cause of a 
vast Dumber of misfortunes to the Israelites in those his first years (the particu- 
lar^ of which are unhappily wanting both in Josephus and in all our copies), so 
Aoe» it seem to me that be was afterwards recjaiued, and became a good kiagv 
and so was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, apd had great successes afterward^ 
when ** God saved the Israelites by the hand of Jeroboam, the son of Joash,*' 
9 Kings, xiv. ST; which encouragement by Jonah, and great successes, ar^ 
c^ally observable in Josephus, and in the other copies. 

f When Jonah is said in our bibles to have gone to Tarsbish, JpnabKi* S, Jos^ 
phus understood it that he went to Tarshish'in Cilicia, or to the Mediterranean 
Sea, upon which Tarsus lay; so that he does not appear to have read the text, 
1 Kings, xxii. 48, as our copies do, that ships of Tarshish could lie at Ezion- 
tSeber, upon the Red Sea. But as to Josepbus's assertion, that Jonah*s fish was 
carried by the strength of the current, upon a storm, as far as the Euxine Sea, 
it is no way impossible; and since the storm migbt have driven the ship, while 
Jon4h was in It, near to that Euxine Sea, and since in three more days, while 
be was in the fish's belly, that current might bring him to the Assyrian coast, and 
sinoe withal that coast could bring him nearer to Nineveh than could any coast 
of Uie Mediterranean, it is by no means an Improbable determination in Jose* 
phus. 
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rise of a most terrible storm^ which was so great that the ship 
was in danger of sinking, the mariners, the master, and the pilot 
himself, made prayers and vows, in case they escaped the sea; 
but Jonah lay still and covered [in the ship], without imitating 
any thing which the others did ; but as the waves grew greater, 
and the sea became more violent by the winds, they suspected, 
as is usual in such cases, that some one of the persons that sailed 
with them was the occasion of this storm, and agreed to dis- 
cover by lot which of them it was. When they had cast lots '''', 
the lot fell upon the prophet; and when they asked him. 
Whence he came f and what he had done ? he replied. That he 
was a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Aldiighty God ; and 
he persuaded them to cast him into the sea, if they would escape 
the danger they were in, for that he was the occasion of the 
storm which was upon them. Now at the first they durst not 
do so, as esteeming it a wicked thing to cast a man who was a 
stranger, and who had committed his life to them, into such 
manifest perdition ; but at last when their misfortunes overbore 
them, and the ship was just going to be drowned, and when 
they were animated to do it by the prophet himself, and by the 
fear concerning their own safety, they cast him into the sea; 
upon which the sea became calm. It is also related, that Jonah 
was swallowed down by a whale, and that when he had been 
there three days, and as many nights, he was vomited out upon 
the Euxine Sea, and this alive, and without any hurt upon his 
body ; and there, on his prayer to God, he obtained pardon for 
his sins, and went to the city Nineveh, where he stood so as to 
be heard, and preached, that ^' in a very little time they should 
lose the dominion of Asia.'' And when he had published this, 
he returned. Now I have given this account about him, as I 
found it written [in our books]. 

3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his life in great hap- 
piness, and had ruled forty years, he died, and was buried in 
Samaria, and his son Zechariah took the kingdom. After the 
same manner did Uzziah, the son of Amaziah, begin to reign 
over the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the fourteenth year of the 
reign of Jeroboam. He was born of Jecoliah, his mother, who 
was a citizen of Jerusalem. He was a good man, and by nature 
righteoiis and magnanimous, and very laborious in taking care 
of the affairs of his kingdom. He made an expedition also 

* This ancient piece of religion, of supposing there was great sin where there 
was great misery, and of casting lots to discover great sinners, not only among 
the Israelites, but ai6ong these heathen mariners, seems a remarkable remains of 
the ancient tradition which prevailed of old over all mankind, that Providence 
nsed to interpose visibly in all human affairs, and never to bring, or at least not 
long to continue, notorious judgments but for notorious sins, which the most 
ancient book of Job shows to have been the state of mankind for about the 
former 3000 years of the world, till the days of Job and Moses. ' 
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i^ainst the Philistiiies, aod overcame tbeui in battle, aud took 
the cities of Gadi aad Jabrieh, and brake .dowp their walls ; after 
which expeditioDj, he assaulted dae Arabs that adjoined to Egypt. 
He also built a city tipoo the Red Sea, and put a garrison intp 
it. He after this overthrew the AmiuoniteSy and appointed th^l 
they should pay tribute. He also overcame all the countries ai 
far as to the bounds of Egypt, and then began to take care of 
Jerusalem itself for the rest of his Ufe ; for he rebuilt aiid re4 
paired all those parts of the wall which had either fallen down 
by the length of time, or by the carelessness of the kings his 
' predecessors, as weU as all that part which had been thrpwii 
down by the king of Israel, when he took his father Amaziah 
prisoner, and entered with him into the. city. Moreover, he 
built A great many towers, of one hundred and fifty .cubits higb^ 
and built walled towns in desert places, and put garrisons into 
them, and dug many channels for conveyance of water, fl^ (lad 
also many beasts for labour, and an immense number of cattle ; 
for his country was fit for pasturage. He was also given .to 
husbandry, and took care to cultivate the ground, .and plantied 
it with all sorts of plants, aud sowed it with all sorts of seeds^ 
He had also about him an army composed of chosen doen,.. in 
number three hundred and seventy thousand, who were governed 
by general officers and captains of thousyeinds, who were men of 
valour, and of unconquerable strength, in number two thousand. 
He also divided his whole army into bands, and armed them, 
giving every one a sword, with brazen bucklers and breast- 
plates, with bows and slings; and besides these, he made for 
them many engines of war, for besieging of cities, such as cast 
stones £md darts, with grapplers, and other instruments of that 
sort. 

4. While Uzziah was m this state, and making preparations 
[for futurity], he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and be- 
came insolent, and this on account of that abundance wbjch he 
had of things that will soon perish^ and despised that power 
which is of eternal duration (which consisted in piety towards 
God, and in the observation of his laws) ; so he fell by occasion 
of the good success of his affairs, and was carried headlong into 
those sins of his fathers, which the splendour of that prosperity 
he enjoyed, and the glorious actions he had done, led hitn into, 
while he was not able to govern himself well about them. Ac- 
cordingly, when a remarkable day was come, and a general fes- 
tival was to be celebrated, he put on the holy garment, and went 
into the temple to offer incense to God upon the golden altar, 
which he was prohibited to do by Azariah, the high priest,, wba 
had four score priests with him, and who told him that it was- 
not lawful for him to offer sacrifice, arid that " none besides' 
the posterity of Aaron were permitted so to do," And when 

VOL. II. D 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 ANTIQUITIES 09 THB |BW4, B. IX. 

Aey cried oui, that he miut go <Hit of the temple, and not trai^ 
gresfl agaiogt God, he was wrodi at them, aad threatened to kill 
them, unless tbiey would hold their peaee. In the mean time, 
a great earthquake* shook the ground, a^d it rent was oiade in 
ihe temple, ^nd the bri^t rays of the sun shone dirough it, and 
fell upon the king's face, insomuch that the leprosy seized upon 
him immediately. And before the city, at a place called Erose, 
half the mountaifi broke off from the rest on the west, and rolled 
itself four furlongs, and stood still at the east qaountain, till th^ 
roads, «8 well as the king^s gardens^ were spoiled b^ theobstrut;- 
tion. Now, as soon as the priests saw that the kmg's face was 
infected with the leprosy , ihey told him of the calamity he was 
under, and commanded that he should go out of the city as % 
polluted person. Hereupon he was so confounded at the sad 
distemper, and sepsible that h(e was not at liberty to contradict, 
that he did as he was commanded, and underwent this miserable 
and terrible punishment for en intention beyond what befitted a 
man to have, and for that impiety against God which was im* 

1>lied therein. So he abode out of the city for some time, and 
ived a private life, while his son Jotham took the government i 
after whieh he died with grief and anxiety at what had happened 
to him, when he had lived sixty-eight years, and reigned of them 
fifty-two ; and was buried by himself in his own gardens. 



CHAP. XL 

Hovo ^chamh, Shalhm, Menahemf P^Hhi^h, and P^kah^ 
took the Gov^mmfint ov^r the Jsraelit^s; and hotp JPul and 
Tiglath'Pileser made an Expedition against the IsraelitfSf 
H(m Jotham^ the Son of Uzziakf reigned QV^ the. Trib^ of 
Jvd^hf and what Thing$ Nt^hum prophemd agamt tm 
4s»yriam, 

% 1. Now when Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, had reigned 
six months over Israel, he was slain by the treachery of a certain 
friend of his, whose name was Shallum, the son of Jabesh, who 
took the kingdom afterward, but kept it no longer than thirty 
days ; for Menahem, the general of his army, who was at that 
time in the city Tirsah, and heard of what had befallen Zecha- 
riah, removed thereupon with all his forces to Samaria^ and 

• Tbi«si:coimt of aa ^ artbq«a|(e at Jemsalem, at tb^ very time wli*o Vssi^ll 
wnr^d the priest's office and went into the sanctaary to born incense, and of 
the consequences of that earthquake, is entirely wanting in oor other copies, 
though it be exceeding like to a prophecy of Jeremiah's now in Zech. kit. 4, j^ 
in which prophecy mentioB Is vidf of '^ fleeing from that earthquake, as they 
fled froa this earlbqaak^ in the days of Uzziah, king of Judahf' so that there 
seems to lia?e been some considerable resemblance between these historical and 
prophetical earthquakes. 
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i>iQiiig botde with Sballuiiiy sl«w him; and when be had made 
imself king, he went theace, and came to the city Tipfasah, but 
ihe citizens that were in it shut their gates, and barred them 
against the king, and would not admit lum ; but in order to be 
avenged on them, he burned the country round about it, and 
took the city by force, upon a siege ; and being very much dis^ 
pieased at what the inhabitants of Tiphsah had done, he slew 
them all, and spared not so much as idie infants, without omit^ 
ting the utmost instances of cruelty and barbarity ; for he U9ed 
such severity upon his own countrymen, as would not be par- 
donable with ri^ard to strangers, who had been conquered by 
him. And after this manner it was that this Menahem con« 
tinned to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten years: but 
when Pul, king of Assyria, had made an expedition against him, 
he did not meet to fight or engage in battle with the Assyrians, 
but he persuaded him to ac;pept of a thousand talents of silver, 
and to go away, and so put an end to the war. This sum the 
multitude collected for Menahem *, by exacting fifty drachmae as 
poll-money for every head ; after which he died, and was buried 
m Samaria, and left his son Pekahiah his successor in the king* 
dom, who followed the barbarity of his father, and so ruled but 
two years only, after which he was slain with his friends at a 
feast, by the treachery of one Pekak, the general of his horse, 
and the son of Remaliah, who laid snares for him. Now this 
Pekah held the government twenty years, and proved a wicked 
man, and a transgressor. But the king of Assyria, whose name 
was Tiglath-PileseTy when he had made an e^edrtion against 
the Israelites, and had overrun all the land of Gilead, and the 
region beyond Jordan, and the adjoining country, which is called 
Galilee f and Kadesh, and Hazor, be made the inhabitants pri- 
soners^ and transplantt^d them into his own kingdom. And so 
much shall suffice to have related here concerning the king of 
Assyria. 

2. Now Jotham the son of Uzziah reigned over the tribe of 
Judah in Jerusalem, being a citizen thereof by bis mother, whose 
name was Jerusha. The king was not defective in any virtue, 
but was religious towards God, and righteous towards men, and 
careful of the good of the city (for what parts soever wanted to 
be repaired or adorned, he magnificently repaired and adorned 

• Dr. W«1I, in hit critical notes on 8 Kings, xv. 80, observes, *' that when tbii 
Menahem Is said to have exacted the money of Israel, of all the mighty men of 
wealth, pf each man fifty shekels of silver, to give Pul, the king of Assyria, on« 
thousand talents, this is the first public money raised by any [Israelite] king by 
a tax on the people ; that they used before to raise it ont of the treasures of tb« 
house of the Lord, or of their own house ; that it was a poll-money on the rich 
men [aod them only] to raise 358,00(M. or as others eoont a talent 4<H),000/: at 
the rate of 6i. or 11, per bead; and that God commanded by Eaekiel, diap. xW» 
a, and xlvi. 18, that 190 such thing shoqid be dMie [at the Jews* rcitoratioiijf tHU 
Che king shoidd have land of bit own." 

d2 
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them). He also took care of the foundations of the cloisters in 
the temple, and repaired the walls that were fallen down, and 
built very great towers, and such as were almost impregnable ; 
and if any thing else in his kingdom bad been neglected, he 
took great <:are of it. He also made an expedition against the 
Ammonites, and overcame them in battle, and ordered them to 
pay tribute a hundred talents, and ten thousand cori of wheat, 
and as many of barley, every year, and so augmented his king- 
dom, that his enemies could not despise it, and his own people 
lived happily. 

3. Now there was at this time a prophet, whose name was 
Nahum, who spoke after this manner concerning the overthrow 
of the Assyrians, and of Nineveh : ^' * Nineveh shall be a pool 
of water in motion; so shall all her people be troubled, and 
tossed, and go away by flight, while they say one to another, 
Stand, stand still, seize their gold and silver, for there shall be 
no one to wish them well, for they' will rather save their lives 
than their money; for a terrible contention shall possess them 
one with another, and lamentation, and loosing of die members, 
and their countenances shall be perfectly black with fear, and 
there will be the den of the lions, and the mother of the young 
lions ! God says to thee, Nineveh, that they shall deface thee, 
and the lion shall no longer go out from thee to give laws to the 
world.'^ And indeed this prophet prophesied many other things 
besides these concerning Nineveh, which I do not think neces- 
sary to repeat, and I here omit them, that I may not appear 
troublesome to my readers ; all which things happened about 
Nineveh a hundred and fifteen years afterward ; so this may suf- 
fice to have spoken of these matters. . , 



CHAP. xn. 

How, upon the Death of Jotharn, Ahaz reigned in his stead : 
against whom Rezin, King of Syria, and Pekah, King of 
Israel, made War ; and how Tiglath-Pileser, King of Assif- 
ria, came to the Assistance of Ahaz, and laid Syria waste^ 
and, removing the Damascens into Media, placea other Na 
tions in their Room. 

§ 1. Now Jotham died when he had lived forty-one years, and 
of them reigned sixteen, and was buried in the sepulchres of the 
kings; and the kingdom came to his son Ahaz, who proved 
most impious towards God, and a transgressor of the laws of bis 

* This passage is takeo out of the prophet Nabum, chap. ii. 8— IS, and is the 

principal, or rather the only one that is given us almost verbatim, bat a little 

> abridged, in all Josephus*s known writings : by which quotation we learn what 

be himself always asserts, viz. that he made use of the Hebrew original [and not 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. Xlt. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 3? 

country. He imitated the kings of Israel^ and reared altars in 
Jerusalem, and offered sacrifices upon them to idols ; to which 
he also offered his own son as a burnt-offering, according to the 
practices of the Canaanites. His other actions were also of the 
same sort. Now as he was going on in this mad course, Rezin 
the king of Syria and Damascus, and Pekah, the king of Israel, 
who were now at amity one with another, made war with him ; 
and when they had driven him into Jerusalem, they besieged 
that city a long while, making but a small progress, on account 
pf the strength of its walls ; and when the king of Syria had 
taken the city Elatfa, upon the Red Sea, and had slain the inha- 
bitants, he peopled it with Syrians; and when he had slain those 
in the [other] garrisons, and the Jews in their neighbourhood, 
and had driven away much prey, he returned with his army back 
to Damascus. Now when the king oT Jerusalem knew that the 
Syrians were returned home, he, supposing himself a match for 
the king of Israel, drew out his army against him, and joinnig 
battle with him, was beaten ; and this happened because God 
^ivas angry with him, on account of his many and great enormir 
ties. Accordingly there were slain by the Israelites one hundred 
and twenty thousand of his men that day, whose general, Ama* 
ziah by name, slew Zechariah the king's son in his conflict with 
Ahaz, a^ well as the governor of the kingdom, whose name was 
Azricam. He also carried Elkanah, the general of the troops 
of the tribe of Judah, into captivity. They also carried the 
women and children of the tribe of Benjamin captives; and when 
they bad gotten a great deal of prey^ they returned to Samaria. 
' 2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet at that 
time in Samaria : he met the army before the city walls, and 
with a loud voice told them, that /' they had gotten the victory, 
not by their own strength, but by reason of the anger God had 
against king Ahaz. And he complained that they were not sa- 
tisfied with the good success they had had against him, but were 
^o bold as to make captives out of their kinsmen, the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. He also gave them counsel to let them 
go home without doing them any harm, for that if they did not 
obey God herein, they should be punished." So the people of 
Israel came together to their assembly, and considered of these 
matters, when a man whose name was Berechiah, and who was 
one of chief reputation in the government, stood up, and three 
others with him, and said, " We will not suffer the citizens to 
bring these prisoners into the city, lest we be all destroye4 by 
God : we have sins enough of our own that we have committed 
against him, as the prophets assure us ; nor ought we therefore 
to introduce the practice of new crinies.'*^ When the soldiers 

of the Greek version] $ as also we learn, that his Hebrew copy considerably 
differed from ours. See aU three texts particalarly set down, and compared to* 
getber, in the Ess^y on the Old Tetiament, page 1S7. 
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keard that, Ihej permitted Aem to do Mrbat thej tfcougbt best. 
So the forenamed aieii took the captives^ and let llieiii go, and 
took care of tkcoi) i»d gave Aem pronsions, and sent tbeen to 
their own country, without doing them any harm. However, these 
four went along widi them, and conducted them as far as Jeri- 
chO) which is not far from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria. 
5. Hereupon king Ahaz, having been so thoroughly beaten by 
the Israelites;, sent to Tiglath-Pikser, king of the Assyrians, and 
Med for assistance from him in his wars i^ainst die Israelites, 
and Syriansy and Damascens, with a premise to send him much 
fliosiey : he sent him abo great presents at the same time. Now 
this king, upon the reception of those ambassadors, came to a»- 
iRst AhiuB, acid made war upon the Syrians, and laid their coun- 
try waste, smd took Damascus by foree^ and slew Rezin their 
king, and transplanted die people of Damascus into the Upper 
Media, and brought a o^ooy olf Assyrians, and planted diem in 
DanMipcus. He also afiicted the land of Israel^ and took many 
captives ont of it. While he was doing thus with the Syrians, 
king Ahfiz took all the gold that was in the king's treasuf e», and 
the 89lv«r, and what was in the temple of God, and what pre- 
dona f^ftB were there, and be carried diem with biaa, and came 
to Danmacos, and gave it to the king of Assjvia, according to 
his agreement. So he oonfeased that he owed him thanks for 
ail tittt he had done for him, and returned to Jerusalem. Now 
dib king was so sottish, and tboughttess of what was for his 
own good,, that he would not leave off wordiiping the Syrian 
gods when he was beaten by them, but he went on in worship-^ 
ing them, as though they would procure him the victory : and 
when he was beaten again, be began to honour the gods of the 
As^cians ; and he seemed more desirotts to honour any other 
gods than bis own palermd and true God^ whose anger was 
me cause of his defeat ; nay, he proceeded to such a degree of 
despite and contempt [of God's worship], that he shut up the 
tsmple entirely, and forbade them to fcsing in the appointed 
aacsifices, and took away the gifts that had been given to it. 
And when he had offered these indignities tO' G^, ht died, 
having bved diirty-six years, and of them reigned sixteen ; and 
be kft his son Hezekiah for his successor. 



CHAP, XIII. 

How Pekah died bv the Treachery of Hoshea^ who was a Utth 
after subdued by Shalmanezer : and flow Hezekiah reigned in-* 
stead ofAhaz ; and what Actions of Piety and Justice he did. 

1. About the same time Pekab, the king of Israel, died, by 
e treachery of a friend: of bis, whose nan^ was Hoshea, who 
retained the kingdom nine yeara time^ but was a wicked man, 
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ind a dwfiiatir of U19 divino Worship ; mmI Sfaalmaneaef , the 
kiQg of AssyttB^ maAe im expedition agiinrt him^ and overcame 
him (which nmat have beeti because he bad not God fiMroiii^blo 
nor assistaat.lo him)^ and brought him to siibmiBsioOy and or-» 
dered him to pay an appointed tribute. NovT in the fourth year 
6f the reign of Hoshea^ Hezekisdi, the son of Abaz^ began to 
leign in Jerusalem; and bia mother's name wai^ Abijah, a citizen 
in JenisaCem* His nature was good^ and righteous and religious } 
for when he came to the kingdom, he thought Akt nodiing was 
prior^ or more netessary^ or more advantageous to hinafself lind 
to his subjedts^ thdn to worship God. Accordingly he tailed the 
people together, add the priests^ and the LeVities, and made il 
speech fo thea^y and sdidy *^ You are not ignorant hoW, by the 
ims of my fi»ther^ whoiransgnfcssed that fiaered hoik>ur ivhieh watf 
du^ to God, y<>u haVe had experience of many and greai mise-* 
ri)etf, while yoU were <2orrliptea in your mind by him, and Were 
induced to worship those wUeh he supposed to be godb ; I 
exhort ycNi^ therefoiis^ who have learned by sad experience how 
dangeiy>us a thing impiety is, to put that immechatefy out of your 
memory^ and tt> purify Yourselves froaoi your former pollutions^ 
and to dpen the temple to these priests sind Levites who aire 
here convened^ and to> cleanse it wilb the accustomed sacrifices, 
and to recdtef all to th^ ancient hoihour tvhick our fiithers paid 
to it ) for by this means We may rdrider 6o)[l favdurable^ and he 
wtt) remit the ang|er hd hath had to us." 

^ When the king had said thiS| the priests opened the fem<* 
pie ; ilnd when they had set in order the vessels of God, and 
cast out what Was imput-e^ they laid the accustoteed sacrifices 
upon the altar. The king also sent to the country that was 
under bim, and called the people to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
feast of unleavened bread, for it had been intermitted a long 
time. Oft account of the wickedness of the foretnentioned kinga. 
He alsd sent to the Israelites, and exhorted theak to leave off 
their present way of living, and to return to their ancient prac- 
tices, and tb worship God, for that he gave them leavb to come 
to Jerusalem^ atid to celebrate, all in one body, the feast of 
unleavened bread ^ and this he said Was by way of invitation 
only, and to be done of their Own good will, and for th^ir own 
advantage, and not out of obedience to him, because it would 
jnake them happy. But the Isri^Iites, upoti the commg ol the 
ambassador^,- and npon their layii^; before theni what £ey had 
in charge from Iheu* own. king, were sd far froifi complying 
therewith that they laughed the snnbassadors to scOrn, add 
mocked them as fools ; as also they affronted the prophets who 
gave them the same exhortations, wm) foretold what they would 
suffer if they did not return to the worship of God, insomuch 
that at length they caught them, and slew them : nor did this 
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degree of transgressing su^ce tbein^ but they had m^e wicked 
contrivances than what have been described : nor did thej leav^ 
offf before God, as a punishment for their impiety, brought theai' 
under their enemies : but of that morc^ hereafteh However, 
Kianj( there were of the tribe of Manass^h, and of Zebulun, an^ 
of Issachar, who were obedient to what the prophets, exhorted 
them to do^ and returned to the^ worship of God. Now all 
these came running to Jerusalem^ to Hezekiah, that they might 
worship God [there]. 

: 3. When these men were come, king Hezekiah went up into 
the temple, with the rulers, and all the people, and offered for 
himself seven bulls, and as many rams, with seven lambs,«an(^ 
as many kids of the goats. The king also himself, and the ru-> 
lers, laid their hands on the heads of the sacrifices, and permitted 
the priests to complete the sacred offices about th^m. So they 
both slew the sacrifices, and burned the burnt^offerings, while 
die Levites stood round about them, with their musical instni* 
ments, and sang hymns to God, and played od their psalteries^ 
as they were instructed by Dav^d to dp, and this while the resi 
pf the priests returned the music, and sounded the trumpets 
which they bad in their hands: and when this was done, the 
king and the multitude threw themselves down upon their faces, 
and worshiped God. He also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hun- 
dred rams, and two hundred lambs. He also granted the mnlti* 
tude sacrifices to feast upon, six hundred oxen, and three thou- 
sand other cattle ; and the priests performed all things according 
to the law. Now the king was so pleased herewith that he 
feasted with the people, and returned thanks to God : but as the 
feast of unleavened bread was now come when they had offered 
that sacrifice which is called the Passover, they after that offered 
other sacrifices for seven days. When the king had bestowed 
on the multitude, besides what they sanctified of themselves, 
two thousand bulls, and seven thousand other cattle, the same 
thing was done by the rulers ; for they gave them a thousand 
bulls, and a thousand and forty other cattle. Nor had this fes- 
tival been so well observed from the days of king Solomon, as 
it was Tiow first observed with great splendour and magnificence : 
and when this festival was ended, they went out into the country 
and purged it ; and cleansed the city of all the pollution of the 
idols. The king also gave order that the daily sacrifices should 
be offered, at his own charges, and according to the law ; and 
appointed that the tithes and the first fruits' should be given by 
the multitude to the priests and Levites, that they might con- 
stantly attend upon divine service, and never be taken off' from 
the worship of God. Accordingly, the multitude brought toge- 
ther all sorts of their fruits to the priests and the Levites. The 
king also made gamers and receptacles for these, fruits, and 
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distributed them to ev^ry one of the piiesta and iievite8> aiid 
lo their childreii and wives. ' And thus did they return to their 
old form of divine wor^ip. Now when the king had settled 
Ihese matters after the manner already described^ he made war 
upon the Philistines, and beat them, and possessed himself of 
all the enemies' cities, from Gaza to Gatb ; but the king of As<- 
syria sent to him, and threatened to oyertum all his dominions, 
^okss he would pay him the tribute which his father paid him 
formerly ; but king Hezekiah was not concerned at his threaten** 
ings, but depended on his piety towards God, and upon Isaiah 
the prophet, by whom he inquired, and accurately knew all fu*- 
ture events. And thus much shall suffice for the present con- 
jcerning this king Hezekiah. 



CHAP. XIV. 

ii9W. Shalmanezer took Samaria by Force, ^nd hom he trans- 
planted the Ten Tribes mto M^ia, and brought the Nation 
of the Cutheans ifUo their Country [in their S^nmi]. 

§ I. When Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, had it told him, 
that [Hoshea] the king of Israel had sent privately to So, the 
king of Egypt, desiring his assistance against him, he wais very 
angry, and made ^n expedition against Samaria, in the seventh 
year of the reign of Hoshea ; but when he was not admitted 
[into the city] by the king, he besieged Samaria ♦ three years, 
and took it by force in the ninth year of the reign of Hoshea, 
and in the seventh year of Hezekiah king of Jerusalem, and 
quite demolished the government of the Israelites, and trans- 
planted all the people into Media and Persia, among whom he 
took king Hoshea alive ; and when he had removed the« people 
out of this their land, he transplanted other nations but of Cu- 
thah, a place so called (for there is [still] a river of that name in 
Persia), into Samaria, and into the country of the Israelites. 
So the ten tribes of the Israelites were removed out of Judea 
nine hundred and forty-seven years after their forefathers were 
come out of the land of Egypt, and possessed themselves of 
this country, but eight hundred years after Joshua had been 
their leader, and, as I have already observed, two hundred and 
forty years, seven months, and seven days, after they had revolt- 

* This siege of Samaria, though not given a particular account of, «itber in 
onr Hebrew and Greek Bibles, or in Josephus, was ^o very long, no less than 
three years, that it was no way improbable but that parents, and particularly 
-mothers, might therein be reduced to eat their own children, as the law of Mo- 
ses had threatened upon their disobedience, Levit. xxvi. 29 ; Deut. zxviii. 5S — 
57, and as was accomplished in the other shorter sieges of both the capital cities, 
Jerusalem and Samaria, the former mentioned, Jer. x'lx, 9; Antiq. 6. ix. ch.lv. 
sect. 4; and thie latter, S Kings, vi. 26--S9. 
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ed from RebdiNmiii, the gmtidfoii of Danrid, and bkd gkvdn Am 
kingdotD to Jerobodin. And soch a condiuioii overtook tb€ 
IsraetitdB, vvfaetf tbey Imd tramgressed the tawi^ and would not 
heflrken to tke prophets, who foretold that thii calamiCy wo«M 
come opdn them, if tbrf would not leare off their evil doings^ 
What gate birth to these evil dohigs was that sedition which 
they raised agatnat Rehoboam the graodton of Davidy when they 
set up Jeroboam his servant to be their king, who by Dinning 
against QoA, and brii^ng them to imitate hitf bad example^ 
made Ood to be their enemy, while Jet^obotal nnderwent that 
punishment which he jutdy deserved, 

^. And now the king of Assyria invaded aH Syria and Pbm^ 
nicia in a hostile manner. The name of this king is also set 
down in the archives of Tyre, for he made an expedition against 
Tyre in the reign of Eluleus ; and Menander attests to it, who, 
when he wrote his Chronology^ and translated the archives of 
Tyre into the Greek language, gives us the foUowmg history: 
*' One whose name was Elideos, reigned thirty-sit years : this 
king, upon the retblt of the Citteans, sailed td them, and re- 
duced them again to a siibmisnon. Against these did the king 
of Assyria send an armyi and in a hositile manner overrun aU 
Phoenicia^ but soon made peace with them ally and returned 
back : but Sidon, and Ace, and Palaetyrus revolted: and. many 
other cities there were which delivered themselves up to the 
king of Assyria. Accordingly, when the Tynans wonld not 
submit to him^ the king returned, and fell upon them againy 
whHe the Phcenicians had furnished him with threescore ships, 
and eight hundred men to row them ; and when the Tyrians had 
come upon them in twelve ships, and the enemies^ ships were 
dispersed, they took five hundred men prisoners, and the repu^ 
tation of all the citizens of Tyre was thereby increased : but the 
king of Assyria returned, and placed guards at their rivers and 
aqueducts, who should hinder the Tyrians from drawing, water. 
This continoed for fi^ve years, and still the Tyrians bore the 
siege, and drank of the water they had out of the wells they dug.'* 
And this ia what is written in the Tyrian archives concerning 
Shalmaneser the king of Assyria. 

3. But now the Cutheaos, who removed into Samaria (for 
that is die name they have been Called by to this time, because 
they were brought out of the country called Cuthah, which is a 
country of Persia, and there is a river of the same name iu it), 
each of them, according to their nations, which were in number 
five, brought their own gods into Samaria, and by worshiping 
them, as was the custom of their own countries, they provoked 
Almighty God to be angry and displeased at them ; for a plague 
seized upon them, by which they were destroyed ; and when 
they found no cure for their miseries, they learned by the oracle 
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that thchr ouj^t to wofship Altnigbty God, m the method for 
their deuvorance* So they seat ambassadors to the king of As- 
syria^ and desired him to send them some of those priests of the 
Israelites whom he had takes captiye. And when he thefeupoo 
aeat them, and the people vi&e by them taught the kws, aod 
the holy worship of God, they worshiped him in a respectAil 
manner, and the plague ceased immediately; and indeed they 
continue to make use of the very same customs to this very 
time, and are called in the Hebrew tongbe Catheans, but in 
the Greek tongue Samaritans. And when diey see the Jews in 
prosperity, they pretend that they are changed, and allied to 
them, and call them kinsnsen, 9A thouigh they were derived from 
Joseph, and had by that means an original alliance with them; 
but when they see them £dUittg into a low condition, they say 
they are no way related to them, and thai the Jews have no 
right to expect any kindness or oMrks of kindred from them, but 
they declare that they are sojourners, that come from other 
coontries. But of these we shall have a more seasonable op- 
portunity to discourse hereafter. 



BOOK X. 

CONTAINING TUB INTBRVIX OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 
YEARS AND A ttALF. 

iftom ttt fSaytfbttjr tt ttt Vfii Vdiest to tire iRttft of €stni* 

B-BBfeaaBBBBomaatt 

CHAP. I. 

How Sennacherib made an Ejcpedition against Hezekiah ; what 
Threatenings Rabshakeh made to Hezekiah when Sennache- 
rib was gone against the Egyptians i how Isaiah the Prophet 
encouraged him ; how Sennacherib^ having Jailed of Success 
in Egypt J returned thence to Jerusalem ; and now, upon 
finding his Army destroyed^ he returned home; and what 
befell him a little ajierward. 

I I. It was now in the fourteenth year of the foveromeot of 
Hezekiah, king of the two trdies^ when the ki^ of Assyria^ 
whose name was SewUcfaerib, made an expedition against him 
with a great army^ and took all the cities of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin by force ; and when he was ready to bring his 
army against Jerusalem^ Hezekiah sent ambassadors to him be? 
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forehand, and promised to submit^ and pay what tribute he 
should appoint. Hereupon Sennacherib, when he heard of what 
offers the ambassadors made, resolved not to proceed in the 
wqr, but to accept of the proposals that were made him : and if 
he might receive three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents 
of gold, he promised that he would depart in a friendly manner; 
and he gave security upon oath to the ambassadors that he 
would then do him no harm, but go away as he came. So 
Hezekiah submitted, and emptied his treasures and' sent the^ 
money, as supposing he should be freed from his enemy^ and 
from any farther dbtress about his kingdom. Accordingly the 
Assyrian king took it, and yet he had no regard to what he had 
promised : but while he himself went to the war against the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabshakeh, ^and 
■two other of his principal commanders, with great forces, to 
destroy Jerusalem. The names of th^ other two ceinmanders 
^'were Tartan and Rabsaris. 

9,. Now, as soon as they were come before the walls^ they 
pitched their camp, and sent messengers to Hezekiah, and de- 
sired that they might speak with him : but he did not himself 
come out to them for fear, but he sent three of his most inti- 
mate friends, the name of one was Eliakim, who was over the 
kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the recorder. So these men 
came out, and stood over agaiust the commanders of the Assy- 
rian army ; and when Rabshakeh saw them, he bid them go and 
speak to Hazekiah in the manner following; that *^ Sennache* 
rib, the great king ^, desires to know of him, on whom it is that 
he relies and depends in flying from his lord, and will not hear 
him, nor admit his army into the city i Is it on account of the 
Egyptians, and in hopes that his army would be beaten by them ? 
Whereupon he lets him know, that if this be what he expects, 
he is a foolish man, and like one who leans on a broken reed, 
while such a one will not only fall down, but will have his hand 
pierced and ^urt by it. That he ought to know, he makes this 
expedition against him by the will of God, who hath granted 
this favour to him, that he shall overthrow the kingdom of 
Israel, and that in the very same manner he shall destroy those 
that are his subjects also." When Rabshakeh had made this 
speech in the Hebrew tongue, for he was skilful in that lan- 
guage, Eliakim was afraid lest the multitude that heard him 
should be disturbed, so he desired him to speak in the Syrian 
tongue ; but the general understanding what be meant, and per- 
ceiving the fear that he was in, he made his answer with a greater 
and louder voice, but in the Hebrew tongue: and said, that 
f* since they all heard what were the king's commands, they 

♦ This title of Great King, both in our Bibles, 2 Kings, xviii. 19 ; Isaiah, 
xxicvi. 4 ; and here in Josephus, \s the very same that Herodotus gives thib Sen- 
nacherib as Spanbeim takes notice on this place. 
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would consult their own advantage in delivering thethselves^ up 
to us ; for it is plain that both you and your king dissuade die 
{)eople from submitting by vain hopes^ and so induce them to 
resist; but if you be courageous, and think to drive our forces 
away, I am ready to deliver to you two thousand of these horsea 
that are with me for your use, if you can set as many horsemen 
on their backs, and show your strength ; but what you have not, 
you cannot produce. Why therefore do you delay to deliver up 
yourselves to a superior force, who can take you without your 
consent ? although it will be safer for you to deliver yourselves 
up voluntarily ; while a forcible capture, when you are beateu^ 
must appear more dangerous, and will bring farther calamities 
upon you." 

5, When the people, as well as the ambassadors, beard what 
the Assyrian commander said, they related it to Hezekiah, who 
thereupon put off his royal apparel, and clothed himself with 
sackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner, and, after the man- 
ner of bis country, he fell upon his /ace, and besought God, and 
entreated him to assist them, now they had no other hope of 
relief. He also sent some of bis friends, and some of the priests, 
to the prophet Isaiah, and desired that he would pray to God, 
and offer sacrifices for their common deliverance, and so put up 
supplications to him, that he would have indignation at the ex- 
pectations of their enemies, and have mercy upon his people. 
And when the prophet had done accordingly, an oracle came 
from God to him, and encouraged the king and his friends that 
were about him ; and foretold, that '^ their enemies should be 
beaten without fighting, and should go away in an ignominiou» 
manner, and not with that insolence which they now show, for 
tliat God woulcf take care they should be destroyed." He ako 
foretold, that " Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, should fail of 
his purpose against Egypt, and that when he came home he 
should pensh by the sword." 

4. About the same time also the king of Assyria wrote an 
epistle to Hezekiah, in which he said, '^ He was a foolish man 
in supposing that he should escape from being his servant, since 
he had already brought under many and great nations : and he 
threatened, that when he took him, he would utterly destroy 
him, unless he now opened the gates, and willingly received his 
army into Jerusalem." When he had read this epistle, he 
despised it on account of the trust that he had in God, but he 
rolled up the epistle, and laid it up within the temple. And as- 
he made bis farther prayers to God for the city, and for the pre- 
servation of all the people, the prophet Isaiah said, that " God 
had heard his prayer, and that he should not be * besieged at this 

♦ What Josephus says here, how Isaiah the prophet assared Hezekiah, that 
" at this time he should not be besieged by the king of Assyria ; that for the fu- 
ture he might be secure of being not at all disturbed by him $ aad that [after- 
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time by the kii^ of Assyria ; und diat for the future be miglit be 
secure of not being at all disturbed by him ; and that the people 
might go on peaceably, and without fear, with their husbandry 
and other aflairs/* But after a little while, the king of Assyria, 
when he had foiled of his treacherous designs against the Egyp- 
tians, returned home without success, on the following occasion : 
He spent a long time in the siege of Pelusium ; and when the 
banks that be had raised over against the walls were of a great 
height, and when he was ready to make an immediate assault 
upon them^ but beard that Tirhaka, king of the Ethiopians, was 
coming, and bringing great forces to aid the Egyptians, and was 
resolv^ to march dirough the desert, and so to foil directly 
upon the Assyrians, this king Sennacherib was disturbed at the 
news, and, as I said before, left Pelusium and returned back 
without success. Now, concerning this Sennacherib, Herodo- 
tus also says, in the second book of his histories, ^^ How this 
king came against the Egyptian king, who was the priest of 
Vulcan, and that, as he was besieging Pelusium, he broke up the 
siege on the following occasion : this Egyptian priest prayed to 
God, and God heard his prayer, and sent a judgment upon the 
AraUan kin^»'' But in this Herodotus was mistaken, when he 
called this king, not the king of the Assyrians, but of the Ara-* 
bians : for he saitb, that ** a multitude of mice gnawed to pieces 
in one night both the bows and the rest of the armour of the 
Assyrians, and that it was on that account that the king, when 
he had no bows left, drew off his army from Pelusium." And 
Herodotus does indeed give us this history ; nay, and Berosus, 
who wrote of the affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of this king 
Sennacherib, and that he ruled over the Assyrians, and that he 
made an expedition against all Asia and Egypt; and says thus*: 
5. ** Now when Sennacherib was retummg from his Egyptian 
war to Jerusalem, he found his army under Rabshakeh, his ge- 
neral, in danger [by a plague, for] God had sent a pestilential 
distemper upon nis army ; and on the very first night of the 
siege, a hundred four score and five thousand, with their cap- 
tains and generals, were destroyed : So the king was in a great 
dread, and in a terrible agony at this calamity ; and being in 

vard] tbe people might go on peaceably and without fear with their hiubanrtry 
and other aJTaira,** is more distinct in our other copies, both of the Kinp and of 
Isaiah, and deserves very great consideration. Tbe words are these: '* This shall 
be a sign unto thee; ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the 
lecood year that which spriogeth of tbe same ; and in tbe third year sow ye and 
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof,*' S Kings, lix. 90; Isa. 
xxzvii. SO; which seem to me plainly to design a tabbatic year, a year of Jubi- 
fee next after it, and the succeeding usual labours and fruits of them on the third 
and following years. 

* That this terrible calamity of the slaughter of the 185,000 Assyrians is here 
delivered in the words of Berosus tbe Chaldean, and that it was certaialy and 
frequently fpretold by the Jewish prophets, and that it was certainly and unde- 
Diably accomplitbed, see Anthent! Rec, part ii. page 858. 
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great fear lor hi^ whole army, ha fled widi the rest of hia forcea 
to hia own kingdom, and to hia city Nineveh ; Aad when he 
had ^ abode there a little while, he was treacherously aaaaulted, 
and died by the handa of hb elder boss*, Adrammelech and 
Seraaer, and was slain in hia own temple, which was called 
Jraske. Now these sons of his wei« dnven awaj, on account 
of the murder of thdr father by the citizens, and went into Ar-r 
menia, while Assarachoddas took die kingdom of Sennacherib.'* 
And this proved to be the conclusion of this Aaqrrian eapeditioa 
against the people of Jerusalem. 



CHAP. II. 

How Hezekiah was sick, and ready to die; and how God 
bestowed upon him Fifteen Years hnger Life, [and secured 
that Promise] by the going back of the Shadow ten Degrees. 

^ 1. Now king Hezekiah, being thus delivered, after a surprise 
i^g manner, from the dread he was in, offered thank-offerings to 
God^ with all bis people, because nothing else bad destroyed 
some of their enemies, and made the rest so fearful of undergo- 
ing the same fate that they departed from Jerusalem, but that 
divine assistance ^ yetj, while he was very zealous and diligent 
about ttie worship of God, did be soon afterward fall into a se- 
vere distemper f, insomuch that the physicians despaired of him^ 
and expected no good issue of his sickness, as neither did bis 
friends ; and, besides the distemper itself, there was a very me- 
lancholy circumstance that disordered the king, which was the 
consideration that be was childless, and was going to die, and 
leave his house and his government without a successor of his 
own body ; So be was troubled at the thoughts of this bis con- 
dition, and lamented himself, and entreated of God that be would 
prolong his life for a little while^ till he bad some children, and 
not su&r him to depart this life before he was become a father. 

* W^ art here to take notice, that these two tons of Seonacberib, that ran 
^way u>to Armenia, btcame the beads of two fanons famiUes there, the ArzeriH 
nil and the Genunii, of which «ee the particular histories in Moses Chorenensis^ 
p. 00. 

f Josephoi and all our cppies place the aickiuu of Hezekiah after the det^ 
trucHon of Sennacherib's armift becaose it appears to have been after his first as- 
sault, m be was going into Arabia and Egypt, where he posh«d his conquests as 
Ux as they would go, and in order t9 dfspatch his story altogether ; yet does no 
copy but this of Josephos's say it yr9» after that destruction, but only that it hap* 
peoed ill lAoM 4ay$, or about that time of Hezekiah's life. Nor will the fifteen 
years* prolongation of bis life after his sickness allow that sickness to have been 
later than the former part of ^he 1 5th year of bis reigu, since chronology doea 
Qot allow him in all above S9 years and a few months, whereas the first assault 
of Sennacherib was in the 14th year of Hezekiah, but the destruction of Senna* 
cberib*9 army w^s not till his 18th year. 
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Hereupon God had mercy upon hitn, and accepted of his imp-- 
plication, because the trouble he was under at his supposed 
death was not because he was soon to leave the advantages he 
enjoyed in the kingdom, nor diid he on that account pray that 
he might have a longer life afforded him, but in order to have 
sons, that might receive the government after him. And so 
God seat Isaiah the prophet, and commanded him to inform 
Hezekiah, that ^^ within three days' time he should get clear of 
his distemper, and should survive it fifteen years, and that he 
should have children also." Now, upon the prophet's sayii^ 
this, as God had commanded him, he could hardly believe it, 
both on account of the distemper he was under, which was very 
sore, and by reason of the surprising nature of what was told 
him ; so he desired that Isaiah would give him some sign or 
wonder, that he might believe him in what he had said, and be 
sensible that he came from God ; for things that are beyond 
expectation, and greater than our hopes, arp made credible by 
actions of the like nature. And when Isaiah had asked him, 
What sign he desired to be exhibited i he desired that he would 
make the shadow of the sun, which he had already made to go 
down ten steps [or degrees] in his house, to return again to the 
same place, and to make it as it was before''^. And when the 
prophet prayed to God to exhibit this sign to the king, he saw 
what he desired to see, and was freed from his difstemper, and' 
went up to the temple, where he worshiped God, and mad^ 
vows to him. 

2. At this time it was that the dominion of the Assjrrians' was 
overthrown by the Medes f ; but of these things I shall treat 
elsewhere. But the king of Babylon, vtrhose name was Bala- 

^ As to ibis regress of the shadow, either upon a sundial or the steps of the 
royal palace built by Ahaz, whether it were physically done by the real mira- 
culous revolution of the earth in its diurnal motion backward from east to west 
for a while, and its return again to its old natural revolution from west to east, 
or whether it were not apparent only, and performed by an aerial phosphorus^ 
which imitated the sun's motion backward, while a cloud hid the real suo,c<innot 
be determined. Philosophers and astronomers will naturally incline to the lat- 
ter hypothesis. However it must be noted that Josephus seems to have understood 
it otherwise than we generally do, that the shadow was accelerated as much at 
first forward as it was made to go backward afterward, and so the day was 
neither longer nor shorter than usual, which it must be confessed, agrees best 
of all to astronomy, whose eclipses older than that time were observed at the 
same times of the day as if this miracle had never happened. After all, this 
wonderful signal was not, it seems, peculiar to Judea, but either seen or at least 
heard of at Babylon also, as appears by 2 Ghr. xxxii. SI, where we learn that 
the Babylonian ambassadors were sent to Hezekiah, among other things, to in- 
quire of the wonder that teas done in the land. 

f This expression of Josephus, that the Medes, upon this destruction of (he 
Assyrian army, overthrew the Assyrian empire, seems to be too strong ; for al- 
though they immediately cast off the Assyrian yoke, and set up D^loces, fl king 
of their own, yet it was some time before the Medes and Babylonians overthrew 
Nineveh, and some generations ere the Medes and Persians, under Cyaxares and- 
Cyru^, overthrew the Assyrian or Babylonian empire, and took Babylon. 
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dan^ sent ambassadors to Hezekiah, with presents^ and desired 
he would be his ally and his friend. So he received the ambas- 
sadors gladly, and made them a feast, and showed them his 
treasures, and his armoury, and the other wealth he was pos- 
sessed of, in precious stones, and in gold, and gave them pre* 
sents to be carried to Baladan, and sent them back to hitn. 
Upon which the prophet Isaiah came to him, and inquired of 
him, '< Whence those ambassadors came?'" To which he replied, 
that " They came from Babylon, from the king ; and that he 
had showed them all he had, that by the sight of his riches and 
forces he might thereby guess at [the plenty he was in], and be 
able to inform the king of it.'- But the prophet rejoined, and said, 
** Know thou, that, after a little while, these riches of thine shall 
be carried away to Babylon, and thy posterity shall be made 
eunuchs there, and lose their pnanhood, and be servants to the 
king of Babylon, for that God foretold such things would come 
to pass." Upon which words Hezekiah was troubled, and said, 
that *' he was himself unwilling that his nation should fall into 
such calamities, yet, since it is not possible to alter what God 
had determined, he prayed that there might be peace while he 
lived." Berosus also makes mention of this Baladan, king of 
Babylon. Now as to this prophet [Isaiah], he was by the con- 
fession of all a divine and wonderful man in speaking truth ; aiid 
out of the assurance, that he had never written what was false, 
he wrote down all his prophecies, and left them behind him in 
books, that their accomplishment might be judged of from the 
events by posterity ; nor did this prophet do so alone, but the 
others, which were twelve in number, did the same. And what- 
soever is done among us, whether it be good, or whether it be 
bad, comes to pass according to their prophecies ; but of every 
one of these we shall speak hereafter. 



CHAP. III. 

How Manasseh reigned after Hezekiah ; and how, when he was 
in Captivityj he returned to God^ and was restored to his 
Kingdom, and left it to [his SonJ^ Amon. 

§ 1. When king Hezekiah bad survived the interval of time 
already mentioned, and had dwelt all that time in peace, he died; 
having com)^eted fifty-four years of his life, and reigned twenty- 
nine : But when his son Manasseh, whose mother s name was 
Hephzibah, of Jerusalem, had taken the kingdom, he departed 
from the conduct of his father, and fell into a course of life 
quite contrary thereto, and showed himself in his mannas most 
wicked in all respects, and omitted no sort of impiety, but 

VOL. II. E . 
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imitated those transgressions of the Israelites, by the coq^issioii 
of which against God they had been destroyed ; for he was so 
hardy as to defile the temple of God, and the city, and the whole 
country ; for by setting out from a contempt of God, he barba* 
rously slew all the righteous men that were among the Hebrews ; 
nor would he spare the prophets, for he every day slew some of 
them, till Jerusalem was overflown with blood. So God was 
angry at these proceedings, and sent prophets to the king, and 
to the multitude, by whom he threatened the very same ca- 
lamities to them, which their brethren the Israelites, upon the 
like affronts offered to God, were now under. But these men 
would not believe their words, by which belief they might have 
reaped the advantage of escaping all those miseries; yet did 
they in earnest learn that what the prophets had told tfaem waf 
true. 

2. And when they persevered in the same course of life, God 
raised up war against them, from the king of Babylon and Chal- 
dea, who sent an army against J udea, and laid waste the country, 
and caught king Manasseh by treachery, and ordered him to be 
l^rought to him, and had him under his power to inflict what 
punishment he pleased upon him. But then it was that Ma* 
nasseh perceived what a miserable condition he was in, and es- 
teeming himself the cause of all, he besought God to render his 
enemy humane and merciful to him. Accordingly God heard 
his prayer, and granted him what he prayed for. So Manasseh 
was released by the king of Babylon, and escaped the danger 
he was in ; and when he was come to Jerusalem, he endea^ 
voured, if it were possible^ to cast out of his memory those his 
former sins against God, of which he now repented, and to apply 
himself to a very religious life^ He sanctified the temple, and 
j>urged the city, and for the remainder of his days he was intent 
on nothing but to return his thanks to God, for his deliverance, 
and to preserve him propitious to htm all his life long. He also 
instructed the multitude to do the same, as having very nearly 
experienced what a calamity he was fallen into by a contrary 
conduct. He also rebuilt the altar, and offered the legal sacri- 
fices, as Moses commanded. And when he had reestablished 
what concerned the divine worship, as it ought to be, he took 
care of the security of Jerusalem ; he did not only repair the 
old walls with great diligence, but added another wall ,to the 
former. He also built very lofty towiers, and the garrisoned 
places before the city he strengthened, not only in other res^ 
pects, but with provisions of all sorts that they wanted. And 
Indeed, when he had changed his former courscj he so led his 
life for the time to come^ ihat^ from the time of his return to 
piety towards God, he was deemed a happy man and a pattern 
for imitation : When, therefore, he had lived sixty-seven years. 
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he deimrted tbib life^ having reigned fifty-five years, and was 
buried in his dwo gardens; and the --kingdom came to his son 
Amon, whose mother's name was Meshulemeth, of tlie city of^ 
Jotbatb. 



CHAP. IV. 



How Amon reigned instead of Manasseh ; and after Ainon 
reigned Josiah; he was both righteous and religious. As 
also concerning Huldah the Prophetess. 

§^1. This Amon imitated those works of his father which he 
insolently did when he was young; so be had a conspiracy made 
against him by his own servants, and was slain in his own house, 
when he had lived twenty-four years^ and of them had reigned 
two : But the multitude punished those that slew Amon, and 
buried him with his father, and gave the kingdom to his 8<mi 
Josiah, who was, eight years old. His mother was of the city 
Boscath, and h^r name was Jedidah. He was of a most excel-^ 
lent disposition, and naturally virtuous, and followed the actioiw 
of king David, as a pattern and a rule to him in the whole coiK- 
duct of his life. And, when he was twelve years old, he gave 
demonstrations of his religious and righteous behaviour; for he 
brought the people to a sober way of living, and exhorted them 
to leave off the opinion they had of their idols, because they 
were not gods^ but to worship their own God. And by reflect- 
ing on the actions of his progenitors, he prudently corrected 
what they did wrong, like a very elderly man, and like one 
abundantly able to understand what was fit to be done ; and 
what he found they bad well done he observed all the country 
over, and imitated the same. And thus he acted, in following 
the wisdom and sagacity of his own nature, and in compliance 
with the advice and instruction of the elders ; for by following 
tha laws it was that he succeeded so well in the order of bis 
government, and in piety with regard to the divipe worship. 
And this happened because the transgressions of the former 
kings were seen no more, but quite vanished away ; for the king 
went about the city and the whole country, and cut down the 
groves which were devoted to strange gods and overthrew their 
altars ; and if there were any gifts dedicated to them by bis 
forefathers, he made them ignominious, and plucked them down, 
and by this means he brought the people back from their 
opinion about them to the worship of God. He also offered 
his accustomed sacrifices and burnt offerings upon the altar. 
Moreover, he ordained certain judges and overseers, that' tliey 
might order the matters to them severally belonging, and have 
regard to justice above all things, and distribute it with the same 
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concern they would have about their own soul. He also sent 
over all the country, and desired such as pleased to bring gold 
and silver for the repairs of the temple, according to every one's 
inclinations and abilities : And when the money was brought in^ 
he made one M aaseiab the governor pf the city, and Shaphan the 
scribe, andJoah the recorder, and Eliakim the high priest, cura- 
tors of the temple and of the charges contributed thereto, who 
made no delay, nor put the work off at all, but prepared archi- 
tects and whatsoever was proper for those repairs, and set closely 
about the work. So the temple was repaired by this means, 
and became a public demonstration of the king's piety. 

2. But when he was now in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
he sent to Eliakim the high priest, and gave order that, out of 
what money was overplus, he should cast cups and dishes and 
vials, for ministration [in the temple] ; and, besides, that they 
should bring all the gold or silver which was among the trea- 
sures, and expend that also in making cups and the like ves- 
sels. But as the high priest was bringing put the gold, he 
lighted upon the holy books of Moses that wei^ laid up in the 
temple ; and when he had brought them out, he gave them to 
Shaphan the scribe, who, when^he had read them, came to the 
king, and informed him that all was finished which he bad or- 
dered to be done. He also read over the books to him, who; 
when he had heard them read, rent his garment, and called for 
Eliakim the high priest, and for [Shaphan] the scribe, and for 
certain [other] of his most particular friends, and sent them to 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum (which Shallum 
was a man of dignity, and of an eminent family), and bid them 
to go to her and say, that [he desired] ** she would appease God, 
and endeavour to render him propitious to them ; for that there 
was cause to fear lest, upon the transgression of the laws of 
Moses by their forefathers, they should be in peril of going into 
captivity and of being cast out of their own country ; lest they 
should be in want of ail things, and so end their days miserably.-' 
When the prophetess had heard this from ,the messengers that 
were sent to her by the king, she bid them go back to the king, 
and say, that '* God had already given sentence against them, to 
destroy the people, and cast them out of their country, and de- 
prive them of all the happiness they enjoyed ; which sentence 
none could set aside by any prayers of theirs, since it was passed 
on account of their transgressions of the laws, and of their not 
having repented in so long a time, while the prophets had ex- 
horted them to amend, and had foretold the punishments that 
M'ould ensue on their impious practices; which threatening 
God would certainly execute upon them, that they might be 
persuaded that he is God, and had not deceived them in any 
respect as to what he had denounced by his prophets ; that yet, 
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because Josiah was a righteous man, he would at present delay 
those calamities, but that after his death he would send on the 
multitude what miseries he had determined for them." 

3. So these messengers, upon this prophecy of the woman, 
came and told it to the king ; whereupon he sent to the people 
everywhere, and Ordered that the priests and the Levites should 
come together to Jerusalem; and commanded that those of 
every age should be present also. And when they were gathered 
together, he first read to them the holy books ; after which he 
stood upon a pulpit in the midst of the inultitude, and obliged 
them to make a covenant, with an oath, that they would worship 
God and keep the laws of Moses. Accordingly, they gave their 
assent willingly, and undertook to do what the king had recom- 
mended to them. So they immediately offered sacrifices, and 
that after an acceptable manner, and besought God to be gra- 
cious and merciful to them. He also enjoined the high-priest, 
that if there remained in the temple any vessel that was dedi- 
cated to idols, or to foreign gods, they should cast it out. So 
when a great number of such vessels were got together, he burnt 
them, and scattered their ashes abroad, and slew the priests of 
the idols, that were not of the family of Aaron. 

4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, he came into 
the country, and utterly destroyed what buildings had been made 
therein by king Jeroboam, in honour of strange gods ; and he 
burnt the bones of the false prophets upon that altar which Je- 
roboam first built. And as the prophet [Jadon], who came to 
Jeroboam when he was offering sacrifice, and when all the 
people heard him, foretold what would come to pass, viz. that 
^* a certain man of the house of David, Josiah by name, should 
do what is here mentioned." And it happened that those pre- 
dictions took effect after three hundred and sixty-one years. 

5. After these things, Josiah went also to such other Israe- 
lites as had escaped captivity and slavery under the Assyrians, 
and persuaded them to desist from their impious practices, and 
to leave off the honours they paid to strange gods, but to wor- 
ship rightly their own Almighty God, and adhere to him. He 
also searched the houses and the villages and the cities, out of 
a suspicion that somebody might have one idol or other in pri- 
vate; nay, indeed, he took away the chariots [of the sun] that 
were set up in his royal palace* which his predecessors had 
framed, and what thing soever there was besides which they 

* It is bard to reconcile the account In the second book of Kings, ch. zxiii. 
11, with this accoant in Josephus, and to translate this passage truly in Josepbns, 
whose copies are supposed to be here imperfect: however, the general sense of 
both seems to be this, that there were certain chariots, witbiheir horaes, dedi- 
cated to the idol of the bud, or to Molech, which idol might be carried about in 
procession and worshiped by the people, which chariots were now ttdten away^ 
as Josephus says, or, as the book of Kings.says, burnt ^thfire by Jasiah. 
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worehiped as a god. Afid when he had thus purged all the 
country, he called the people to Jerusalem, and there cele« 
brated the feast of unleavened bread, and that called the Pass- 
over. He also gave the people, for paschal sacrifices, young 
kids of the goats and lambs thirty thousand, and three thousand 
. oxen for burnt offerings. The principal of the priests also gave 
to the priests, against the passover, two thousand and sis 
hundred lambs ; the principal of the Levites also gave to the 
Levites five thousand lambs and five hundred oxen, by which 
means there was great plenty of sacrifices: and they offered 
those sacrifices according to the laws of Moses, while every 
priest explained the matter, and ministered to the multitude. 
And indeed there had been no other festival thus celebrated by 
the Hebrews from the times of Samuel the prophet ; and the 
plenty of sacrifices now was the occasion that all things were 
performed according to the laws, and according to the custom 
of their forefathers. So when Josiah had after this lived in 
peace* nay,, in riches and reputation also among all men, he 
ended his life in the manner following. 



CHAP. V. 

How Josiah fousht with Neco, \^King of Egypt,'] ««^ c'fl* 
wounded, and died in a little Time afterward: As also, how 
Neco carried Jehoahaz, who had been made King, into Egypt, 
and delivered the Kingdom to Jehoiakim : and \la^tly'\ con- 
cerning Jeremiah and EzekieL 

^ 1. Now Neco, king of Egypt, raised an army and marched to 
the river Euphrates, in order to fight widi the Modes and Ba- 
bylonians, who had overthrown the dominion of the Assyrians % 
for he had a desire to reign over Asia. Now when he was 
come to the city Mendes, which belonged to the kingdom of 
Josiah, he brought an army to hinder him from passing through, 
his own country, in his expedition against the Medes. Now. 
Neco sent a herald to Josiah, and told him, that ** he did not 
make this expedition against him, but was making haste to Eu- 

Ehrates ; and desired that he would not provoke him to fight against 
imji because he obstructed his march to the place whither he 
had resolved to go.^' But Josiah did not admit of this «dvice of 
Neco's, but put himself into a posture to hinder him from bis 
intended march. I suppose that it was fate that pushed him on 

* 7^18 is a remarkable passage of chronology in Josephns, that about the 
latter end of the reign of Josiah, the Medes and Babylonians overthrew the em. 
pire of the Assyrians $ or, in the words of Tobit's continuator, that ** before To- 
bias died, he heard of the destruction of Nineveh, which was taken by Nebu- 
chodonosor the Babylonian, and Assoerus the Mede.*' Tob. xiv. 15; see Dean 
Prideauji's Connexion, at the year 612. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. V. * ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 55 

to this conduct^ that it might take an occasion against him; for, 
as he was setting his army in array *, and rode about in his 
chariot, from one wing of his aftny to another, one of the 
Egyptians shot an arrow at him, and put an end to his eager- 
ness of fighting ; for being sorely wounded, he commanded a 
retreat to be sounded for his army, and returned to Jerusalem, 
and died of that wound, and was magnificently buried in the 
sepulchre of his fathers, when he had lived thirty-nine years, 
and of them had reigned thirty-one. But all the people mourn- 
ed greatly for him, and lamenting and grieving on his account 
many days : and Jeremiah the pro(>het composed an elegy to 
lament him, which is extant till this time alsof. Moreover, 
this prophet denounced beforehand, the sad calamities that were 
commg upon the city. He also left behind him in writing a 
description of that destruction of our nation which has lately 
happened in our days, and the taking of Babylon ; nor was be 
the only prophet who delivered such predictions beforehand to 
the multitude, but so did Ezekiel also, who was the first person 
that wrote, and left behind him in writing two books concerning 
these events. Now these two prophets were priests by birth, 
but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the thirteenth 
year of the reign of Josiah, until the city and temple were ut- 
terly destroyed. However, as to what befell this prophet, we 
will relate it in its proper place. 

£. Upon the death of Josiah, which we have already men- 
tioned, his son, Jehoahaz by name, took the kingdom, bein^ 
about twenty-three years old. He reigned in Jerusalem, and 
his mother was Hamutal, of the city Labnah. He was an im- 
pious m^n, and impure in his course of life ; but as the king 
of Egypt returned, from the battle, he sent for Jehoahaz to come 
, to him, to the city called Hamath j;, which belongs to Syria t 
and when he was come, he put him in bands, and delivered the 
kingdom to a brother of his, by die Other's side, whose name 
was Eliakim, and changed his name to Jehoiakim, and laid a 
tribute upon the land of a hundred talents of silver and a talent 
of gold, and this sum of money Jehoiakim paid by way of tribute ; 
but Neco carried away Jehoahaz in Egypt, where he died when 

* This battle is jiudy esteemed the very same that Herodotns, B. il. sect. 156« 
mentions, when be says, that ** Necao joined battle with the Syrians [or Jews] 
at Magdolqm [JIdegiddo] and beat them," as Dr. Hudson here observes. 

f Whether Josephus, from 8 Chron. xxxt. 25, here means the book of the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah still extant, which chiefly belongs to the destmction of 
Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like melancholy poem now 
lost, but extant in the days of Josephus, belonging peculiarly to Josiah, can- 
not now bp determined. 

% This ancient city Hamath, which is joined with Arpad,or Aradosi and with 
Damascus, 2 Kings, xyiii. 34 $ Isa. xxxvi. 19 ; Jer. xlix..23 ; cities of Syria and 
Phoenicia, near the borders of Jndea, was also itself evidently near the same 
borders, though long ago utterly destroyed. 
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he had reigned three months and ten days. Now Jeboiakim's 
mother was called Zebudah, of the city; Ilumah. He was of a 
wicked disposition, and readytto do mischief: nor was he either 
religious, towards God or good-natured towards men. 



GHAP. VI. 

How Nebuchadnezzar y when he had conquered the King of 
E^ptytnade an Expedition against the Jervsy and slew Je-^ 
hoiakim, and madeJehoiachin, his Sow, King. 

§ 1. Now ii^ the fourth year of the reigq of Jehoiakim, one; 
whose. name was Nebuchadnezzar took the government over the 
Babylonians, whp at the same, timq went up with a great army to 
the city Carchemish, which wasat Euphrates, upon.a resolution 
he. had taken to fight with Neqo, king of Egypt, under whom, 
all Syria then was. And when Neco understood the intention 
of the king of Babylon^ and that this expedition was made- 
against him, he did not despise his attempt, but made haste with 
a great band of men to Euphrates, to defend himself from Ne- 
buchadnezzar ; and when they had joined battle, be was beaten, 
and lost many ten thousands [of his soldiers] in the battle. So 
the king of Babylon passed over Euphrates, and took all Syria, 
as far as Pelusium, excepting Judea. But when Nebuchad- 
nezzar had already reigned four years^ which was the eighth of 
Jeboiakim's government over the. Hebrews, the king of Babylon 
made an expedition with mighty forces against the Jews, and 
required tribute of Jehoiakim, and threatened, upon his refusal, 
tQ make war against hiva^ He was affrighted at his threatenii^, 
and bought hb peace with money^ and brought the tribute he. 
was ordered to brin j^ for three years. 

2. But on the third year, upon hearing that the king of the; 
Babylonians made an expedition against the Egyptians, he did. 
not pay his tribute ; yet was he disappointed of his hope, for the 
Egyptians durst not fight at this time. And indeed the prophet 
Jeremiah foretold every day how vainly they relied on their 
hopes from Egypt, and how the city would be overthrown by 
the king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim the king would be subdued 
by him. But what he thus spake proved to be of no advantage 
to them, because there were none that should escape ; for both 
the multitude and the rulers, when they heard him, had no con- 
cern about what they heard, but bein^ displeased at what was 
said, as if the prophet were a diviner against the king, they accused 
Jeremiah', and bringing him before the court, they required that 
a sentence and a punishment might be given against him. Now 
all the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, but the elders 
refused, who prudently sent away the prophet from the court of 
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[the prison]^ and persuaded the rest to do Jeremiah no harm ; 
for they said '< he was not the only person, who foretold what 
would come to the city, but that Micab signified the same 
before him, as well as many others, none of which suffered any 
thing of the kings that then reigned, but were honoured as the 
prophets of God/- So they mollified the multitude with these 
words, and delivered Jeremiah from the punishment to which he 
was condemned. Now when this prophet had written all his 
prophecies, and the people were fasting and assembled at the 
temple, on the ninth month of the fifth yesMT of.Jeboiakim9:he 
read the book he had composed of his predictions, of what was 
to befall the city, and the temple, apd the multitude. And when 
the rulers heard of it, they took the book from him, and bid him 
and Baruch the scribe to go their ways, lest they should be dis- 
covered by one or other ; but they carried the book, and gave i| 
to. the king ; so he gave order, in the presence of his friends, 
that his scribe should take it and read it. When the king heard 
what it contained, he was, angry, and tore it and cast it into the 
fire, where it was consumed. He also commanded that they 
should seek for Jeremiah and Baruch the scribe, and bring them^ 
to him, that they might be punished. However, they escaped 
his anger. 

3. Now a little time afterwairds, the king of Babylpn made an 
expedition against Jehoiakim, whom he received [into the city], 
and this out of fear of the foregoing predictions of this prophet^ 
as supposing that he should suffer nothing that was terrible, be- 
cause he neither shut the gates nor fought against him; yet,, 
wb?n he wa^ come into the city, he did not observe: the cove- 
nants be had made, but he slew such as were in the flower of their 
age, and such as were of the greatest dignity, together with their 
king Jehoiakim, whom he commanded to be thrown before the 
walls, without any burial, and made his son Jehoiachin king. of 
the country and of the city : he also took the principal persons, 
in dignity for captives, three thousand in number, and led them; 
away to Babylon^ among which waS the {H-opbet Ezekiel, who. 
was then but young. And this was the end of king Jehoiakim,. 
when he had lived thirty-six years, and of them reigned eleven; 
bi^t Jehoiachin succeeded him in the kingdom, whose mother's 
name was Nehushta : she was a citizen of Jerusalem. He- 
reigned three months and ten days. 
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CHAP. VIL 

That the King of Babylon repented of making Jehoiachin Kingj 
and took him away to Babylon^ and delivered the Kingdom 
to Zedekiah. This Kins would not believe what was vreaicted 
by Jeremiah and Ezekielf but joined himself to the Egyp" 
ttans, who, when they came into Judea, were vanquished by 
tlie King of Babylon : As also what befell Jeremiah. 

^ 1. But a terror seized on tbe king of Babylon, nvbo had 
given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, and that ioimediately ; be 
was afraid that he should bear bim a grudge, because of his 
killing his father, and thereupon should make ^e country re- 
volt from him; wherefore he sent an army and besieged Je- 
hoiachin in Jerusalem ; but, because he was of a gentle and just 
disposition, he did not desire to see the city endangered on bis 
account, but he took his mother and kindred, and delivered them 
to the commanders seat by the king of .Babylon, and accepted 
of their oaths, that neither should they suffer any harm nor the 
city, which agreement they did not observe for a single year ; 
for the king of Babylon did not keep it, but gave orders to his 
generals to take all that were in the city captives, both the 
youth and the handicraftsmen, and bring them bound to him ; 
their dumber was ten thousand eight hundred and thirty-^wo ; 
as also Jehoiachin, and his mother and friends : and when these 
were brought to him, he kept them in custody, and appointed 
Jehoiachin's uncle, 2^dekkh, to be king, and made him take an 
oath that he would certainly keep the kingdom for him, and 
make no innovation, nor have any league of friendship with the 
Egyptians. 

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when ha 
took the government, and had the same mother with his brother 
Jehoiakim,.but was a despiser of justice and of hb duty; for 
truly those of the same age with him were wicked about him, 
and the whole multitude did what unjust and insolent things 
they pleased ; for which reason the prophet Jeremiah came 
often to him and protested to him, and insisted that ^^ he must 
leave off his impieties and transgressions, and take care of what 
was right, and neither give ear to the rulers (among whom were 
wicked men) nor give credit to their false prophets, who deluded 
them, as if the kitig of Bi|bylon would make no more war against 
him, and as if the Egyptians would make war against him and 
conquer him, since what they said was not true, and the events 
would not prove such [as they expected].'' Now as to Zede- 
kiah himself, while he heard the prophet speak he believed him, 
and agreed to every thing as true, and supposed it was for his 
advantage ; but then his friends perverted him, and dissuaded 
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hiiii from what the prophet adrised^ and obliged him to ^ what 
tbey pleased, Ezekiel also foretold in Babylon what calamities 
were coming upon the people, which when he heard, he sent ac'- 
counts of them unto Jerusalem ; but Zedekiah did not believe 
their prophecies, for the reasons following: It happened that 
the two prophets agreed with one another in what th^ said as 
to all other things, that the city should b^ taken and Zedekiah 
himself should be taken captive, but Ezekiel disagreed with him, 
and said that ^'Zedekiah should not see Babylon/' while Jere- 
miah said to him, that *^ the king of Babylon should carry him 
away liiither in bonds/' And because they did not both say the 
same thing as to this circumstance, he disbelieved what they 
both appeared to agree in, and condemned them as not speak- 
ing truth therein, although all the things foretold him did come 
to pass, according to their prophecies, as we shall show upon a 
fitter opportunity. 

S. Now when Zedekiah preserved the league of mutual as- 
sistance he had made with the Babylonians, for eight years, he 
brake it, and revolted to the Egyptians, in hopes, by their assist* 
ance, of overcoming the Babylonians. When the king of Ba- 
bylon knew this, he made war against him : he laid his country 
waste^ and took his fortified towns, and came to the city Jeru* 
salem itself to besiege it: But when the king of Egypt heard 
what circumstances Zedekiah his ally was in, he took a great 
army with him, and came into Judea, as if he would raise the 
siege; upon which the king of Babylon departed from Jerusa- 
lem and met the Egyptians, and joined battle with them and 
beat them, and when he had put them to flight he pursued them 
and drove them out of all Syria. Now as soon as the king of 
Babylon was departed from Jerusalem, the false prophets de-^ 
ceived Zedekiah, and said that '^ the king of Babylon would not 
any more make war against him or his people, nor remove them 
out of their own country into Babylon, and that those dien in 
captivity would return, with all those vessels of the temple of 
which the king of Babylon had despoiled that temple.'' But 
Jeremiah came among them and prophesied what contradicted 
these predictions, and what proved to be true, that '^ they did ill 
and deluded the king ; that the Egyptians- would be of no ad- 
vantage to them, but that the king of Babylon would renew the 
war against Jerusalem and besiege it again, and would destroy 
the people by famine, and carry away iJbose that remained into 
captivity, and would take away what they had as spoils, and would- 
carry off those riches that were m the temple ; nay, that, besides 
this, he would burn it, and utterly overthrow the city ; and that 
they should serve him and his posterity seventy years, and then 
the Persians and the Medes should put an end to their servitude 
and overthrow the Babylonians, and that we iriiall be dismissed 
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and retMra to Aiia land/ and re^bufld the te^iplei and restore Je- 
rujBalem *." When Jer0niiah said this, th^ greater part believed 
him, but the rulers and those that were wicked despised him, as 
o.ne disordered in his senses. Now he had resolved to go else- 
where, to his own country, which was called Anathothj and wa» 
twenty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, and as he was going, 
Qne of the rulers met him, and seized upon him, and accused 
him falsely, as though he were going as a deserter to the Baby- 
lonians; but Jeremiah said that he accused him falsely, and 
added that he was only going to his own country ; but die other 
would not believe him ; but seized upon him and led him away 
to the rulers, and laid an accusation against him, under whom 
he endured all sorts of torme^nls and tortures, and was reserved 
to be punished; and this was the ^condition he was in for some 
t.ime, while he. suffered what 1 have already described unjustly. 

4. Now, in the ninth year of the reign of 2^dekian, on the 
tenth day of the tenth month, the king of Babylon made a. se- 
cond expedition against Jerusalem^ and lay before it eighteen* 
months, and besieged it with the utmost application. There; 
came ppon them also two of the greatest calamities at the same 
time that Jerusalem was besieged, a famine and a pestilential 
distemper, and made great havoc of them : and though the pro- 
phet Jeremiah was in prison, he did not rest, but cried out, and- 
proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the multitude to open their 
gates, and adn^it the king of Babylon, for that if they did so, 
they should be preserved, and their whole families; but if they 
did not so, they should be destroyed ; and he foretold, that if 
any one stayed in the city he should certainly perish by one of 
these ways, either be consumed by the famine or slain by the 
enemy^s sword, but that if he would fly to the enemy he should 
escape death ; yet did not these rulers who heard believe him,, 
even when, they were in the midst of their sore calamities, but 
they came to the king, and, in th^r anger, informed him what Je- 
remiah said, and accused him, and complained of the prophet, 
as of a madman and one that disheartened their minds, and by- 
the denunciation of miseries, weakened the alacrity of the mul- 
titudei, who were otherwise ready to expose themselves to dan- 
gers fpr him and for their country ; while he in a way of threat- 
ening warned them to fly to the enemy, and told them that' 
certainly the city should be taken and be utterly destroyed. 

5. But for the king himself, he was not at all irritated against: 
Jeremiah, such was his gentle and righteous disposition; yet,= 
that he might not be engaged in a quarrel widi those rulers at 

* ^osephos says here, that Jeremiah prophesied not ooly of the retain of the 
Jews from the Babylonian captivity, and this under the Persians and M edes, as- 
In oar other copies, but of their rebuilding the temple, and even the city Jeru- 
salem, vrhich does not appear in our copies under his name; see the note on' 
Antiq* B. xi. chap* i. sect. S.. 
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such a time, by opposing what tfiey intended, he let them dd 
with the prophet whatsoever they woald ; wh^eupon, when the 
king had granted them such a permission, they presently came 
into the prison and took him, and let him down with a cord into 
a pit full of mire, that he might be suffocated tfnd die of himself. 
So he ^ood up to the neck in the mire, which was all about 
him, aind so continued ; but there was one of the king's servants, 
who was in esteem with him, an Ethiopian by descent, who told 
the king what a state the prophet was in, and said that his friends 
and his rulers had done evil in putting the prophet into the mire, 
and by that means contriving ligainst him that be should suffer 
a death more bitter than^ that by his bonds only. When the king 
heard this, he repented of his having delivered up the prophet to 
the rulers, and bid the Ethiopian take thirty men of the king's 
guards, and cords with them, and whatsoever else they under- 
stood to be necessary for the prophet's preservation, and to draw 
him up immediately. So the Ethiopian took the men he was 
ordered to take, and drew up the prophet out of the mire, and 
left him at liberty [in the prison]. 

6. But when the king had sent to call him privately, and in- 
quired what he could say to him from God which might be 
suitable to his present circumstances, and desired him to inform 
him of it. Jeremiah replied that *' he had somewhat to say ;" 
but he said withal, '^ he should not be believed, nor, if he 
admonkhed them, should he be hearkened to ; for, said he; thy 
friends have determined to destroy me, as though I had heeik 
guilty of some wickedness ; and where are now those men who 
deceived us, and said that the king of Babylon would not come 
to fight against us any more ? But I am afraid now to speak the 
truth, lest thou shouldst condemn me to die.'' And when the 
king had assured him, upon oath, that he would neither himself 
put him to death nor deliver him up to the rulers, he became 
bdd upon that assurance that was given him, and gave him this 
adviice, that ** he should deliver the city up to the Babylonians ; 
and he said that it was God that prophesied this by him, that 
[he must do so] if he would be preserved and escape out of the 
danger he was in, and that then neither should the city fail to 
the ground nor should the temple be burned ; but that [if he 
disobeyed] he would be the cause of these miseries coming upon 
the citizens, and of the calamity that would befall his whol^ 
house." When the king heard this, he said that '' he would 
willingly do what he persuaded him to, and what he declared 
would be to. his advantage, but that he was afraid of those of his 
own country that had fallen away to the Babylonians, lest h^ 
should be accused by them to the king of Babylon, and be 
punished.*' But the prophet encouraged him, and said ^' he 
had no cause to fear such punishment, for that he shpnld not 
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hive tto ex^perience of any nisforUiDey if he wouM cMirer all 
up to die Babyloni^s, neither himself nor his children nor his 
wives, and that the temple should then continue unhurt" So 
when Jeremiah had said this, the king let him go, and charged 
him <^ to betray what they had resolved on to none of the citir 
sens, nor to tell any of diese matters to any of the relers, if they 
should have learned that he had been sent for, and should ior 
quire of him what it was that he was sent for, and what be had 
said to bim ; but to pretend to them that he besought him that 
be might not be kept in bonds and in prison." And indeed, he 
said so to them ; for they came to &e prophet and asked him 
what advice it was that he came to give the king relating to them. 
And thus I have finidied wlmt concerns this matter. 



\ CHAR VIII. 

How the King of Babylon took Jerusalem^ and burned the 
Temple^ and removed the People of Jerusalem and Zedekiah 
to Babylon. As also, who they were that had succeeded in 
the High Priesthood under the Kings. 

§ 1. Now the king of Babylon was very intent and earnest upon 
die siege of Jerusalem ; and he erected towers upon great banks 
, of earth, and from them repelled those that stood upon the 
walls ; he also made a great number of such banks round about 
the whole city, whose height was equal to those walls. How^ 
ever, those that were within bore the siege with cour^^e and 
alacrity ; for they were not discouraged, either by the famine or 
by the pestilential distemper, but were of cheerful minds in the 
prosecution of the war, although those miseries within oppressed • 
them also ; and they did not suffer themselves to be terrified, 
either by the contrivances of the enemy, or by their engines of 
war, but contrived still different engines to oppose all the other 
withal, till indeed there seemed to be an entire struggle between 
the Babylonians and the people of Jerusalem, which had the 
greater sagacity and skill; the former party supposmg they 
should be thereby too hard for the other, for the destruction of 
the city; the latter placing their hopes of deliverance in nothing 
else but in persevering in such inventions in oppontion to the 
other, as might demonstrate the enemies' engines were useless to 
them. And this siege they endured for eighteen months, until 
they were destroyed by the famine, and by the darts which the 
enemy threw at thein from the towers. 

2. Now the city was taken on the ninth day of the fourth 
month, in the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah. They 
were indeed only generals of the king of Babylon, to whom 
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Nebuchildnczsar cotamilled .tbe car q of the Aeg^, for he abode, 
hioiself in tke city of RibUb* The names of these generals who. 
ravaged aad subdued Jerusalem, if any one desire to know them, 
were these^Neigal Sharezer, Sarogar Nebo, Rabsaris, Sarse- 
chim, and Rabmag. And when the city was taken about mid- 
night, and tbe enemies' generab were entered into the t^mple^ 
and when Zedekiah was sensible of it, he took his wives and his 
children, and his captains^ and his friends, and with them fled 
out of the city» through tbe fortified ditch, and through the 
desert; and when certain of the deserters had informed the 
Babylonians of this, at break of day they made haste to. pursue 
after Zedekiah, and overtook bim not far from Jericho, and en- 
compassed him? about ; but for those fnends and captains of 
Zedekiah who had fled out of the city with him, when they saw 
their enemies near them, they left him and dispersed themselves^ 
some one way and some another, and eveiyone resolved to save 
himself; so the enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he wasi 
deserted by all but a few, with his children and his wives^ and 
brought him to the king. When he was come, Nebuchadnezzar 
b^an to *^ call him a wicked wretch, and a covenant breaker, 
and one that had forgotten his former words when he promised 
to keep the country for him. He also reproached him for his 
ingratitude, that when he had received the kingdom from him, 
who had taken it ftom Jehoiacbin, and given it him, he had 
made use of the power be gave him. against him that gave it ; 
but, said he, God is great, who bateth that conduct of thine 
and hath brought thee under us.'' And when be had used these 
words to Zedekiah, he commanded his sons and his friends to 
be slain, while Zedekiah and tbe rest of die captains looked on, 
after which he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound bim, 
and carried him to Babylon. And these things happened to 
him*, as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had foretold to him, that he 
should be caught and brought before the king of Babylon, and 
should speak to him face to face, and should see his eyes with 
his own eyes ; and thus far did Jeremiah prophesy; but he was 
also made Mind and brought to Babylon, but did not see it, ac^ 
cording to the prediction of Ezekiel. 

8. We have said thus much, because it was sufficient to show 
the nature of God to such as are ^norant of it, that it is various, 
and acts many different ways, and that all events happen after a 
regular manner, in their proper season, and that it foretells what 
must come to pass. It is also sufficient to show the ignorance 

• This observation of Josephas's about the seemlog diBa|;reeneBt of Jeremiab, 
ch. zzxii. 4, and zxxiv. 3) and £zek. zii. 13,, but real agreement at last, con- 
cerning the fate of Zedekiah, is very true and very remarkable: see chap. vii. 
sect. H, Nor is it at all nnUkely that tbe courtiers and false prophets might 
make use of thn seeming contradiction to dissuade Zedekiah from believing 
either of those prophets, as Josephus here intimates he was dissuaded thereby. 
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and incredulkj of men, whereby thej are not permitted, to fore* 
see tiny thing that is future, and are, without any guard, exposed 
to calamities, so that it is impossible for them to avoid the ex-^ 
perience of those calamities. 

4. And after this manner have the kings of David's race ended 
their lives, being in number twenty-qne until the last king; who 
altogether reigned five hundred and fourteen years, aud six 
months and ten days ; of whom Saul, who was their first kingj 
retained the government twenty years, though he was not of the 
same tribe with the rest. 

5. And now it was that the king of Babylon sent Nebuzara- 
dan the general of his army to Jerusalem, to pillage the temple, 
who had.it also in command to bum it, and the royal palace^ 
and to lay the city even with the ground, and to transplant the 
people into Babylon. Accordingly, he came to Jerusalem in 
the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, and pillaged the temple, and 
carried out the vessels of God, both gold and silver^ and partis 
cularly that large laver which Solomon dedicated, as also the 
pillars of brass, and their chapitres, with the golden tables and 
the candlesticks ; and when he had carried these ofi^, he set fire 
to the temple in the fifth month, the first day of the nionth, on 
the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, and on the e^hteenth 
year of Nebuchadnezzar; he also burnt the palace and over- 
threw the city. Now the temple was burnt four hutidred and 
seventy years, six months, ^nd ten days after it was built. It wa» 
then one thousand and sixty -two years, six months, and ten days 
from the departure out of Egypt ; and from the deluge to the 
destruction of the temple, the whole interval was one. thousand 
nine hundred fifty-seven years, six months, and ten days; but 
from the generation of Adam until this befell the temple, there 
were three thousand five hundred and thirteen years, six months^ 
and ten days ; so great was the number of years hereto belonging; 
And what actions were done during those years, we have partis 
cularly related. But the general of the Babylonian king now 
overthrew the city to the very foundations, and removed the 
people, and took for prisoners the high priest Seraiah, and Ze« 
phaniah the priest that was next to him, and the rulers that 
guarded the temple, who were three in number, and the eunuch 
who was over the armed men, and seven friends of Zedekiah; 
and his scribe, and sixty other rulers; all which, together with 
the vessels which they had pillaged, he carried to the king of 
Babylon to Riblah, a city of Syria. So the king commanded 
the heads of the high priest and of the rulers to be cut off there ; 
but he himself led all the captives, and Zedekiah^ to Babylon. 
He also led Josedek the bi^h priest away bound. He ^as the 
son of Seraiah, the high priest whom the king of Babylon bad 
slain in Riblah, a dty of Syria, as we have just now related. • 

6. And now,, because we have enumerated the succession of 
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tfae kings^ and who they were, and how long they reigned, I' 
think it necessary to set down the names of the high priests, and 
who they were that, succeeded one another in the high priesthood 
under the kings. The first high priest then at the temple which 
Solomon built, was Zadok ; after him his son Achimas received 
that dignity ; after Achimas was Azarias; his son was Joram, 
and Joram's son was Isus; after him was Axioramus; his son 
was Phideas, and Phideas^s son was Sudeas, and Sudeas's son 
was Jnelus, and Juelus's son was Jotham, and Jotham^s son 
was Urias, and Urias's son was Nerias, and Nerias's son was 
Odeas, and his son was Sallumus, and Sallumus's son was El- 
ciaS) and his son [was Azarias*, and his son] was Sareas, and 
his son was Josadoc, who was carried captive to Babylon. All 
these received the high priesthood by succession, the sons from 
their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept Zedekiah 
in prison until he died, and buried him magnificently, and dedi- 
cated the vessels he had pillaged out of the temple of Jerusalem 
to his own gods, and planted the people in the country of Ba* 
bylon, but freed the high priest from his bonds. 



CHAP. IX. 

How Nebuzaradan set Gedaliah over the Jews that were left in 
Judea^ which Gedaliah was a little afterward slain by Ishmael : 
and how Jonathan, after Ishmael was driven away, went down 
iftto Egypt with the People; which People Nebuchadnezzar, 
when he had made an Expedition against the Egyptians, took 
captive, and brought them away to Babylon. 

§ I. Kow the general of the army, Nebuzaradan, when he had 
carried the people of the Jews into captivity, left the poor and 
those that had deserted in the country, and made one whose 
name was Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, a person of a noble 
family, their governor, which Gedaliah was of a gentle and 
righteous disposition. He also commanded them that they 
should cultivate the ground, and pay an appointed tribute to the 
king. He also took Jeremiah the prophet out of prison, and 
would have persuaded him to go along with him to Babylon, 
for that he had been enjoined by the king to supply him with 
whatsoever he wanted: and if he did not like to do so, he 

* I have here inserted in brackets this high priest Azarias, thoagh he be omit« 
ted in aU J osephos's copies, out of the Jewish chronicle, Seder Oiam, of how 
little authority soever I generally esteem such htfe rabMaical historians { because 
we know from Josephus himself, that the number of the high priests belonging 
to this Interval was eighteen, Antiq. B. xz. ch. z, whereas his copies h^ve here 
but seventeen. 
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4esired him to inform htm where he resohed to chrell, that he 
might signify the same to the king ; but iiae profhet had no 
mind to follow him, nor to dwelt anywhere else^ i>nt would 
gladly live in the ruins of bis country, and in the miserable re«> 
mains of it When the general understood what his {Murpose 
was, he enjoined Gedaliab, whom he left behind^ to take all 
possible care of him, and to supply him with whatsoever he 
wanted : so what be had given hira rich presents he dismissed 
him. Accordingly Jelemiah abode ki a city of that country 
which was called Mi^akf and desired of Nebuzaradan that he 
would set at liberty his disciple, Baruch, the .son of Neriali, one 
of a very eminent family^ and exceeding ^tful in the language 
of his country*. 

2. When Nebuzaradsn had done thus, he made haste to Ba* 
bylon ; but as to those that fled away during the siege of Jeru- 
salem, and had been scattered over the country, when they heard 
that the Babylonians were gone away, and had left a remnant to 
the land of Jerusalem, and those such as were to cultivate the 
same, they came together from all parts to GedaUah to Mispaiu 
Now the rulers that were over them were Johanan, the son of 
Kareah, and Jezaniah and Seraiah, and others beside them. 
Now there was of the royirl fiftmily one Ishmael, a wicked man 
and very crafty, who, during the siege of Jerusalem, fled to 
Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, and abode with him during 
that time : And Gredaliah persuaded them, now they were there, 
to stay with him, and to have no fear of the Babylonians, for 
that if they would cultivate the country they should sufier no 
harm. This he assured them of by oath, and said that they 
should have him for their patron, and that if any disturbance 
should arise, they should find him ready to defend them. He 
also advised them to dwell in any city, as ever^ one of them 
pleased ; and that they would send men along with his own ser^ 
vants, and rebuild their houses upon the old foundations and 
dwell there ; and he admonished them beforehand that they 
should make preparation, while the season lasted, of corn, and 
wine, and oil, that they might have whereon to feed during the 
winter. When he had thus discoursed to them, he dismissed 
them, that every one might dwell in what place of the country 
he pleased. 

* 3. Now when this report was spread abroad as far as the na- 
tions that bordered on Judea, that Gedaliah kindly entertained 
those that came to him, after they had fled away, upon this 
[only] condition, that they should pay tribute to the king of 
Babylon, they also came readily to Gedaliah, and inhabited the 

* Of this character of Barach, the son of Neriah, and the genuineness of his 
book that stands now in our Apocrypha, and that it is really a canonical book, 
aud an appendix to Jeremiah, see Authent. Rec. part i. page 1 — 11. 
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country. Aiid when Jc^anan and the rulers ]di»l were with bim 
observed. the country and the humaiftty of Gedaliali, the7.w!ere 
exceedingly in love with him, ;and told hitn that Baalis, the kii^ 
of the AmmomJteB, had sent. Isbmael to kill htm hy treachery 
and secretly, chst he might have the dominion over the Israel- 
ites, as being of the royal family; and theyi said that he might 
deliver himself from this treacherous design if he ^would give 
ikem leave to slay Ishmael^ and nobodgr sboald know it ;< for 
they lold him they were afraid that, when be was kiUed by the 
other, the entire ruin of the remaining sferei^h of the Israelites 
would ensue : But he professed that ^< he did not believe what 
they said, when they told hkn of suck a treacherous design iw m 
aian that had been weU treated by ham,, because it wasnoitpi^ 
bable that one who, upder such a want of all things, had faaied 
of nothing that was necessary for him, should he found so wicked 
and ungrateful towards his benefactor, that when it would be an 
instance of wickedness in him not to save bim, bad be beeH 
treacherously assaulted by others, to endeavour, and that eaii- 
nestly, to kill him with bis own band : that, however, if he ought 
to suppose this information to be true, it was better for himself 
to be slain by the other, than to destroy a man who fled to him 
for refuge, and emrusted hb own safety to hha, and committed 
himself to his disposal." 

4. So Johanan and the rulers that were with him, not being 
able to perauade Gedaliah, went away ; but after the interval of 
thirty days wa& over, Ishmael came again to Gedaliah, to the 
city Mispah, and ten men with him ; and when he iiad f^asteid 
Ishmael and those that were with him in a splendid manner at 
his table, and had given them presents, he became disordered iik 
drink, while he endeavoured to be very merry wkh th^m ;. and 
when Ishmael saw him. in that case, and that he was drowned in 
his cups to the. degree of insensibility, and had fallen asleep, ive 
rose up on a sudden, with his ten friends, andslewOedaliab and 
those that were with him at the feast ; and when he bad staiti 
them, he went out by night aiui slew ail the Jews that were in 
the city, and those soldiers also which were left therein by the 
Babylonians : but the next day fourscore men came out of the 
country, with presents to Gedaliah, none of- them knowing what 
had befallen him ; when Ishmael saw them, he invited 'them in 
to Gedaliah, and when they were come in, he shut h|> the court 
and slew them, and cast their dead bodies down into a certain 
deep pit, that they might sot be seen ,- but of these fourscore men 
Ishmael spared those that entreated him not to kill theni, till 
they had delivered up to him what riches they had concealed in 
the fields, consistii^ of their furniture and garments and corn ; 
but he took captive the people that were in Mispah, with their 
wives and children, among whom were, the daughters of kmg 
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Zedekiah, whom.Nebuzaradftny the general of the army of Bat- 
bylon, had left with Gedaliah : And when he had done this^ 
he came to the king of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him beard of wliat 
was done at Mispah by Isbmael^ and of the death of Gedaliah j 
they had indignation at it, and every one of them took his own 
armed men and came suddenly to fight with Ishmael, and over- 
took him at the fountain in Hebron : And when those that were 
carried away captives by Ishmael saw Johanan and the rulers^ 
they were very glad, and looked upon them as coming to their 
assistance ; .so they left him that had carried them captives and 
came over to Johanan : then Ishmael^ with eight men, fled to 
iheking of the Ammonites; but Johanan took those whom he 
had rescued out, of the hands of Ishmael, and the eunuchs, and 
their wives and children, and came to a certain place called 
Mandra^ and there they abode that day, for they had determined 
ito remove from thence and to go into Egypt, out of fear lest the 
Babylonians should slay them, in. case they - continued in the 
country, and that out of anger at the slaughter of Gedaliah, who 
had been by them set over it for governor. 

6. Now while they were under this deliberation, Johanan, 
tbe^son of Kareahyand the rulers that were with him, came to 
Jeremiah the prophet, and desired that he wpuld pray to. God 
ihat,: because they were at. an, utter loss about what they ought 
to do, he would discover it to them, and they sware that they 
would do whatsoever Jeremiah should say to them: And when 
the prophet said he would be their intercessor with God, it 
came to pass, that after ten days God appeared to him, and said 
that /^ he should inform Johanan and the other rulers, and all 
Ihe people, that he would be with them while they continued in 
diat country, and take care of them, and keep them from being 
hurt by the Babylonians, of whom they, were afraid ; but that he 
would desert them if they went into Egypt, and, out of his 
wrath against them, would inflict the same punishments upon 
them which they knew their brethren had already endured.^' So 
when the prophet had informed Johanan and the people that 
God foretold these things, he was not believed when he said 
thfit God commanded them to continue in that country, but 
they imagined that he said so to gratify Baruch, his own 
disciple, and belied God, and that be persuaded them to stay 
there that they might be destroyed by the Babylonians. Ac- 
cordingly, both the people and Johanan disobeyed the counsel 
of God, which he gave them by the prophet, and removed into 
Egypt) and carried Jeremiah and Baruch along with them. 

7. And when they were there, God signified to the prophet 
that the king of Babylon was about making an expedition against 
the. Egyptians, and commanded him to foretell to. the people 
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that Egypt should be taken, and the king of Babylon should 
slay some of them, and should take others captive and bring 
them to Babylon; which things came to pass accordingly, for 
on the fifth year after thie destruction of Jerusalem, which was 
the twenty-third of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, he made an 
expedition against Celesyria, and when he had possessed himself 
of it, he made war against the Ammonites and Moabites; and 
when he had brought all those nations under subjection, he fell 
upon Egypt in order to overthrow it, and he slew the king * that 
then reigned, and set up another, and be took those Jews that 
were there captives and led them away to Babylon. And such 
Avas the end of the nation of the Hebrews, as it hath been deli- 
vered down to us, it having twice gone beyond Euphrates ; for 
the people of the ten tribes were carried out of Samaria by the 
Assyrians, in the days of king Hoshea : after which the people 
of the two tribes that remained after Jerusalem was taken [were 
carried away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon and 
Chaldea* Now as to Shalmanezer, he removed the Israelites 
out of their country, and placed therein the nation of the Cu- 
iheans, who had formerly belonged to the inner parts of Persia 
alid Media, but were then called Samaritans^ by taking the 
name bf the country to which they were removed ; but the king 
of Babylon, who brought out the two tribes^ placed no other 
nation in their country f, by which means all Judea and Jerusa- 
lem and the temple continued to be a desert for 'seventy years: 
but the entire interval of time which passed from: the captivity 
of the Israelites to the carrying away of the two tribes proi^ed 
to be a haadred and thirty years, six motiths, and ten days. 



CHAP. X. 

Concerning Daniel, and what befell him at Babylon. 
% 1. But now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took some 
of the most noble of the Jews that were children, and the kins- 
itien of Zedekiah their king, .such as were remarkable for the 
beauty of their bodies and the comeliness of their countenances, 
iind delivered them into the hands of tutors, and to the improve- 

• Herodotus says, this kiog of Egypt [Pharaoh Hophra, or Apries] was slain 
by the Egyptians, as Jeremiah foretold his slaughter by his enemies, Jer. xliv. 
S9, 30, and that as a sign of the destruction of Egypt [by Nebuchadnezzar}. 
Josephug says, this king was slain by Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

f We see here that Judea was left in a manner desolate after the captivity of 
the two tribes, and was not repeopled with foreign colonies, perhaps as an indi- 
cation of Providence that the Jews were to repeople it without opposition them 
selves. I also esteem the later and present desolate condition of the same coun- 
try, without being repeopled by foreign colonies,>to be a like indication that the 
same Jews are hereafter to re^teople it again themselves, at their so long expected 
future restoration. 
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Hieiit to bd made by them. He also made some of them to be 
eunuchs', M^hich course he tdok also wi& those €^f other nations^ 
whom he had taken in the flower of their age, and afforded tiieifK 
their diet from his own table, and had them instructed in the 
institutes of the country, mid tacught the learning of the Cha)^ 
iieans; imd they had now exercised themselves sufficiently in 
that wisdom which he had ordered they should apply thenKsdvea 
to. Now among these there were four of the &mily of Zede- 
kiaih, of most excellent dispositions, the one of whom wa» called 
Dimiel, another iwas call<!d jinanias, another Misaelf and the 
fburth Azarias: and the king of Babylon changed their names, 
and cominanded that they should make use of other names; 
Daniel he called Baltdser^ Ananias Shadrach, Misael Meshach^ 
aild Azarias Ahednego. These the king had in esteem and c(HI« 
tttiued to love, becacme of die very excellent temper they were 
of, and because of their aj^plication to leamitig and the progress 
they had made in wisdom. 

' 2. Now. Ddniel waA his kinsmen had resolved to use a severe 
diet, and to abstein horn those kinds of food \i4kieh cailie from 
the king's table, and entirely to forbear to eat ctf all living cred- 
'tures : So he came to Ashpenas, who wae diat eutiueh ^ to 
whom the tare of them was comniitted, and diesired bkn to take 
and spend what was brought for them from the king, but to give 
them puke and dates for their food, and any thing ^e besides 
the flesh of living creatures, that he pleased ; for that their in- 
clinations were to that sort of food, and that they despised die 
other. He replied that he was ready to serve them in what they 
desired, but he suspected that they would be discovered by the 
king, from their meagre bodies and the alteration of their coun- 
tenances, because it could not be avoided but their bodies and 
colours must be changed with their diet, especially while they 
would be clearly discovered by the finer appearance of the other 
children, who would fare better, and thus they should bring him 
into danger and occasion him to be punished ; yet did th^y per^ 
«uade Arioch, who was thujS fearful, to give them what food they 
diisired for ten days, by way of trial, and in case the habit of 
their bodies were not altered, to go on in the same way, as ex- 
pecting that they should not b^ hui't thereby afterwards, but |hat 
if he saw them look meagre and worse than the rest, he should 
reduoe them to their former diet. Now, when it appeared that 
fihey were so far ffom becoming worse, by the use of this food, 
that they grew plumper aiid fuller in body than the rest, inso- 

* That Daniel was made one of those ennuchs of which Isuah prophesied^ 
Isaiah, xxxix. 7, and the three children his companions also, seems to me plain, 
both here in Josephus and in onr copies of Oaniel, Dan. t. S,^, 7-->ll, 18; al- 
tlloiigh it most be granted, that some married persons, that had children, were 
Sometimes called eunuchs, hi a general acceptation for courtiers, on account that 
so many of the ancient courtiers were real eunuchs. See Gen. xxxix. 1. 
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much thai he thought thooe who fed on what came from the 
king's table seemed less plump and full^ while those that were 
with Daaiel looked as if they bad lived in plenty and in all 
sorts of luxury, Arioch^ from that time, securely took himself 
what the king sent every day from his supper, according to cus- 
tom, for the children, but gave them the forementioned diets, 
while they had their souls in some measure more pure and less 
burdened, and so fitter for learning, and had their bodies in 
better tune for hard labour; for they neither had the former 
op(»«ssed and heavy widi variety of meats, nor were the other 
effeminate on the same account ; so they readily understood all 
the learning that was among the Hebrews and among the Chal- 
deans, as especially did Daniel, who being already sufficiently 
skilful in wisdom, was very busy about the interpretatiott%f 
dreams ; and God manifested himself to him. 
. 3. Now, two years after the destruction of Egypt, king Ne- 
buchadnezzar saw a wonderful dream, the accomplishment of 
which God showed htm in his sleep, but when he arose out of 
his bed, he forgot the accomplishment : so he sent for the Chal- 
deans and magicians and the prophets, and told them that he had 
seen a dreatn, and informed them that he had foi^otten the ac- 
Gonq>lishment of what he had seen, and he enjoined them to 
tell him both what the dream was and what was its signification ; 
^od they said that this was a thing impossible to be discovered 
by men, but they promised him that, if he would explain to 
them what dream he had seen, they would tell him its significa- 
tion* Hereupon he threatened to put them to death unless they 
told him his dream ; and he gave command to have them all 
put to death, since they confessed they could not do what they 
were commanded to do. Now when Daniel heard that the 
king had given a command that all the wise men should be put 
to death, and that among them himself and his three kinsmen 
were in danger, he went to Arioch, who was captaia of the 
king's guards, and desired to know of him what was the reason 
why the king had given command that all the wise men and 
Chaldeans and> magicians should be slain. So when he had 
learned that the king had had a dream and had forgotten it, and 
that, when they were enjoined to inform the king of it, they had 
said they could not do it, and had thereby provoked him to 
anger, he desired of Arioch that he would go in to the king and 
desire respite for the magicians for one night, and to put off 
th^r slaughter so long, for that he hoped within that time to 
obtain, by prayer to God, the knowledge of the dream. Accord- 
ingly Arioch informed the king of what Daniel desired. So the 
king bid them delay the slaughter of the magicians till he knew 
what Daniel's promise would come to ; but the young man re- 
tired to his own h(>use with his kinsmen, and besought God that 
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ulHjie night to discover the dream^ and thereby deitver the ma* 
gicians and Chaldeans, with whom they were themselves to 
perish, from the king's anger, by enabling him to declare his 
vision^ and to make manifest what the king had seen the night 
before in his sleep, but had forgotten it. Accordingly God, out 
pf pity to those that were in danger, and out of >regard to the 
wisdom of Daniel, made knows to him the dream and its inter- 
pretation, that so the king might uudefstand by him its sqpsifica* 
tion also. When Daniel had obtained this knowledge from God, 
he arose very joyful, and told it to his brethren, and made them 
glad, and to hope well that they should now preserve their 
lives, of which they despaired before, and had their minds full 
of nolhing but the thoughts of dying. So yfh&n he bad with 
,dji^ returned thanks to God, who had commiserated their 
ijouth, when it was day he came to Arioch and desired him to 
bring him to the king, because be would discover to him thai 
dream which he had seen the night before* . 
. 4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he excused him- 
self first, that *' he did not pretend to be wiser than the other 
Chaldeans and magicians, when, upon their entire inability to dis- 
cover his dream, he was undertaking to inform him of it, for this 
was not by his own skill or on account of his having better culti^ 
vated his understanding than the rest ; but he said, God hath had 
pity upon us, when we were in danger of death, and when I prayed 
|br the life of myself, and of those of my own nation, hath made 
manifest to me both the dream and the interpretation diereof : 
for I was not less concerned for thy glory than for the sorrow 
that we were by thee condemned to die, while thou didst so un- 
justly command men, both good and excellent in themselves, to 
be put to death, when thou enjoinedst then) to do what was 
entirely above the reach of human wisdom, and requiredst of 
them what was only the workx)f God. Wherefore, as thou in 
thy sleep wast solicitous concerning those that should succeed 
tliee in the government of the whole world, God was desirous to 
show thee all those that should reign after thee, and to that end 
exhibited to thee the following dream ; Thou seemedst to see a 
great image standing before thee» the head of which proved to 
be of gold, the shoulders and arms of silver, and the belly and 
the thighs of brass, but the legs and the feet of iron; after 
which thou sawest a stone broken off from a mountain, which 
fell upon the image and threw it down, and brake it to pieces, 
'4nd did not permit any part of it to remain whole, but the gold, 
the silver, the iron, and the brass, became smaller than meal, 
which, upon the blast of a violent wind, was by force carried 
away aud scattered abroad, but the stone did increase to such a 
df^gree that the whole earth seemed to be filled therewith. This 
is the dream which thou sawest, and its interpretation is as fol* 
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lows : The fa^d of gold -denotes thee and the kings of Bttbylon 
thai have been before thee ; but the two hands and arms signify 
(ihis, that your govemoKnt shall be dissolved by two kings ; but 
another king t)iat diall come from the west, armed with brass, 
shall destroy that government; and anotfa^r gofemment, that 
shall be like unto iron, shall put an end to die power of the 
ibhraer, and shall have dominion over all the earth, on account 
of the nature of iron, which is stronger than that of gold, of siU 
ver» and of brass." Daniel did also declare the meaning of the 
stone to the king, but I do not think proper to relate it *, since 
I have only undertaken to describe things past or things present, 
but not things that are future ; yet if any one be so very desirouis 
of knowing truth as not to wave such points of curiosity, and 
cannot curb his inclination for understanding the uncertainties 
of futuiity, and whether they will happen or not, let him be di- 
ligent in reading the book of Daniel, which he will find amoi^ 
the sacred writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recoUected his 
dream, he was astonished at the nsUure of Daniel, and fell upon 
his face, and saluted Daniel in the manner that men worship 
God, and«gave command that he should be sacrificed to as a 
god. And this was not all. for he also imposed the name of 
his own god upon him [Baltasar], and made him and his kins- 
men rulers of his wbcJe kingdom ; which kinsmen of his hap* 
pened to fall into great danger by the envy and. malice [of their 
enemies] ; for they ofiended the king upon the occasion follow- 
ing : He made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits, 
and its breadth six cutets, and set it in the great plain of Baby- 
Ion ; and when he was going to dedicate the image, he invited 
the principal men out of all the earth that was under his domi- 
nions, and commanded them, in the first place, that when they 
should hear die sound of the trumpet, they should then fall down 
and worship the image ; and he threatened that those who did 
not do so should be cast into a fiery furnace. When, therefore, 
all the rest, upon the hearing of the sound of the trumpet, wor- 
shiped the image, they relate that Daniel's kinsmen did not do 
it, because they woiiid not transgress the laws of their country ; 
so these men were <;onvicted and cast immediately into the fire, 
but were saved by divine providence, and after a surprising man- 
ner escaped death, for the fire did not touch them ; and I sup-> 

* Ot this remarkable passage io Josephus concerning the stone cut out of the 
mountainy and destroying the imager which he would not explain, but intimated 
to be a; prophecy of futurity, and probably not safe for him to explain, as be- 
longing to the destruction of the Roman empire by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah 
of the Jews, take the words of llavercamp, chap. x. sect. 4. *' Nor is this to be 
wondered at, that he would not now meddle with things future, for he had no 
mind to provoke the Romans, by speaking of the destruction of that city, which 
they called the eternal city*^ 
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pose idiat it touched them not; as if it reasoned witfi itself dial 
they were cast into it widioirt any fault of theirs ; aad that tbere*- 
fore it was too weak to bum the youag osen when they were 'm 
it* This wa& done by the power of G<k1, who OMde their bodies 
so far wiperio^ to the fire that it could not coasume them. This 
it waa wluch recommended them to the king as righteous men, 
and tneii beloved of God ; on which account they continued in 
great esteem with him* 

6. A little after this the king saw in his sleep again another 
viskm, how he should fall from his dominion and feed among 
the wild beasts^ and that when he had lived in thk manner in die 
desert for seven years *, he should recover his dominion again. 
When he bad seen this dream, he called the magicians together 
again, and iixfuired of them about it, and desired them to tell 
him what it signified ; but when none of them could find out 
the meaning of the dream, nor discover it to the king, Daniel 
was the only person that explained it : and w he foretold, so it 
came to pass ; for after he had continued in the wilderness the 
foremetitioiied interval of time, while no one durst attempt to 
seize his kingdom durii^ those seven years, he prayed to God 
that he nMght recover his kingdom, and he returned tp it^ But 
kt no one blame me for writing down every thing of this nature, 
as I find it in our ancient books; for as to that matter, I have 
plainly assured those that think me defective in any such pomt, 
or complain of my management, and have told them, in the be<^ 
ginning of diis history, that I intended to do no mcn-e than trans* 
late die Hebrew books into the Gredc language, and promised 
them to explaki those fiicts, without adding any thing to them of 
my own, or taking any thing away from them* 

* Shice Josephns here explains the aewiti prophetic tcfN«t jvhich were to pasf 
over NebuchadnezEar, Dan. iv» 16, to be seven yearsy we thence learn how he 
most probably must have understood those other parallel phrases of a ttme^ 
Urnes, and a haif, Antiq. B. yii. ch. zzv. of so many prophetic years also, though 
he withid lets us know, by bis hint ftt the interpretation of the stveHp weekt^ ai 
belonging to the fourth monarchy, and the destruction of Jerusalem by the Re- 
mans in the days of Josephus, ch. ii. sect, 7, that he did not think those years to 
be bare yearSj but rather days for years ; by which reckoning, and' by which 
alone, could 70 weeks, or 490 days, reach to the age 4if Jqeephus. B«t a»to the 
truth of those seven years' banishment of Nebuchadnezzar from men, and his 
living so long among the beasts, the very small remains we have any where else of 
this Nebuc^nezzar prevent our expectation. of any other full account of it. 
So far wc know by Ptolemy's canon, a contemporary record, as well as by Jtot 
sepbus presently, that he reigned in all 43 years, that is eight years after we meet 
with any account of his actions, one of the last of which was the 13 yean' siege 
of Tyre, Antiq. B. xi. ch. xi« where yet the Old Latin has but three years and 
ten months, yet were his actions before so remarkable, both in sacred and pro- 
fane authors, that such a vacuity of eight years at the least, at the latter end of 
his reign, must be allowed to agree very well with Daniers accounts, that after 
a seven years' brutal life he might return to his reason, and to the exercise of his 
i^oyal authority, for ohe whole year at least before his death. 
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CHAR XI. 

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his Successors; and how their 
Government was dissolved bif the Persians; and what Things 
brfdl Daniel in Media^ and what Prophecies he delivered 
there. 

^ 1, Now when king Nebuchadnezzar had reigned forty*three 
yeara^'^y lie ended his life. He was an active man, and more for- 
tunaite. than the kmgs that were before him. Now Berosus makes 
mention of bis action9 in the third book of his Chaldaic history^ 
where ne says thus : ^' When his father Nebuchodonosor [Nabo- 
pollasdar] heard that the governor whom he had set over Egypt 
and the places about Celesyria and Phoenicia had revolted from 
bitti, while he was not himself able any longer to undergo the 
hardships [of war}^ he committed to his son Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was still but a youth, some parts of his army, and sent them 
against them. So when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle and 
fought with the rebel, he beat him, and reduced the country from 
under his subjection, and made it a branch of his own kingdom : 
but about that time it happened that his father Nebuchodonosor 
[Nabopollassar] fell ill^ and ended his life in the city of Babylon, 
when he had reigped twenty-one y ears f; and when he was made 
sensible, as he was in a little time, that his father Nebuchodono- 
sor [NabopoUassar] was dead, and having settled the aifairs of 
Egypt aod the other countries, as also those that concerned the 
captive Jews and Phoenicians and Syrians and those of the 
Egyptian nations, and having committed the conveyance of them 
to Babylon to certain of his friends, together with the ^os^ of 
his army, and the rest of their ammunition and provisions, he 
went himself hastily, accompanied with a few others, over the 
des^t, and came to Babylon. So he took upon him the manage- 
ment of public affairs and of the kingdom, which had been kept 
for him by one that was the principal of the Chaldeans, and he 
received the entire dominions of his father, and appointed that 
when the captives came they should be placed as colonies, in 
the most proper places of Babylonia; but then he adorned the 

• These 43 y^tiiv for the dufatioD of the rei^ of Nebochadaezxar are, as I 
hajreJQst. now observed^ the very same number in Ptolemy's canoa. Moses Chore* 
nensis does ajso confirm this captivity of the Jews under Nebuchadnezzar; and 
adds, what id very remarkable, that one of those Jews that were carried by him 
into captivity got awfty into Armenia, and raised the great family of the Bagra- 
tidae there. 

f These 21 years here ascribed to one named NaJbouliutar in the fint book 
against Apion, or to Naboponassar,the father of the great NebocbadnezBar,are 
also the very same with those given him in Ptolemy's canon. And note here, 
that what Dr. Prideaux says, at the year 619, that Nebuchadnezzar most have 
been a common name of other kings of Babylon, besides the great Nebuchad- 
nezzar himself, is a groundless mistake of some modern chronologers only, and 
destitute of all proper original authority. 
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temple of Belus^ and the rest of the temples, in a magnificent 
manner, with the spoils he had taken in the war. He also added 
another city to that which was there of old, and rebuilt it, th9t 
such as would besiege it hereafter might no more tuni the course 
of the river, and thereby attack the city itself; he therefore built 
three walls round about the inner city, and three others about 
that which was the outer, and this he did with burnt brick. And 
after he had, after a becoming manner, walled the city, and 
adorned its gates gloriously, he built another palace before bis 
father's palace, but so that they joined to it, to describe whose 
vast height and immense riches it would perhaps be too much 
for me to attempt, yet as large and lofty as they were, they were 
completed in fifteen days*. He also erected elevated places 
for walking, of stone^ and made it resemble Tnountains, and 
built it so that it might be planted with all sorts of trees. He 
also erected what was called a pensile paradise, because his wife 
was desirous to have things like her own country, she having been 
bred up in the palaces of Media." Megasthenes also, in his fourth 
book of his accounts of India, makes mention of these things, 
and thereby endeavours to show that this king [Nebuchadnez- 
zar] exceeded Hercules in fortitude and in the greatness of bis 
actions, for he saith, that " he conquered a great part of Libya 
and Iberia." Diodes, also, in the second book of his accounts 
of Persia^ mentions this king; as does Philostrates, in his ac- 
counts both of India and of Phoenicia, say that ** this king be- 
sieged Tyre thirteen years, while at the same time Ethbaa) reigned 
at Tyre/' These are all the histories that I have met with con- 
cerning this king. 

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Merodach, 
his son, succeeded in the kingdom, who immediately set Jeco- 
niah at liberty, and esteemed him among his most intimate friends. 
He also gave him many presents, and made him honourable above 
the rest of the kings that were in Babylon; for his father had 
not kept his faith with Jeconiah, when he voluntarily delivered 
up himself to him, with his wives and children, and his whole 
kindred, for the sake of his country, that it might not be taken 
by siege and utterly destroyed, as we said before. When Evil- 
Merodach was deaid, after a reign of eighteen years, Niglissar, 
his son, took the government, and retained it forty years, and then 
ended his life: and after him the succession in the kingdom 

* These ff teen days for finishing snch vast buildings at Babylon, in Josephas'i 
copy of Bero6U8> would seem too absurd to be supposed to be the true number, 
were it not for the same testimony extant also in the first book against Apion, 
sect. 19,vol.iv. with the same number. It thence indeed appears, that Jose^ 
phus's copy of Berosus had this small number, but that it is the true number I 
still doubt. Josephns assures us that the walls of so much a smaller city as Jeru- 
^em were two.years and four mouths in building by Nehemiah, who yet has- 
tened the work all he could, Antiq. B. xi. chap. v. sect. 8. I should think 115 
days, or a year and 15 days, much more proportionable to so great a work. 
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GMne to Jii9«0ony Labosordaeus, who continued in it in. ail bat 
mne months; iand when he was dead, it came to Baltasar^ who 
by the Babylonians was called Nafooandeins'^: against him did 
Cyrus the king of Persia, and Darius the king of Media, make 
war; and when he was besieged in Babylon there happened a 
wxHiderful and prodigious vision. He was sat down at supper 
in a large room, and there were a great many vessels of silver, 
such as were made foivroyal entertainments, and be had with him 
his concubines, and his friends ; whereupon he came to a resolti* 
tioU) and commanded that those vessels of God which Nebuchad^ 
nezzar had plundered out of Jerusalem, and had not made use 
of, but had put them into hisown temple^ should be brought out 
of that temple; He also grew so haughty as to proceed to use 
them in .the midst of his cups, drinking out of them, asd blasphe- 
ming against God. In. the meantime he ^aw a hand proceed oni 
of the wall, and writing upou the wall certain syllables; at which 
sight being disturbed, he called the magicians and Chaldeans to* 
gether, and all that sort of men that are among these barbarians, 
and were able to interpret signs and dreams, that they might ex« 
plain the writii^ to him< . But when the ms^idans said they 
could discover nothing, nor did understand it, the king was in 
great disorder of mind, and under great « trouble At this surprising 
accident ; ao be caused it .td be proclaimed through all the coun<* 
Uyyand promised that to him who could exfrfain the writing and 
give the signification couched therein, he would give him a 
goklen chain for hi« neck, atid leave to wear a purple garment,* 
as did the kings of Chaldea, and would bestow on him the third 
part of his own dominions. When this proclamation was made, 
the magicians mn together more earnestly, and were very ambi-^ 
tious to find out the importance of the writing, but still hesitated 
about it as much as before. Now when the king's grandmother f 

* It is tiere remarkable, that Josephns, without the knowledge of Pto1emy*s 
caitoD, should call the same kia{[^, whom he himsalf here, Bar.i. 11, and Dan. ▼. 
1, 2, 9, 12,22, 29, 36, styles Baltasar or BeUhazzar^ from the Babylonian god 
^eif Nabaandelus also; and in the first book against Apion, sect. 19, from the 
same citation out of Berosos, Nabonnedon, from the Babylonian god Nabo or 
Mel»o. This last is not remote from the original pronanciation itself in Ptole* 
my's canon* Nabonadiua^ for both the place of this king in that canon, as the last 
of the As:^yrian or Babylonian kings, and the number of years of his reign, seven- 
teen, the same in both, demonstrate that it is one and the same king that is meant 
by them all. It is atse worth noting, that Josephns knew that Darius, the part- 
ner of Cyrus, was the son of Astyages, and was called by another name among 
the Greeks, though it does not appear he knew what that name was, as having 
never seen the best history of this period, which is Xenophon's. But then what 
Josephus's present copies say-presently, seet. 4, that it was ojily within no long 
time after the hand-writing on the wall that Baltazar was slain, does not so well 
agree with our copies of Daniel, which say it was the same nighty Dan. v. 30. 

f This grandmother or mother of Baltasar, the queen-dowager of Babylon 
(for she is distinguished from his queen, Dan. v. 10, 23), seems to have been the . 
famous Nitocfis, who fortified Babylon against the Medes and Persians, and in 
all probability governed under ^Baltasar, who seems to have been a weak and 
effeminate prince. 
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•aw bim cast down at Hm accideat^ahe began toeaooaragelnD^ 
and to say that '^ there was a certain captive who caaie from 
Judea, a Jew by bkth, birt brought away thenoe by Nebnchad* 
BCKaar when he had destroyed Jerusalem, whose name was 
Daniel, a wise man, and one of great sagacity in fiacbng atiit 
what was inifKMsible for others to discover, and what was known 
to Godalone^ who brought to light and answered sisch questions 
to Nebuchadnezzar as no one else was able to answer, when 
they vrere consnlted. She therefore desired that he would s^id 
for him, and inquire of him concerning the writing, and to eon^* 
demn the wiskilfulness of those who could not find their mean^ 
ing, and this although what God siginfied thereby should be .of 
a melanchcdy nature. 

3. When Baltasar heard this, he <:aUed for Daniel; and when 
be had discowrsed to him what he had learned concerning him 
and his wisdom, and how a divine spiiit was with him, and that 
be alone was fully capable of finding out what others would 
never have thought of, he desired him to declare to bim what this 
writing meant; and if he did so, he would give him leave to 
wear pmrpie, and to put a chain of gold about his neck, and 
woaU bestow on him the thinl part of his dominion, as «i bono* 
rary reward for his wisdom, that thereby he might become illnsi* 
trious to those who saw him, and who inquired upon what oc- 
casion he obtained such honours. But Daniel desired that *' he 
wottid keep his gifts to hnnself ; for what is the effect of wisdom 
$um1 of divine revelation admits of no gifts, and bestows its ad* 
vantages on petitioners freely; but that still he would explain 
the writing to him, which denoted that he should soon die; and 
this because he had not leavned to honour God, and not to admit 
things above human nature, by what punishments bis progenitor 
bad undergone for the iii^uries he had offered to God, and be- 
cause be had quite forgotten bow Nebuchadnezzar was removed 
to feed among wild beasts, for his impieties, and did not recover 
his former life among men and his kingdom bu4 upon God*s 
mercy to him, after many supplications and prayers, who did 
thereupon praise God all the days of his life, as one of almighty 
power and who takes care of mankind. [He also put him in 
mind] how he had greatly blasphemed against God, and had 
made use of his vessels amoosst his concubines : that therefore 
God saw this and was angry with him, and declared by this writ- 
ing beforehand, what a sad conclusion of his life he should come 
to. And he explained the writing thus: — MAN EH. This, 
if it be expounded in the Greek language, may signify a Numhery 
because God hath numbered so long a time for thy life and for 
thy government, and that there remains but a small portion. 
THEKEL. This signifies a Weighty and means that God hath 
weighed thy kingdom in a balance, and finds it going down al- 
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ftmiy. PHARtiS. Tfaisi^on lbeGiwktoiigite4eiiolf».a 
Fragment; God will therefore break thy kingdom in pieeea^aiiil 
cbvide it among the Medes aod Persians. 

4. Wlien Daniel had told the kbg diat the writing vpon ihe 
"wall signified these events, Baltasar was in f^teat sorrow and 
affik:tion| as wa» to be expected when the interpn^latian was ao 
iieavy upon him. However, he-did not irfuse what he bad pro^ 
•nised Daniel, although he were become a foiBteUer oS miafoih 
Imies to bim, but bestowed it aU upon kim; as r^isoimig th«% 
that what he wns to reward was peculiar to himself aod to fute, 
and did not belong to the prophet; but that it was llid part of a 
,good and just man to give what he bad pnmiised,. although the 
^events were to be of a melancholy nature* According^ the 
kii^ determined so to do. Now, after a little wliile, bo& hiak- 
self and tlie city were taken by Cyrus the king, of Pbrsia, who 
fought against him; for it waa Baltaaar mider wbovi Baibylon 
Was taken, when he had reigned seventeen years. And tins is 
ihe end of the posterity of ting Nebuchadnezzar, as history in- 
forms us; but when Babylon was taken by Darius, aiftd when he, 
wkh his kinsman Cyros, had pot an end to the dominion of the 
Babylonians, he was sixty-<two yeara old. He was the son of 
Astyages^ and bad another name among the Greeks. Moreover, 
«he took Daniei the prophet, and carried him with himifito Media, 
and hofioofed.him ivery greatly, and kept Um with him ; for he 
mras one of the three premdents whom .he set over his three bm^ 
dred and msJtj provinces, for rato so many did Darius part 



5. However, while Daniel was in ao great dignity,, and in so 
great favour with Darius, and was alone intrusted with every 
thing by kim, as having soihewfaat divine in him, he was envied 
■by the rest; for those that see others in .greater honour than 
themselves with kii^s envy them; and when those thai were 
grieved at the great favour Dsiiel was in with Darius, sought 
for an occasion against him, he afforded them no occasion at all; 
ibr he was above all temptations of money, and despised bribery, 
and 'esteemed it a very base thing to take any thing by w*ay of 
reward; even when it might be justly given, him, he afforded those 
that envied him mii die least handle for an accusation. Sa when 
they could ifind nothing for which they might calumniate, him to 
the king, nothing that was shameful or reproadiful, 9XiA thereby 
deprive him of due honour he was in with him, they sought fioir 
some other method whereby they might destroy him. When 
therefore they saw that Dai»el prayed to God three times a day, 
they thought they had gotten an occasion by which they might 
Tuin him; so they came to Darius, and told him, that ^^the 
princes and governors had thought proper to allow the multitude 
a relaxation for thirty.days, that no one might offer a petition or 
prayer eitheir to himself or to the gods, but that he who shall 
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transgress this decree shall be cast into the den of 'lions, land 
there perish." 

6. Whereupon the kine, not being acquainted mik their wicked 
design, nor suspecting that it was a contrivance of theirs: against 
Daniel, said, he was pleased with this decree of theirs, and 
he promised to confirn^ what they desired y he also publidied 
an edict to promulgate to the people that decree which the 
princes had made. Accordingly, all die rest took care not to 
transgress those injunctions, and rested in quiet; but Daniel 
had no regard to them, but, as he was wont, be stood ami prayed 
to God in the sight of them all; but the princes having met with 
the occasion they so earnestly sought, to find against Daniel, 
came presently to the king^ and accused him, that Daniel was 
the ody person that transgressed the decree, while not one of 
the rest durst pray to their gods. This discovery they made, 
not because of his impiety, but because they had watched him^ 
and observed him out of envy; for supposmg that Darius did 
thus out of a greater kindness to him than they expected, and 
that he was ready to grant him pardon for this contempt of his 
injunctions, and envying this very pardon to Daniel, they did 
not become more favourable to him, but desired he might be 
cast into the den of Hobs, according to the law. So Darius, 
hoping that God would deliver 'him, and ibat he would undei^ 
nothing that was terrible by the wild beasts, bid him bear bis acci^ 
d^nt cheerfully; and when he was cast into the den, he put his seal 
to the stone diat lay upon the mmitb of the den, and went his 
way; but he passed all the night without food and without 
sleep, being in great distress for Daniel; but when it was day, 
he got up, and came to the den, and found the seal entire, which 
be had left the stone sealed withal : he also opened the seal, and 
A^tied out, and called to Daniel, and asked him if he were alive. 
And as soon as' he heard the king's voice, and said that he had 
suffered no harm, the king gave order that he should be drawn 
up out of the den. Now when his enemies saw that Daniel 
bad suffered nothing which was terrible, they would not own that 
he was preserved by God, and his providence ; but they said that 
the lions had been filled full with food, and on that account it 
was, as they supposed, that the lions would not touch Daniel, 
nor come to him; and this ibey alleged to the king. But the 
king, out of an abhorrence of their wickedness, gave order that 
they should throw in a great deal of flesh to the lions; and when 
they had filled themselves, he gave fEu>ther order that Daniel's 
enemies should be cast into the den, that he might learn whether 
the lions, now they were full, would touch them or not. And 
it appeared plain to Darius, after the princes had been cast to 
the wild beasts, that it was God who preserved Daniel*, for the 

* It is no way improbable that DanieVs enemies tntght suggest this reason to 
(be king, why the lions did not meddle with him, and that they might suspect the 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. XI. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, • 81 

lions had spared none of them, but tore tbem all to pieces, as if. 
they had been very hungry and wanted food. I suppose, there- 
fore, it was not their hunger, which had been a little before 
satisfied with abundance of flesh, but the wickedness of these 
men, that provoked them [to destroy the princes]; for if it so 
please God, that wickedness might, by even those irrational crea* 
tures, be esteemed a plain foundation for their punishment. 

7* When, therefore, those that had intended thus to destroy 
Daniel by treachery, were themselves destroyed, king Darius sent 
[letters] over all the country, and praised that God whom Daniel 
worshiped, and said, that ** he was the only true God, and had 
all power." He had also Daniel in very great esteem^ and made 
him the principal of his friends. Now when Daniel was be- 
come so illustrious and famous, on account of the opinion men 
had that he was beloved of God, he built a tower at Ecbatana, 
in Media ; it was a most elegant building, and wonderfully made, 
and it is still remaining, and preserved to this day; and to such 
as see it, it appears to have been lately built, and to have been 
no older than that very day; when any one looks upon it, it is 
so fresh, flourishing, and beautiful, and no way grown old in so 
long time*'; for buildings suffer the same as men do, they grow 
old as well as they, and by numbers of years their strength is dis* 
solved and their beauty withered. Now they bury the kings of 
Media, of Persia, and Parthia, in this tower, to this day; and 
he who was intrusted with the care of it was a Jewish priest, 
which thing is also observed to this day. But it is fit to give an 
account of what this man did, which is most admirable to hear; 
for he was so happy as to have strange revelations made to biro, 
and those as to one of the greatest of the prophets, insomuch, 
that while he was alive he had the esteem and applause both of 
the kings and of the multitude; and now he is dead, he retains 
a remembrance that will never fail, for the several books that he 
wrote and left behind him are still read by us till this time ; and 
from them we believe that Daniel conversed with God; for he 
did not only prophesy of future events, as did the other prophets, 
but he also determined the time of their accomplishment: and 
while the prophets used to foretell misfortunes, and on that ac« 

king's kindness to Daniel had prdcured these lions to be so filled beforehand, 
and that thence it was that he encouraged Daniel to submit to this experiment, 
in hop.es of coming off safe; and that this was the true reason of maiiiog so 
terrible an experiment upon those his enemies, and all their families, Dan. vi.24, 
though our other copies do not directly take notice of it. 

* What Josephus here says, that the stones of the sepulchres of the kings of 
Persia at this tower, or those perhaps of the same sort that are now commonly 
called the ruins of Persepolis, continued so entire and unaltered in his days, as 
if they were lately put there, " I," says Reland, " here can show to be true, as 
to those stones of the Persian kings' mausoleum which Corn. Brunius brake off 
and gave me." He ascribed this to the hardness of the stone, which scarcely yields 
to iron tools, and proves frequently too hard for cutting by the chisel, ^ut often- 
limes breaks it to pieces* 

VOL. n, G 
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count were disagreeable both to the kiogs and to the multitude^ 
Daniel was to them a prophet of good things, and this to such a 
degree, that by the agreeable nature of his predictions, he pro- 
cured the good will of all men, and, by the accomplishment of 
them, he procured the belief of their truth, and the opinion of 
[a sort of] divinity for himself, among the multitude. He also 
wrote and left behind him what made manifest the accuracy 
and undeniable veracity of his predictions: for he saith that 
*^ when he was in Susa, the metropolis of Persia, and went out 
into the field with his companions, there was, on the sudden, 
a motion and concussion of the earth, and that he was left alone 
by himself, his friends flying away from him, and that he was 
disturbed, and fell on his face and on his two hands, and that a 
certain person touched him, and, at the same time^ bid him rise, 
and see what would befall his countrymen after many genera- 
tions. He also related, that when he stood up, he was shown a 
great ram, with many horns growing out of his head, and that 
the last was higher than the rest; that after this he looked to 
the west and saw a he-goat carried through the air from that 
quarter; that he rushed upon the ram with violence, and smote 
him twice with his hcmis, and overthrew him to die ground, and 
trampled upon him; that afterwards he saw a very great horn 
growing out of the head of the he-goat, and that when it was 
broken ofl^ four horns grew up that were exposed to each of the 
four winds, and he wrote that out of them arose another lesser 
born, which, as he said, waxed great; and that God showed to 
him that it should fight against his nation, and take their city by 
force, and bring the temple-worship to confusion, and forbid the 
sacrifices to be offered for one thousand two hundred and ninety* 
six days.'' Daniel wrote that he saw these visions in the plain 
of Susa; and he hath informed us, that God interpreted the ap^ 
pearance of this vision after the following manner: " He said, 
that the ram signified the kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, 
and the horns those kings that were to reign in them; and that 
the last horn signified the last king, and that h^ should exceed 
all the kings in riches and glory: that the he-goat signified that 
one should come and reign from the Greeks, who should twice 
fight with the Persian, and overcome him in battle, and should 
receive his entire dominion : that by the great horn which sprang 
out of the forehead of the he-goat was meant the first king; and 
that the springing-up of four horns upon its falling off, and the 
conversion of every one of them to the four quarters of the earth, 
signified the successors that should arise after the death of the 
first king, and the partition of the kingdom among them, and that 
they should be neither his children, nor of his kindred, that should 
reign over the habitable earth for many years; and that from 
among them there should arise a certain king, that should overcome 
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our nation, and their laws, and should take away our political 
government, and should spoil the temple, and forbid the sacrifices 
to be offered for three years time/' And indeed it so came to 
pass, that our nation suffered these things under Antiochus £pi- 
phanes, according to Daniel's vision, and what he wrote many 
years before they came to pass. In the very same manner 
Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman government, and that 
our country should be made desolate by them. All these things 
did this man leave in writing, as God had showed them to him, 
insomuch that such as read his prophecies, and see how they 
have been fulfilled, would wonder at the honour wherewith God 
honoured Daniel, and may thence discover how the Epicureans 
are in error, who cast providence out of human life^ and do not 
believe that God takes care of the affairs of the world, nor that 
the universe is governed and continued in being by that blessed « 
and immortal nature ; but say that the world is canied along of 
its own accord, without a ruler and a curator^ which, were it 
destitute of a guide to conduct it, ais they imagine, would be 
like ships without pilots,. which we see drowned by the winds, 
or like chariots without drivers, which are overturned ; so would 
the world be dashed to pieces by its being carried without a 
Providence, and so perish and come to nought. So that, by 
the forementioned predictions of Daniel, those men seem to me 
very much to err from the truth, who determine that God ex* 
eYcises no providence over human affairs ; for if that were the 
case, that the world went on by mechanical necessity, we should 
not see that all things would come to pass according to his 
prophecy. Now, as to myself, I have so described these mat- 
ters as 1 have found them and read them ; but if any one is in- 
clined to another opinion about them, let him enjoy his different 
sentiments without any blame from me. 
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BOOK XL 



CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS 
FIVE MONTHS. 

iFtom tj^e iFitt^t of 0stiis> to tjfte 9eat]^ of SlexanDet tjfte (Steat. 



CHAP. I. 



How Cyrus, King &f the Persians, delivered the Jews out of 
Babylon, and suffered them to return to their own Country, 
and to build their Temple; for which Work he gave tliem 
Money. 

§ 1. In the first year of the reign of Cyrus*, which was the 
seventieth from the day that oar people were removed out of 
theur own land into Babylon, God commiserated the captivity 
and calamity of these poor people, according as he had foretold 
to them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the destruction of the 
city, that after they had served Nebuchadnezzar and his poste- 
rity, and after liiey had undergone that servitude seventy years, 
he would restore them again to the land of their fathers, and they 
should build their temple, and enjoy their ancient prosperity. 
And these things God did afford them ; for he stirred up the 
mind of Cyrus, and made him write thus throughout all Asia : 
^' Thus saith Cyrus the king, since God Almighty hath appointed 
me to be king of the habitable earth, I believe that he is that 
God which the nation of the Israelites worship ; for indeed he 
foretold my name by the prophets, and that I should build him 
a house in Jerusalem, in Uie country of Judea.'' 

£. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which 
Isaiah left behind him of his prophecies ; for this prophet said, 
that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision : '^ My will 
is, that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over many 
and great nations, send back my people to their own land, and 
build my temple/* This was foretold by Isaiah one hundred 
and forty years before the temple was demolished. Accordingly, 
when Cyrus read this, and admired the divine power, an earnest 

* This Cyrus is called CrocTa shepherd by Xenophon, as well as by Isaiah, Isa. 
xliv. 88, as also it is said of him by the same prophet, that ** I will make a man 
more precious than fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir," Isa. 
xiii. 18, which character makes Xenophon's most excellent history of him very 
credible. 
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desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfil what was so writ- 
ten ; so he called for the most eminent Jews that were in Baby- 
lon, and said to them, that ^' he gave them leave to go back to 
their own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem ^^ and the 
temple of God, for that he would be theiKassistant, and that he 
would write to the rulers and governors that were iii the neigh* 
bourhood of their country of Judea, that they should contribute 
to them gold and silver for the building of the temple^ and be- 
sides that, beasts for their sacrifices.^' 

3. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelites^ the rulers of the 
two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites and priests, 
went in haste to Jerusalem, yet did many of them stay at Baby- 
lon, as not willing to leave their possessions; and when they 
were com§ thither, all the king's friends assisted thein, and 
brought in, for the building of the temple, some gold, and some 
silver, and some a great many cattle and horses. So they per- 
formed their vows to God, and offered the sacrifices that had 
been accustomed of old time ; I mean this upon the rebuilding 
of their city, and the revival of the ancient practices relating to 
their worship. Cyrus also sent back to them the vessels of God 
which king Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the temple, and 
carried to Babylon. So he committed these things to Mithri- 
dates, the treasurer, to be sent away, with an order to give them 
to Sanabassar, that he might keep them till the temple was 
built; and when it was finished, he might ^eliver them to the 
priests and rulers of the multitude, in order to their being 
restored to the temple. Cyrus also sent an epistle to the gover- 
nors that were ii^ Syria, the contents whereof here follow : 

^^ King Cyrus to Sisinnes and Sathbabuzanes, sendeth 
greeting : 

** I have given leave to as many of the Jews that dwell in my 
country as please to return to their own country, and to rebuild 
their city, and to build the temple of God at Jerusalem, on the 
same place where it was before. I have also sent my treasurer 
Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the governor of the Jews, that they 
may lay the foundations of the temple, and may build it sixty 
tubits high, and of the same latitude, making three edifices of 

. * Tbis leave to build Jeruaalem, § d, 3, and Uiis epistle af Cyras to Sisinnes 
and Satbrabuzanes, to tbe same purpose, are most unfortunately omitted in aU 
our copies but this best and completest copy of Josephus's | and by such omis- 
sion the fiimous prophecy of Isaiah, Isa. zliv. 86, where we are informed, that 
God said of or to Cyrus, ** He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my plea- 
sure; even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to the temple, thy foun- 
dation shall be laid," could not hitherto be demonstrated from the sacred history 
to have been completely fidfiUed, I mean as to that part of it which concerned 
his giving leave or commission for rebuilding the city of Jerusalem as distinct 
from the temple, whose rebuilding is alone permitted or directed in the decree 
of Cyrus in all our copies. 
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poliflhed Btonesy and one of the wood of the coimlry, and the 
same order extends to the idtar whereon they dS&r sacrifices to 
God. I require also, that the expenses for these things he given 
oiit of my revenues. Moreover, I have also sent the vessels 
which king Nebudiadnezzar pillaged out of the tempte, and have 
given them to Mithridates the treasurer, and to Zorobabel the 
governor of the Jews^ that they may have them carried to Jeru»- 
salem, and qiay restore them to the temple of God. Now their 
number'^ is as follows : fifty chargers of gold, and five hundred 
of silver; forty Thericlean cups of gold, and five hundred of 
silver; fi% basons of gold, and five himdred of silver; thirty 
vessels for pouring [the drink offerings}, and three hundred oi 
silver; thirty vials o£ gold, and two thousand four hundred of 
silver ; with a thousand other large vessels. 1 permit them to 
have die same honour which they were used to hs^ve fi*om their 
forefathers^ as also for their small cattle, and fpr wine and oil^ 
two hundred and five thousand and five hundred drachmsB ; and 
fcH* wheat flour, twenty thousand and five hundred artabse : and 
I give order, that these expenses i^all be given theip out of the 
tributes due from Samaria. The priests shall also offer these 
sacrifices according to the laws of Moses in Jerusalem ; and 
when they offer them, they shall pray to God for the preserva^ 
tk>n of the king and of his family, that the kingdom of Persia 
may continue. But my will is, that those who disobey these inr 
junctions, and mak^ them void, shall be hung upon a cross, and 
their substance brought into the king^s treasury/' And such 
was the import of this epistle. Now the number of thiDse that 
came out of captivity to Jerusalem were forty-two thousand four 
hundred and sixty-two. 



CHAP. II. 

HoWy upon the Death of Cyrusy the Jer&s were hindered in 
building the Temple by the CutheanSy and tJte neighbouring 
Governors; and how Cambyses entirely forbade the Jews to 
do any such thing, 

§ 1. When the foundations of the temple were laying, and 
when the Jews were very zealous about building it, the neigh- 
bouring nations, and especially the Cutheans, whom Shalma- 
nezer, king of Assyria, had brought out of Persia and Media, 
and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the people of 
Israel captive, besought the governors, and those that had the 
care of such affairs^ that they would interrupt the Jews, both in 
the rebuilding of their city, and in the building of their temple. 

^ Of (he true number of golden apd slWer vea9el8,,bere and elsewhere, belong 
ing to the temple of Solomon, see the d^cription of the topple, chap. xiii. 
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Now as these men were corrapted by tbem with money, they 
sold the Cotheans their interest for rendering this building a sloW 
and careless work; for Cyrus, who was busy about other wars, 
knew nothing of all this : and it so happened, that when he had 
led his army against the M assagetde '^y he ended his life. But 
when Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, had taken the kingdom, the 
governors in Syria, and Phoenicia, and in the countries of Am- 
mon, and Moab, and Samaria, wrote an epistle to Cambyses ; 
whose contents were as follows : '< To our lord Cambyses : we 
thy servants, Rathumus the histc^ographer, and Semellius the 
scribe, and the rest that are thy judges in Syria and Phcenicist, 
send greeting. It is fit, O king, that thou shouldest know, that 
those Jews which were carried to Babylon are come into. out- 
country, and are building that rebellious and wicked city, and 
its market places, and setting up its walls^ and raising up the 
temple: know, therefore, that when these things are finished, 
they will not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they submit to 
thy commands, but will resist kings, and will choose rather to 
rule over others, than be ruled over themselves. We, therefore, 
thought it proper to write to thee, O king, while the works 
about the temple are going on so fast, and not to overlook this 
matter^ that thou mayest search into the books of thy fathers, 
for thou wilt find in them that the Jews have been rebels, and 
enemies to kings, as hath their city been also, which, for that 
reason, hath been till now laid 'waste. We thought proper also 
to inform thee of this matter, because thou mayest perhaps be 
otherwise ignorant of it, that if this city be once inhabited, and 
be entirely encompassed with walls, thou wilt be excluded fi-oni 
thy passage to Celesyria and Phoenicia.^' 

£. When Cambyses had read the epistle, being naturally 
wicked, he was irritated at what they told him ; and wrote back 
to them as follows : ^' Cambyses, the king, to Rathumus the 
historiographer, to Beeltethmus, to Semellius the scribe, and 
the rest that are in commission, and dwelling in Samaria and 
Phoenicia, after this manner : I have read the epistle that was 
sent from you ; and 1 gave order that the books of my forefa- 

* Josfephus here follows Herodotus, and those that related how Cyrus made 
war with the Scythians and Massagets, near the Caspian sea, and perished in it; 
while XiBnophon*s account, which appears never to have been seen by Josephos, 
that Cyrus died in peace in his own country of Persia, is attested to by. the wri« 
ters of the affairs of Alexander the Great, when they agree that he found Cyrus's 
sepulchre at Pasargadae, near Persepolis. This account of Xenophon is also 
confirmed by the circumstances of Cambyses, upon his succession to Cyrus, who 
instead of a war to avenge his father's death upon the Scythians and Massagets, 
and to prevent those nations from overrunning his northern provinces, which 
would have been the natural consequence of his father's ill success and death 
there, weat immediately to an Egyptian war, long ago begun by Cyrus, accord* 
ing to Xenophon, page 644, and conquered that kingdom : nor is there, that I 
ever heard of, the least mention in the reign of this Cunbyses of any war against 
the Scythians and Minsagets that be was ever engaged in aH his life. 
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ihers should be searched iiito» and it is there found that this city 
has always been an enemy. to kings, and its inhabitants have 
raised seditions and wars : we also are sensible that their kings 
have been powerful and tyrannical, and have exacted tribute of 
Celesyria and Phoenicia : wherefore I give order, that the Jews 
shall not be permitted to build that city, lest such mischief as 
they used to bring upon kings be greatly augmented." When 
this epistle was read, Rathumus, and Semellius the scribe, and 
their associates, got suddenly on horseback, and made haste to 
Jerusalem ; they also brought a great company with them, and 
forbade the Jews to build the city and the temple. Accordingly 
these works were hindered from going on till the second year of 
the. reign of Darius, for nine years more ; for Cambyses reigned 
six years^ and within that time overthrew Egypt, and when he 
was come back, he died at Damascus. 



CHAP. III. 

HofB after the Death of Cambifses, and the Slaughter of the 
Magi, but under the Reign of Darius, Zorohabel was supe- 
rior to the rest in the Solution of Problems, and thereby 
obtained this Favour of the King^ that the Temple should 
be built. 

§ 1. After the slaughter of the Magi, who, upon the death of 
Cambyses, attained the government of the Persians for a year, 
those families which were called the seven families of the Per- 
sians, appointed Darius, the son of Hystaspes, to be their king. 
Now he, while he was a private man, had made a vow to God, 
that if he came to be king, he would send all the vessels of God 
that were in Babylon to the temple of Jerusalem. Now it so 
fell out, that about this time Zorohabel, who had been made go- 
vernor of the Jews that had been in captivity, came to Darius 
from Jerusalem, for there had been an old friendship between 
him and the king. He was also, with two others, thought wor- 
thy to be guards of the king's body, and obtained that honour 
which he hoped for. 

2. Now, in the first year of the king's reign, Darius feasted 
those that were about him, and those born in his house, with 
the rulers of the Medes, and princes of the Persians, and the to- 

Carchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of the armies of 
is hundred and twenty-seven provinces : but when they had 
eaten and drunk to satiety, and abundantly, they every one de- 
parted to go to bed at their own houses: and Darius the* king 
went to bed, but after he had rested a little part of the night, he 
awaked, and not being able to sleep any more, he fell into con- 
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versatioQ with the three guards of his body, and promised that 
to him who should make an oration about points, that he should 
inquire of, such as should be most agreeable to truth, and the 
dictates of wisdom, he would grant it fts a reward of his victory, 
to put on a purple garment, and to drink in cups of gold, and to 
sleep upon gold, and to have a chariot with bridles of gold, and 
a head tire of fine linen; and a chain of gold about his neck, and 
sit next to himself, on account of his wisdom ; and^ says he, he 
shall be called my cousin. Now when he had promised to give 
them these gifts, he asked the first of them. Whether wine was 
not the strongest i The second, Whether kings were not such i 
And the third, Whether women were not such ? Or whether 
truth was not the strongest of all ? When he had proposed that 
they should make their inquiries about these problems, he went 
to rest ; but in the morning he sent for his great men, his princes, 
and toparchs of Persia and Media, and set himself down in 
the place where he used to give audience, and bid each of die 
guards of his body to declare what they thought proper concern- 
ing the proposed questions^ in the hearing of them all. 

3. Accordingly, the first of them began to speak of the 
strength of wine, and demonstrated it thu9 : ** When, said he, 
I am to give my opinion of wine, O you men, I find that it ex- 
ceeds every thing by the following indications : it deceives the 
mind of those that drink it, and reduces that of the king to the 
same state with diat of the orphan, and he who stands in need 
of a tutor, and erects that of the slave to the boldness of him 
that is free, and that of the needy becomes like that of the rich 
man, for it changes and renews the souls of men when it gets 
into them, and it quenches the sorrow of those that are under ca- 
lamities, and makes men forget the debts they owe to others, and 
makes them think themselves to be of all men the richest ; it 
makes them talk of no small things, but of talents, and such 
other thhigs as become wealthy men only ; nay more, it makes 
them insensible of their commanders, and of their kings, and 
takes away the remembrance of their friends and companions, 
for it arms men even against those that are dearest to them, and 
makes them appear the greatest strangers to them ; and when 
they are become sober, and they have slept out their wine in the 
night, they arise without knowing any thing they have done in 
their cups. I take these for signs of power, and by them disco- 
ver that wine is the strongest and most insuperable of all things." 

4. As soon as the first had given the forementioned demon- 
strations of the strength of wine, he left off; and the next to 
him began to speak about the strength of a king, and demon- 
strated that it was the strongest of all, and more powerful than 
any thing else that appears to have any force or wisdom. He 
began bis demonstration after the following manner, and said. 
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*< They are men who govern all things, they force die earth and 
the sea to become profitable to them in what they desire, and 
over these men do kings rule, and over them they have authority. 
Now those who rule over that animal which is of all the strong* 
. est and most powerful must needs deserve to be esteemed insu- 
perable in power and force; for example, when these kings 
command their subjects to make wars, and undergo dangers, 
they ^re hearkened to, and when they send them against their 
enemies, their power is so great that they are obeyed. They 
command men to level mountains^ and to pull down walls and 
towers ; nay, when they are commanded to be killed, and to kill, 
they submit to it, that they may not appear to transgress the 
king's commands ; and when they have conquered, they bring 
what they have gained in the war to the king. Those also who 
pre not soldiers^ but cultivate the ground, and plough it, and 
when after they have endured the labour, and all the inconve- 
niences of siich works of husbandry, they have reaped and ga^ 
thered in their fruits, they bring tributes to the king. And 
whatsoever it is which the king says or commands, it is done of 
necessity, and that without any delay, while he in the meantime 
is satiated with all sorts of food and pleasures, and sleeps in 
quiet. He is guarded by such as watch, and «uch as are, as it 
were, fixed down to the place through fear, for no one dares 
leave him^ even when he is asleep, nor does any one go away 
and take care of his own affairs, but he esteems this one thing 
the only work of necessity, to guard the king ; and accordingly 
to this he only addicts himself. How then can it be otherwise, 
but that it must appear that the king exceeds all in strength, 
while so great a multitude obeys his injunctions ?" 

5. Now when this maii had hdd his peace, the third of them, 
who was Zorobabel, began to instruct them about women, and 
about truth, who said thus : '' Wine is strong, as is the king also, 
whom all men obey, but women are superior to them in power, 
for it was a wotnan that brought the king into the world ; and 
for those that plant the vines and make the wine, they are 
women who bear them, and bring them up ; nor indeed is there 
any thing which we do not receive from them ; for these women 
weave garments for us, and our household afiairs are by their 
means taken care of and preserved in safety ; nor can we live 
separate from women. And when we have gottien a great deal 
of gold and silver, and any other thing that is of great value, and 
deserving regard; and see a beautiful woman, we leave all these 
things, and with open mouth fix our eyes upon her countenance, 
and are willing to forsake what we have, that we may enjoy her 
beauty, and procure it to ourselves. We also leave father and 
mother, and the earth that nourishes us, and frequently forget 
our dearest friends, for die sake of women ; nay, we are so hacdy 
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as to lay down our lives with them. But what will chiefly make 
you take notice of the strength of women, is this that follows ; 
do not we take pains and endure a great deal of trouble, and 
that bodi by land and sea, and when we have procured somewhat 
as the fruit of our labours, do not we bring them to the women, 
as to our mistresses, and bestow them upon them i nay, I once 
saw the king, who is lord of so many people, smitten on die 
face by Apame, the daughter of Rabsases Themasius, his con- 
cubine, and his diadem taken away from him, and put upon her 
own head, while he bore it patiently ; and when she smiled he 
smiled, and when she was angry he was sad ; and according to 
the change of her passions, he flattered his wife, and drew her 
to reconciliation by the great humiliation of himself to her, if at 
any time he saw her displeased at him/' . 

6. And when the princes and rulers looked one upon another, 
he began to speak about truth ; and he said, ^' I have already 
demonstrated how powerful women are ; but both these women 
themselves and the king himself are weaker than truth ; for aU 
diough the earth be large, and the heaven high, and the course 
of the sun swift, yet are all these moved according to the will of 
God, who is true and righteous, for which cause we ought also 
to esteem truth to be the strongest of all things, and that what is 
righteous is of no force against it Moreover, all things else 
that have any strength are mortal and short lived, but truth is a 
thing that is immortal and eternal. It afibrds us not indeed 
such a beauty as will wither away by time, nor such riches as 
may be takien away by fortune, but righteous rules and laws. It 
distinguishes them from injustice, and puts what is unrighteous 
to rebuke*." 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his discourse about truth, 
and the multitude had cried aloud, that he had spoken the most 

* The reader is to note, that altboagh the speeches or papers of these three 
of the king's guards are much the same, in our third book of Esdras, chap. iii. 
and iT. as they are here in Josephns, yet that the introduction of them is entirely 
different, while in our Esdras the -whole is related as the contrivance of the three 
of the king's guards themselves ; and even the mighty rewards are spoken of as 
proposed by themselves, and the speeches are related to have been delivered by 
themselves to the king in writing, while all is contrary in Josephns. I need not 
say whose aceount is the roost probable, the matters speak for tbeBnelves; and 
there can be no doubt but Josephos's history is here to be very much preferred 
before the other. Nor, indeed, does it seem to me at all anlikely, that the whole 
was a contrivance of king t>arius's own, in order to be decently and inoffensively 
pat io mmd by Zorobabel of fnlSlling his old vow for the rebailding of Jerusa- 
lem and the temple, and the restoration of the worship of the One TRf7E Goo 
there. Nor does the full meaning of Zorobabel, when he cries out, 3 Esd. iv. 
40, ** Blessed be the God of truth ;" and here, ** God is true and righteous,'' or 
even of all the people, 3 Esd. iv.41, ^ Great is truth, and mighty above all 
things," seem to me much different from this, " There is but One True God," 
the God of Israel. To which doctrine, such as Cyrus and Darius, &c the Jews* 
great patrons, seem not to have been very averse, though the entire idolatry of 
their kingdoms made them generally conceal it. 
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wisely, and that it was truth alone that had immutable strength, 
and such as never would wax old, the king commanded that he 
should ask for somewhat over and above what he had promised, 
for that he would give it him because of his wisdom, and that 
prudence wherein he exceeded the rest ; and thou shalt sit with 
me, said the king, and shalt be called my cousin. When he had 
said this, Zorobabel put lum in mind of the vow he had made 
in case he should ever have the kingdom. Now this vow was, 
'' to rebuild Jerusalem, and to build therein the temple of God, 
as also to restore the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged 
and carried to Babjlon." And this, said he, is that request 
which thou now permittest me to make, on account that I have 
been judged to be wise and understanding. 

8. So the king was pleased with what he had said, and arose 
and kissed him; and wrote to the toparchs and governors, and 
enjoined them to conduct Zorobabel and those that were going 
with him to build the temple. He also sent letters to those 
rulers that were in Syria and Phoenicia to cut down and carry 
cedar trees from Lebanon to Jerusalem, and to asnst him in 
building the city. He also wrote to them, that all the captives 
who should go to Judea should be free, and he prohibited his 
deputies and governors to lay any king's taxes upon the Jews: he 
also permitted, that they should have all that land which they 
could possess themselves of without tributes. He also enjoined 
the Idumeans and Samaritans, and the inhabitants of Celesyria, 
to restore the villages which they had taken from the Jews, and 
that, besides all this, fifty talents should be given them for the 
building of the temple. He also permitted them to offer their 
appointed sacrifices, and that whatsoever the high priest and the 
priests wanted, and those sacred garments wherein they used 
to worship God, should be made at his own charges; and that 
the musical instruments which the Levites used in singing hymns 
to God should be given them. Moreover, he charged them, 
that portions of land should be given to those that guarded the 
city and the temple, as also a determinate sum of money every 
year for their maintenance; and withal he sent the vessels. And 
all that Cyrus intended to do before him relating to the restora- 
tion of Jerusalem, Darius also ordained should be done ac- 
cordingly. 

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these grants from the 
king, he went out of the palace, and looking up to heaven, he 
began to return thanks to God for the wisdom he had given him, 
and the victory he had gained thereby, even in the presence of 
Darius himself; for, said he, " I had not been thought worthy 
of these advantages, O Lord, unless thou hadst been favourable 
to me." When, therefore, he had returned these thanks to God 
for the present circumstances he was in, and prayed to him to 
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afford him the like favour for the tiine to come, he came to Baby- 
lon^ and brought the good news to his couotrymen of what 
grants he had procured for them from the king, who, when they 
heard the same, gave thanks also to God that he restored the land 
of their forefathers to them again: so they betook themselves to 
dripking and eating, and for seven days they continued feasting, 
and kept a festival for the rebuilding and restoration of their 
country; after this they chose themselves rulers, who should go 
up to Jerusalem, out of the tribes of their forefathers, with their 
wives and children, and cattle, who travelled to Jerusalem with 
joy and pleasure, under the conduct of those whom Darius sent 
along with them, and making a noise with songs, and pipes, and 
cymbals. The rest of the Jewish multitude also besides accom- 
panied them with rejoicing. 

10. And thus did these men go, a certain and determinate 
number out of every family, though I do not think it proper to 
recite particularly the names of those families, that I may not 
take off the mind of my readers from the connexion of the his- 
torical facts, and make it hard for them to follow the coherence 
of my narrations; but the sum of those that went up, above the 
age of twelve years, of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was 
four hundred sixty-two myriads and eight thousand^; the Levites 
were seventy-four ; the number of the women aufd children, mixed 
together, was forty thousand seven hundred and forty-two; and 
besides these, there were singers of the Levites one hundred and 
twenty-eight, and porters one hundred and ten, and of the sacred 
ministers three hundred and ninety-two ; there were also others 
besides these, who said they were of the Israelites, but were 
not able to show their genealogies, six hundred and sixty-two : 
some there were also w-no were expelled out of the number and 
honour of the priests, as having married wives whose genealogies 
they could not produce, nor were they found in the genealogies 
of the Levites and priests: they were about five hundred and 
twenty-five; the multitude also of servants followed those that 
went up to Jerusalem, seven thousand (hree hundred and thirty- 
seven ; the singing men and singing women were two hundred 

* This strange reading in Josephus^s present copies, of 4,000,000 instead of 
40,000, is one pf the grossest errors that is in them, and ought to be corrected 
from Ezra, ii. 64; 1 £sd. v. 40, and Neh. vii. 66, who all agree the general 
ram was about 42>360. It is also very plain, that Josephus thought, that when 
Esdras,^ after wards brought up another company out of Babylon and Persia, in 
the days of Xerxes, they were also, as well as these, out of the two tribes, and out 
of them only, and were in all no more than a seed, and a remnant, while an im^ 
menss number of the ten tribes never returned, but as he believed, continued thea 
beyond Euphrates, ch. v. § 2,3. Of which multitude of Jews beyond Euphrates 
he speaks frequently elsewhere, though by the way, he oever takes them to be 
idolaters, but looks on them still as observers of the laws of Moses. The cer* 
tain part of the people that now came up from Babylon, at the end of this chap- 
ter, imply the same smaller number of Jews that now came up, and will no way 
agfe« with the 4,000,000. 
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and forty-five; the camels were four huodred and tbirty-five; 
the beasts used to the joke were five thousand five hundred and 
twenty*five; and the governors of all this multitude thus num- 
bered was Zorobabel^ the son of Salathiel, of the posterity of 
Davidy and of the tribe of Judah, and Jeshua, the son of Jose- 
dek die high priest; and besides these there were Mordecai and 
Serebeus, who were distinguished from^the multitude, and were 
rulers, who also contributed a hundred pound of gold, and five 
thousand of silver. By this means, therefore, the priests and 
the Levites, and a certain part of the entire people of the Jews 
that were in Babylon, came and dwelt in Jerusalem, but the 
rest of the multitude returned every one to their own countries. 



CHAP. IV. 

How the Temple was built, while the Cutheans endeavoured in 
vain to obstruct the Work. 

§ 1. Now in th^ seventh month, after they were departed out 
of Babylon, both Jeshua the high priest, and Zorobabel the go- 
vemor, sent messengers everywhere round about, and gathered 
those that were in the country together to Jerusalem universally^ 
who came very gladly thither. He then built the altar on the 
same place 'fit had formerly been built, that they might offer the 
appointed sacrifices upon it to God, according to the laws of 
Moses. But while thev did this, they did not please the neigh- 
bouring nations, who all of them bare an ill will to them. They 
also celebrated the feast of tabernacles at that time, as the legis- 
lator had ordained concerning it; and after they offered sacrifices, 
and what were called the daily sacrifices, and the oblations pro- 
per for the Sabbaths, and for all the holy festivals. Those also 
that had made vpws performed them, and offered their sacrifices^ 
from die first day of the seventh month. They also began to 
build the temple, and gave a great deal of money to the masons 
and to the carpenters, and what was necessary for the main* 
tenance of the workmen. The Sidonians also were very willing 
and ready to bring the cedar-trees from Libanus, to bind them 
together, and to make a united float of them, and to bring them to 
the port of Joppa: for that was what Cyrus had commanded at 
firsts and what was now done at the command of Darius. 

2. In the second year of their comity to Jerusalem, as the 
Jews were there in the second month, the building of the tem- 
ple went on apace; and when they had laid its foundations, on 
the first day of the second month of that second year, they set, 
as overseers of the work, such Levites as were full twenty years 
old, and Jeshua and his sons and brethren, and Cadmiel the 
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brother of Judas, the sou of Aminadab, with his' sons ; and the 
temple, by the great diligence of those that had the care of it, 
was finished sooner than any one would have expected. And 
when the temple was finished, the priests, adorned with thenr 
accustomed garments, stood with their trumpets, while the 
Levites, and the sons of Asaph, stood and sung hymns to God, 
according as David first of all appointed them to bless God. 
Kow the priests and Levites, and the elder part of the families, 
recollecting with themselves how much greater and more sump*< 
tuous the old temple had been, seeing that now made how much 
inferior it was, on account of their poverty, to that which had 
been built of old, considered with themselves how much their 
happy state was sunk below what it had been of old, as well as 
their temple. Hereupon they were disconsolate, and not able 
to contain their grief, and proceeded so far as to lament and 
shed tears on those accounts ; but the people in general were 
contented with their present condition, and because they were 
allowed to build them a temple, they desired no more, and nei- 
ther regarded nor remembered, nor indeed at all tormented them- 
selves with the comparison of that and the former temple, as if 
this were below their expectations ; but the wailing of the old 
men and of the priests, on account of the deficiency of this tem* 
pie, in their opinion, if compared with that which had been 
demoUshed, overcame the sounds of the trumpets, and the re* 
joicing of the people. - 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were still enemies to the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the sound of the trumpets, 
they came running together, and desired to know what was the 
occasion of this tumult; and when they perceived that it was 
from the Jews who had been carried captive to Babylon, and 
were rebuilding their temple, they came to Zorobabei and to 
Jeshua, and to the heads of the iamilies, and desired that they 
would give them leave to build the temple with them, and to 
he partners with them in building it; for they said, ^' We wor- 
ship their God, and especially pray to him, and are desirous of 
their religious settlement, and diis ever since Shalmanezar, the 
king of Assyria^ transplanted us out of Cuthah and Media to 
this place." When they said thus, Zorobabei, and Jeshua the 
high priest, and the heads of the families of the Israelites, re- 
plied to them, that '^ it was impossible for them to permit them 
to be their partners, whilst they [only] had been appointed to 
build that temple at first by Cyrus^ and now by Darius, al- 
though it was indeed lawful for them to come and worship there 
if they pleased, and that they could allow them nothing but that 
in common widi them, which was common to them with all other 
men, to come to their temple and worship God there." 

4. When the Cutheans heard this, for the Samaritans have 
that appellation^ they had indignation at it, and persuaded the 
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nations of Syria to desire of the governors^ in the same manner 
as they had done formerly in the days of Cyrus, and again in the 
days of Cambyses afterwards^ to put a stop to the building of 
the temple, and to endeavour to delay and. protract the Jews in 
their zeal about it. Now at this time Sisinnes, the governor of 
Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, with certain others, 
came up to Jerusalem, and asked the rulers of the Jews, ^^ By 
whose grant it was that they built the temple in this manner, 
since it was more like to a citadel than a temple ; and for what 
reason it was that they built cloisters and walls, and those strong 
ones too, about the city ?" To which Zorobabel and Jeshua the 
high priest replied, ** That they were the servants of God Al- 
mighty ; that this temple was built for him by a king of theirs, 
that lived in great prosperity, and one that exceeded all men in 
virtue, and that it continued a long time, but that, because of their 
fathers^ impiety towards God^ Nebuchadnezzar, king of the' 
Babylonians and of the Chaldeans^ took their city by force, and 
destroyed it, and pillaged the temple, and burnt it down, and 
transplanted the people whom he had made captives, and re- 
moved them to Babylon; that Cyrus, who, after him, was king 
of Babylonia and Persia, wrote to them to build the temple, 
vand committed the gifts and vessels, and whatsoever Nebuchad- 
nezzar had carried out of it, to Zorobabel and Mithridates the 
treasurer; and gave order to have them carried to Jerusalem, 
and to have them restored to their own temple, when it was 
built; for he had sent to them to hkve that done speedily, and 
commanded Sanabassar to go up to Jerusalem, and to take care 
of the building of the temple, who, upon receiving that epistle 
from Cyrus, came, and immediately laid its foundations: and 
although it hath been in building from that time to this, it hath 
not yet been finished, by reason of the malignity of our enemies. 
If, therefore, you have a mind, and think it proper, write this 
account to Darius, that when he hath consulted the records of 
the kings, he may find that we have told you nothing that is false 
about this matter." 

5. When Zorobabel and the high priest had made'this answer, 
Sisinnes, and those that were with him, did not resolve to hinder 
the building, until they had informed king Darius of all this. 
So they immediately wrote to him about these affairs ; but as 
the Jews were now under terror, and afraid lest the king should 
change his resolution as to the building of Jerusalem, and of the 
temple^ there were two prophets at that time among them, Hag- 
gai and Zechariah, who encouraged them, and bid them be of 
good cheer, and to suspect no discouragement from the Per- 
sians, for that God foretold this to them. So, in dependence 
on those prophets, they applied themselves earnestly to build- 
ing, and did not intermit one day. 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to him, 
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and in their epistle had accused the Jews, how they fortified 
the city, and built the temple more like to a citadel than to a tem- 
ple, and said, that their doings were not expedient for the king's 
affairs, and besides, they showed the epistle of Cambyses, where- 
in he forbade them to build the temple ; and when Darius there- 
by understood that the restoration of Jerusalem was not expe- 
dient for his affairs, and when he had read the epistle that was 
brought him from Sisinnea and those that were with him, he 
gave order that what concerned these matters should be sought 
for among the royal records. Whereupon a book was found 
at Ecbatana, in the tower that was in Media, wherein was writ- 
ten as follows : ^^ Cyrus the king, in the first year of his reign, 
commanded that the temple should be built in Jerusalem ; and 
the altar : in height threescore cubits, and its breadth of the 
same, with three edifices of polished stone, and one edifice of 
stone of their own country ; and he ordained that the expenses 
of it should be paid out of the king's revenue. He also com<- 
manded that the vessels, which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged 
[out of the temple], and had carried to Babylon, should be re- 
stored to the people of Jerusalem ; and that the care of these 
things should belong to Sanabassar, the governor and president 
of Syria and Phoenicia, and to his associates, that they may not 
meddle with that place, but may permit the servants of God, the 
Jews and their rulers, to build the temple. He also ordained 
that they should assist them in the work, and that they should 
pay to the Jews, out of the tribute of the country where they 
were governors, on account of the sacrifices, bulls and rams, and 
lambs, and kids of the goats, and fine flour, and oil, and wine, 
and all other things that the priests should suggest to them ; and 
that they should pray for the preservation of the king, and of the 
Persians ; and that for such as transgressed any of these orders 
thus sent to them^ he commanded that they should be caught, 
and hung upon a cross, and their substance confiscated to the 
king's use. He also prayed to God against them, that if any 
one attempted to binder tne building of the temple, God would 
strike him dead, and thereby restrain his wickedness." 

7. When Darius had found this book among the records of 
Cyrus, he wrote an answer to Sisinnes and his associates, whose 
contents were these : " King Darius to Sisinnes the governor, 
and to Sathrabuzanes, sendeth greeting: Having found a copy 
of this epistle among the records of Cyrus, I have sent it to you ; 
and I will that all things be done as is therein written. Fare ye 
well." So when Sisinnes, and those that were with him, un- 
derstood the intention of the king, they resolved to follow his 
directions entirely for the time to conie. So they forwarded the 
sacred works, and assisted the elders of the Jews and the princes 
of the sanhedrijn : and the structure of the temple was with 
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treat diligeace brought to a oonclusion^ by the prophecies of 
laggai and Zechariah, according to God's commauds, and by 
the injunctions of Cyrus and Darius the kings. Now the tem- 
ple was built in seven years' time : and in the ninth year of the 
reign of Darius, on the twenty- third day of .the twelfth months 
which is by us called Adar^ but by the Macedooians Dystrus^ 
the priests and the Levites, and the other multitude of the 
Israelites^ offered sacrifices, as the renovation of their former 
prosperity after their captivity, and because they had now the 
temp)e rebuilt, a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, according to the number of 
their tribes (for so many are the tribes of the Israelites), and this 
last for the sins of every tribe. The priests also and the Levite^ 
set the porters at every gate, according to the laws of Moses, 
The Jews also built the cloisters of the inner temple, that were 
round about the temple itself. 

8. And as the feast of unleavened bread was at hand, in the 
first month, which, according to the Macedonians, is called 
Xanthicus; but according to us Nisan^ all the people ran toge- 
ther out of the villages to the city, and celebrated the festival, 
haying purified themselves, with their wives and children, ac- 
cording to the law of their country ; and they offered the sacri- 
fice wqicb was called the Passover, on the fourteenth day of 
the same month, and feasted seven days, and spared for no cos^ 
but offered whole burnt-offerings to God, and performed sacri- 
fices of thanksgiving, because God had led them again to the 
land of their fathers, and to the laws thereto belopging, and had 
rendered the mind of the king of Persia favourable to them. So 
these men offered the largest sacrifices o^ these accounts, and 
used great magnificence in the worship of God, and dwelt in 
Jerusalem, and made use of a form of government that was 
aristocratical, but mixed with an oligs^rchy, for the high priests 
were at the head of their affair^^ unm the posterity of the Asa- 
moneans set u^ kingly government; for before their captivity, 
and the dissolution of their polity, they at first had kingly govern- 
ment from Saul and David, for five hundred thirty-two years^^ 
9ix months, and ten days ; but before those kings, sqch rulers 
governed them as were called Judges and Monarchs. Under 
Uiis fonn of goverpment they continued for more than five hun* 
dred years after the death of Moses, and of Joshua their com- 
mander. And this is the account I had to give of the Jews 
who had been carried into captivity, but were delivered from it 
in the times of Cyrus and Darius. 

9 *. But the Samaritans, being evil and enviously disposed to 
the Jews, wrought them many mischiefs, by reliance on their 

* The hiirtory coDfained in this section is entirely wanting in all our copies, 
both of Ezra and Eadras. 
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rkbea, and by iheir pretence tkat they were allied to the Per^ 
sbiis, on account that thence they cania ; and wliataoever it mas 
Ihat they were enjoined to pay tbe Jews by the icii^'s order out 
of their tributes^ for the sacrifices, they would not pay k. They 
had also the govemcMrs £aw>arahie to dtem, and assisting them 
for that purpose ; nor did tbey spare to iinf t them^ either by 
themselves or by others, as &r as ibey were aUe« So the Jews 
detennined to send an embassage to king Dariua, in favour of 
the people of Jemsalem, and in order to accuse the Samaritans; 
The anabassadors were Zorobabe!, and four othe» of the rnlens ; 
and as «oon as the icing knew from the ambassadon the accusa«» 
tions and complaints they brought against the SamadtMiSy he 
gave them an epistle to be earned to the governors and coundl 
of Samaria. The contents of which epistk werethese: ^' King 
I>arins to Tanganas and Sambdaas, the governors of the Sama«- 
ritans, to Sadraces and Bobelo, and tbe rest of their fellow ser* 
Tants that are in Samaria: Zorobabel, Ananias, and Moiriecaii 
die ambassadors of the Jews, complain of you, that you ob* 
struct them in the building of the temple,. and do not supjdy 
tbem with the expenses which I commanded yoti to do for the 
offering their ^sacr^ces. My will, therefore, is this : that, upon 
the reading of this epistle, you supply them with whatsoever 
they want for dieir sacri^ces, and that out of the royal treasury^ 
of the tribates of Samaria, as tbe priest shall desire, that they 
may not leave off offering their daily sacrifices, nor praying to 
God for me and the Persians." And these were the. contents of 
that epistle. 

CHAP. V. 

How Xerxes, the Son of Darius^ was well disposed to the Jews : 
as also concerning Esdras and Nenemiah, 

^ 1, Upon the death of Darius, Xerxes his son. took the king* 
ilom^ who, as he, iidierited his father's kingdom, so did he inherit 
bis piety towards God, and honour of him ; for he did all things 
suitably to his father relating to divine worship, and he was ex* 
^seeding friendly to the Jews. ;Now about this time, a son of 
Jeahua, whose name was Joaciniy was thebigh priest. .Moreover, 
there was now in Babylon a righteous man,. and one that en- 
joyed a great reputation among the multitude : he was the prin* 
cipal. priest of the people, and his name was Esdras. He was 
very skilful in the laws of Moses, and was well acquainted with 
king Xerxes. He had detennined to go up to Jerusalem, and 
to take with thim some of those Jews that were in Babylon; and 
be desired diat the king would give him an epistle to the gover- 
nors of Syria, by which they might know who he was. Accord- 
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ingly the king wrote the following epistle to those governors : 
'^ Xerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, and reader of the 
divine law, greeting : I think it agreeable to that love which I 
bear to mankind, to permit those of the Jewish nation who are 
so disposed, as well as those of the priests and Levites that are 
in our kingdom, to go together to Jerusalem. Accordingly I 
have given command for that purpose ; and let every one thai 
hath a mind go, according as it hadi seemed good to me and to 
my seven counsellors; and this in order to their review of the 
BSeirs of Judea, to see whether they be agreeable to the law of 
God. Let them also take with them those presents which I 
and my friends have vowed, with all that silver and gold which 
is found in the country of the Babylonians, as dedicated to God; 
and let all this be carried to Jerusalem, to God for sacrifices. 
Let it also be lawful for thee and thy brethren, to make as many 
vessels of silver and gold as thou pleasest. Thou shalt also 
dedicate those holy vessels which have been given thee, and as 
many more as thou hast a mind to make, and shalt take the 
expenses out of the king's treasury. I have moreover written 
to the treasurers of Syria and Phoenicia, that they take care of 
those affairs that Esdras the priest, and reader of the laws of 
God, is sent about. And that God mav not be at all angry 
with me, or with my children, I grant all that is necessary for 
sacrifices to God, according to the law, as far as a hundred cori 
of wheat. And I enjoin you not to lay any treacherous impo- 
sitkin, or any tributes, upon their priests or Levites, or sacr^ 
singers, or porters, or sacred servants, or scribes of the temple. 
And do thou, O Esdras, appoint judges according to the wis- 
dom [given thee] of God, and those such as understand the law, 
that they may judge in all Syria and Phoenicia; and do thou 
instruct those also which are ignorant of it, that if any one of 
thy countrymen transgress the law of God, or that of the king, 
he may be punished, as not transgressing it out of ignorance, but 
as one that knows it indeed, but boldly despises and contemns 
it; and such may be punished by death, or by paying fines. 
Farewell." 

2. When Esdras had received this epistle^ he was very jojfal, 
and began to worship God, and confessed that he had been the 
cause of the king's great favour to him, and that for the same 
reason he gave all the thanks to God. So he read the epistle 
at Babylon to those Jews that were there ; but he kept the epis- 
tle itself, and sent a copy of it to all those of his own nation that 
were in Media. And when these Jews had understood what 
piety the king had towards God, and what kindness he had for 
Esdras, they were all greatly pleased ; nay, many of them took 
theip effects with them, and came to Babylon, as very desirous 
of goinjr down to Jerusalem ; but then the entire body of the 
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people of Israel remained in that country, wherefore there are 
but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, 
while the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till now, and are an 
immense multitude, and not to be estimated by numbers. Now 
there came a great number of priests, and Levites, and porters; 
and sacred singers, and sacred servants, to Esdras. So he 
gather^ those that were in the captivity together beyond Eu- 
phrates, and stayed there three days, and ordained a best for 
them, that they might make their prayers to God for their pre- 
servation, that they might suffer no misfortunes by the way, 
either from their enemies or from any other ill accident ; for 
Esdras had said beforehand, that he had told the king how God 
would preserve them, and so he had not thought fit to request 
that he would send horsemen to conduct them. So when they 
bad finished their prayers, they removed from Euphrates, on the 
twelfth day of the first month of the seventh year of the reign of 
Xerxes, and they came to Jerusalem on the fifth month of the 
same year. Now Esdras presented the sacred money to the 
treasurers, who were of the family of the priests ; of silver six 
hundred and fifty talents, vessels of silver one hundred talents, 
vessels of gold twenty talents, vessels of brass, that were more 
precious than gold"*^, twelve talents by weight; for these pre^ 
sents had been made by the king and his counsellors, and by all- 
die Israelites that stayed at Babylon. So when Esdras had de- 
livered these things to the priests, he gave to God, as the ap- 
pointed sacrifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls, on 
account of the common preservation of the people, ninety 
rams, seventy-two lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, for the 
remission of sins. He also delivered the king's epistle to the 
king's officers, and to the governors of Celesyria and Phoenicia ; 
and as they were under the necessity of doing what was enjoined 
by him, they honoured our nation, and were assistant to diem in 
all their necessities. 

3. Now these things were truly done under the conduct of 
Esdras, and he succeeded in them, because God esteemed him 
worthy of the success of his conduct, on account of his good- 
ness and righteousness: but some time afterward there came 
some persons to him, and brought an accusation against certain 
of the multitude, and of the priests and Levites, who had trans- 
gressed their settlement, and dissolved the laws of their country, 
by manning strange wives, and had brought the family of the 
priests into confusion. These persons desired him to support 
the laws, lest God should take up a general anger against them 
all, and reduce them to a calamitous condition again. Here- 

* Dr. HudsoD takes notice here, that this kind of brass or copper, or rather 
iiiixtare of gold and brass or copper, was called aurtcAaZcum, and that this was 
ai^ old' esteemed the most precious of all metals. 
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upon he rent his garoMHi immedialely^ oiaI o£ ^w^atid puUcNl 
off the half of his head and beard, aad east bioMielf upon Ike 
gDDundy. because this crme had reached th^ pnacmal mes 
amotag the. peopLs^ and. considering that if he should enjoin 
them to cast out their wives, and the ehiUren thej had bjt ueas^ 
he should not be heark^ied to^ he continued l;^g npoo tha 
ground* Ho^serer, all the betfeer sort came running to hin^ 
Yrho" abo' themselves wept, and partook of the grief he was 
uiadei for what, had been dene. So Eadras rose ttp fsem das 
ground, and stretdied out his hands- towards heaven, and sndi 
that ^' he was ashamed to look towards it,, because o£ the fltas 
whieh. the people; had committed, while ibej had cast out of 
theiff nemoriea whaH thw iathets had undergone ob aeoonnt of 
their wiebedaess; and he>besougjbt God, ^h> had SHved a ased 
and a renraaAt ont of the calamity and captivity Aef had beed 
ki^ and had lestored them a^in to J^tusalem, and to tbett! owa 
land, and had obliged the kkigs. of Persia to have oompessioft on 
them, that he: would ako fo^ive them thdr sins the]^ had now 
conmitted^ which,, though they deserved desAb, yet k was agnfr* 
able tot the mercy o£ God to remit even to tlMselile punishmml 
due to tbenK." 

4i After fisdnis had said thisy he left off piajin^; and< when 
all those that caBoe to him witb their wives and cUldtoi were 
under lamentation,, one whose name was JechoniaS) & principal 
man' in Jerusalem,, came to him and said> that tfey had sinned 
in marrying stmoge wives; and he- persuaded hia» to adfure 
tbem all t3>cast those wivea Qut,> and the children, bom of tiwni> 
and that those should he. punished' who would not obey/ therlaw. 
So' Esdms- hearkened to- thisi advice>, and made the heads of dm 
priests and of the Lewies,, and. of the- Israelttes, swear thatthejl 
would put away* those wives^ aad childmn^ ancording. toi the ad>* 
vice of Jechonias* And when he had received, thein oaths, he 
went in baste out of the temple, into the chamber o£ Johananv 
the SOU' of Eliasib^ and as he had hitherto tasted nothing at all 
for griefy so he abode therer that day. And when prodamatioil 
wa» made, that: all- those of the captivity should gttther tbenv* 
selves together tot Jerusalem^ and that those; thait did not: meet 
there* in two or d»ee>day\s.8hoald be banished &om<tfae muli^ 
tudey and' that their substance should be appropriated' to^ the 
uses of die temple,, aecordiitg to the sentence oft the elders^ 
those that were of the trifaes' of* Jfudah^andi Benjaminreametoge^ 
ther ini three daiys^ vi^ on<tfae twentieth day- oft die nintht month, 
which, according! to the Hehrewsy is called Tebeth^^ and accord* 
ing to the Macedonians^ Jpellms,^ Now,^ as; they Were) sitting: 
in the upper room of the temple, where the elders also were pre- 
sent, But were uneasy because of tile cold, Esdras stootf up,, 
and accused them, and told tiiem tliey had. sinned in marryia|^ 
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MrJves tbat were not of their own nation ; but that now they 
wOuM do a thing both pleasing to God and advantageous to 
themselves, if they would put those wives away. Accordingly, 
they all cried out, that ** they would do so. That, however, the 
multitude Was great, and that the sdason of the year was winter, 
and tfasft this work wotcfd re(]|uire mofe than one or two days. 
Let their rulers; therefore [said they], and those that have mar- 
ried strange wives, come hither at a proper time, while the elders 
of every place, tlnit are in common to estimate the number of 
those that have thus married, are to be there also.'^ Accord- 
ingly thi? wad resolved on by theifi; and they began the inquiry 
after' those that h^d married strange wives on the first day of the 
tenth Irionth, and continued the inquiry to the first day of the 
next month, and fotmd a great many of the posterity of Jeshua 
the high priest, a^nd of the' priests and Levites, and Israelites, 
who had a' greater regard to the observation of the law than to 
their natural affection, and immediately cast out their wives, and 
the children' which were born of them *. And in order to ap- 
pease God, they offered sacrifices, and slew rams, as oblations 
to hitn ; but it does' not seem to iiie to be necessary to set down 
the name^ of these meti. So ^hen Esdras had' reformed this 
sid about the marriages of the forementioned persons, he re- 
duced that practice to purity, so that it continued in that state 
for the time to cotoe. 

5. Now v^beh they kept the feast of tabernaelesf in the 
ideventh moAtli', and ^ostf all the (>eo^le were come together 
to it, they went up to tfhe open part of the temple, to the gate 
which looked eastward, and desired of Esdras that the laws o^ 
Moses might be read to them. Accordingly he stood in the 
midst of the nidtitude and read them; and this he did from 
morning to noon. Now by hearing the laws read to them, they 
were instructed to be righteous men for the present and for the 
future ; but as for their past offehces they were displeased at 
thetnselves, ai^d proceeded to shed tears on their account, as 

* Thid procedure of Esdras, and of tbe best- part of the Jewish nation, after 
tbeir return firom the Babylonish captivity, of reducing the Jewish marriages^ 
once for all, to the strictness of the law of Moses, without any regard to the 
greatness of those who had broken it, and without regard' to that natural affec- 
tion or compassion for their heathen wives and their children by them, which 
made it so hard for Esdras to correct it, deserves greatly to be observed and 
imitated in all attempts for reformation among Christians, the contrarv conduct 
havirtg ever been the bane of true religion, both among Jews and Christians, 
while political views, or human passions, or prudential motives, are suffered to 
take place instead of the divine laws, as so the blessing of God is forfeited, and 
the church still suffered to continue corrupt from one generation to another. See 
chap. viii. sect. 2. 

+ This Jewish feast of tabernacles was imitated in several heathen solemni- 
ties, as Spanheim here observes and proves. He also further observes presently, 
what great regard many heathens had to the monuments of their forefathers, a» 
Nebemtah had here, sect. 6. 
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considering with themselves, that if they had kept the law, they 
had endured none of these miseries which they had experienced. 
But when Esdras saw them in this disposition, he bade diem go 
home, and not weep, for that it was a festival, and that they 
ought not to weep thereon, for that it was not lawful so to do*. 
He exhorted them rather to proceed immediately to feasting,, 
and to do what was suitable to a feast, and what was agreeable 
to a day of joy, but to let their repentance and sorrow for their 
former sins be a security and a guard to them, that they fell no 
more into the like offences. So upon Esdras' exhortation, they 
began to feast ; and when they had so done for eight days in 
their tabernacles, they departed to their own homes, singing, 
hymns to God, and returning thanks to Esdras^ for his reforma- 
tion^of what corruptions had been introduced into their settle* 
ment. So it came to pass, that after he had obtained this repu*^ 
tation among the people, he died an old man, and was buried in 
a magnificent manner at Jerusalem. About the same time it 
happened also, that Joacim the high priest died; and his son 
Eliasib succeeded in the high priesthood. 

6. Now there was one of those Jews that had been carried 
captive, who was cupbearer to king Xerxes; his name was 
Mehemiah. As this man was walking before Susa, the metro- 
polis of the Persians, he heard some strangers that were entering 
the city after a long journey, speaking to one another in the 
Hebrew tongue ; so he went to tbeni, and asked them whence 
they came. And when their answer was, that they came from 
Judea, he began to inquire of them again in what state the mul- 
titude was, and in what condition Jerusalem was. And when 
they replied that they were in a bad state, for that their walls 
were thrown down to the ground, and that the neighbouring 
nations did a great deal of mischief to the Jews, while in the 
day time they overran the country and pillaged it, and in the 
night did them mischief, insomuch that not a few were led away 
captive out of the country and out of Jerusalem itself, and that 
' the roads were in the day time found full of dead menf. Here- 
upon Nehemiah shed tears, out of commiseration of the calami- 
ties of his countrymen; and looking up to heaven, he said, *^ How 
long, O Lord, wilt thou overlook our nation, while it suffers so 
great miseries, and while we are made the prey and the spoil of 
all men ?*' And while he stayed at the gate, and lamented thus, 
one told him that the king was going to sit down to supper ; so 

• This rale of Esdras, not to fast on a festival day, is quoted in the Apostoli- 
cal Constitutions, B. v. as obtaining among Christians also. 

+ This miserable condition of the Jews, and their capital, must have been 
after the deatli of Esdras, their former governor, and before Nehemiah came 
with his commission to build the walls of Jerusalem. Nor is that at all disagree- 
able to these histories in Josephus, since Esdras came on the 7tb, and Nehemiab 
not till the 25th of Xerxes, at the interval of 18 years. 
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he made haste, and went as he was, without washing himself, to 
minister to the king in his office of cupbearer. But as the king 
was very pleasant after sfipper, and more cheerful than usual, 
he cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and seeing him look sad, he 
asked him why he was sad. Whereupon he prayed to God to 
give him favour, and afford him the power of pers.uading by his 
words, and said, " How can I, O king, appear otherwise than 
thus, and not be in trouble, while 1 hear that the walls of Jeru- 
salem, the city where are the sepulchres of my fathers, are thrown 
down to the ground, and that its gates are consumed by fire ; 
but do thou grant me the favour to go and build its wall, and to 
finish the building of the temple.^' Accordingly the king gave 
him a signal, that he freely granted him what he asked, and told 
him that he should carry an epistle to the governors, that they 
might pay him due honour, and afford him whatsoever assistance 
he wanted, and as he pleased. *^ Leave off thy sorrow, then 
(said the king), and be cheerful in the performance of thy office 
hereafter.'' So Nehemiah worshiped God, and gave the king 
thanks for his promise, and cleared up his sad and cloudy counte- 
nance, by the pleasure he had from the king's promises. Ac- 
cordingly, the king called for him the next day, and gave him an 
epistle to be carried to Adeus, the governor of Syria, and Phoe- 
nicia, and Samaria ; wherein he sent to him to pay due honour 
to Nehemiah, and to supply him with what he wanted for his 
building. 

7* Now when he was come to Babylon, and had taken with 
him mai^y of his countrymen, who voluntarily followed him, he 
came to Jerusalem in the twenty and fifth year of the reign of 
Xerxes. And when he had shown the epistles to God*, he 
gave them to Adeus, and to the other governors. He also 
called together all the people to Jerusalem, and stood in the 
midst of the temple, and made the following speech to them : 
•* You know, O Jews, that God hath kept our fathers Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in mind continually; and for the 
sake of their righteousness hath not left off the care of you : in- 
deed he hath assisted me in gaining this authority of the king to 
raise up our wall and finish what is wanting of the temple. I 
desire you, therefore, who well know the ill will our neighbour- 
ing nations bear to us, and that when they once are made sensi- 
ble that we are in earnest about building,- they will come upon 
us, and contrive many ways of obstructing our works, that you 
will, in the first place, put your trust in God, as in him that 

* This showing king Xerxes' epistles to God, or laying them open before God, 
in the temple, is very like the laying open the epistles of Sennacherib before him 
also by Hezekiah, 2 Kings, xix. 14; Isa. xxxvii. 14; although this last was for 
a memorial to pot him in mind of the enemies, in order to move that divine com- 
passion, and the present as a token of gratitude for mercies already received,a« 
Havercamp well observes on this place. 
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wiU dttist UB against tbeir hatred, and to intermit bttifdiDg nei- 
ther nighf nor day^ but to use ail diligence^ and to hasten on the' 
work, now we have this especial opportunity for it." Whetf he 
had said this*, he gave order that the rulers should nleasure the 
wall, and pafrt the Work «f it among the people, according to' 
tiieir tillage? and' eities, as every one's ability should require, 
ilnd when he had added tfaits promise, that he himself, with his 
^ervatife, #otrId assist them^ he dissolved the assembly. So the 
Jews p^pared' for the work : that is the nstme they are called' 
by ffottr the day that Itiey came np from Babylon, which is taken 
fVoM the tribe of Judahr, which came first to these places; vtnd 
Aence both they and die country gaitied that appellation. 

8; Bat now, when the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Sattia- 
ritans^ and all that inhabited Celesyria, heard that the building' 
Went on apace, they took it heinously, and proceeded to lay 
snares for them, and to hinder their intentions. They also slew 
many of the Jews', and sought how they might destroy Nehe- 
miah bimseFf, by hitiing some of the foreigners to kill him. They 
also put the J'ewsf in fear, and disturbed them, and spread abroad 
rumfours, ais if many nations were ready to make an expedition 
against them, by which* means they Were harassed, and had* 
almost teft oS the building. But none of these things could 
deter Nebemiah from" being diligent about the Work : he only' 
set a number of men about him as a guard to hi? body, and so 
unweariedly persevered therein, and was insensible of any trou- 
ble, out of his desire to perfect this work. And thus did he 
attentively, and with* great forecast, take care of his own safety, 
not that he feared death , but out of this persuasion, that if he 
were dtead, the vpialfs f6r hils citizens would never be raised, tie 
also gavts orders that the builders should keep their ranks, and^ 
have their armour on while they were bailding. Accordingly 
the' mason had hts sword on, as welt as he that brbught the 
msrterials for building. He also appointed that their shields 
shouM lie very near theni ; and he placed trumpeters at every 
five hundred ieet, and charged them, that if their enemies ap- 
peared, they shouid give notice of it to the people, that they 
might fight in their armour, and their enemies might not falf 
Upon them* naked. He also went about the compass of the city 
by night, being never discouraged, neither about the work itself, 
nor about his own diet and sleep ; for he made no use of those 
things for his pleasure, but out of necessity. And this trouble 
he undlerwent for two years and four months * ; for in so long a 

* It miy not be vefy improper to remark here, with what an unusual ac- 
curacy Josephus determines these years of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jerosa- 
leni were built, vi%. that Nehemiah came with his commission in the 25th of 
Xerxes; that the walls were two years four months in building; and that they 
were finished on the 28th of Xerxes, sect. 7, 8. It may also be remarked far- 
ther, that Josephus hardly ever mentions more than one infallible astronomical 
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Hmt M(i tbe vM bailt^ m tbe twemty^eighth year of Ike reign 
of Xences^ in die ninth rndHKii* NW when die >mUs were^ 
finiihed; Nebctifittk-attd th«£ muMtude offered mcrilBces to Godt 
for the bml(fittg oii diem, and: tbey oontinued in feasting eight 
dsfi^ HoWeveiv ^iien the nadoo^ lehicb dwelt in Syria; heaid' 
thac die^ building of tbe "wM was inished, die; had indignadon' 
at in Bet vifhSet Nehendab BSfw that the city waa thin of peo- 
fito^ he ediotted. Htm priests and dio Lerites that diey would 
iefom ^e eounlry, and remo^ Aemoeli^ef to the city,> and there 
oondnn^; asid ter bdlt dieni' bous^^ at bis^ewn ^pentea; and 
Im eomMmded that pait of the peo^ple whidh were employ^ed 'm 
enltb<ating thehitid to bring dm ddieis of their ftuite tcM J^usih 
leniy'that the prieB^ amd the LevkoB, having wfaeHfiof diey mights 
M^e perpelttdlyv ixngbt not leave^dve' divine Worship; whowiiW 
ingly< heaiPkened t)» die: ceit«titu1!idn8 o# Nebemiab, hf which 
ttieanB the city J^ru^em eame to be fulter of peo^ than it- 
was before* So^when Nehetniah bed done man^ other exceU 
lenl diittga, mtfd' things weftby of cotna^eiddation^ in a glorions' 
manner, he came to a great ag% and then died. He* was a man 
of a gsdod^ sttid a righteous- disposition, and very ambiuous to 
make his: own natieti« happy ;- and he hath left die walls' of Jem* 
sdem a« an etefnaif monument for himself. Now dds was done 
in the dtiys of Xerxes. 



CHAP. vr. 

Concerning Esther ^^ and Mordecai and Human : aaad how^ 
tbe Reign^ of ArtaxerxeSf the ztjJiole Nation of the Jews 
in Danger of perishing. 

§ 1. Actek the death of Xerxes, the kingdom came to be 
transferred to his son Cyrus, whom the Greeks called A'rta^ 
xerxes: When tfiis man had obtained' ttte government over the' 

character, I mean an eclipse of the moon, and this a little before the death of 
Hflvod the Great, Jbiliq> B% xviU oh.<yi. sectl-4r«> Now on these tivii chronologi- 
cal ohamcters io a> greatr measure depend tonte of^ the- most important poiittv< 
beioBguig to Gbfistiani4)iSitiiB. the explicatioo o^ Daiiiei^s TOweehs^ and the 
duratioa^of our Savionr's mfnifltry, and the timie of his deaths in cdrrespondenoe* 
to those TO weeks. See the Supplement to the lAu Acoomp; of Propfa. p. 12. 
. ** Since some sceptiiSal persons' are willinj^ to df scant this book< of Esther as' 
no tme history; and even our learned and jndieious^ Dr. Wall, io his latepos- 
thomoBS critical^ noteS'Opon all^tbe other Hebrew books of tbe Old* Testament,- 
gives us none upon the Gaotides'or upon' Estheryand- seems thereby to^ give np' 
this book, a& well as he givm up thb Canticles,, as indefensible r I shall venture* 
to say, that almost all tbe objections against thisi book^of Esther are gone at^ 
oDce, if, as we certainly ought to do, and as Dean Prideauxhas joslily.done^ we 
place this history onder Artbxerxes Loogimanns, as do both the Septnagiot ili- 
terpreter^aad Josephus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his pesthumooi disserttftion- 
on the second book of Esdr^, pageSdyolsosa^s that '^ the truth>oftblr history 
19 demonstrated' by tbe feast of Hurim, kept up from that) time te this very day's • 
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Persians, the whole nation of the Jews, with their wives «id 
children^ were in danger of perishing ; the occasion whereof we 
shall declare in a- little time ; for it is proper, in the first place, 
to explain somewhat relating to this king, and how he came to 
marry a Jewish wife, who was herself of the royal family also ; 
and who is related to have saved our nation ; for when Arta- 
xerxes had takes' the kingdom, and had set governors over the 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India even unto- 
Ethiopia, in the third year of his r^n, he made a costly feast 
for his friends, and for the nations of Persia, and for their 
governors, such a- one as was proper for a king to make, when 
be had a mind to make a public demonstration of his riches, 
and this for a hundred and four-score days; after which he 
made a feast for other nations, and for their ambassadors, at 
Shushan, for seven days. Now this feast was ordered after the 
manner following : He caused a tent to be pitched, which was 
supported by pillars of gold and silver, with curtains of linen 
and purple spread over them, that it might afford room for many 
ten thousands to sit down. The cups with which the waiters 
ministered were of gold, and adorned with precious stones, for 
pleasure and for sight. He also gave order to the servants that 
they should not force them to drink, by bringing them wine con- 
tinually, as is the practice of the Persians, but to permit every 
one of the guests to enjoy himself according to his own inclination. 
Moreover, he sent messengers through the country, and gave 
order that they should have a remission of their labours, and 
should keep a festival many days, on. account of his kingdom. 
In like manner did Vashti the queen gather her guests together, 
and made them a feast in the palace. -Now the king was desi- 
rous to show her, who exceeded all other women in beauty, to 
diose that feasted with him, and sent some to command her ta 
come to bis feast. But she, out of regard to the laws of the 
Persians, which forbid the wives to be seen by strangers, did not 
go to the king * ; and though he oftentimes sent the eunuchs to 

and this rarprisiog providential revolation in favour of a captive people, thereby 
constantly commemorated, standeth even upon a firmer basis than that there 
ever was such a man as king Alexander [the Great] in the world, of whose reign 
there is no such abiding monument at this day to be found anywhere. Nor will 
they, I dare say, who quarrel at this, or any other of the sacred histories, find it 
a very easy matter to reconcile the different accounts whlth were given by his- 
torians of the affairs of this king, or to confirm any one fact of his whatever, 
with the same evidence which is here given for the principal fact in the saeted 
book, or even so much as to prove the existence of such a person, of whom sa 
great things are related, but upon granting this book of Esther, or sixth of Es- 
dras (as it is placed in some of the most ancient copies of the vulgate), ta be a 
most true and certain history,** &c. 

• If the Chaldee paraphrast be in the right, that Artaxerxes intended to show 
Vashti to his guests naked, it is no wonder at all that she would not submit to 
such an indignity $ but still, if it were not so gross as that, yet might it, in the 
kiog*8 cups, be done in a way so indecent, as the Persian laws would uot< then 
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her, she did nevertheless stay away, and refused to come^ till the 
king was so much irritated that he brake up the • entertainment, 
and rosb up, and called for those seven who had the interpreta^ 
tion of the laws committed to them, and accused his wife, and 
said that he had been affronted by her, beciluse that when she 
was frequently called by him to his feast, she did not obey him 
once. He therefore gave order that they should inform him 
what could be done by the law against her. So one of them, 
whose name was Memtican, said that ** this affront was offered 
not to him alone, but to all the Persians, who were in danger 
of leading their lives very ill with their wives, if they must be 
thus despised by them ; for that none of their wives would have 
any reverence for their husbands, if they had such an example 
of arrogance in the queen towards thee, who rulest over all.'* 
Accordingly he exhorted him to punish her, who h^d been 
guilty of so great an affront to him, after a severe manner; and 
when he had so done, to publish to the nations what had been 
decreed about the queen. So the resolution was, to put Vashti 
away, and to give her dignity to another woman. 

2. But the king, having been fond of her, did not well bear 
a separation, and yet by the law he could not admit of a recon- 
ciliation, so he was under trouble, as not having it in his power 
to do what he desired to do. But when his friends saw him so 
uneasy, they advised him to cast the memory of his wife, and hie 
love for her, out of his mind, but to send abroad over all the 
habitable earth, and to search out for comely virgins, and to 
take her whom he should like best for his wife, because his pas^ 
sion for his former wife would be quenched by the introduction 
of another, and the kindness he had for Vashti would be wttli- 
drawn from her, and be placed on her that was with him. Ac- 
cordingly he was persuaded to follow this advice, and gave 
order to certain persons to choose out of the virgins that were 
in his kingdom those that were esteemed the most comely. So 
when a great number of these virgins were gathered together, 
there was found a damsel in Babylon, both whose parents were 
dead, and she was brought up with her uncle Mordecai, for that 
was her uncle's name. This uncle was of the trilie of Benjamin, 
and was one of the principal persons among the Jews. Now 
it proved that this damsel, wnose name was Esther, W9S the 
most beautiful of all the rest, and that the grace of her counte* 

hetac mere than the conuDan lawi of . modesty. And that the kin; bad Bome.Buoh 
desi^ seems not improbable, for otherwise the principal of these royal guests 
could be no strangers to the queen, nor unapprised of her beauty, so far as de- 
.^ncy admitted. However, since ProTidence was now paving the way for tlie 
introduction of a Jewess into the king's affections, in order to bring about one of 
the most wonderful deliverances which the Jewish or any nation ever had, we 
need not be farther solicitous about the motives by which the king was indaeed 
to divorce Vashti, and marry Esther, 
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Baoce drew the eyes of the sp^tators pniici{>ally upon ber ; 
so she was committed to one of the eaouchs to take care of her ; 
and «he was veiy ei^actly pirovided with sweet odour^ in great 
plenty, and with costly ointmentS; such as her body required tq 
be anointed withal ; and this was used for six months by the vir^ 
l^oiSy who were in number four hundred. And when the eunuch 
tbongbt the virgins had been sufficiently purified, in the foremen^ 
tioned time, and were now fit to go to the king's bed, he sent 
one to be with the king every day. So when he had accompa* 
Qied with her, he sent ^r back to the eunuch ; and when Esthei: 
had cogae to him, he was pleased with her, and fell in love with 
the damsel, and married her, and made her his lawful wife, and 
k/ept a wedding feast for her on the twelfth month of the seventh 
year of bis reign, which was called Jdar. He also sent angari, 
as they are called^ or messenger^, unto every nation, and gave 
prders that they should keep a feast for his marriage, while he 
himself treaty the Persians and the Medei^, and the principal 
men of the nations, for a whole month, on account of this his 
marriage. Accordingly Esther came to his royal palace, and 
he set a diadem on her head : and thus was Esther married, 
without making known to the king what nation she was derived 
from. H^ uncle also removed from Babylon to Shushan, and 
dwelt there, being every day about the palace^ and inquiring how 
the damsel did, for be Ipved her as Uioygh she had been bis 
own daiighter. 

3. Now the king had made a Uw, that none of his own peo^* 
pie shotdd approach him unless he were called^ when he sat 
upon his throne*; and men with axes in their bands stood 
round about his throne, in order to punish such as approached 
to bim without being called. However, the king. sat with a, 
golden .sceptre in his hand, which he held out when he had a 
mind to save any one of those that approached to him without 
being called; and he who touched it was free from danger* 
But of this matter we have discoursed sufficiently. 

4. Sometime after this [two eunuchs] Bigthan and Teresh 
plotted against the king; and Barnabazus, roe servant of one 
qf the eunuchs, being by birth a Jew, was acquainted with their 
conspiracy, and discovered it to the queen^s uncle ; and Morde- 
oai, by the means of Esther, made the conspirators known to the 
king. This troubled the king; but he discovered the truth, and 
hanged the eunuchs upon a cross, while at that time he gave no 
reward to Mordecai, who had' been the oecasion of his preser*. 

* Herodotiig a»yi, tbat tjiis Uir [almost finy ooe'a coioing uocaUed (o the 
kings of Persia wlten Uiety wt re sUting qisk tbcir throoei] was first eiMcted by 
Deioces [i. e. by hiin wbo first withdrew tbe Medes from the dowiBMn of the 
Aflsyrnns, and binself first feigned over them.] Thwy also, says Spanheim, stoo4 
f vanis» with their a^s, aJIwat the throne of Teoiif, or Tenedos, that Uie offender 
might by them be punished immediately. 
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vation. He only bid the scribes to set dowQ his name in the 
records, and bid him stay in the palace, as an intimate friend of 
the king's. 

5. Now there was one Hamap, the son pf Amedatha, by 
birth an Amalekite, that used to go in to the king; and the 
foreijgners and Persians worshiped him, as Artaxerxes had com-* 
manded that such honour should be paid to him ; but Morde- 
cai was so wise, and so observant of his own country's laws, that 
he would not worship * the man. When Haman observed this, 
he inquired whence he came ; and when he understood that he 
was a Jew, he had indignation at him, and said within himself, 
that ^* whereas the Persians, who were free men, worshiped him, 
this man, who was no better than a slave, does not vouchsafe to 
do so." And when he desired to punish Mordecai, he thought 
it too small a thing to request of the king that he alone might be 

f)unished; he rather determined to abolish the whole nation, 
or he was naturally an enemy to the Jews, because the nation 
of the Amalekites, of which he was, had been destroyed by them. 
Accordingly he came to the king, and accused them, saying, 
** There is a certain wicked nation, and it is dispersed over all 
the habitable earth that was under his dominion ; a nation sepa- 
rate from others, unsociable, neither admitting the same sort of 
divine worship that others do, nor using l^ws like to the laws of 
others ; at enmity with thy people, and with all men, both in 
their manners and practices. Now if thou wilt be a benefactor 
to thy subjects, thou wilt give order to destroy them utterly, and 
not leave the least remains of them, nor preserve any of them, 
either for slaves or for captives." But that the king might not 
be damnified by the loss of the tributes which the Jews paid 
him, Haman promised to give him out of his own estate forty 
thousand talents whensoever he pleased; and he said he would 
pay this money very willii^gly, that the kingdom might be freed 
from 3uch a misfortune. 

6 . When Haman had made this petition^ the king both for- 
gave him the money and granted him the men, to no what he 
would with them. So Haman, having gained what he desiredj^ 
sent out immediately a decree, as from the king, to all nations, 
the contents whereof were these : ** Artaxerxes, the great king, 
to the rulers of the hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from 
India to Ethiqpia, sends this writing i Whereas I have governed 
many nations, and obtained the dominion of all the habitable 

* Wfaetber this adonUioo required of Mordecai to Haman were by hin 
deemed too like the adoration due oaly to God, as Joiepbua seemq bere to tliiokj^ 
as well as the Septnagint interpreters also, by their translation of Est. ziii. 12, 
13, 14$ or wliether be thought be oaght to pay no sort of adoration to an Amale- 
kite, which nation had been such great sinners as to have been universally do* 
voted to destruction by God himself, Ezod. xvti. 14, 15, 16 ; 8 Sam. xv. 18: off 
whether both causes concurred, cannot now, I doubt, be entirely determined. 
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earth; aceordiDg to my desire, and have not been obliged to do 
any thing that is insolent or cruel to my subjects by such my 
power, but have showed myself mild and gentle, by taking care 
of their peace and good order, and have sought how they might 
enjoy those blessings for all time to come : And whereas I have 
been kindly informed by Haman, who, on account of his pru- 
dence and justice, is the first in my esteem and in dignity, apd 
only second to myself, for his fidelity and constant good will to 
me^ that there is an ill-natured nation intermixed with all man- 
kind, that is averse to our laws, and not subject to kings, and of 
a different conduct of life from others, that hateth monarchy, 
and of a disposition that is pernicious to our affairs, I give order 
that all these men, of whom Haman, our second father, hath 
informed us, be destroyed, with their wives and children, and 
that none of them be spared, and that none prefer pity to them 
before obedience to this decree. And this I will to be executed 
on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of this present year, 
that so, when all that have enmity to us are destroyed, and this 
in one day, we may be allowed to lead the rest of our lives in 
peace hereafter." Now when this decree was brought to the 
cities, and to the country, all were ready for the destruction and 
entire aboUshment of the Jews, against the day before men- 
tioned ; and they were very hasty about it at Shushan in parti- 
cular. Accordingly the king and Haman spent their time in 
feasting together with good cheer and wine, but the city was in 
disorder. 

7. Now when Mordecai was informed of what was done, he 
rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth, and sprinkled ashes upon 
his head, and went about the city, crying out, that *^ a nation 
that had been injurious to no man was to be destroyed.^' And 
he went on saying thus as far as to the king's palace, and there 
he stood, for it was not lawful for him to go into it in that habit. 
The same thing was done by all the Jews that were in. the seve- 
ral cities wherein this decree was published, with lamentation 
and mourning, on account of the calamities denounced against 
them. But as soon as certain persons had told the ^ueen that 
Mordecai stood before the court in a mourning habit, she was 
disturbed at this report, and sent out such as should change his 
garments ; but when he could not be induced to put off his sack- 
cloth, because the sad occasion that forced him to put it on was 
not yet ceased, she called the eunuch Acratheus, for he was then 
present, and sent him to Mordecai, in order to know of him what 
sad accident had befallen him, for which he was in mourning, 
and would not put off the habit he had put on at her desire. 
Then did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the occasion of his 
mourning, and of the decree which was sent by the king into 
all the country, and of the promise of money whereby Haman 
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bought the destruction of their nation. He also gave him a 
copy of what was proclaimed at Shushan, to be carried to Es- 
ther ; and he charged her to petition the king about this matter, 
and not to think it a dishonourable thing in her to put on an 
humble habit for the safety of her nation, wherein she might de- 
precate the ruin of the Jews, who were in danger of it ; for that 
Haman, whose dignity was only inferior to that of the king's, 
had accused the Jews, and had irritated the king against them. 
When she was informed of this, she sent to Mordecai again, and 
told him that she was not called by the king, and that he who 
goes in to him without being called is to be slain, unless when 
he is willing to save any one, he holds out his golden sceptre to 
him ; but that to whomsoever he does so, although he go in 
without being called, that person is so far from being slain, that 
he obtains pardon, and is entirely preserved. Now when the 
eunuch carried this message from Esther to Mordecai, he bade 
him also tell her that she must not only provide for her own pre- 
servation, but for the common preservation of her nation ; for 
that if she now neglected this opportunity, there would certainly 
arise help to theni from God some other way, but that she and 
her father's house would be destroyed by those whom she now 
despised. But Esther sent the very same eunuch back to Mor- 
decai [to desire him], to go to ShusHan, and to gather the Jews 
that were there together to a congregation, and to fast, and to 
abstain from all sorts of food on her account, and to [let him 
know that] she with her maidens would do the same ; and then 
she promised that she would go to the king, though it were 
against the law, and that if she must die for it, she would not re-^ 
fuse it. 

8. Accordingly Mordecai did as Esther had enjoined him, and 
made the people fast: and he besought God, together with 
them, " not to overlook his nation, particularly at this time, 
when it was going to be destroyed, but that, as he had often be- 
fore providied for them, and forgiven when they had sinned, so 
he would now deliver them from that destruction which was de- 
nounced against them; for although it was not 'all the nation 
that had offended, yet must they so ingloriousiy be slain ; and 
that he was himself the occasion of the wrath of Haman, because, 
said he, I did not worship him, nor could I endure to pay that 
honour to him which I used to pay to thee, O Lord ; for upon 
that his anger hath he contrived this present mischief against 
those that have not transgressed thy laws.'' The same suppli- 
cations' did the multitude put up ; and entreated that God would 
provide for their deliverance, and free the Israelites that were in 
all the earth from, this calamity which was now coming upon 
them, for they had it before their eyes, and expected its coming. 
Accordingly Esther made supplication to God after the manner 

VOL. II. I 
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of l^er country, by casting herself down upon the earthy and 
putting on her mourning garments, and biddiog farewell to meat 
and drink, and all delicacies, for three days' time; and she en-i 
treated God to have mercy upon her, and to msdke her words 
appear persuasive to the king, and render her countenance more 
beautiful than it was before, that both by her woida and beauty 
she might succeed, for the averting of the king's anger, in case 
be were at all irritated against her, and for £e consc^ation of 
those of her own country, now they were in the utmost danger 
of perishing ; aa also that he would excite a hatred in the king 
against the enemies of the Jews, and those that had contrived 
their future destruction, if they proved to be contemned by him. 
g. When Esther had used this supplication for three'daya, she 

Cut off those garments, and changed her habit, and adorned 
erself as became a queen, and took two of her handmaids witb 
h^, the one of which supported her, as she gently leaned upon 
her, and the other followed after, and lifted up her lai^e train 
(which swept along the ground) with the extremities of her 
fingers. And thus she came to the king, having a blushing 
redness in her countenance, with a pleasant agreeableness in 
ber behaviour;. yet did she go in to him with fear) and as soon 
as she was come over against him, as he was ^ting on his 
throne, in his royal apparel, which was a garment interwoven 
with gold and precious stones, which made him seem to her 
more terrible, especially when he looked at her somewhat se^ 
verely, and with a countenance on fire with anger, her joints 
failed her immediately, out of the dread she was in, and she fell 
down sideways in a swoon: but the king changed his mind, 
which happened, as I suppose, by the will of God, and was 
concerned for his wife, lest her fear ^ould bring some very evil 
thing upon her, and he leaped from his throne, and took her in 
bis arms, and recovered her by embracing her, and speaking 
comfortably to her, and exhorting her to be of good cheer, and 
not to suspect any thing that was sad on account of her coming 
to him without being called, because that law was made for suIh 
jects, but that she, who was a queen, as well as he a king, might 
be entirely secure ; and as he said this, he put the sceptre into 
her hand, and laid his rod upon her neck, on account of the 
law, and so freed her from her fear. And after she had reco- 
vered h^self by these encouragements, she said, ^^ My lord, it is 
not easy for me, on the sudden, to say what hath happened, for 
as soon as I saw thee to he great, and comely, and terrible, my 
spirit departed from me, and I had no soul left in me*'^ And 
while it was with difficulty, and in a low voice, that she could 
say thus much, the king was in great agony and disorder, and 
encouraged Esther to be of good cheer, and to expect better 
fortune, since he was ready, if occasion should require it, to 
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grant to her the half of his kingdom. Acconjipgly EsCher de>- 
sired that be and his ftiend Haman would come to her to a ban- 
quet, for she said she had prepared a supper for hini. He con- 
fiented to it; and ^hen they were there, as they >vere drinking, 
he bid Esther to '< let him know nvhat she desired, for that she 
should not be disappointed, though she should desire the half 
of his kingdom.'' But she put off the discovery of her petition 
till the next day, if he would come again, together with Hawan, 
to her banquet. 

10. Now when the king bad promised so to do, Haman went 
away very glad, because be alone bad the honour of sapping 
with the king at Esther's banquet, and because no on<$ else par- 
took of the same honour with the king but himself; yet when 
be saw Mordecai in the courl^ he was very much displeased, for 
be paid him no manner of respect when he saw him. So he 
went home, and called for his wife Zeresfa, and his friends, aod^ 
when tbey were come, be showed them what honour be enjoyed, 
not pnly from the king, but from the queen also, for as he alone 
had that day supped with her, together widi the king, so was be 
also invited again for the next day ; yet, said be, am 1 not pleased 
to see Mordecai the Jew in the court Hereupon hh Wife Ze- 
resh advised him to give order that a gallows should be made 
fifty cubits high, and that in the morning he should ask it of the 
king that Mordecai might be hanged thereon. So be com- 
mended her advice, and gave order to his servants to prepane 
the gallows, and to place it in the court, for the punishnikent of 
Mordecai thereon, which was accordingly prepared. But God 
laughed to scorn the wicked <expectations of Haman, and as he 
knew what the event would be, he was de%fated at it ; for that 
night he took away the king's sleep, and as the king was not 
willing to lose the time of lud laying awake, but to spend it in 
something that might be of advantage to his kiogdom, he com- 
manded the scribe to bring him the cfaroiai^les of the former 
kings, and the records of his own actions ; and when he had 
brought them, and was reading them, one was found to have 
received a coimtry on account of his excellent management on 
a certain occasion, and the name of the country was set down ; 
anodier was found to have had a present made him ou account 
of bis fidelity; then the scribe came to Bigthan and Teresh, 
the eunuchs diat had made a conspiracy agamst the king, which 
Mordecai had discovered; and when the scribe said no moi^e 
but that, and was goii^ on to another history, the king stopped 
him, and inquired '^ Whether it was not added that Mordecai 
had a reward given liim i" and when he said there was no such 
addition, he bid him leave off, and he inquired of those that 
wece appointed for that purpose, what hour of the night it was ; 
and when he was informed that it was already day, he gave 

I 9, 
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order, that if they found any one of his friends already come, 
and standing before the court, they ^should tell him. Now it 
happened that Haman was found there, for he was come 
sooner than ordinary to petition the king to have Mordecai put 
to death : and when the servants said that Haman was before 
the court, he bid them call him in ; and when he Was come in, 
he said, *^ Because I know that thou art my only fast friend, I 
desire thee to give me advice, how I may honour one that I 
greatly love, and that after a manner suitable to my magnifi* 
cence." Now Haman reasoned with himself, that what opi- 
nion he should give, it would be for himself, since it was he 
alone who was beloved by the king ; so he gave him that advice 
which he thought of all others the best ; for he said, <^ If thou 
wouldst truly honour a man whom thou sayest thou dost love, 
give order that he may ride on horseback, with the same garment 
which thou wearest, and with a gold chain about his neck, and 
let one of thy intimate friends go before him, and proclaim 
through the whole city, that whosoever the king honoureth ob- 
taineth this mark of his honour." This was the advice which 
Haman gave, out of a supposal that such reward would come 
to himself. Hereupon the king was pleased with the advice, 
and said, " Go thou^ therefore, for thou hast the horse, the gar- 
ment, and the chain, ask for Mordecai the Jew, and give him 
those things, and go before his horse and proclaim accordingly; 
for, said he, thou art my intimate friend, and hast given me good 
advice ; be thou, then, the minister of what thou hast advised 
me to do. This shall be his reward from us, for preserving my 
life." When he heard this order, which was entirely unexpected, 
he was confounded in his mind, and knew not what to do. How- 
ever, he went out and led the horse, and took the purple gar- 
ment, and the golden chain for the neck^ and finding Mordecai 
before the court, clothed in sackcloth, he bade him put that 
garment off, and put the purple garment on. But Mordecai, 
not knowing the truth of the matter, but thinking that it was 
done in mockery, said, ^' O thou wretch, the vilest of all man- 
kind, dost thou thus laugh at our calamities ?" But when he was 
satisfied that the king bestowed this honour upon him, for the de- 
liverance he had procured him, when he convicted the eunuchs 
who bad conspired against him, he put on that purple garment 
which the king always wore, and put the chain about his neck, 
and got on horseback, and went round the city, while Haman 
went before, and proclaimed, '' This shall be the reward which 
the king will bestow on every one whom he loves, and esteems 
worthy of honour." And when they had gone round the city, 
Mordecai went in to the king, but Haman went home, out of 
shame, and informed his wife and friends with what had hap- 
pened, and this with tears, who said, that ** he would never 
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be able to be revenged on Mordeeai, for that God was with 
him." 

11. Now> while these men were thu^ talking one to another, 
Esther's eunuchs hastened Haman away to come to supper; but 
one of the eunuchs^ named Sabuchadas^ saw the gallows that was 
fixed in Haman's house, and inquired of one of his servants for 
what purpose they had prepared it. So he knew that it was for 
the queen's uncle^ because Haman was about to petition the king 
that he might be punished; but at present he held his peace. 
Now when the king, with Haman, was at the banquet, he desired 
the queen to tell him what gift she desired to obtain, and assured 
her that she should have whatsoever she had a mind to. She 
then lamented the danger her people were in; and said, that 
** she and her nation were given up to be destroyed, and that she/ 
on that account, made this her petition ; that she would not have 
troubled him if he had only given order that they should be sold 
into bitter servitude, for such a misfortune would not have been 
intolerable; but she desired that they might be delivered from 
such a destruction." And when the king inquired of her who 
was the author of this misery to them, she then openly accused 
Haman, and convicted him, that he had been the wicked instru- 
ment of this, and had formed this plot against them. When the 
king was hereupon in disorder, and was gone hastily out of the 
banquet into the gardens, Haman began to intercede with Esther, 
and to beseech her to forgive him, as to what he had offended, for 
he perceived that he was in a very bad case. And as he had 
fallen upon the queen's bed, and was making supplication to her, 
the king came in, and being still more provoked at what he saw, 
'^O thou wretch (said he), thou vilest of all mankind, dost thou aim 
to force my wife?" And when Haman was astonished at this, 
and not able to speak one word more, Sabuchadas the eunuc^ 
came in, aud accused Haman, and said, ^^ He fQund a gallo\v 
at his house, jn-epared for Mordecai, for that his servant told 
him so much, upon his inquiry, when he was sent to him to call 
him to supper." He said farther, that ^^ the gallows was fifty 
cubits high." Which when the king heard, he determined that 
Haman should be punished after no other manner than that 
which had been devised by hiqi against Mordecai: so he gave 
order immediately that he should be hung upon those gallows, 
and be put to death after that manner. And from hence I can- 
not forbear to admire God, and to learn hence his wisdom and 
his justice, not only in punishing the wickedness of Haman, but 
in so disposing it that he should undergo the very same punish- 
ment which he had contrived for another; as, also, because 
thereby he teaches others this lesson, that what mischiefs any 
one prepares against another, he, without knowing of it, first 
contrives it against himself. 
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Ift. Wherefore Hatnani who had immoderately abused the 
honour he had from the king, was destroyed after this maniier« 
aod the king granted his estate to the queen. He also called 
for Mordecai (for Esther had informed him that she was akin to 
bim)^ and gave Aat ring to Mordecai which he had before given 
to Haman. The queen also gave Haman's estate to Mordecai; 
and prayed the king to deliver the nation of the Jews from the 
fear of death, and showed him what had been written over all 
the country by Haman th^ son of Ammedatha; for that if her 
country wefe destroyed, and her countrymen were to perish, she 
could not bear to live herself any lon^r. So the king pro^^* 
mised her, that he would not do any thing diat should be disa-* 
greeable to her, nor contradict what she desired, but he bid her 
write what she pleased about the Jews, in the king's name, and 
seal it with his seal, and send it to all his kingdom, for that those 
who read epistles whose authority is Secured by having the king's 
seal to them, would in no way contradict what was ivritteo 
, therein. So he commanded the king's scribes to be sent for^ 
and to write to the nations on the Jews' behalf, and to his lieute* 
Hants and governors, that were over his hundred and twenty^- 
seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia. Now die contents 
of this epistle were these*: '^The ^reat king Artaxerzes to our 
rulers, and those that are our faithful subjects, sendeth, greeting: 
many men there are, who, on account of the greatness of the 
benefits bestowed on them^ and because of the honour which 
they have obtained from the wonderful kind treatment of those 
that bestowed it, are not only injurious to their inferiors, but do 
not scruple to do evil to those that have been their benefactors, 
as if they would take away gratitude from among men, and by 
their insolent abuse of such benefits as they never expected^ they 
turn the abundance they have against those that are the authors 
of it) and suppose they shall lie concealed from God in that 
case, and avoid that vengeance which comes from him. Some 
of these men, when they have had the management of affairs 
committed to them by their friends, and bearing private malice 
of their own against some others^ by deceiving those that have 
the power, persuade them to be anj?ry at such as have doare them 
Ho harm, till they are in danger of perishing, afkd this by laythg 
accusationB and calumnies. Nor is this state of things to be dis^ 

♦ The tree reason why king Artaxerxes did not here properly t^voke hia 
former barbarous decree for the Universal sltiughter of the Jews, but only em- 
powered aod edcomrBged the Jews to agbt for their tWes, and to kUI their eie- 
mies if they attempted their destrtictlon, feeems to hare been that old law of the 
Medes and Persians, not yet laid aside, that whatever decree was signed both 
by the king and his lords, could not be changed^ bat remained unalterable, Dan. 
vi. 7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 17 ; Etth. 1. 19, and vHi. S. And Haman, havMg eogrossed 
the royal favour, might perhaps have himself signed this decree for the Jews' 
slaughter, instead of the ancient lords, and so might have rendered it by their 
rulei irrevocable. 
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covered bj aneieiit examples^ or such m vre- have learned by 
report olalj, but by some examples of sueh impudent attempts 
under our own eyes; so that it is not fit to attend any longer to 
calumnies nod accneationsy nor to the persuasions of others^ but 
to detemnine what any one knows of hifnsdf to have been really 
done^ and to pcmish what justly deserves it, and to grant such 
favours to such as are ianocent* This hath been the case of 
Haman the son ctf Ammedatfaa, by birth an Amalekite, and 
alien from the blood of the Persians, who, when he was bospi<^ 
tably entertained by us, and partook of that kindness which we 
bear to all men, to so great a degree as to be called my father, 
and to be all along worshiped, and to have honour paid him by 
all in the second rank after the royal honour due to ourselves, 
he could Dot bear his good fortune, nor govern the magnitude 
of his prosperity with sound reason; nay, he made a conspiracy 
against me and my life, who gave him his authority, by endea- 
vouring to take away Mordecai, ray boiefactor and my saviour, 
and by basely and treacherously requiring to have Esther, the 
pturtner of my life, and of my domimon, brought to destruction, 
for he contrived by this means to deprive me of my faithful 
friends, and transfier the government to odiers''^. But since I 
perceived that these Jews, that Were by this perhicious fellow 
devoted to destruction, w<ere not wicked men, but conducted 
their lives after the best manner, and were men dedicated to the 
worship of that God who hath preserved die kingdom to me 
and my anceston, I do not only free them from the punishment 
whidi the former epistle, which was sent by Haman, ordered 
lo be inflicted on them, to which if you refuse obedience, you 
shall do well, but I will that they have all honour paid them. 
Accordingly I have hanged up the man that contrived such 
things against them, widi his family, before the gates of Shushan, ^ 
that punishment being sent upon him by God, who seeth all 
things. And I give you in charge, that you publicly propose a 
copy of diis epi^e through all my kingdom: that the Jews may 
be permitted peaceably to use their own laws; and that you assist 
them; that at the same season whereto their miserable estate did 
belong, they may defend themselves theirery same day from un- 
just violence, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is 

* These words give aa intimatioo as if Artazerzes saspectod a deeper desiga 
In Hainan tlian openly appeared, yiz. that knowing the Jews would be faithful 
to him, and that tie could never transfer the crown to his own family, who was 
aa ^agite, £sth. lii. 1, 10, or of the poateiiiy of Agug, th« old king of the 
Amalekites, I Sam. zr. 8» 32, SS, while they were alive, and spread oyer all hit 
dominions, he therefore endeiavoured to destroy them. Nor is it to me improba- 
ble, that Aose 75,800 of the Jews' enemies which were soon destroyed by the^ 
Jew«, 00 the pennlsslaa of die king, which mnsk be on some great occasion, 
were Amalekites, their old and hereditary enemies, Ezod. zvii. 14, 15, and that 
thereby was fulfilled Balaam*s prophecy, ** Amalek was the first of the nation&y 
but bis latter end shall be, that be perisli far ever.** Numb. zxiv. 20. 
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Adar, for God hath made that day a day of salvation instead of a 
day of destruction to them : and may it be a good day to those that 
wish us well, and a memorial of the punishment of the conspira* 
tors against us ! And I will that you take notice, that every city 
and every nation^ that shall disobey any thing that is contained 
in this epistle, shall be destroyed by fire and sword. However, 
let this epistle be published through all the country that is under 
our obedience, and let all the Jews, by all means, be ready against 
the day beforementioned, that they may avenge themselves upon 
their enemies/' 

13. Accordingly the horsemen who carried the epistles pro* 
ceeded on the ways which they were to go with speed: but as 
for Mordecai, as soon as he had assumed the royal garment and 
the crown of gold, and had put the chain about his neck, he 
went forth in a public procession; and when the Jews who were 
at Shushan saw him in so great honour with the king, they thought 
his good fortune was common to themselves also, and joy and a 
beam of salvation encompassed the Jews, both those that were 
in the cities and those that were in the countries, upon the pub* 
lication of the king's letters, insomuch that many even of other 
nations circumcised their foreskin for fear of the Jews, that they 
might procure safety to themselves thereby; for on the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which according to the Hebrews is 
called Adar, but according to the Macedonians Dystrus, those 
that carried the king's epistle gave them notice, that the same 
day wherein their danger was to have been, on that very day 
should they destroy their enemies. But now the rulers of the 
provinces, and the tyrants, and the kings, and the scribes, had 
the Jews in esteem, for the fear they were in of Mordecai forced 
them to act with discretion. Now when the royal decree was 
come to all the country that was subject to the king, it fell oiit 
• that the Jews at Shushan slew five hundred of their enemies; 
and when the king had told Esther the number of those that 
were slain in that city, but did not well know what had been 
done in the provinces, he asked her whether she would have any 
thing farther done against them, for that it should be done ac- 
cordingly. Upon which she desired that the Jews might be 
permitted to treat their remaining enemies in the same manner 
the next day; as also that they might hang the ten sons of Haman 
upon the gallows. So the king permitted the Jews so to do, 
as desirous not to contradict Esther. So they gathered them- 
selves together again on the fourteenth day of the month Dys^ 
trus, and slew about three hundred of their enemies, but touched 
nothing of what riches they had. Now there were slain by the 
Jews that were in the country, and in the other cities, seventy- 
five thousand of their enemies, and these were slain on the 
thirteenth day of the month, and the next day they kept as 
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a festival* In like manner tbe Jews that were in Shushan 
gathered themselves together and feasted on the fourteenth day, 
And that which followed it; whence it is, that even now all the 
Jews that are m the habitable earth keep these days festival, and 
send portions to one another. Mordecai also wrote to the Jews 
that lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxes to observe th^se days, 
and celebrate them as festivals, and to deliver them down to 
their posterity, that this festival might continue for all time to 
come, and that it might never be buried in oblivion; for since 
they were about to be destroyed on these days by Haman, they 
would do a right thing, upon escaping the danger in them, and 
on them inflicting punishments on their enemies, to observe 
those days, and give thanks to God on them; for which cause 
the Jews still keep the forementioned days, and call them days 
of Pknrim [or Purim] ^. And Mordecai became a great and 
illustrious person with the king, and assisted him in the govern- 
ment of the people. He also lived with the queen; so that the 
affairs of the Jews were, by their means, better than they could 
ever have hoped for. And this was the state of the Jews under 
the reign of Artaxerxes t* 

CHAP, vn. 

How John stew his Brother Jesus in the Temple: and how 
. Bagoses offered many Injuries to the Jews ; and what San- 
ballat did, 

§ 1. When Eliashib the high priest was dead, his son Judas 
succeeded in the high priesthood: and when he was dead, his 
son John took that dignity; on whose account it was also that 
Bagoses, the general of another Artaxerxes'sif army, polluted the 
temple, and imposed tributes on the Jews, that out of the public 

« Take here part of Relaad^s note on this disputed passage : '* In Josephus's 
copies these Hebrew words, days of Purint^ or LotSy as in the Greek copies of 
Esther, chap. ix. 26, 28 — ^32, is read days of Phurim, or days of Protection^ but 
ought to be read days of Purim^ as in the Hebrew ; than which emendation, says 
be, nothing is more certain." And had we any assurance that Josepbus's copy 
mentioned the casting of 2afs, as our other copies do, Esth. iii. t, I should fully 
agree with Reland, but as it now stands, it seems to me by no means certain. * 

f As to this whole book of Esther in the present Hebrew copy, it is so very 
imperfect, in a case where the providence of God was so very remarkable, and 
the Septuagint and Josephus have so much of religion, that it has not so much as 
tbe name of God once in it ; and it is hard to say who made that epitome which 
the Masorites have given us for the genuine book itself; no religious Jews could 
well be the authors of it, whose education obliged them to have a constant re- 
gard to God, and whatsoever related to his worship ; nor do we know that there 
ever was so imperfect a copy of it in the world till after the days of Barchocab, 
in tbe second century. 

t Concerning this other Artaxerxes, called Mnemon,BnA the Persian affliction 
and captivity of the Jews under him, occasioned by the murder of the high 
priest's brother in the holy house itself, see Authent. ^ecat large, page 49. And 
if any wonder why Josephus wholly omits the rest of the kings of Persia after 
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Stocky before they offered the dailj sacrifices, they should pay 
for every lamb fifty shekels* Now Jesus was the brother of 
John, and was a frietid of Bagoses^ who had promised to procure 
htm the high priesthood ; in confidence of whose support, Jesus 

auarreled with John in the temple, and so provoked hia lm>lher, 
lat in his anger his brother slew him. Now it was a horrible 
thing for John, when he was high priest, to perpetrate so great 
a crime, and so much the more horrible, diat there never was so 
cruel and im[HOUs a thing done, neither by the Greeks nor bar«> 
barians. However, God did not neglect its punishment, but the 
people were on that very account enslaved, and the temple was 
polluted by the Persians. Now when Bagoses, the general of 
Artaxerxes's army, knew that John, the high priest of the Jews^ 
had slain his own brother Jesus in the temple, he came upon the 
Jews immediately, and began to say in anger to them, '^ Have 
you had the impudence to perpetrate a murder in your temple ?'' 
And as he was aiming to go into the temple, they forbade him 
so to do; but he said to them, '^ Am not I purer than he that 
was slain in the temple ?" And when he had said these words, 
he went into the temple. Accordingly Bagoses made use of 
this pretence, and punished the Jews seven years for the murder 
of Jesus. 

2. Now when John had departed this life, his son Jaddua 
succeeded in the high priesthood* He had a brother, whoae ' 
name was Manasseh. Now there was one Sanballat^ who was 
sent by Darius, the last king [of Persia], into Samaria. He was 
a Cuthean by birth ; of which stock were the Samaritans also« 
This man knew that the city Jerusalem was a famous city, and 
that their kings had given a great deal of trouble to the Assyrians, 
and the people of Celesyria; so that he willingly gave his daugh- 
ter, whose name was Nicaso, in marriage to Manasseh, as think- 
ing this alliance by marriage would be a pledge and security that 
the nation of the Jews should continue their good will to him. 

Artax6rx€s Miteinoo> tiU be etat to their last kis; Darins, who was eonqoerei 
hy AleJoaader the Great, I shall g^ive them Vowias'g aad Dr. Hadfoo's amirer, 
though in my own words^ vi%, that Joseilhus did not do ill ia omitting thme kings 
of Penia with Whotn the Jews had no eoacern, becaose he wa^ giving the history 
of the Jews, and not of the Persians [which is a sufficient reason aha why he 
entirely ottltted the history and the book of Job, as ttot particularly relatifig to 
that Bation]* He justly therefore returns to the Jewish affairs after the death 
of LoogtmaMB, without any mention of Dartas 11. be/ore Artaxerxes Mnenon, or 
of Ocbus, or Arogoe, ds the cnaoo of Ptolemy names them, afler ham. Nor had he 
INTobably tncotiotied this other Artaxerxes, untess Bagoses^ one of the go^ernoti 
and commanders nAder him, had oceastoaed the poflntion of the Jewiih temple, 
and had greatly distntwed the Jews apeo that poUntiMi. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Coneeming SanhaUat and Manasseh, and the Temple which 
they bmlt tH Mount Gerizzim: a$ aho how Alexcmder made 
his Entri/ into the City Jerusalem; and what Benefit $ he 
bestowed on the Jews, 

§ 1. About this time is was that Philip, king of Macedon, was 
treacherously assaulted and slain at Egeae by Pausanias, the son 
of Cerastes, who was derived from the iamily of Orestae, a|id 
his son Alexander succeeded him in the kingdom; who, passing 
over the Hellespont, overcame the generals of Darius's army in 
a battle fought at Granicum. So he marched over Lydia, and 
Subdued Ionia, and overran Caria, and fell upon the places of 
Pamphylia, as has been related elsewhere. 

2. But the elders of Jerusalem being very uneasy that the 
brother of Jaddua the high priest, though married to a foreigner, 
should be a partner with him in the high priesthood, quarreled 
with him ; for they esteemed this man^s marriage a step to such as 
should be desirous of transgressing about the marriage of [strange] 
wives, and that this would be the beginning of a mutual society 
with foreigners, although the offence of some about marriages, 
and their having married wives that were not of their own coun- 
try, had been an occasion of their former captivity, and of the 
miseries they then underwent; so they commanded Manasseh to 
divorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the high priest 
himself joining with the people in their indignation against his 
brother, and driving him away from the altar. Whereupon 
Manasseh canve to his father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him, 
that " although he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet was he not 
willing to be deprived of his sacerfotal dignity on her account, 
which was the principal dignity in their nation, and always con- 
tinued in the same family." And when Sanballat promised him 
not only to preserve to him the honour of his priesthood, but to 
procure for him the power and dignity of a high priest, and 
Would make him governor of all the places he himself now ruled^ 
if he would keep his daughter for his wife. He also told him 
farther, that he would build him a temple like to that at Jeru- 
salem, upon mount Gerizzim, which is the highest of all the 
mountains that are in Samaria, and he promised that he would 
do this with the approbation of Darius the king. Manasseh was 
elevated with these promises, and stayed with Sanballat, upon a 
supposal that he should gain a high priesthood, as bestowed on 
him by Darius, for it happened that Sanballat was then in years. 
But there was now a great disturbance among the people of 
Jerusalem, because many of those priests and Levites we're en- 
tangled in such matches ; for they all revolted to Manasseh, and 
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Sanballat afforded them money, and divided among them land 
for tillage, and habitations also, and all this in order every way 
to gratify his son-in-»law. 

3. About this time it was that Darius heard how Alexander 
had passed over the Hellespont, and had beaten his lieutenants 
in the battle at Granicum, and was proceeding farther; where- 
upon he gathered together an army of horse and foot, and de- 
termined that he would meet the Macedonians before they 
should assault and conquer all Asia. So he passed over the 
river Euphrates, and came over Taurus, the Cilician mountain; 
and at Isis of Cilicia he waited for the enemy, as ready there to 
give him battle. Upon which Sanballat was glad that Darius 
was come down; and told Manasseh that he would suddenly 
perform his promises to him, and this as soon as ever Darius 
should come back, after he had beaten his enemies; for not he 
only, but all those that were in Asia also, were persuaded that 
the Macedonians would not so much as come to a battle with 
the Persians, on account of their multitude. But the event 
proved otherwise than they expected, for the king joined battle 
with the Macedonians, and was beaten, and lost a great pa^t of 
his army. His mother also, and his wife and children, were 
taken captives, and he fled into Persia. So Alexander came 
into Syria, and took Damascus; and when he had obtained 
Sidon, he besieged Tyre, when he sent an epistle to the Jewish 
high priest, ** To send him some auxilaries, and to supply his 
army with provisions ; and that what presents he formerly sent 
to Darius he would now send to him, and choose the friendship 
of the Macedonians, and that he should never repent of so do- 
ing." But the high priest answered the messengers, that '' he 
had given his oath to Darius not to bear arms against him; and 
he said, that he would not transgress them while Darius was in 
the land of the living." Upon hearing this answer Alexander 
was very angry; and though he determined not to leave Tyre, 
which was just ready to be taken, yet, as soon as he had taken 
it, he threatened that he would make an expedition against the 
Jewish high priest, and through him teach all n>en to whom 
they must keep their oaths. So when he had, with a good deal 
of pains during the siege, taken Tyre, and had settled its affairs, 
he came to the city of Gaza, and besieged both the city, and 
him that was governor of the garrison, whose name was Ba- 
bemeses. 

4. But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a proper oppor^ 
tunity to make his attempt, so he renounced Darius, and taking 
with him seven thousand of his own subjects, he came to Alex- 
ander; and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre, he said to 
him, that he delivered up to him these men, who came out of 
places under his dommion, and did gladly accept of him for his 
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lordy instead of Darius. So when Alexander had received him 
kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and spake to him 
nbout his present affair. He told him, that *' he had a son-in- 
law, Manasseh, who was brother to the high priest Jaddua; and 
that there were many others of his own nation, now with him, 
that were desirous to have a temple in the places subject to him : 
that it would be for the king's advantage to have the strength 
of the Jews divided into two parts, lest when the nation is of 
one mind, and united, upon any attempt for innovation, it prove 
troublesome to kings^ s|s it had formerly proved to the kings of 
Assyria." Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat leave so to do ; 
who used the utmost diligence, and built the temple, and made 
Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great reward, that his 
daughter's children should have that dignity: but when seven 
months of the siege of Tyre were over, and the two months of 
the siege of Gaza, Sanballat died. Now Alexander, when he 
had taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem; and Jaddua 
the high priest, when he heard that, was in an agony, and under 
terror, as not knowing how he should meet the Macedonians, 
since the king was displeased at his foregoing disobedience. He 
therefore ordained that the people should make supplications, 
and should join with him in offering sacrifices to God, whom he 
besought to protect that nation, and to deliver them from the 
perils that were coming upon them: Whereupon God warned 
him in a dream, which came upon him after he had offered sacri- 
fice, that '' he should take courage, and adorn the city, and open 
the gates; that the rest should appear in white garments, but 
that he and the priests should meet the king in the habits proper 
to their order, without the dread of any ill consequences, which 
the providence of God would prevent." Upon which, when he 
rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced, and declared to all the 
warning he had received from God. According to which dream 
he acted entirely, and so waited for the coming of the king. 

5. And when he understood that he was not far from the city, 
he went out in procession, with the priests and the multitude of 
the citizens. The procession was venerable^ and the manner of 
it different from that of other nations. It reached to a place 
called Sapha, which name, translated into Greek, signifies a pros-^ 
pect, for you have thence a prospect both of Jerusalem and of 
the temple ; and when the Phoenicians and the Chaldeans that 
followed him thought they should have liberty to plunder the 
city, and torment the high priest to death, which the king's dis- 
pleasure fairly promised them, the very reverse of it happened ; 
for Alexander, when he saw the multitude at a distance, in white 
garments, while the priests stood clothed with fine linen, and the 
high priest in purple and scarlet clothing, with his mitre on his 
head, having the golden plate whereon the name of God was 
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engraved, he approached by bimselfy and adored that oamey and 
firsi saluted the high prieat. The Jews al^o did altc^ethery with 
one voice, salute Alexander, and encompass him about: where- 
upon the kings of Syria and the rest were surprised at what 
Alexander had done, and supposed him disordered in his mind. 
However, Parmenio alone went up to him, and asked him, 
*^ How it came to pass, that when all others adored him, he 
should adore the high priest of the Jews?" To whom he re* 

Elied, ^' I did not adore him, but that God who hath honoured 
im with his high priesthood ; for I saw this very person in a 
dream, in this v^ry habit, when I was at Dios in Macedonia, 
who, when I was considering with myself how I might obtain 
the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly 
to pass over the sea thither, for tliat he would conduct my army, 
and would give me the dominion over the Persians; whence it 
is, that having seen no otbftr in that habit, and now seeing this 
person in it, and remembering that vision, and the exhortation 
which I had in my dream, I believe that I bring this army under 
the divine conduct, and shall therewith conquer Darius, and de- 
stroy the power of the Persians, and that all things will succeed 
according to what is in my own mind/' And when he had said 
this to Parmenio, and had given the high priest bis right hand, the 
priests ran along by him, and he came into the city : and when 
he went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice to God, accord* 
ing to the high priest's directions; aiid magnificently treated 
both the high priest and the priests. And when the book of 
Daniel was show^ him, wherein Daniel declared that one of the 
Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed 
that himself was the person intended: and as he was then glad, 
he dismiss the multitude for the present, but the next day he 
called them to him, and bid them ask what favours they pleased 
of him; whereupon the high priest desired that they might en- 
joy the laws of their for€ifat|]iers, and might pay no tribute on 
the seventh year. He granted all they desired. And when they 
entreated him that he would permit the Jews in Babylon and 
Media to enjoy their own laws also, he willingly promised to do 
hereafter what they desired. And when he said to the multitude, 
that if any of them would list themselves in his army, on this 
condition, that they should continue under the laws of their 
forefathers, and live according to them, he was willing to take 
them with him, m^ny wei« ready to accompany him in his wars. 
6. So when Alexander had thus settled matters at Jerusalem, 
he led his army into the neighbouring cities: and when all the 
inhabitants to whom he came received him with great kiqdness, 
the Samaritans, who had then Shechem for their metropolis (a 
city situate at mount Gerizzim, and inhabited by apostates of the 
Jewish nation), seeing that Alexander had so greatly honoured 
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the Jews, detei^iioed to profess themselves Jews, for such is the 
disposition of the Samaritans^ as we have already elsewhere de- 
clared, that when the Jews are in adversity they deny that they 
are of kin to them, and then they confess the truth ; but when 
'tliey perceive that some good fortune hath befallen them, they 
{mmadiately pretend to have communion with them, saying that 
they belong to them, and derive their genealogy from the poste- 
rity of Joseph, Epfaraim, and Manasseh. Accordingly they 
made their address to the king with splendour, and showed great 
alacrity in meeting him at a little distance from Jerusalem. And 
when Alexander had commended them, the Shechemites ap- 
proached to him, taking with them the troops that Sanballat 
had sent him, and they desired that he would come to their city, 
and do honour to their temple also. To whom he promised, 
that when he returned he would come to them. And when they 
petitioned that he would remit the tribute of the seventh year to 
them, because they did not sow thereon, he asked who were they 
that made such a petition, and when they s^ that they wer^ 
Hebrews, but had the names of Sidonian8,,jyiffing at Shechem; 
he asked them again, whether they were J#ivs, and when they 
said they were not Jews, ^' It was to the Jews (said he) that I 
granted that privilege; however, when I return, and am thoroughly 
informed by you of this auUter, I will do what I shall think 
proper.'' And in this manner he took leave of the Shechemites j 
but ordered that the troops of Sanballat should follow him into 
Egypt, because there he designed to give them lands, which he 
did a little after in Tbebas, when he ordered them to guard that 
country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the government was parted 
among his successors, but the temple upon mount Gerizzim 
remained. And if any one were accused by those of Jerusa- 
lem of having eaten things common, or of having broken tfa^ 
Sabbath, or of any other crime of the like nature, he fled away 
to the Shechemites, and said, that he was accused unjustly. 
About this time it was that Jaddua the high priest died ; and 
Oniaa his s(mi took the high priesthood. This was the state of 
the affairs of the people at Jerusalem at this time« 
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BOOK XIL 



CONTATNtNO THE INTERVAL OF A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS. 

iptom tj^e 9eat]^ of aieiatilm ti^e ffirtal to tj^e 9eat]^ of ^uHaii 
^acca(fti0* 



CHAP. I. 



How Ptolemy J the Son of Lagm, took Jerusalem and Judea hy 
Deceit ana Treachery, and carried many of the Jews thence, 
and planted them in Egypt. 

§ 1. NoMT vfhen Alexander, king of Macedon, had put an end to 
the dominion of the Persians, and had settled the affairs in Judea 
after the forementioned manner, he ended his life. And as his 
government fell among many, Antigonus obtained Asia, Seleu- 
cus Babylon; and of the other nations which \rere there, Lysi« 
michus governed the Hellespont, and Cassander possessed Ma- 
cedonia ; as did Ptolemy the son of Lagus seize upon Egypt* 
And while these princes ambitiously strove one against another, 
every one for his own principality, it came to pass that there 
were continual wars, and those lasting wars too ; and the cities 
were sufferers, and lost a great many of their inhabitants in thes^ 
times of distress, insomuch that all Syria, by the means of Ptole- 
my the son of Lagus, underwent the reverse of that denomina- 
tion of Saviour, which he then had. He also seized upon Jeru- 
salem, and for that end made use of deceit and treachery; for as 
he came into the city on a Sabbath day, as if he would offer 
sacrifice, he without any trouble gained the city, while the Jews 
did not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be their 
enemy; and he gained it thus, because they were free from sus- 
picion of him, and because on that day they were at rest and 
quietness ; and when he had gained it, he ruled over it in a cruel 
manner. Nay, Agatharchides of Cnidus, who wrote the acts of 
Alexander's successors, reproaches us with superstition, as if we, 
by it, had lost our liberty ; where he says thus : *^ There is a 
nation called the nation of the Jews, who inhabit a city strong 
and great, named Jerusalem. These men took no care, but let 
it come into the hand of Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms, 
and thereby they submitted to be under a hard master, by reason 
of their unseasonable superstition.'' This is what Agatharchides 
relates of our nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a great 
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ttiany captives, both from the mountainous parts of Judea^ and 
from the places about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the places 
tiear mount Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt***, and settled 
them there. And as he knew that the people of Jerusalem 
were most i[kithful in the observation of oaths and covenantsf, 
and this froti the answer they made to Alexander, when he sent 
an embassage to them, after he had beaten Darius in battle, so 
he distributed many of them into garrisons; and at Alexandria 
gave them^ equal privileges of citizens with the Macedonians 
themselves^ and required of them to take their oaths, that they 
would keep their iidelity to the posterity of those who com- 
mitted these places to their care. Nay, there were not a few 
other Je\is, who, of their own accord, went mto Egypt, as in- 
vited by tfie goodness of the soil, and by the liberality of Ptole- 
ify;-^ Hdwever there were disorders among their posterity, with 
elation i:o the Samaritans, on account of their resolution to 
preserve 'that conduct of life which was delivered to them by 
iheir forefathers, and they thereupon, contended one with an- 
3ther: vhile those of Jerusalem said, that their temple was 
holy, an* resolved to send their sacrifices thither; but the Sama- 
ritans wire resolved that they should be sent to mount Geriz- 
rim* 



CHAP. II. 

How I'Wemy jrhiladelpkus procured the Laws of the Jews to 
be translated into the Greek Tongue; and set many Captives 
free; ani dedicated many Gifts to God. 

S 1. When Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after him 
Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took the kingdom 
of Egypt, and held it forty years within one. He procured the 
law to be interpreted j: ; and set free those that were come from 

* The great number of these Jews and Samaritans that were formerly car- 
ried into £gypt by Alexander, and now by Ptolemy the son of Lagns, appear 
afterwards in the vlst multitude who, as we shall see presently, were soonrao^ 
somed'by Philadelphus, and by biai made free, before he sent for the seventy- 
two interpreters ; m the many garrisons, and other soldiers of that nation in 
Egypt; in the famt^s settlement of the Jews, and the number of their syna- 
g(^ues at Alexandria, long afterward ; and in the vehement contention between, 
the Jews and Samaritans under Philometer, about the place appointed for 
public worship in the law of Moses ; whether at the Jewish temple at Jerusa- 
lem, or at the Samaritan temple at Gerizzim : of all which our author treats 
hereafter. And as to jthe Samaritans.carried into Egypt under the same princes*. 
Scaliger supposes, that. those who have a great synagogue at Cairo, as also those 
whom the Arabic geographer spealcs of, as haying seized on an island in the 
Red Sea, are remains of them at this very day, as the notes here inform us. 

f Of the sacrednesB of oaths among the Jews in the Old Testament, see 
Scripture Politics, p. 54, 65. 

t Of the translation of the other parts of the Old Testament by seventy 
Egyptian Jews, in the teigns of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, and Philadelphus} 
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Jerusalem ipta EgypI, aod were in slavery tWoi who werie a 
hupdred and twenty thousand. The occasion was this : Deoie* 
trius Phaleriqs, who was library-keeper to the king, was. now 
endeavouring, if it were possible, to gather together all the book9 
that were in the habitable earth, and buying whataoever was any 
where valuable, or agreeable to the king's uiclinati^n (who was 
very earnestly set upon qoUecting of books) ; to wbick inclination 
pf his Demetrius was zealously subservient And when oncQ 
iPtolemy asked him, How naany ten thousand of books he bad 
collected ; he replied, That he had already about twenty times 
ten thousand, but that in a little tim^ be should have .fifty times 
ten thousand. But he said he had been informed, that there 
were many books of law among the Jews, worthy of inquiring 
after, and worthy of the lying's library, but which being written 
m characters and in a dialect of their own, wilt cause^o ^r'-^i 
pains in getting them translated into the Greek tongue u iliat thq 
^ character in which they are written seems to he like to tbaf 
which is the proper character of the Syrians, and that itt sound, 
when pronounced, is lik^ theirs also : and that this soind ap^ 
pears to be peculiar to themselves. Wherefore he s|id thai 
nothing hindered why th^y might not get those booll to bo 
translated also, for while nothing is wanting that is nices^ary 
for that purpose, we may have their books also in this libr'&iy. 
So the king thought that Demetrius ^'as very zealous to procure 
him abundance of books,. and that he suggested what was ex- 
ceeding proper for him to do; and therefore he wrcjte to th# 
Jewish high priest, that he should act accordingly. 

2. Now there was one Aristeus, who was amon^^ the king's 
most intimate friends, and on account of his modesty very ac- 
ceptable to him. This Aristeus resolved frequently, and that 
before now, to petition the king, that he would sft all the cap« 
tive Jews in his kingdom free ; and he thought difsa convenient 
opportimity for making that petition. So he diicoursed in the 
first place with the captains of the king's guards, Sosibius of Ta- 
rentum, and Andreas ; and persuaded them to assist him in what 
be was going to intercede with the king for. Accordingly Aris- 
teus embraced the same opinion with those that have been be- 
fore mentioned ; and went to the king, and made the foUowbg 
speech to him : ^< It is not fit for us, O king, to overiook things 
hastily, or to deceive ourselves, but to lay the truth open ; for 
^ince we have determined not only to get the laws of the Jews 
transcribed, but interpreted also for thy satisfaction, by what 
means can we do this, while so many of the Jews are now slaves 

as also die translation of Uie PenUtencb by ieTenty4w« Jerusalem Jews, in the 
seventh year of Philadelphus at Alexandria, as given as ;an accoqnt of by Aris- 
te^s^aad thence by PUlo and Josephas, with avindkatiopof Aristeoa't history, 
-rsee the Appendix to Ut» Acconp. of Proph. at lai^e, p. ll^-^-ldS. 
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in Ay kingdom? Do thou then wbat wiU ht agreenUe to thy 
magnanimitj, and to thy good nature : free them from the mi* 
serable condition they are in, because that God who aupportetk 
thy kii^dom was the author of their laws, as I have learned by 
particular inquiry ; for both these people^ and we also, worship 
the same God, the framer of aU things. We call him^ and that 
truly, by the name [of Ztiv«i, or life, or Jupiter], because he 
breathes life into all men. Wherefore do thou restore these mea 
to their own country, and this do to the honour of God, because 
these men pay a peculiarly excellent worship to him. And 
know this farther, that though I be not of kin to them by birth^ 
nor one of the same country with them^ yet do I desire these 
favours to be done ihem, since all men are the workmanship of 
God; and I am sensible that he is well pleased with those that 
da good. I do therefore put up this petition to thee,> to do 
good to them." 

3. When Aristeus was aaying thus, the king looked upon him 
widi a cheerful and ioyful countenance^ and said, ** How many 
ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as want to be 
made free i" To which Andreas replied^ as he stood by, and 
said, *^ A few more than ten tinaea ten diousand." The king 
made answer, '' And is this a small gift that thou askest, Aris* 
tens i^ But Sosibiua, and the rest that stood by, said. That ^^ he 
ought to offer such a thank-offering as was worthy of his great*- 
ness of soul, to that God who had given him bis kit^dom.'* 
With this answer he was much pleased ; and gave order, that 
when they paid the sokUers their wages, they should laydmvn 
[a* hundred aad] twenty drachmae for every one of the slaves. 
And he promised to publish a magnificent decree, abont what 
they required, whkh should confirm what Aristeus had pro* 
posed, and especially what God willed should be done ; where«- 
by he said, he would not only set those free who had been led 
away captive by his father and his army, but those who were in 
his kingdom before, and those also, if any such there were, who 
had been brought away since. Aiod when they said, that their 
redemption-moBey would amount to about four hundred talents^ . 

« Although Ihis nuopber eoe handred and tvirenty drathmiB [<>f Aiezaodria, 
or sixty Jewish shekels] be here three times repeated, and that in all Josephas'a 
copies, Greek and Latin, yet since all the copies of Arislens, whence Josepbus 
took hit relation, have tbi» sum sev^ndf times, and stiU as no more than twenty 
dmchoss^ or tea Jewish shekels i and since the sum of the talents, to be set 
down presently, which is little above four hundred and sixty, for somewhat more 
than one hundred thousand slaves, and is nearly the same in Josephus and Aris- 
teus, does better agree to twenty than to one hundred and twenty draehmae ; and 
since the value of a slave of old was, at the utmost, bat thirty shekels, or sixty 
drachmae, see Exod* xxi. S2, while in the present circumstances of the Jewii>h 
slaves, and those so very numerous, Pbiladelphus would rather redeem them at 
a cheaper than at a dearer rate, thefe is gr^at reason to prefer here Arittens't 
copies before Josepbns's, 

K 2 
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he granted it. A copy of which decree I have determined to 
preserve, that the magnanimity of this king may be made known. 
its contents were as follows : " Let all those who were soldiers 
under our father, and who, when they overran Syria and Phoe* . 
nicia, and laid waste Judea, took the Jews captives and made 
them slaves, and brought them into our cities, and into this 
country, and then sold them ; as also all those that were in my 
kingdom before them, and if there be any that have been lately 
brought thither, be made free by those that possess them ; and 
let them accept of [a hundred and] twenty drachmae for every . 
slave. And let the soldiers receive this redemption-money with 
their pay ; but the rest out of the king's treasury : for I suppose 
that they were made captives without our father's consent, and 
against equity : and that their country was harassed by the inso- 
lence of the soldiers, and that, by removing them into Egypt, 
the soldiers have made a great profit by them. Out of regard, 
therefore to justice, and out of pity to those that have been ty- 
rannized over, contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have such 
Jews in their service to set them at liberty^ upon the receipt of 
the before-mentioned sum: and that no one use any deceit 
about them, but obey what is here commanded. And I will 
that they give in their names within three days after the publica- 
tion of this edict, to such as are appointed to execute the same, 
-and to produce the slaves before them also, for I think it will 
be for the advantage of my affairs : and let every one that will 
inform against diose that do not obey this decree; and I will 
that their estates be confiscated into the king's treasury.'' When 
this decree was read to the king, it at first contained the rest 
that is here inserted, and omitted only those Jews that had for- 
merly been brought, and those brought afterwards, which had 
not been distinctly mentioned : so he added these clauses out of 
his humanity, and with great generosity. He also gave order, 
that the payment, which was likely to be done in a hurry, should 
be divided among the king's ministers, and among the officers of 
his treasury. When this was over, what the king had decreed 
was quickly brought to a conclusion ; and this in no more than 
' seven days time, the number of the talents paid for the captives 
being above four hundred and sixty, and this because their mas- 
ters required the [hundred and] twenty drachmas for the children 
alflo, the king having in effect commanded that these should be 
paid* for, when he said in his decree, that they should receive the 
forementioned sum for every slave. 

4. Now when this had been done after so magnificent a man- 
ner, according to the king's inclinations, he gave order to Deme* 
trius to give him in writing his sentiments concerning the trans, 
cribing of the Jewish books ; for no part of the administration 
is done rashly by these kings, but all things are managed with 
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great ctrcttitispectiim. On whicb account I have subjoined a 
Gopy of. these epistles^ and set down the multitude. of the vea* 
sels sent as gifts [to Jerusalem], and the construction of everj 
one, that the exactness of the artificer's workmanship, as it. ap- 
peared to those that saw them, and which workman made every 
vessel, may be made manifest, and this on account .of the exr 
celleacy of the vessels themselves. Now the copy of the epis- 
tle was to this purpose: *^ Demetrius to the great. king. Wfaeii 
thou, O 'king, gavest me a charge concerning the collection of 
books that were wanting to fill your library, and concerning the 
care that ought to be taken about such as are imperfect, I have 
used, the utmost diligence about those matters. And I let you 
know, that we want the books of the Jewish legislation, with 
some others; for they are written in the Hebrew characters, and 
being in the language of that nation, are to us unknown. It 
bath also happened to them, that they have been transcribed 
more carelessly than they ought to have been, because they have 
not had hitherto. royal care taken about them. Now it is neces- 
aary that thou shouldst have accurate copies of them. And iiu 
deed this legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and entirely 
blameless, as being the legislation of God ; for which cause it 
is, as Hecateus of Abdera says, that the poets and historiaas 
•make no mention of it, nor of those men who lead their lives 
according to it, since.it is a holy law, and ought not to be pul^ 
iisbed by profane mouths. If then it please thee, O king, thou 
<mayest write to the high priest, of the Jews, to send; six of the 
elders out of every tribe, and those, such as are most skilful in 
the laws, that by their means w.e may learn the dear and agree- 
ing sense of these books ; and may obtain an accurate interpre- 
tation of their contents, and so may have such a collection of 
{these as may be suitable to thy desire." 

5. When this epbtle was sent to the king, he commanded that 
.an epistle should be drawn up for Eleazar, the Jewish high 
priest, concerning these matters; and that they should inform 
^im of the release of the Jews that had been in slavery among 
them. He also sent fifty talents of gold for the making of 
large basons^ and vials, and cups, and an immense quantity of 
.precious stones. He also gave order to those who had the cus* 
tody of the chests that contamed these stones, to give the arti- 
ficers leave to choose out what sorts of them diey pleased. He 
.withal appointed, that a hundred talents in. money should be 
sent to the temple for sacrifices, and for other uses. Now I will 
^ive you a description of these vessels, and the manner of their 
construction, but not till after I have set down a copy of the 
enistle which was written to Eleazar the high priest, who hsd 
obtained that dignity on the occasion following: When^Onias 
.the high priest was dead,. his son Simon became his succe$sor« 
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He was called ^mon the Jttst^j because <df both hU piety tdw 
wards God, and his kind disposition to those of his own natiw* 
When be was dead, and had left a young son^ who was called 
Onias^ Simon's brother Eleazar, of whom we are speakings took 
liie high priesthood ; and be it was to whom Ptolemy wrote^ 
and that in the manner following : ^^ King Ptolemy to Eleazar 
the high priest^ sendeth greeting : There were many Jews who 
now dwell in my kingdom^ whom the Persians, when they we*e 
in power, carried captives. These were honoured by my father; 
some of whom he placed in the army, end gave them greater 
pay than ordinary ; to others of them, when they came with bim 
into Egypt, he committed his garrisons, and the guarding of 
diem, that they might be a terror to the Egyptians, j^nd when 
I bad taken the government, I treated all men with humanity, 
and especially those that are thy fellow^itizens, of whom I have 
set free above a hundred thousand that were slaves, and paid 
the price of their redemption to their masters out of my own 
revenues ; and those that are of a fit age I have admitted into 
the number of my soldiers. And for such as are capable of 
being faithful to me, and proper for my court, I have put them 
an such a post, as thinking this [kindness done to them] to be a 
trery great and an acceptable gift, which I devote to God fot bis 
providence over me. And as I am desirous to do what will be 
grateful to these, and to all the other Jews in the habitable 
earth, I have determined to procure an interpretation of your 
law, and to have it translated out of Hebrew into Greek, and to 
be deposited in my library. Thou wilt therefore do well to 
choose out and send to me men of a good character, who are 
now elders in age, end six in number out of every tribe. These, 
by their age, must be skilful in the laws, and of abilities to make 
an accurate interpretation of them ; and when this shall be 
finished, I shall think that I have done a work glorious to my* 
self. And I have sent to thee Andreas, the captain of my guard, 
and Aristeus, men whom I have in very great esteem ; by whom 
Z have sent those first fruits which I have dedicated to the tem- 
ple, and to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value of a 
hundred talents. And if thou wilt send to us to let us kocfw 
what thou wouldest have farther, thou wilt do a thing accepta* 
ble to me.'' 

6. When this epistle of the king^s was brought to Eleazar, 
he wrote an answer to it with all the respect possible : ^' Etlea- 
zar the high priest to king Ptolemy, sendeth greeting : If thou 
and thy queen Arsinoef? and thy children be well, we are en*^ 

• We have a very great encomlam of this Simon the Just, the son of Onias T. 
In the fiftieth chapter of EcclesiasticiiB, throagh the whote chapter. Nor is it 
iinproper to consult that chapter itself upon this occasion* 

-f When we have here and presently mention made of Philadelphos's Queen 
and sister Arsinoe, we are to remember, with Spanheim, that Arsiooe was both 
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tirely aatisfiecl Wben we received thy epbtle, we greatly re- 
joiced at thy intentiotii ; and when the multitude were gathered 
together, we read it to theiU, and thereby made them sensible of 
the piety thou hast towards God. We also showed them the 
twenty vials of gold, and thirty of silver, and the five large ba- 
^n$, and the table for the shew-bread, as also the hundred ta« 
lents for the sacrifices, and for the making 'what shall be needful 
at the temple. Which things Andreas and Aristeus, those most 
honoured friends of thine, have brought us ; and truly they are 
persons of An excellent character, and of great learning, and 
worthy of thv virtue. Know then that we will gratify thee in 
what is for tny advantage, though we do what we used not to 
do before; for tve ought to make a return for the numerous 
acts of kindness which thou hast done to our countrymen. We 
immediately, therefore, offered sacrifices for thee and thy sister, 
with thy children and friends ; and the multitude made prayers, 
that thy affairs may be to thy mind, and that thy kingdom may 
be preserved in peace, and that the translation of our law may 
come to the conclusion thou desirest, and be for thy advantage. 
We have also chosen six elders out of every tribe, whom we 
have sent, and the law with them. It will be thy part, out of 
thy piety and justice, to send back the law, when it hath been 
translated, and to return those to us that bring it in safety; 
Farewell." 

7« This w&» the reply which the high priest made. But it 
does not seem to me to be necessary to set down the names of 
the seventy [two] elders who were sent by Eleazar, and Carried 
the law, which yet were subjoined at the end of the epistle^ 
However, I thought it not improper to give an account of those 
i^ry valuable and artificially contrived vessels which the king 
sent to God, that all may see how great a regard the king had 
for God ; for the king allowed a vast deal of expenses for these 
vessels, and came often to the workmen, and viewed their works, 
and sufiisred nothing of carelessness or negligence to be any da<^ 
mage to their operations. And I will relate how rich they were 
as well as I am able, although perhaps the nature of this history 
may not require such a description, but I ima^ne I shall thereby 
recommend the elegant taste and magnanimity of this king td 
those that read this history. 

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the tables It 
was indeed in the king's mind to make this table vastly lat^e in 
its dimensions ; but then he gave order that they should leant 
what was the magnitude of the table which was already at Jeru-^ 

hU sister and Ui wife, ecoordibg to the old enstoai of Penis, aad of Egypt at 
this very time i nay, of the Assyrians long afterwiLrd. See Aotiq. B. zz. ch« ii. 
sect. 1, whence we have, upon the coins of Philadelphns, this iKnown inscription. 
tkg 4MHe tfroihdt andtisttr. 
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saleni, and how large it was, and whether there was a possibility 
of making one lai^er than it. And when he was informed how 
large that was which was already there, and that nothing hin- 
dered but a larger might be made, he said^ that *^ he was willing 
to have one made th|it should be five times as large as the pre- 
sent table^ but his fear was, that it might be then useless in their 
sacred ministrations, by its too great largeness; for he desired 
that the gifts he presented them should not only be there for 
show, but should be useful also in their sacred ministrations." 
According to which reasoning, that the former table was made 
of so moderate a size for use, and not for want of gold, he re^ 
solved that he would not exceed the former table in largeness, 
but would make it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its 
niaterials. ' And as he was sagacious in observing the. nature of 
all things, and in having a just notion of what was new and sur-i 
prising, and where there were no sculptures he would invent 
such as were proper, by his own skill, and would show them to 
the workmen, he commanded that such sculptures should now 
be made, and that those which were delineated should be most 
accurately formed, by a constant regard to their delineation. 

9* When, therefore, the workmen had undertaken to make the 
table, they framed it in length two cubits [and a half], in breadth 
one cubit, and in height one cubit and a half; and the entire 
structure of the work was of gold. They withal made a crown 
of a hand-breadth round it, with wave-work wreathed about it, 
and with ah engraving imitating a cord, and was admirably 
turned on its three parts ; for as they were of a triangular figure, 
every angle had the same disposition of its sculptures, that when 
you turned them about, the very same form of them was turned 
about without any variation. Now that part of the crdwn work 
that was enclosed under the table had its sculptures very beau- 
tiful, but that part which went round on the outside was more 
elaborately adorned with most beautiful ornaments, because it 
was exposed to sight, and to the view of the spectators ; for 
which reason it was that both those sides which were extant 
above the rest were acute, and none of the angles, which we be- 
fore told you were three, appeared less than an another, wh^i 
the table was turned about. Now into the cord work thus 
turned were precious stones inserted, in rows parallel one to the 
other, enclosed in golden buttons, which had ouches in them ; 
but the parts which were on the side of the crown, and were ex* 
posed to the sight, were adorned with a row of oval figures, 
obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of precious stones, 
which imitated rods laid close, and encompassed the table round 
about. But under these oval figures, thus engraven, the work- 
men had put a crown all round it, where the nature of all sorts 
of fruits was represented, insomuch that the bimches of grapes 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. It. ' ANTlQUtTlES OF tHE JEWS. 1S7 

bung up. And when tbey had made the stones to represent all 
the kinds of fruit before«mentioned^ and that each in its proper 
colour, diey made them fast with gold round the whole table. 
The like disposition of the oval figures, and of the engraved 
rods, was framed under the crown, that the table might on each 
side show the same appearance of variety and elegancy of its or^ 
naments, so that neither the position of the wave work nor of the 
crown might be different, although the table were turned on the 
other side, but that the prospect of the same artificial contri*^ 
vances might be extended as far as the feet ; for there was made 
a plate of gold four fingers broad, through the entire breadth of 
the table, into which they inserted the feet, and then fastened 
them to the table by buttons and buttonholes, at the place 
where the crown was situate, that so, on what side soever of the 
table one should stand, it might exhibit the very same view of 
the exquisite workmanship, and of the vast expenses bestowed 
upon it; but upon the table itself they engraved a meander, in«- 
serting into it very valuable stones in the middle, like stars, of 
various colours, the carbuncle and the emerald, each of which 
sent out agreeable rays of light to the spectators, with such 
stones of other sorts also as were most curious, and best es- 
teemed, as being most precious in their kind. Hard by this 
meander a texture of network ran round it, the middle of which 
appeared like a rhombus, into which were inserted rock crystal 
and amber, which, by the great resemblance of the appearance 
they made, gave wonderful delight to those that saw them. The 
chapiters of the feet imitated the first budding of lilies, while 
their leaves were bent, and laid under the table, but so that the 
chives were seen standing upright within them. Their bases 
were made of a carbuncle ; and the place at the bottom, which 
rested on that carbuncle, was one palm deep, and eight fingers 
in breadth. Now they had engraven upon it with a very fine 
tool; and with a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy, and tendrils 
of me vine, sending forth clusters of grapes, that you would 
guess they were nowise different from real tendrils; for they 
were so very thin, and so far extended at their extremities, that 
they were moved with the wind, and made one believe that they 
w^e the product of nature, and not the representation of art. 
They also made the entire workmanship of die table appear to 
be threefold, while the Joints of the several parts were so united 
together as to be invisible, and the places where they joined 
could not be dbtinguished. Now the thickness of the table was 
not less than half a cubit. So that this gift, by the king's great 
generosity, by the great value of the materials, and the variety of 
its exquisite structure, and the artificer's skill in imitating nature 
with graving tools, was at length brought to perfection, while 
the king was very desirous that though in largeness it were not 
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to be ^tfibrent from diat ^ich ivas mlready dedicated to 6od^ 
yet that in exquisite if orkmatishipy and the novelty of the con^* 
trivaticeB^ and the spbddour of its constructioo^ it dkould for 
exceed it, and be more illustrious than that was. 

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were two^ whose sculps 
iure was of scale work, from its basis to its belt^ike circle^ with 
various Aorts of stones iochased in the spiral circles. Next to 
which there was upon it a meander of a cubit in height; it was 
composed of stones of all sorts of colours. And next to this 
was the rod work engraven; and next to that wat a rhombus in 
a texture of net woric, drawn oat to the brim of the bason, while 
small sh^Us, made of stones, beautiful in their kind, and of 
four fingers' depth, filled up the middle parts. About the top 
of the Iwson were wreadied the leaves of lilies, and of the con* 
volvulus, and the tendrils of vines, in a circnlar manner. And 
this was the construction of the two cisterns of gold, each con^ 
taining two firkins. But those which were of silver were much 
more bright and splendid than looking-glasses, and you might 
in them see the images that fell upon them more plainly tlian 
in the other. The king also ordered thirty vials ; diose of which 
the parts that were of ^Id, and filled up with preciooe stones, 
were Shadowed over with the leaves of ivy and of vines, artifi^ 
'Citily engraven. And these were the vessels that Were after an 
extraordinary manner brought to this perfection, partly by the 
skill of the workmen, who were admirable in such fine work, 
but much more by the diligence and generosity of the king, who 
not only supplied the artificers abundantly, and with great gene*- 
rosity, with what they wanted, but he forbade public audiences 
for dbe time, and came and 6tood by the workmen, and saw the 
whole operation. And this was the cause why the workmen 
were so accurate in their performances, because they had regard 
to the king, and to his great concern about the vessels^ and so 
the more indefaBgably kept close to the work. 

11. And these were what gifts were sent by Ptolemy to Je^ 
rusalem, and dedicated to God there. But when Eleazar the 
high priest had devoted them to God, and had paid due reapect 
to those that brought them, and had given them pre§ents to be 
carried to the king, he dismissed them. And when they were 
come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that tliey were come, 
and that the seventy elders were come also, he presently sent for 
Andreas and Aristeus, hi$ ambassadors, who came to him, atid 
deliv^ed him the epistle which they brought him from the h^h 
priest, and made answer to all the questions he put to diem by 
word of mouth. He then made haste to meet the elders that 
came from Jerusalem for the interpretation of the laws ; and he 
gave command that every body, who came on occasions, should 
be sent away, which was a thing surprising, and what he did 
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not use to do ,- for ihose (hat were drawn thither upon such oc^ 
cesioiis iMed to come to him on the fifth day, but ambasMdorl 
at the mottth^s end. Bat when he had sent those awajr, he 
waited for these diat were aei^ by Eleazar: but as die old men 
came in with ihe pnesents whieh (be high priest had given them 
to bring to the king, and with the membranes, upon which thejr 
had their laws written ia * golden letters^ he put questions to them 
eonoeming those books ; and when they had taken off the coTeie 
wherein they were wrapt up^ they showed him the membranea. 
Bo tbe king etood adtnirtng the thinness of those membranes, 
and the exactness of the junctures, which could not be perceived 
(so exactly were tbejr connected one wkh another) ; end this he 
did for a considerable time; He then said, that he vetumei 
them thanks for coming to him, and still greater thanks to him 
that sent them ; and, above all, to that God whose laws they 
appeared to be. Then did riie eiders, and those that were pre- 
sent with them, cry out with one voice, and wished all happiness 
to the king. Upon which he fell into tears, by the violence of 
die pleasure he had, it being natural to men to afford the same 
indications in great joy that they do under sorrows. And when 
he had bid them deliver the books to those that wers appointed 
to receive them, he saluted the men, and said, that it was but 
just to discourse, in the first place, of the errand they were sent 
about, and then to address himself to themselves* He promised, 
however, that he would make this day on which they came to 
him remarkable and eminent ev«ry year through the whole course 
of his fife; for their coming to him, and die victory which he 
gained over Antigonus by sea, proved to be on the very same 
day. He also gave orders that they should sup with him ; and 
igBtse it in charge that they should have excellent lodgings pro- 
vided for them m the npper part of the city. 

1£. Now he that was appointed to take care of the reception 
of strangers, Nacanor by name, called for Dorotheas, whose 
duty it was to make provision for them, and bid him prepare 
for every one of diem what riiould be requisite for their diet and 
way of living: Which thing was ordered by the king after this 
manner.— '•He took care that those that belonged to every city, 
which did not use the same way of living, that all things should 
be prepared for them according to the custom of those that 
came to him, that, being feasted according to the usual method 
of their own way of living, they might be the better pleased, and 
might not be uneasy at any thing done to them, from which they 
were naturally averse. And this was now done in the case of 
these men by Dorodieus, who was put into this oJBSce because 

, * The Talmudists 8ay> that it is not lawful to write the law in letters of gold 
contrary to this certain and very ancient example. See Hudson's and Reland^ 
notes here* 
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of his great skill in such matters belonging to commoB life: for 
be took care of all such matters as concerned the reception .of 
strangers, and appointed them double seats for them to 9it on, 
according as the king had commanded him to do : for he had 
commanded that half of their seats should be set at his hand, 
and the other half behind his table, and took care that no respect 
should be omitted that could be shown them. And when they 
were thus set down, be bid Dorotheus to minister to all those 
that were come to him from Judea after the manner they used 
to be ministered to : for which cause he sent away their sacred 
heraldsi and those that slew the sacrifices, and the rest that 
used to say grace ; but called to one of those that were come to 
him, whose name was Eleazar, who was a priest, and desired 
biro to say grace*', who then stood in the midst of them, and 
prayed, — ^' That all prosperity might attend the king) and those 
that were his subjects." Upon which an acclamation was made 
by the whole company with joy and a great noise ; and when 
that was over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the enjoy- 
ment of what was set before them. And at a little interval af- 
terward, when the king thought a sufficient time had been inter- 
posed, he began to talk philosophically to them, and he asked 
every one of them a philosophical question f^ and such a. one 
as might give light in those inquiries: and when they had ex- 
plained, all the problems that had been proposed by the king, 
about every point, he was well pleased with their answers. This 
took up the twelve days in which they were treated : and he 
that pleases may learn the, particular questions in that book of 
Aristeus's, which he wrote on this very occasion. 

13. And while not the king only, but the philosopher Meat- 
demus also, admired them, and said, that ^^ all things were go- 
verned by providence ; and that it was probable that thence it 
was that such force or beauty was discovered in these men's 
words,'' they then left off asking. any more such questions. But 
the king said, that he had gained very great advantages by their 
coming ; for that he had received this profit from them, that. he 
had learned how he ought to rule his subjects. And be gave 
order^ that they should have every one three talents givetn them; 
and that those that were to conduct them to their loc^ng should 

•^ This is the most ancient example I have met with, of a grace, or short 
prayer, or tbanksg iving, before meat ; which, as it used to be said by a heathea 
priest, was now said by Eleazar, a Jewish priest, who was ooe of these seveoty- 
two interpreters. The next example I have met with is that of the Essence, .of 
the War, B. ii. cb. viii. sect. 6, both before and after it ; those of our Saviour 
before it, Mark, viii. 6 $ John, vi. 1 1, 23, and St. Paul, Acts, xxvii.S5; and a form 
of such a grace or prayer for Christians, at the end of the fifth boolc of the 
Apostolical Constitutions, which seems to have been intended for both times, both 
before and after meat. 

+ They were rather political questions and answers, tending to the good. and 
religious government of manlLind. 
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do it. Accordingly, when three days were over^ Demetrius took 
them, and went over the causeway seven furlongs long; it was 
a bank in the sea to an island. And when they had gone over 
the bridge, he proceeded to the northern parts, and showed them 
where they should meet, which was in a house that was built 
near the shore, and was a quiet place, and fit for their discours- 
ing together about their work. When be had brought them 
thither, he ei^tre^ted them (now they had all things about them 
which they wanted for the interpretation of their law), that they 
would suffer nothing to interrupt them in their work. Accord* 
ingly, they made an accurate interpretation, with great zeal and 
great pains ; and this they continued to do till the ninth hour of 
the day ; after which time they relaxed and took care of their 
body, while their food was provided for them in great plenty ;. 
'besides, Dorotheus, at the king's command, brought them a 
great deal of what was provided for the king himself. But in 
the morning, they came to the court and saluted Ptolemy, and 
then went away to their former place, where, when they had 
washed their hands, and purified themselves*, diey betook them^ 
selves to the interpretation of the laws. Now when the law was 
transcribed, and the labour of interpretation was over, which 
came to its conclusion in seventy-two days, Demetrius gathered 
all the Jews together to the place where the laws were trans- 
lated, and where the interpreters were, and read them over. Thc^ 
multitude did also approve of those eiders that were the inter^ 
preters of the law. They withal commended Demetrius for his 
proposal, as the inventor of what Was greatly for their happiness ; 
and they desired, that he would give leave to their rulers also 
to read the law. Moreover, they all, both the priest, and the 
ancientest of the eiders, and the principal men of their common- 
wealth, made it their request, that since the interpretation was 
happily finished, it might continue in the state it now was, and 
might not be altered. And when they all commended that de- 
termination of theirs, they enjoined, that if any one observed 
either any thing superfluous, or any thing omitted, that he would 
take a view of it again> and have it laid before them, and cor- 
rected ; which was a wise action of theirs, that when the thing 
was judged to have been well done, it might continue for ever. 
14. So the king rejoiced when he saw that his design of this 
nature was brought to perfection, to so great advantage: and he 
was chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to him ; and 
was astonished at the deep meaning and wisdom of the legisla- 

• This parificatioD of the interpreters, by washing in the sea, before they 
prayed to God, every morning, and before they set about translating, may be 
compared with the like practice of Peter the apostle, in the recognitions of 
Clement, B. iv. ch. iii. and B. v. ch. xzxvi. and with the places of the Proseu- 
chae, or of prayer, which were sometimes built near the sea or rivers also. Of 
which matter, see Antiq. B. xiv. ch. z. sect. 23, and Acts, xvi. 13, l^ 
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tor. And he beg»n to discouTBe wkh DemetriiM, '' How it came 
to pass^ that when this legislation was so wonderful^ no one, 
either of the poets or of the historians, had made mention of it.** 
Demetrius made aiiswer^ that ^' no one durst be so bold as to 
touch upon the description of these laws, because they were 
divine and venerable ; and because some that had attempted it 
were afflicted bjr God." He also- told him, that '< Theopompus 
was desirous of -writing somewhat about them,* biit was there* 
upon disturbed in his mind for above thirty dkys time ; and upon 
some intermission of his distemper, he appeased God [bj (N^ayerl 
as suspecting that his madness proceeded ^om that cause. 
Nay, indeed, he farther saw a dream, that his cbstemper befell 
him while he indulged too great a curiosity about divine matters, 
and was desirous c^ publishing them among common men ;- but 
when he left off that attempt, he recovered his understanding 
again. Moreover, he informed hinv of Theodectes, the tragic 
poet, concerning whom it was reported, that when in a certain 
dramatic representation he was desirous to make mention of 
things that were contained in the sacred books, he was afflicted 
with a darkness in his eyes ; and that upon his being conscious 
of the occasion of his distemper, and appeasing God [by prayer] 
be was freed from that affliction. 

15. And when the king had received these books from De- 
metrius, as we have said already, he adored them: and gave 
order that great care should be taken of them, that they might 
remain unccM'rupted, He also desired that the interjH'eters 
would come often to him out of Judea, and that both on account 
of the respects that he virould pay them, and on account of the 
presents he would make them : for he said, — ** It was now but 
just to send them away, although if, of their own accord, they 
would come to him hereafter, they should obtain all that their 
own wisdom might justly require, and what his generosity was 
able to give them." So he then sent them away, and gave to 
every one of them three garments of the best sort, and two ta* 
lents of gold, and a cup of the value of one talent, and the fur« 
niture of the room wherein they were feasted. And these were 
die things he presented to them. But by them he sent to £lea« 
zar the high priest ten beds, with feet of silver, and the furniture 
to them belon^ng, and a cup of the value of thirty talents ; and 
besides these, ten garments, and purple, and a very beautiful 
crown^ and a hundred pieces of the finest woven linen ; as also 
vials and dishes, and vessels for pouring, and two golden cis* 
tems^ to be dedicated to God. He also desired him, by an epis- 
tle, that he would give these interpreters leave, if any of them 
were desirous ol coming to him, because he highly valued a con- 
versaUon with men of such learning, and should be very willing 
to lay out his wealth upon such men. And this was what came 
to the Jews, and was much to their glory and honour, from 
Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
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CHAP. III. 

How the Kings of Asia ionoured the Nathn ^ the Jews^ aad 
made them Citizens of those Cities which they buik* 

§ 1. The Jews also obtained honours from the kings of Asia, 
when they became their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicator made 
them citizens in those cities which he built in Asia, and in the 
Lower Syria, and iii the metropolis itself, Antioch ; and gave them 
privileges equal to those of the Macedonians and Greeks, who 
were the inhabitants, insomuch that these privileges continue to 
this very day: an argument for which you have in this^ that 
whereas the Jews dp not make use of oil* prepared by foreigiiers^ 
they receive a certain sum of money from the proper officers 
belonging to their exercises as the value would nave deprived 
them of; in the last war, Mucianus, who was then president of 
Sj^ria, preserved it to them. And when the people of Alexan- 
dria and of Antioch did after that, at the time that Vespasian 
and Titus his son governed the habitable earth, pray that these 
privileges of citizens might be taken away, they did not obtain 
their request. In which behaviour any one may discern the 
equity + and generosity of the Romans, especially of Vespasian 
and Titus, who although they had been at a great deal of pains 
in the war against the Jews, and were exasperated against them, 
because they did not deliver up their weapons to them, but con* 
titiued the war to the very last, yet did not they take away any 
of their forementioned privileges belonging to them as citizens, 
but restrained their anger; and overcame the prayers of the 
Alexandrians and Antiochians, who were a very powerful peo- 
ple, insomuch that they did not yield to them, neither out of 
their favour to these people, nor out of their old grudge at those 
whose wicked opposition they had subdued in the war: nor 
would they alter any of the ancient favours granted to the Jews, 
but said, that those who had borne arms against them, and 
fought them, had suffered punishment already, and that it was 

* * The use of oil was much greater, aad the donattvei of it much more yalu* 
able i» Jodea and the neighbouriag eovntriefi than it. is ameogtt u& It waa 
lUso ID the days of Jasephos thought unlawful for Jew« to make uie of any oil 
that was prepared by heathens, perhaps on account of some superstitions inter* 
mixed with its preparation by those heathens. When therefore the heathen9 
were to make tosm a donative of oil, tbey paid them money instead of it. See 
Of the War,b. ii. ch, xtu sect. 9; the Ufe of JoeephOs, sect, 13$ and Hudson's, 
note on the place before us. 

f This, and the like great and just characters of the justiee and equity and 
generosity of the old Romans, botii to the Jews aad other conquered natioos, 
aifords us a very good reason why Almighty God^ upon the rejection of the Jews 
for their wickedness, chose them for his people^ and first established Christianity 
in that empire. Of which matter see Josephus here, sect. 2; as also Antiq. b. 
xiv* dk z. sect* SI, tiS } bu xvi. ch. ii. sect 4. 
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not just to deprive those that bad not offended of the privileges 
diey enjoyed. 

£. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was of the like dispo- 
sition towards the Jews : for when the people of Ionia were 
very angry at them^ and besought Agrippa, that they, and they 
only, might have those privileges of citizens which Anttochus^ 
the grandson of Seleucus (who by the Greeks was called the 
God), had bestowed on them; and desired, that if the Jews 
were to be joint partakers with them, they might be obliged to 
worship the gods they themselves worshiped : but when these 
matters were brought to the trial, the Jews prevailed, and ob- 
tained leave to make use of their own customs, and this under 
the patronage of Nicolaus of Damascus ; for Agrippa gave sen- 
tence, that he could not innovate. And if any one hath a mind 
to know this matter accurately, let him peruse the hundred and 
twenty-third and hundred and twenty-fourth book of the history 
of this Nicolaus. Now^ as to this determination of Agrippa, it 
is not so much to be admired, for at that time our nation had 
not made war against the Romans. But one may well be asto- 
nished at the generosity of Vespasian and Titus, that after so 
great *wars and contests which they had from us, they should 
use such moderation. But I will now return to that part of my 
history whence 1 made the present digression. 

S. Now it happened that, m the reign of Antiochus the Great^ 
who ruled over all Asia, the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of 
Celesyria, suffered greatly, and their land was sorely harassed ; 
for while he was at war with Ptolemy Philopater, and with his 
son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell out that these nations 
were equally sufferers, both when he .was beaten and when he 
beat the others : so that they were very like to a ship in a storm, 
which is tossed by the waves on both sides; and just thus were 
they in their situation in the middle, between Antiochus's pros- 
perity and its change to adversity. But at length, when Antio- 
chus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized upon Judea; and when 
Philopater was dead, his son sent out a great army under Scopas^. 
the general of his forces, against the inhabitants of Celesyria, 
who took many of their cities, and in particular our nation, 
which, when he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet was it 
not long afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a bat- 
tle fought at the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a great part 
of his army. But afterward, when Antiochtis subdued those 
cities of Celesyria which Scopas had gotten into his possession, 
and Samaria with them, the Jews, of their own accord, went 
over to him, and received him into the city [Jerusalem], and 
gave plentiful provision to all his army, and to his elephants, 
and readily assisted him when he besieged the garrison which 
was in the citadel of Jerusalem. Wherefore Antiochus^ thought 



Digitized by 



Google 



CU III. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS*. 145 

it but juat to requite the Jews* diligence aad zeal in biseemca:: 
8o he wrote to the generals of his armies, and to bis friends, and 
gave testimony to the gotid behaTiotir of the Jews towards him, 
and informed tbem what reward he had resolved to bestow on 
them for that their behaviour. I. will set down presently the 
epistles themselves, which he wrote to the generals concerning 
them, but will first produce the testimony of Polybius of Mega« 
lopolis; for thus does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his 
history : ^' Now Scopas, the general of Ptolemy's army, went 
ia haste to the superior parts of the country, and in the winter 
time overthrew the nation of the Jews. He also saith in the 
same book, that when Scopas was conquered by Antiochusy 
Antiochus received Batanea and Samaria, and Ablla and Ga- 
dara; and that, a while afterwards, there came in to him those 
Jews that inhabited near that. temple which was called Jeru-- 
salem; concerning which, although I have more to say, and 
particularly concerning the presence of God about that temple, 
yet do I put off that history till another opportunity." This it 
is which Polybius relates. But we will return to the series of 
the history, when we have first produced the epistles of king 
Antiochus : 

" King Antiochus to Ptolemy, sendeth greeting: 

" Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on their country de-» 
monstrated their friendship towards us, and when we came to 
their city [Jerusalem], received us in a splendid manner, and 
came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance of pre* 
visions to our soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined with us 
in ejecthig the garrison of the Egyptians that were in the cita-» 
del, we have thought fit to reward them, and to retrieve the 
condition of their city, which hath been greatly depopulated by 
such accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, and to bring those 
that have been scattered abroad back to the city. . And^ in the 
first place, we have determined, on account of their piety to. 
wards God, to. bestow on them, as a pension, for their sacrifices 
of animals that are fit for sacrifice, for wine and oil, and frahk- 
incense, the value of twenty thousand pieces of silver, and [six] 
sacred artabrae of fine flour, with one thousand four hundred 
and sixty medimni of wheat, and three hundred and seventy^five 
medimni of salt. And these payments I would have fully paid 
them, as 1 have sent orders to you. 1 would also have the work 
about the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if there be any 
thing else that ought to be rebuilt. And for the materials of 
wocd, let it be brought them out of Judea itself, and out of the 
other countcJes, and out of Libanus, tax free; and the same I 
would have observed as to those other materials which will be 
necessary, in order to render the temple more glorious. And 

VOL. II, L 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 ANTIQI^ITISI OF fBE J1W8* B. XIU 

let lAI of that natioD live accoidiiig to die hmB of tbeir owtt 
eountry : and let the senate and the priests^ and tile saribes of 
the temple^ and the sacred siDgers, be dkdiarged from poU^ 
sieney and the erown tax, and crther taxes also. And thai the 
city may the sooner recover its inhabitants, I grant a discharge) 
from taxes for three years to its present inhabitants^ and to such 
as shall come to it, until the month Hyperberetus. We also 
discharge them for the future from a third part of their taxes, 
that the losses they have sustamed may be repaired. And all 
those citizens that have been carried away, and are bec<nne 
slavey we grant them and their children their freedom, and give 
order that their substance be restored to them/' 

4. And these were the contents of this epistle. He also pub* 
Ushed a decree through all his kingdom, in honour of the temple^ 
which contained what follows : ^' It shall be lawful for no 
foreigner to come within the limits of the temple round about^ 
which thing is forbidden also to the Jews, unless to those who, 
according to their own custcmi, have purified themselves. Nor 
let any flesh of horses, or of mules, or of asses, be brought into 
the city, whether they be wild or tame ; nor that of leopards, or 
foxes, or hares ; and, in general^ that of any animal which is for- 
bidden for the Jews to eat. Nor let their skins be brought into 
it; nor let any such animal be bred up in the city. Let them 
only be permitted to use the sacrifices derived from their fore- 
fathers, with which they have been obliged to make acceptable 
atonements to God. And he that tran^resseth any of these 
orders, let him pay to die priest three thousand drachmse of sit* 
ver.'' Moreover, this Antiochus bare testimony to our piety 
and fidelity, in an epbtle of his, written when he was informed 
of a sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at which time he was in die 
superior provinces, wh^ein he commanded Zeuxis, the general 
of his forces, and bis most intimate friend, to send some of our . 
nation out of Babylon into Phrygia. The epistle was thi^ : 

'^ King Antiochus to Zeuxis his Father, sendeth greeting: 
** If you are in health, it b welL I also am in health. Hav^ 
ing been informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia and Phrygia, 
I thought that matter required great care : smd upon advising 
with my friends what veas fit to be done, it hath been thought 
proper to remove two thousmid families of Jews, with dieir ef«- 
fects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylon, unto the casdes and 
places that lie most convenient ; for I am persuaded that they 
will be well disposed guardians of our possessions, because of 
their piety towards God, and because I know that my predeces- 
sors have borne witness to them, that they are faithful, and, with 
alacrity, do what they are desired to do. I will, therefore, 
though it be a laborious work, that thou remove these Jews, 
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under a piroinise that they riiall be permitted to use their owa 
laws. And whea thou s^alt have brought them to the places 
forementionedy thou ahalt give every one of their families a place 
for building their houses, and a portion of Umd for their hus- 
bandry, and for the plantation of their vines ; and thou shalt 
discharge them from paying taxes of the fruits of the earth for 
ten years ; and let tkysm have a proper quantity of wheat for the 
maintenance of their servants, until they receive bread corn out of 
the earth ; also let a suffideat share be given to such as minister 
to them in the necessaries of life, that, by enjoying the effects of 
our humanity, they may show themselves the more willing and 
ready about our affairs. Take care likewise of that aatioi^ as 
far as thou art able, that they may not have any disturbance 
given them by any one/' Now lliese testimonials which I im^e 
produced are sufficient to declare the friendship that Antiochus 
the Great bare to the Jews. 



CHAP. IV. 

How Antiochus made a League mith Ptolemy; and how Onias 
provoked Ptolemy Etiergetes to Anger; and how Joseph 
brought aU T/iings right asain, and entered into Friendship 
with him; and what other Yhjngs were done by Joseph, and 
his Son Hyrcanus, 

^ 1. Aftbr this Antiochus made a friendship and a league with 
Ptolemy, and gave him his daughter Cleopi^ra to wife, and yielded 
up to him Celesyria, and Samaria, and Judea, and Phcenicia, 
by way of dowry. And upon the division of the taxes between 
the two kings, all the principal men farmed the taxes of their 
several countries, and collecting the sum that was settled for 
them, paid the same to the [two] kings. Now at this time the 
Samantans were in a flourishing condition, and much distressed 
the Jews, cutting off parts of their land, and carrying off slaves. 
This happened when Onias was high priest ; for after Eleazar's 
death, his uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and after be had 
ended his life, Onias received that dignity. He was the son of 
Simon, who was called the Just, which Simon was the brother 
of Eleazar, as I said before. This Onias was one of a little 
soul, and a great lover of money; and for that reason, because 
he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver which his fore^ 
fathers paid to these kings out of their own estates, he provoked 
king Ptolemy Euergetes to anger, who was the father of Philo- 
pater. This Euergetes sent an amba^ador to Jerusalem, and 
complained that Onias did not pay his taxes, and threatened 
that, if he did not receive them, he would seize upon their land, 
and send soldiers to live upon it. When the Jews heard this 
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message of the king's, they were confounded : but so sordidly 
covetous M'as Onias, that nothing of this nature made him 
ashamed. 

2. There was now one Joseph, .young in age, but of great 
reputation among the people of Jerusalem, for gravity, prudence, 
and justice. His father's name was Tobias; and his mother 
was the sister of Onias the high priest, who informed him of the 
coming of the ambassador ; for he was then sojourning at a vil- 
lage named Phicol*^ where he was born. Hereupon he came 
to the city [Jerusalem], and reproved Onias for not taking care 
of the preservation of his jcountrymen, but bringing the nation 
into dangers, by not paying this money ; for which preservation 
of diem he told him he had received the authority over them, 
and had been made high priest: but that, in case he was so great 
a lover of money as to endure to see his country in danger on 
that account, and his countrymen suffer the greatest damages, he 
advised him to go to the king, and petition him to remit eidier 
the whole or a part of the sum demanded. Onias's answer was 
this. That he did not care for his authority, and that he was ready, 
if the thing were practicable, to lay down his high priesthood ; 
and that he would not go to the king, because he troubled not 
himself at all about such matters. Joseph then asked him if 
he would not give him leave to go ambassador on behalf of the 
nation. He replied. That he would give him leave. Upon 
which Joseph went up into the temple, and called the multitude 
together to a congregation, and exhorted them not to be dis* 
turbed or affi-ighted, because of his uncle Onias's carelessness, 
but desired them to be at rest, and not terrify themselves with 
fear about it ; for he promised them that he would be their am- 
bassador to the king, and persuade him that they had done him 
no wrong. And when the multitude heard this, they returned 
thanks to Joseph, So he went down from the templfe, and 
treated Ptolemy's ambassador in an hospitable manner. He 
also presented him with rich gifts, and feasted him magnificently 
for many days, and then sent him to the king before him, and 
told him that he would soon follow him ; for he was now more 
willing to go to the king by the encouragement of the ambassa^ 
dor, who earnestly persuaded him to come into Egypt, and pro. 
mised him that he would take care that he should obtain every 
thing that he desired of Ptolemy, for he was highly pleased with 
his frank and liberal temper, and with the gravity of his deport- 
ment. 

3. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come into E^ypt, he told 
die king of the' thoughtless temper of Onias, and informed him 

• The name of this place, Phicol^ is the very same with tliat of the chief-capfr 
tain of Abimelech's host, in the days of Abraham, Gen. xxi. 89, and might pos- 
sibly be the place of that Phicol*8 nativity or abode ; for it seems to have been' 
in the sottth part of Palestine, as that was. 
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of the goodness of the disposition of Joseph, and that he was 
.coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as not having done him 
any harm, for that he was their patron. In short, he was so 
very iarge in his encomiums upon the young man, that he dis- 
posed both the king and hi&.wife Clieopatra to have a kindness 
for him before he came. So Joseph sent to his friends in Sa- 
maria, and borrowed money of them, and got ready what was 
necessary for his journey, garments and cups, and beasts for 
burden, which amounted to about twenty thousand drachmae, 
and went to Alexandria. Now it happened that at this time all 
the principal men and rulers went up out of the cities of Syria 
and Phoenicia, to bid for their taxes; for every year the king 
sold them to the men of the greatest power in every city. So 
these men saw Joseph journeying on the way, and laughed at 
him for his poverty and meanness; But when be came to Alex- 
andria, acid heard that kin^ Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went 
up thither to meet with him, which happened as the king was 
in his chariot, with his wife, and with his friend Athenion, who 
was the very person who had been ambassador at Jerusalem, and 
had been entertained by Joseph. As soon, therefore, as Athe- 
nion saw him, he presently made him known to the king, how 
good and generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted 
him first, and desired him to come up into his chariot; and as 
Joseph sat there, he began to complain of the management of 
Onias. To which be answered, " Forgive him, on account of 
his age, for thou canst not certainly be unacquainted. with this, 
that old men and infants have their minds exactly alike ; but 
tbou shalt have from us, .who are young men, every thing thou 
desirest, and shalt have no cause to complain.'* With this good 
humour and pleasantry of the young man the king was so de- 
lighted, that he began already, as though he had long experience 
of him, to have a still greater affection for him, insomuch that he 
bade him take his diet in the king^s palace, and be a guest at his 
own table every day. But when the king was come to Alexan- 
dria, the principal men of Syrid saw him sitting with the king, 
and were much offended at it. 

4. And when the day came on which the king was to let the 
taxes of the cities to farm, and those that were the principal men 
of dignity in their several countries were to bid for them, the 
sum of the taxes together of Ceiesyria and Phoenicia, and Ju- 
dea, with Samaria [as they were bidden for], came to eight 
thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph accused the bidders, as 
having agreed together to estimate the value of the taxes at too 
low a rate ; and he promised that he would himself give twice 
as much for them ; but for those who did not pay, he would 
send the king home their whole substance : for this privilege was 
sold together with the taxes themselves. The king was pleased 
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to hear that offer; and because it augmented his reTenues, he 
said he would confirm the sale of the taxes to him. But then 
he asked him this question. Whether he bad any sureties that 
would be bound for the payment of the money ? He answered 
very pleasantly, I will give such security, and those of persons 
good and responsible, and which you shall have no reason to 
distrust. And when he bid him name them, who they were, he 
replied, ^' I give thee no other persons, O king, for my sureties^ 
than thyself, and this thy wife ; and you shall be security for 
both parties." So Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted 
him the farming of the taxes without any sureties. This pro- 
cedure w^as a sore grief to those that came from the cities into 
Egypt, who were utterly disappointed ; and they returned every 
one to their own country with shame. 

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot Soldiers from 
the king ; for ne desired he might have some assistance, in order 
to force such as were refractory in the cities to pay. And bor* 
rowing of the king^s friends at Alexandria* five hundred talents, 
ne made haste back into Syria. And when he was at Askelon, 
Sind demanded the taxes of the people of Askelon, they refused 
to pay any thing, and affronted him also t upon which he seized 
upon about twenty of the principal men, and slew them, and 
gathered what they had together, and sent it all to the king; 
and informed him what he had done. Ptolemy admired at the 
prudent conduct of the man, and commended hitti for what he 
had done ; and gave him leave to do as he ple^^sed. When the 
Syrians heard of this, they were astonished ; and having before 
them a sad example in the men of Askelon that were slain, they 
opened their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid 
their taxes. And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted 
to affront him, and would not pay him those taxes which they 
formerly used to pay, without disputing about them, he slew 
also the principal men of that city, and sent their effects to the 
king. By this hieans he gathered great wealth together, and 
made vast gailis by this farming* of the taxes : and he made use 
of what estate he had thus gotten, in order to support his antho<* 
rity, as thinking it a piece of prudence to keep what had been 
the occasion and foundation of his present good fortune ; and 
this he did by the assistance of what he was already possessed 
of, for he privately sient many presents to the king, and to Cleo- 
patra, and to their friends, and to all that were powerful about 
the court, and thereby purchased their good will to himself. 

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years ; and 
was become the father of seven sons, by one wife : he bad also 
another son, whose natne was Hyrcanus, by his brother Soly- 
mius's daugliter, whom he married on the following occasion : 
He once came to Alexandria with his brother^ who bad along 
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with Um a daughter already marriageable, in older to give her 
in wedlcMrk to some of the Jews of chief dignity there, ne then 
aupi^ with the king, and falling in love with an actress that 
was of great beauty, and came into the rocmi where diey feasted, 
he told his brother of it, and entreated him, because a Jew is 
forbidden by their law to come near to a foreigner^^ to conceal his 
offence, and to be kind and subeervieni to him, and to give him 
an opportooity of fulfilling bis desires. Upon which his brother 
willingly entiertained the proposal of servmg him, and adorned 
his own daughter, and brought her to him by night, and put her 
into his bed. And Joseph, being disordered in drink, knew not 
who she was, and so lay with his hrother^s daughter ; and this 
did he many times, and loved her exceedin^y ; and said to his 
brother, diat he loved this actress so well that he should run 
the hazard of his life [if he must part with her], and yet, proba* 
bly the king would not give him leave [to take her with him]. 
But his brother bid him be in no concern about the matter, amd 
lold him he might enjoy her whom he loved without any danger, 
and might have her for his wife ; and opened the truth of the 
inatter to him, and assured him that he chose rather to have 
his own daughter abused, than to overlook him, and see him 
come to [public] disgrace. So Joseph commended him for this 
. bis brotherly love, and married his daughter, and by ber begat a 
son, whose name iwas Hyrcanus, as we sud before. And when 
this bis youngest son showed, at thirteen years old, a mind that 
was both courageous and wise, and was gready envied by his 
brethren, as being of a 'genius much above them, and such a one 
as they m^ht well envy, Joseph bad once a mind to know which 
of his sons had the best disposition to virtue ; and when he sent 
them severally to those that had then the best reputation for in- 
structii^ youth, the rest of his diildren, by reason of their sloth 
and unwiUingness to take pains, returned to him foolish and un* 
Jeamed. Aiter them he sent out the youngest, Hyrcanus, and 
gave him tbree hundred yoke of oxen, and bid him go two days' 
journey into th.e wilderness, and sow the land there, and yet 
kept back privately the yokes of the oxen that coupled them to* 
gether. When Hyrcanus came to the place, and found he had 
no yokes with them, he contemned the drivers of the oxen, who 
advised him to send home to his father, to bring them some 
yokes; but he thinking that he ought not to lose his time, while 
they should be sent to bring him the yokes, he invented a kind 
of stratagem, and what suited an age elder than his own ; for he 
slew ten yoke of the oxen, and distributed their flesh among the 
labourers, and cut their hides into several pieces, and made him 
yokes, and yoked the oxen together with them ; by which means 
he sowed as much land as bis father had appointed him to sow, 
and returned to him. And when he was come back, hb father 
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'Mras migblily pleased with his sagacity^ and commended, the 
sharpness of his understanding, and his boldness in what he did ; 
and he stili loved him the more, as i( he were his only genuine 
son, while his brethren were much troubled at it. 
• 7. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a son just bom, 
and that all the principal men of Syria, and the other countries 
subject to him, were to keep a festival, on account of the child's 
birth day, and went away in haste with great retinues to Alex- 
andria, he was himself indeed hindered from going by old age, 
but he made trial of his sons, whether any of them would be 
willing to go to the king. And when the elder sons excused 
themselves from going, and said, they were not courtiers good 
enough for such conversation, and advised him to send their 
brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to that advice; and 
called Hyrcanus, and asked him whether he would go to tte 
king, and whether it was agreeable to him to go or not P And 
upon his promise that he would go, and his .saying that he 
should not want much money for bis journey, because he would 
live moderately ; and that ten thousand drachmae would be suf- 
ficient, he was pleased with his sou^s prudence. After a little 
while the son advised his father not to send his presents to the 
king from thence, but to give him a letter to his steward at 
Alexandria, that he might furnish him with money for purchasing 
what should be most excellent and most precious. So he, 
thinking that the expense of ten talents would be enough for 
presents to be made to the king, and commending his son, as 
giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward, that ma- 
naged all his money matters at Alexandria ; which money was 
not less than three. thousand talents on his account, for Joseph 
sent the money he received in Syria to Alexandria, and when 
the day appointed for the payment of the taxes to the king 
came, he wrote to Arion to pay them. So when the son had 
asked his father for a letter to this steward, and had received it, 
he made haste to Alexandria. And when he was gone^ his 
brethren wrote to all the king's friends, that they should destroy 
him. ^ 

. 8. But when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered his 
leiter to Arion,.who asked him how many talents he would have? 
(hoping he would « ask for no more than ten, or a little more.) 
iicj said he wanted a thousand talents. At which the steward 
was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended to live extra- 
vagantly; and he let him know how his &ther bad gathered 
together bis estate by pains-taking, and resisting his incUnatbns, 
and wished him to imitate the example of his father: he as- 
sured him withal; that he would give him but ten talents, and 
that for a present to the king also. The son was irritated at 
this, and threw Arion into prison. But when Ariou's wife had 
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informed Ckopi^jra of tbis^ widiher entreaty that ahe^outd re-* 
buLe; tbe cbild for \rhat he bad done (for Arion was in grrat.es^ 
teeib wilh iher), Cleopatra informed the king of it. And Ptolemy 
:8ent foi: Hyrcauus^ and toldbim, that ^* he wondered, when he 
,was sent to him by his father, that he bad not yet come into his 
.ipresence^ but had laid the steward in prison/' And he gave 
ot-der^ therefore, that he should come to him, and give an account 
of the reason of what he had done. And they report, that the 
4inswer he made to the king's messenger was this, that *^ there 
.was a law of his that forbade a child that was bom to taste of 
the sacrifice before he had been at the temple, and sacrificed to 
God. According to. which way of reasoning, he did not him- 
self come to .him, in expectation of the present he was to make 
to him, as to one who had been his father's bene&ctor ; and that 
he had punished the slave for disobeying his commands, for that 
jut mattered not whether ^^a master was little or great; so that 
unless we punish such as these, thou thyself mayest also expect 
to be despised by thy subjects/' Upon hearing this his answer, 
he fell a laughing, and wondered at the great soul of the child. 

9. When Arion was apprized that this was the king's dispo- 
sition, and that he bad no way to help himself, he gave the child 
a thousand talents, and was let out of prison. So after three 
days were over, Hyrcanus came and saluted the king and queen. 
They saw him with pleasure, . and feasted him in an obliging 
n^aaner^ out of the respect they bare to his father. So he came- 
Ao the merchants privately, and bought a hundred boys, that had 
learning, and were in the flower of their ages, each at a talent a 
piece ; as also he bought a hundred maidens, each at the same 
price as the other. And when he was invited to feast with the 
king among the principal men of the country, he sat down the 
lowest of them all, because he was little, regarded, as a child in 
a^e ^till ; and this by those who placed every one acjcording to 
his dignity. Now when all those that sat with him had laid the 
boiies of the several parts in a heap before. Hyrcanus (for they 
had themselves taken away the flesh belonging to. them), till the 
table where he sat was filled full with them : Trypho, who was 
the king's jester, and was appointed for jokes and laughter at 
festivals, was now asked by the gueats that sat at the table [to 
^expose him to laughter]. So he stood by the king, and said, 
f^ Dost thou not see, my lord, the bones that lie by Hyrcanus \ 
jBy this similitude thou mayest conjectiu*e that his father made 
all Syria as bare as he hath made these bones." And the king, 
laughing at what Trypho said, and asking of Hyrcanus, " How 
he came to have, so many bones before him ?" he replied, '^ Very 
rightfully, my lord ; for they are dogs that eat the flesh and the 
bpnes together, as these thy guests have done (looking in the 
meantime at those guests), for tliere is nothing before them ; 
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but Ihey «re men that eat the flesh and cast away tiie bones, as 
I, who also am a man, have now done.'' Upon which the king 
admired at his answer, which was so wisely made; and bade 
them all make an acclamation, as a mark of their approbation 
of his jest, ivhich was truly a facetious one. On the next day, 
Hyrcaaus went to every one of the king's friends, and of the ra^i 
powerfiil at court, and saluted them^ but ^U inquired of die 
servants what present they would make the king on his son's 
birth'**dayf and when some said that they would give twelve tar 
lents, and that others of greater dijpity would every one give ac- 
cording to the quantity of their riches, he pretended to every one 
of them to' be grieved that he was not able to Inring so large a 
piesent, for that he had no more than five talents, ^nd when 
the servants beard what he said, they told their masters ; and they 
rejoioed in the fNrospect that Joseph would be disapproiired, and 
would make the kmg angry, by the smallness of his present. 
When the day came, the others, even those that brought the 
most, oftered the king not above twenty talents ; but fiyrcanus 
gave to every one of the hundred boys and hundred maidens that 
he bad bou^t a talent apiece, for them to carry, and introduced 
them, the bo^s to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ; every 
body wondering at the anexpected richness of the presents, even 
the king and queen ohenseWes. He also presented these that 
attended about the king viith gifts, to the value of a great num- 
ber of talents, ihat he might escape the danger he was in from 
them ; for to these it was that Hyrcanus's brethren had written 
to destroy him. Now Ptolemy admired at the young man's 
mi^animity, and commanded ham to ask what gift he pleased^ 
But be desired nothing else to be done for him by the king than 
to write to his father and brethren about him. So wh^ the 
king had paid him very great respects, and bad given him very 
large gifts, and had written to his father and his brethren, and 
til his commanders and officers, about him, he sent bim away. 
But when his brethren heard that Hyroanus had received siidi 
fovours from the king, and wae returning JK^me with great ho- 
nour, Shey went out to meet him, and to destroy him, and that 
with the privity of their father; for he was an^ at hhn for the 
parge] sum of money that he bestowed for presents, and so had 
no concern for his ps^servartion. However, Joseph concealed 
the anger he had at his son, out of fear of the king. And when 
Hyrcanus's brethren came to fight him, he slew 'many others of 
those that were with them, as aiso two of his brethren them- 
selves; but the rest of them escaped to Jerusalem to their fe- 
dier. But when Hyrcanus came to the city, where nobody 
would receive him, he was afraid for himself, and retired beyond 
the river Jordan, and there abode, but obliging the barbarians to 
pay their taxes. 
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' 10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Soter, reigned 
over Asia, being the son of Antiochus the Great And [now] 
Hyrcamis^s father Joseph died. He was a good man, and of 
great magnanimity, and brought the Jews out of a ^te of poverty 
and meanness, to one that was more splendid. He retained the 
farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phoenicia, and Samaria, twenty^ 
two years. His uncle also, Onias, died [about diis time^ and 
left the high priesthood to his son Simon. And when he was 
dead, Onias his son succeeded him in that dignity* To him it 
was that Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, sent an embassage, , 
with an epistle, the copy whereof here follows ; 

'^ Areus, king qf the Lacedemonians, ^o. Onias, sendeth 
greeting : 

'' We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have dis- 
covered that both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of one 
stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham*. It is but 
jast, therefore, that you, who are our brethren, should send to us 
about any of your concerns as you please. We will also do die 
same thing, and esteem your concerns as our own, and will look 
Upon our concerns as in common with yours. Demotoles, who 
brings you this letter, will bring your answer back to us. This 
letter is four-square : and the seal is an eagle, with a dragon in 
his claws.'* 

1 1. And these were the contents of the epistle which was 
sent frotia the king of the Lacedemonians. But upon the death 
of Joseph, the people grew seditious on account of his sons t 
for whereas the elders made war against Hyrcanus, who was the 
youngest of Joseph^s sons, the multitude was divided, but the 
greater part joined with the elders in this war, as did Simon the 
high priest, by reason he was of kin to them. However, Hyr- 
canus determined not to return to Jerusalem any more, but 
seated himself beyond Jordan, and was at perpetual war with 

* Whence it comes that these Lacedemonians declare themselyes herb to lie 
•f kin to the J««rs, as derived fnm the same ^acestor, Abraham, I caanot tell, 
anless, as Grotius sappasee, they were derived from the Doces, that came of the 
Pela^i. These are bv Herodotus called harbarians^ and perhaps were derived 
from the Syrians and Arabians, the posterity of Abrabam by Keturah.— See An* 
ttq. B. zyi. eh. x.«ect»9S| and Of the War, B. Lch. xxvi sect. 1 ; and Grot, on 
1 Maccab. xii. T. We may ftvther obserre, from the recognitions af Clement, 
that Eliezer of Damascus, the servant of Abraham, Gen. xv. 2, and xzivv was 
of old by some taken for his son. So that if the Lacedemonians were sprung 
fmm him, they mifht think themaBWat to be of the posterity of Abraham, as well 
as the Jews, who were spmng from Isaac. And perhaps this Eliezer of Da- 
mascus is that very Damascus whom Trogus Pompeius, as abridged by Justin, 
amk«s the founder of Ihe Jewish nation Itself, though he afterwaids blunders, 
aad makes Aaelos, Adores, Abraham, and Israel, kings of Judea, aad successors 
to this Damascus. It may not be inq;>roper to observe farther, that Moses Chore- 
nensis, in his history of tne Armenians, informs us, tbat the nation of the Parthi'* 
aoB was also derived from Abraham by Keturah and her eMIdrea* 
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the Arabrans^and slew many of them, and took many of them 
captives. . He also erected a strong castle, and built it entirely 
of white stone^' to the very roof; and had animals of a prodi- 
gious magnitude engraven upon it. He also drew around it a 
isreat and deep canal of water. He also made caves of many 
lurlongs in length, by hollowing a rock that was over against 
him; and then he omde large rooms in it, some for feasting, and 
some for sleeping and living in. He introduced also a vast 
quantity of waters, which ran along it, and which were very de- 
Jightful and ornamental in the court. But still he made the en- 
trances at the mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than 
one person could enter by them at once : and the reason why he 
built them after that manner was a good one : it was for his 
own preservation, lest he should be besieged by his brethren, and 
•run the hazard of being caught by them. Moreover, he built 
courts of greater magnitude than ordinary, which he adorned 
with vastly large gardens. And when he had brought the place 
to this state, he named it Tyre. This place is between Arabia 
and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far from the country of Hesh- 
hott. And he ruled over those parts for seven years, even all 
.the time that Seleucus was king of Syria. But whep be was 
dead, bis brother Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, took 
the kingdom. Ptolemy also, tbq king of Egypt, died, who M'as 
besides called Epiphanes, He left two sons, and both young in 
age ; . the elder of which was called Philometer^ and the yoimger 
Physcon, As for Hyrcanus, when he saw that Antiochus had a 
great army, and feared lest he should be caught by him, and 
brought to punishment for what he had done to the Arabians, 
he ended. his life, and slew himself with bis own hand; while 
Antiochus siezed upon all his substance* 



CHAP. V. 



HoWi upon the Quarrels of the Jews one against another about 
the High Priesthood^ Antiochus made an Expedition against 
Jerusalem ; took the City and pillaged the Temple ^ and dis" 
tressed the Jews : as also, how many of the Jews forsook the 
Laws of their Country ;^ and how tl^ Samaritans followed 
the Customs of the GreeUs, and named their Temple at Mount 
Gerizzim, the Temple of Jupiter Hellenius. 

^ 1. About this time, upon the death of Onias the high priest, 
they gave the high priesthood to Jesus's brother ; for that son 
which Onias left [or Onias IV .] was yet but an infant : and, in 
its proper place, we will inform the reader of all the circum* 
stances that befell this child. But this Jesus, who was the bro- 
ther of Onias, was deprived of the high priesthood by the king, 
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who wa» adgry with him, and gave it to his yoimger brother^ 
whose name also was Onias, for Simon bad these three sons, to 
each of which the priesthood came, as we have already informed 
the reader*'. This Jesus changed his name to Jasortj but Onias 
was called Memlaus. Now as the former high priest Jesus 
raised a ^edition against Menelaus, who was ordained: after him, 
the multitude were divided between them both. And the.sotia 
of Tobias took the part of Menelaus^ but the greater part of the 
people assisted Jason ; and by that means Menelaus and the sonsr 
of Tobias were distressed, and retired to Antiochus, and informed 
him, that they were desirous to leave the laws of their countryy 
and the Jewish way of living according to them, and to follow 
the king's laws, and the Grecian way of living : wherefore they 
desired his permission to build them a Gymnasium t at Jerusa-> 
lem. And when he had given them leave, they also hid the cir^ 
cumcision of their genitals, that even when they were naked, 
they might, appear to be Greeks. Accordingly they left off all the 
customs that belonged to their own country, and imitated the 
practices of the other nations. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation of the affairs 
of his kingdom, resolved to make an expedition against Egypt, 
both because he had a desire to gain it, and because he con- 
temned the son of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not yet.of abili^ 
ties to manage affairs of such consequence ; so he came with 
great forces to Pelusium, and circumvented Ptolemy Ph9ome< 
ter by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. He then came to the 
places about Memphis ; and when he had taken them, he made 
haste to Alexandria, in hopes of taking it by siege, and of subdu-. 
ing Ptolemy, who reigned there. But he was driven not only 
from Alexandria, but out of all Egypt, by the declaration of the 
Romans, who charged him to let that country alone ; according 
as I have elsewhere formerly declared. I will now give a parfi- 

* We have hitherto bad but a few of those many citations where Josephus 
says, that he had elsewhere formerly treated of many things, of which yet his 
present books have not a syllable. . Oar commeotators have hitherto been able 
to give no tolerable account of these citations, which are far too nnmerous, and) 
that usually in all his copies, both Greek and Latin, to be supposed later inter- 
polations,- which is almost all that has hitherto been said upon this occasion.' 
What I have to say farther is this, that we have but very few of these references 
before^ and very many in and after the history of Antioebus Epiphanes.; and th&t 
Josephus's first work, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as well as the Greek history of 
the Jewish War, long since lost, began with that v^ry bntory, so that the refei^ 
enoes are most probably made to that edition of the seven books of the war. See 
several other examples, besides those iirthe two sections before us, in Antiq. B. 
ziii. eh. ii.sect. 1,4; and ch. iv* seet. 6, 8; ch. v. sect. 6, 11 ; ch. viii. sect. 4|' 
and ch. xiii. sect. 4, 5 ; and Antiq. B. xviii. chap. ii. sect. 6. 

+ This word Qjfmnanum properly denotes a place where the exercises were 
performed naked^ which, because it would naturally distinguish circumcised Jews 
from uncircumclsed Gentiles, these Jewish apcwtaies endeavoured to appear un*. 
circumcistd, by means of a cbirurgical operation, hinted at by St. Paul, 8 Con 
vii. 18; and deseribed by Celsus, B* vii. oh. xxv. as Dr. Hudson here informs U8«^ 
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cttlar aecoQttt of M^t coocgntt thb kingy homkemMmAJmiem 
Mid Am tenpie ; fiir in my former ^ork I menliooed thoac things 
wy briefly, and have now therefore thought it necessary to go 
over that history again, and that with great accuracy. 

S. * King Antiochos returning out of Egypt for fear of the 
Rflonans^ made an expedition against the city Jerusalem ; and 
when he was there, in the hundred forty and third year of the 
kingdom of the Seleuddae, he took the city without fighting, 
those of his own party opening the gates to him. And when he 
had gotten possession of Jerusalem, he slew many of the oppo« 
site party; and when he had plundered it of a great deal of mo«. 
ney, he returned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in the hundred forty 
and fifth year, on the twenty-fifdi day of that month which is by 
us called Chadeu^ and by the Macedonians Apelleusj in the 
hundred and fifty-third <dympiad,'^that die king came up to 
Jerusalem, and pretending peace, he got possession of the city 
by treachery; at which time he spared not so much as those 
that admitted him into it, on account of the riches that lay in 
tfie temple; but, led by ins covetous inclination (for he saw 
there was in it a great deal of g(dd, and many ornaments that 
had been dedicat^ to it of veiy great value), and in order to 
plunder its weakh, he ventured to break the league he had made. 
So he left the temple bare; and Xock away the golden candle* 
sticks; and the golden altar [of incense,] and taUe [of shew- 
bread], and the altar [of bumt-offering]; and did not abstain 
finom even the vaik, which were made of fine linen and scar- 
kt He also emptied it of its secret treasures, and left nothing 
at all remaniiag; and by this means cast the Jews into great 
lamentation, for he forbade them to ofier those daily sacrifices 
which they used to oflfer to God, according to the law. And 
when he had pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabitants 
he slew, and some he carried captive, together with their wives 
and children, so that the multitude of those captives that were 
taken alive amounted to about ten thousand. He also burnt 
down the finest buildings ; and when he had overthrown the city 
walls, he built a citadelf in the lower part of the city, for the 

* HflreatKnitt Jog^imi begins to foUow tbe fint book of the Maccabees, a 
Ihoflt excellent and most authentic history ; and accordingly it is here, with great 
iddity and eiactness, abridged by bim : between whose present copies there 
•eeSDB to be few«r variations than in any other sacred Hebrew book of the Old 
Testament whatsoever (for this book a»o was originally written In Hebrew), 
which is very natanai, because it was written so much nearer to the times -of Jo* 
sephus than the rest were. 

f Thb Citadelf of which we have saeh freqvent mention in the following his- 
tory, both in the Maccabees and Josephas, seems to have been acastle bailt apoo 
a hill, lower than Mount Zion^ though upon its skirts, and higher than Mount 
Moriah, but between them both ; which hill the enemies of the Jews now got 
|MWsession of, and built on it this citadel, and fortified it^ till a good while after* 
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j^ftce yunmhif^ and o<rerkM)lEed theleaiple^ oA iiibidb aoeowa be 
fortified it witb high walls and towers, and |>ut into it a ganisoa 
of Macedonians. However^ in that citadel dwelt the impioua 
and wicked part of the {Jewish] multitude^ from whom it proved 
that the cttizemi suffered many and sore calamities. And when 
the king had built an idol altar upon God's altar, he slew swine 
upon it» and so offered a sacrifice neither accotding to the law^ 
nor the Jewish religions worship in that country. He also com^ 
palled them to forsake die worship which they paid their own 
God, and to adore those whom he took to be gpids; and made 
diem build temples, and raise idol altars in every city and yii« 
la^, and offer swine upon them every day* He also commancted 
them not to cirenmcise their sons, and threatened to punish any 
that should be found to have transgressed his injunction. Ho 
also appointed overseers, who should compel them to do what 
he commanded. And indeed many Jevfs there were who com* 
plied with the king's commands, either voluntarilyi or out of fear 
Off the penalty that was denounced: but the best men, and tlioso 
of the noblest souls, did not regard him, but did pay a greats 
respect to Ae customs of thmr country, than concern as to the 
punishment which he threatened to the disobedient; on which 
account they every day underwent great miseries and bitter tor* 
mests, for they were whipped with rods^ and their bodies were 
torn to pieces, and were crucified j while they were still alive and 
breathed* Tliey also strained those women and their sons whom 
they had circnmcised, as the king had appointed, hanging their 
sons about their necks as they were upon the crosses. And if 
there were any sacred book of the law found, it was destroyed, 
and those wi^ whom they were found miserably perished also. 
5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under these sufferings, 
they no longer confessed that they were of their kindred, nor 
that the temple on Mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty God. 
This was according to their nature, as we have already shown. 
And they now said, that they were a colony of Medes and Per- 
sians; and indeed diey were a colony of theirs. So they sent am- 
bassadors to AnUochus, and an epistle; whose contents are these: 
'^ To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, a memorial from the 
Sidonians, who live at Shechem. Our forefatherl) upon cer« 
tain frequent plagues, and as following a certain ancient super- 
stition, bad a eastern of observing that day which by the Jews is 
called the Sa^baih *. And when they had erected a temple at the 

wards the Jews regaioed it, demolished it, and leveled the hill itself with the 
common ground, that their enemies might no more recover It, and might thence 
overlook the temple itself,and do them snch mischief as (hey had long undergone 
fipom it, Antiq. B. xiii. ch. vi. sect. &. 

* This allegation of the Samaritans is remarable, that though they were not 
Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, observe the Sabl>a(h day, and as they else- 
where pretend, the Sabbatic year also. Antiq. B. xii. ch. vii. sect. 6. 
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mountain called Gerizzimf though without a name, they offered 
upon it the proper sacrifices. Now, upon the just treatment of 
these wicked Jews, those that manage their afiairs supposing* 
that we were of kin to them, and practised as they do, make us 
liable to the same accusations, although we be originally Sido- 
nians, as is evident from the public records. We therefore be- 
seech thee, our benefactor and saviour, to give order to ApoU 
loniusy the governor of this part of the country, and to Nicanor, 
the procurator of thy affairs, to give us no disturbance, nor to 
lay to our charge what the Jews are accused for, since we zire 
ahens from their nation, and from their customs; but let our tem-: 
ple^ which at present hath no name at all, be named The Temple 
of Jupiter Hellenius. If this were once done, we should be no 
longer disturbed, but should be more intent on our own occupa-. 
tion with quietness, and so bring in a greater revenue to thee/' 
So when the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king sent 
them back the following answer, in an epistle: <' King Antiochus 
to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have sent me 
the memorial inclosed. When therefore we were advising with* 
our friends about it, the messengers sent by them represented to 
us, that they are no way concerned vrith accusations which belong 
to the Jews, but choose to live after the customs of the Greeks.. 
Accordingly we declare them free from such accusations, and 
order that, agreeable to their petition, their temple be named,' 
The Temple of Jupiter Hellenius.*' He also sent the like epistle to 
Apollonius, the governor of that part of the country, in the forty- 
sixth year, and the eighteenth day of the month Hecatombeon. . 



CHAP. VI. 

HoWy upon Antiochus*s Prohibition to the Jews to make Use of 
the Laws of their Country, Mattathias, the Son of Asamo^ 
neuSf alone despised the King, and overcame the Generals of 
Antiochus's Army : as also concerning the Death of Matta- 
thias and the Succession of Judas, 

§ 1. Now at this time there vyas one whose name was Matta- 
thias, who dwelt at Modio, the son of John, the son of Simeon, 
the son of Asamoneus, a priest of the order of Joarib, and a 
citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sous : John, who was called 
Gaddis; and Simon, who was called Matthes; and Judas, 
who was called Maccabeus*; and Eleazar, who was called 

* That this appellation of Maeeahee was not first of all given to Judas Mac-' 
cabeuB, nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew words on bit 
banner, Mi Kamoka Be Elim, Jehovah ? Who is like unto thee among the gods, 
O Jehovah? Exod. xv. 11. as the modern Rabbins vainly pretend, see Authent. 
Rec. part 1. p. 205, 206. Only we may note, by the way, that the original 
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Aiurao; and Jooatfaan^ who was caUed Appkw^. ' Now. this MaU 
tatbias laaieoted to his children the sad state of their affairs^ and 
the ravage made in the city, and the plundering of the temple, 
and the calamities the multitude were, under ; and he told them 
that it was better for them to die for the laws of their country, 
than to live so ingloriously as. they then did. 
« 2. But when those that were appointed by the king weve come 
to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to do what they 
were commanded,- and to enjoin those that were there to offer 
sacrifice as the king had commanded, they desired that Matta- 
tbias, a . person of the greatest character among them, both, on 
other accounts, and particularly on account of such a nume- 
rous and so deserving ta family of children, would begin the 
sacrifice, because his feUow^citizens would follow bis example, 
and because such a procedure would make him honoured by 
the king. But Mattathias said, ^^ he would not do it; and that 
if all the other nations would obey the commands of Antio* 
chus, either out of fear, or to please him, yet would not he nor 
his sons leave the religious worship of their country." Bat as 
soon as he had ended his speech, there came one of the Jews 
into the midst of them, and sacrificed as Antiochus had com- 
manded. At which Mattathias had great indignation, and ran 
upon him violently, with his sons, who had swords with them, 
and slew both the man himself that sacrificed, and Apelles the 
king's general, who compelled them to sacrifice, with a few of 
his soldiers. He also overthrew the idol altar, and cried out, 
^* If, said he, any one be zealous for the laws of his country, 
and for the worship of God, let him follow me." And when 
he had said this, he made haste into the desert, with his sons, 
and he left all his substance in the village. Many others did 
the same also, and fled with their children and wives into the 
desert, and dwelt in caves. But when the king's generals heard 
this, they took all the forces they then had in the citadel at Jeru- 
salem, and pursued the Jews into the desert; and when they had 
overtaken them, they in the first place endeavoured to persuade 
them to repent, and to choose what was most for their advan. 
tage, and not put them to the necessity of using them according 
to the law of war. But when they would not comply with their 
persuasions, but continued to be of a different mind, they fought 
against them on the Sabbath-day, and they burnt them as they 
were in the caves without resistance, and without so much as 
stopping up the entrances of the caves. And they avoided to 
defend themselves on that day, because they were not willing to 
break in upon the honour they owed the Sabbath, even in such 

name of these Maccabees, and their posterity, was Asamonians; which was de* 
ri^ed from Asamoneus the great-grandfather of Mattathias, as Joserphus here in* 
forms UB. 

VOL. II. M 
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dUtf^eAses; for our law.^ requires thst we rest mftoti that dey. 
There were about a thousand, with their wives and cbildreny who 
were smothered and died in these caves; but many of those 
that escaped joined themselves to Mattstbiasy and appointed 
him to be their ruler, who taught them to fight, even on the 
Sabbath-day; and told them that ^'unless they wouM do so, 
they would become their own enemies, by observing the law [so 
ri^rously], while their adversaries would still assault tbem on 
this day, and they would not then defend themselves, and time 
nothing could then hinder but tbey must all perish without fight* 
ing.^ This speech persuaded them. And this rule continued 
among us to ttiis day, diat if there be a necesrity, we may fight 
on Sabbath days. So Mattadiias got a great army abont him, 
and overthrew their idol altars, and slew those that broke the 
laws, even all that he could get under his power, for many of 
them were dispersed among tfie nations round about tbem for 
fear of him. He also commanded^ that those boys which were 
not yet circumcised should be circumcised now; and he drove 
those away that were appointed to hinder such their circumcision. 
3. But when he had nded one year, and wae fallen into a 
distemper, he called for his sons, and set them round abont bim^ 
and said, " O my sons, I am somg the way of alt the eardi, and 
I recommend to you my resoliition, and beseech you not to be 
negligent in keepmg it, but to be mindful of the desires of him' 
who begat you, and brought you up, and to preserve the customs 
of your country, and to recover your ancient form of govemmeni:, 
which is in danger of being overturned, and not to be carried 
away with those, that either by their own inclination or out of 
necessity betray it, but to become such sons as are vrdrtby of 
me; to be above all force and necessity, and so to dispose your 
souls, as to be ready, wken it diall be necessary, to die for your 
hws, as sensible of this by just reasoning, that if God see that 
you are so disposed he will not overlook you, but will have a 
great value for your virtue, and will restore to you again what 
you have lost, and will return to you that freecbm in which yon 
shall live quietly, and enjoy your own customs. Your bodies 
are mortal and subject to fate, but they receive a. sort of immor- 
tality by the remembrance of what actions they have done. And 
I would have yon so in love with this immortality, that you may 
pursue after glory, and that, when you have undergone the 
greatest difficulties, you may not scruple, for snch things, to lose 
your lives. I exhort you, especially, to agree one with anotjier; 
and in what excellence any one of you exceeds another, to 
yield to him so far, and by that means to reap the advantage 
of every one^s own virtues. Do you then esteem Simon as your 
father, because he is a man of extraordinary prudence, and be 
governed by him in what counsels he gives you. Take Macca* 
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beus for tb« f^beni of yom* artnyy bccaoae of bM courage and 
strength^ for ho wUl avooge your mtkNi^ and wiU bring tsn- 
geance 00 yoor eneoMea. Admt among you tlio righteoua and 
reUgioos, and aogment dieir powor/' 

4. When MalWbiaa bad tbm dfecoarted to his tons, and 
had prayed to God to he their aasislant, and to raeover to the 
pe^fde their foraier constitutiony. be died a little afterward, and 
was buried at Modin; all the people making great lamenteUon 
for hi«i^ WherewoB bis son Judas took upon him the adminis- 
tration c»f public awcs» in the hundred forty and sisdi year; and 
thtts» by the ready assistance ot his brethren^ and of eShet s, J»- 
das cast their enemies out of the couotryy and put tbose of their 
own country to death who bad transgressed iita laws, and pttrifiied 
the land of all the poUntions that were in it. 



CHAP. Vll. 

How Judas overthrew the Jqrces of ApolUmims ani Serou, und 
killed the Generals of their Armes themsehes; and hov», 
when a little while afterwards Lysias and Gorgias w^e beat^, 
he went up to Jerusalem^ and pureed the Temple^ 

§ 1. When Apollonius, the general of the Samaritan forces, heard 
this, he took bis army, and made haste to go against Judas; who 
met him, and joined battle with him, and beat hmi, and slew many 
of his men, and among them Apollonius himselfi their general, 
whose sword being that which he happened then to wear, he seized 
upon, and kept for himself; but he wounded more than he slew, 
and took a great deal of prey from the enemies' camp, and went 
his way. But when Seron, who was general of the army of Cele- 
syria, heard that many had joined themselves to Judas, and that 
he had abont him an army suificient for fighting, and for qiaking 
war, he determined to make an expedition against him, as think- 
ing it became him to endeavour to punish those that transgressed 
the king^s injunctions. He then got together an army, as large 
as he was able, and joined to it the runagade and wicked Jews, 
and came against Judas. He came as far as Bethhoron, a vil- 
lage of Judea, and there pitched his camp; upon which Judas 
met him; and when he intended to give him battle, he saw that 
his soldiers were backward to fight, because their number was 
small, and because they wanted food, for they were fasting; he 
encouraged them, and said to them, that *' victory and conquest 
of enemies are not derived from the multitude in armies, but in 
the exercise of piety towards God, and that they had the plainest 
instances in their forefathers, who, by their righteousness, and 
exerting themselves on behalf of their own laws and their own 
children, had frequently conquered many ten thousands; for in- 

m2 
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nocence is the stroi^est army." By this speech he induced his 
men to contemn the multitude of the enemy, and to fall upon 
.Seron. And upon joining battle with htm, he beat the Syrians ; 
and when their general fell among the rest, they all ran away with 
speed, as thinking that to be their best way of escajHng. So he 
pursued them unto the plain, and slew about eight hundred of 
the enemy, but the rest escaped to the region which lay near to 
the sea« 

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he was very 
angry at what had happened ; so he got together all his own army, 
with many mercenaries whom he nad hired from the islands, 
and took them with him, and prepared to break into Judea 
about the beginning of the spring. But when, upon his muster- 
ing his soldiers, he perceiveid that his treasures were deficient, 
and there was a want of money in them, for all the taxes were 
not paid, by reason of the seditions there had been among the 
nations, he having been so magnanimous and so liberal that 
w^hat he had was not sufficient for him, he therefore resolved 
first to go into Persia, and collect the taxes of that country. 
Hereupon he left one whose name was Lysias, who was in great 
repute with him, governor of the kingdom, as far as the bounds 
of Egypt, and of the Lower Asia, and reaching from the river 
Euphrates, and committed to him a certain part of his forces, 
and of his elephants, and charged him to bring up his son An- 
tiochus with all possible care, until he came back; and that he 
should conquer Judea, and take its inhabitants for slaves, and 
utterly destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nation. And 
when king Antiochus had given these things in charge to Lysias, 
he went into Persia; and in the hundred and forty-sevei^tb year 
lie passed over Euphrates^, and went up to the superior pro- 
vinces. 

3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of Dorymenes, 
and Nicanor, and Gorgias, very potent men among the king's 
friends, and delivered to them forty thousand foot soldiers, anct 
seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against Judea, who 
came as far as the city Emmaus, and pitched their camp in the 
plain country. There came also to them auxiliaries out of Syria, 
and the country round about, as also many of the runag^de 
Jews. And besides these came some merchants to buy those 
that should be carried captives (having bonds with the'm to bind 
those that should be made prisoners), with that silver and gold 
which they were to pay for their price. And when Judas^saw 
their camp, and how numerous their enemies were, he per- 
suaded his own soldiers to be of good courage, and exhorted 
them to place their hopes of victory in God, and to make sup- 
plication to him, according to the custom of their country, clothed 
m sackcloth; and to show what was their usual habit of suppli- 
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cation in the greatest dangers, and thereby to prevail with God 
to grant you the victory over your enemies. So he set them in 
their ancient order of battle used by their forefathers, under their 
captains of thousands, and other officers ; and dismissed such 
as were newly married, as well as those that had newly gained 
possessions, that they might not fight in a cowardly manner, 
out of an inordinate love of life, in order to enjoy those bless* 
ings. When he had thus disposed his soldiers^ he encouraged 
them to fight by the following speech, which he made to them : 
'^ O my fellow*soldiers, no other time remains more opportune 
than the present for courage and contempt of dangers; for if you 
now fight manfully, you may recover your liberty, which, as it 
is a thing of itself agreeable to all men, so it proves to be to us 
much more desirable, by its affording us the liberty of worship^ 
ing God. Since, therefore, you are in such circumstances at 
present^ that you must either recover that liberty, and so regain 
a happy and blessed way of living, which is that according to 
our laws and the customs of our country, or to submit to the 
most opprobrious sufferings : nor will any seed of your nation 
remain if you be beat in this battle. Fight, therefore, manfully; 
and suppose that you must die though you do not fight. But 
believe, that besides such glorious rewards as those of the liberty 
of your country, of your laws, of your religion, you shall then 
obtain everlasting glory. Prepare yourselves, therefore, and 
put yourselves into such an agreeable posture that you may be 
ready to fight with the enemy as soon as it is day to-morrow 
morning." 

4. And this was the speech which Judas made to encourage 
them. But when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five thousand 
foot and one thousand horse, that he might fall upon Judas by 
night, and had for that purpose certain of the runagade Jews as 
guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it, and resolved to fall 
upon those enemies that were in their camp, now thek forces 
were divided. When they had therefore supped in good time^ 
and had left many fires in their camp, he marched all night to 
those enemies that were at Emmaus; so that when Gorgias 
found no enemy in their camp, but suspected that they were re- 
tired, and had hidden themselves among the mountains, he re« 
solved to go and seek them wheresoever they were. But about 
break of day, Judas appeared to those enemies that were at Em- 
maus, with only three thousand men, and those ill armed, by rea. 
son-of their poverty; and when he saw the enemy very well and 
skilfully fortified in their camp, he encouraged the Jews, and told 
them that " they ought to fight, though it were with their naked 
bodies, for that God had sometimes of old ^iven such men 
strength, and that against such as were more m number, and 
were armed also, out of regard to their great courage." So he 
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eommanded the trumpetere to sound for the balde : and bj thus 
fiilitDg upon their enemies when they did not expeet it, and 
thereby astonishing and disturbing their mindsy he slew many of 
those that rensted him, and went on pursning the rest as far 
as 6adara, and the plains of Idumea, and A&od, and Jam«* 
via; and of these there fell about three thousand. Yet did 
Judas exhort his scddiers not to be too desirous of the spoilS| 
lor that stiH they must have a contest and a battle with Goigias 
and the forces that were with him ; but that when they had once 
ovei*come them, Aen they might securely plunder the camp, be^ 
cause they were the only ooiemies remaining, alid they expected 
no others* And just as he was speaking to his soldiers, Gor* 
gias^s men looked down into that army which they left in their 
camp, and saw that it was overthrown, and the camp burnt, for 
the taioke that arose from it showed them, even when they were 
a great way off, what had happened. When, therefore, those 
timt were with Ooi^as widerstood that things were in this pos- 
ture, and perceived that those that were with Jiidas were ready 
to fight them, they also were afirighted atid put to flight ; but 
^eh Judas, as though he had already beaten Gorgias's soldiers^ 
without fighting, returned and seized on the spoils. He took a 
great quantity of gold and silver, and purple, and blue, and then 
reldfned home wiUi joy, and noging hymns to God for their 
good success ; for this victory gready contributed to the recovery 
of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the 
army which he had sent, and the next year he got together sixty 
thousand chosen men. He also took five thousand horsemen, 
and fell upon Judea ; and he went up to the hill country at 
Betfasur, a village of Judea, atid pitched his camp there, where 
Judas iaet him with t^n thousand men; and when he saw the 
gl-eat titnnber of btt cfnemies, be prayed to God that be would 
assist him, and joined baUlo mih the first of the enenqr Ihat ap« 
peared, and beat Aem, and slew about <five thousand of them, and 
thereby became terrible to the rest of them. Nay, iftideedy Ly» 
sias obflNerving the great spirit of the Jews, how th^. were pre- 
pared to die rather than lose then* liberty, and being afraid of 
their flespen^ wny 4)f fighting, a^ if it vmre real strength, he 
took the rest of die army back with him, and returned to Antioch, 
where he listed foreigners iitto the tervice, and prepared to fidl 
upon Judea with a greater army. 

6. When, tbet^fore, the generals of Antiodius's armies had 
been beaten so often, Judas assembled die people together, and 
tioid them, th^t ** after Aese many victories which God had 
given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and purify the 
tismple, and offer the appointed sacrifice." But as soon as he, 
with the whde mulcituite, was come to Jerusalem, and found die 
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temple deserted, and its gates burnt down, and plants growing 
in the temple of their own accord, on account of its desertion, 
he and those that were with him began to lament, and were quite 
confounded at the sight of the temple : so he chose out some of 
his soldiers, and gave them order to fight against those guards 
that were in the citadel, until he should have purified the tem- 
ple. When, therefore, he had carefully pui^ed it, and had 
biPHght in new vessels, the candlestick, the table [of shew-bread]^ 
and Uie altar [of Jnc^nscQ, which were made of gold, he bung 
up the vimIs at the gates, and added doors to Uiem. He also 
took down the ^Itar [of burnt-o^ering], and built a new one of 
Stones tjbuit he gathered together, and not of such as were hewn 
with iron tools. So on Uie five-and-twentieth d^y of the month 
Cftsleu, y^bich the Macedonians call Jlpellem^ they lighted the 
iafnp^ that were on the candlestick, and offered incense upon the 
^tar [of incense], and laid the loaves upon the table [of shew 
bread], and c^erefl burnt-offerings, upon the new altar [of burnt- 
offefipg]. !Nqw it ^o fell out, that these thiuj^s were done on 
life very jiame dav on which th^ir divine worship had fallen off, 
»nd was reduced to a profane apd common use, after three 
years' tiq^e; for sp it was, that the temple w^ made desolate by 
^QtiochuiB, and so continued for three years. This desolation 
happened to the temple in the hundred ^nd forty-fifth vear, on 
^e twenty*fifth day of the month Ap^ Ileus, and on the hundred 
^fid fifty-tbird olyippiad; but it was dedicated anew, on the sam^ 
iiUy, the twentyrfiftl^ of the ipoptb Apelleus, in the hundred and 
Jforty-eighth year^ and on the Jiu^dred and fifty-fourt)i olyn^piad. 
Ai^fl thi^ desolation came to pass according to the prophecy of 
Papiel, >yhich was given four hundred and eisht years before; 
for he declared that the Macedonians would dissolve that wor- 
ship [for some time]. 

7. No|Hr Judas celebrated the festival of th^ restors^on of the 
sacrifices at the temple for eight days; and omitted no sort of 
pleasur9s thereon, but he feasted them upon vervricb and splen-^ 
did sacjrifices; and be honoured God^ and delighted them by 
hymns apd psalms. Nay, they were so very j^ad at the revival 
of the^ customs, when, after a loi^ time of intermission, they 
unexpectedly h^d regained the freedom of their worship, that 
they m^ it a Jaw for their posterity, that they should keep a 
festival on account of the restoration of their temple worshi}) for 
eight days. And from diat time to this we celebrate this festival, 
a^ call it LighU. I suppose the reason was because this liberty 
beyond our hopes appeared to us, and that thence was the 
Xiame given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round 
about the city, and reared towers of great height against the in- 
c^sWas of enemies, and set guards therein. He also fortified 
the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any dis- 
tresses that might come from our enemies. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

HotS) Judas subdued the Nations round about; and how Simon 
beat the People of Tyre and Ptolemais; and how Judas over^ 
came TimotJieus, and forced him to fly away, and did many 
other Things after Joseph and Azarias had been beaten. 

% I. When these things were over, the nations round about the 
Jews were very uneasy at the revival of their power, and rose 
up together, and destroyed many of them, as gaining advantage 
over them by laying snares for them, and making secret conspi* 
racies against them. Judas made perpetual expeditions against 
these men, and endeavoured to restrain them from those incur- 
sions, and to prevent the mischiefs they did to die' Jews. So he 
fell upon the Idumeans, the posterity of Esau, at Acrabattene^ 
and slew a great many of them, and took their spoils. He^lso 
shut up the sons of Bean, that laid wait for the Jews; and he 
sat down about them, and besieged them, and burnt their towers, 
and destroyed the men [that were in them]. After this he went 
thence in haste against the Ammonites, who had a great and a 
numerous army, of which Timotheus was the commander. AuA 
when he had subdued them, he seized on die city Jazer, and 
took their wives and their children captives, and burned the city, 
and then returned into Judea. But whep the neighbouring 
nations understood that he was returned, they got together in 
great numbers, in the land of Gilead, and came against those 
Jews that were at their borders, who then fled to the garrison 
of Dathema, and sent to Judas to inform him that Timotheus 
was endeavouring to take the* place whither they were fled. 
And as these epistles were reading, there came other messen- 
gers out of Galilee, who informed him that the inhabitants of 
Ptolemais, and of Tyre and Sidon, and strangers of Galilee, 
were gotten together. 

£. Accordingly Judas, upon considering what was fit to be 
done, with relation to the necessity both these cases required, 
gave order that Simon his brother should take three thousand 
chosen men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in Galilee, 
while he and another of his brothers, Jonathan, made haste into 
the land of Gilead, with eight thousand soldiers. And he left 
Joseph, the son of Zecharias, and Azarias, to be over the rest of 
the forces; and charged them to keep Judea very carefully, and 
to fight no battles with any persons whomsoever until his re* 
turn. Accordingly Simon went into Galilee, and fought the 
enemy, and put them to flight, and pursued them to the very 
gates of Ptolemais, and slew about three thousand of them ; and 
took the spoils of those that were slain, and those Jews whom 
they had made captives, with their baggage; and then returned 
home. 
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3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jonathan, 
they passed oi^er the river Jordan; and when they had gone 
three days' journey, ihey lighted upon the Nabateans, who came> 
to meet them peaceably, and who told them how the affairs of 
those in the land of Gilead stood : and how many of them were 
in distress, and driven into garrisons, and into the cities of Gali- 
lee; and exhorted them to make haste to go against the foreign- 
ers, and to .endeavour to save his own countrymen out of their 
hands. To this exhortation Judas hearkened, and returned into 
the wilderness ; and in the first place fell upon the inhabitants 
of Bosor, and took the city, and beat the inhabitants, and de- 
stroyed all the males, and all that were able to fight, and burned 
the city. Nor did he stop even when night came on, but he 
journeyed in it to the garnson where the Jews happened then 
to be shut up, and where Timotheus lay round the place with 
his army ; and Judas came upon the city in the morning ; and 
when be found that the enemy were making an assault upon the 
walls, and that some of them brought ladders, on which they 
might get npon those walls, and that others brought engines [to 
batter them], he bid the trmnpeter to sound his trumpet, and he 
encouraged his soldiers cheerfully to undergo dangers for the 
sake of their brethren and kindred; he also parted his army into 
three bodies, and fell upon the backs of their enemies. But 
when Timotheus's men perceived that it was Maccabeus that 
was upon them, of both whose courage and good success in 
war they had formerly had sufficient experience, they were put 
to flight; but Judas followed them with his army, and slew 
€ibout eight thousand of them. He then turned aside to a. city 
of the foreigners called Malle, and took it, and slew all the 
males, and burnt the city itself. He then removed from thence, 
and overthrew Caspeom and Bosor, and many other cities of 
the land of Gilead. 

4. But not long after this Timotheus prepared a great army, 
^nd took many others as auxiliaries, and induced some of the 
Arabians, by the promise of rewards, to go with him in this ex- 
pedition, and came with his army beyond the brook, over against 
the city Raphon; and he encouraged his soldiers, if it came to 
a battle with the Jews, to fight courageously, and to hinder 
their passing over the brook; for he said to them beforehand, 
that ^' if they come over it, we shall be beaten." And when 
Judas heard that Timotheus prepared himself to fight, he took 
all his own army, and went in haste against Timotheus his 
enemy; and when he had passed qver the brook, he fell upon 
his enemies, and some of them met him, whom he slew, and 
others of them he so terrified that he compelled them to throw 
down their arms, and fly; and some of these escaped, but some 
of them fled to what was called the temple of Camaim, and 
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hoped thtreliy to preterve theioaeivei; km Jydifl took tke oty, 
and slew tbm» and buraod the teoiplo, tod aoufod levend wayo 
of destroying bis enemies. 

5. When he hed dqoe this, he gathered the Jews together, 
with their childrea and wives, and the substance that belonged 
to theniy aOd was going to bring them back into Judea. Birt 

.as soon as he was come to a certain city, whose name was 
EphraOf that lay upon the road (and as it was not poeaUde foi 
him to go any other way, so he was not willing to go buck egiun), 
be then sent .to the inhabitants, and desired that they would open 
their gates and *pernut them to go on their way through die cit?^, 
for they had etopped up the gates with stones^ and cut oS their 
passage through it. And when the inhabitants of JEphnm 
would not agree to this proposal, he encouraged dioae that were 
with him, and encompassed the city ronnd, and besieged it, and 
lyii^ round it l^ day and by night, took the city, and slew every 
male in it, and burnt it jill dawn, and so obtained a way through 
it; and the multitude of those that were slain was so great that 
tliey went over the dead bodies. So they came over Jordan, nod 
arrived 9t the jgreat plain, over againat which is sitiiate the. city 
Bothshan, which is called by the Greeks Scythopolu** And 
going away hastily from thence, they came into Judes, Singing 
psalms and hymns as they went, and indulging such tokens of 
mirth as are usual in triumphs upon victory* They also offered 
thauk^oflEerings, both for their good success and for die preaer'- 
vaticm of their army, for not one of the Jews was slain in these 
battlesf. 

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zechariaa, and Azarias, whom 
Judas left generals [of the rest of the forces], at the same time 
when Simon was in Galilee, fighting against, the people of Pto^ 
lemais, and Judas hknself and bis brother Jonathan wens in the 
land of Gilead, did these men also affect the glory of being 
coun^oas generals in war, in order whereto they took the army 
that was under their command, and came to Jamaia. Tkene 
Goigias, the general of the forces of J;smoia, met them; and 
upon joining battle widi him, they lost two thousand of their 
army, and fted away, and were pursued to the very bonders oif 
Judea j:. And this misfortune befisll them by their disobedienoe 

• The reasoQ why Bethshao was called Sc^hopoUa Is well known from 
Herodotus, B. i. p. 105, and Syneetius, p. SI 4, that the Scythians, when they 
aTorian Asia, «a the days of ^osiah, aelsed on this c^y, and hept It as ioof as 
they continued in Ada, from which time it retained the name, of S<ytAopAti«,4ir 
ih€ cUy Qfth» Scythiam. 

f This most providential preserralion of aU the reKgioas Jews in this expedl* 
tioa, which was aococdjiaK to the will of Clod, is ohservable often asMagCMis 
people, the Jewsi and somewhat very lilce it in the changes of the fonr monar- 
chies, which were also providential. See Prideanx, at the years SS 1 ,S3S, and SS4. 

t Here is another great instance of Providence, that when, even at the very 
tiaie that Sinon and Judas 'and Jonathas wece so miracsloiuly pitseryedt and 
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16 what i^iMCtioM Judas had givw them, *^ Not to fig^it with 
any ooe befino hb retaro." For, beiklas the rest of Judas's 
sftgaciaas couoseby one may well wonder at tbis oonceming the 
vbforHme that befell the forces commanded by Joseph and Aza« 
nasy which be understood would happen^ if they broke any of 
the injttoettaus he had gii^eo them. But Judas and his brelhreo 
M not leave off ligbtiog wkh die Idttmeaos^ but pressed upoa 
^them oB all sides, and took from them the city of Hebroo, and 
demolished all its forttficationsy and set its towers on fire, and 
burnt the country of the foreigners, and the city Marissa* 
They came abo to Ashdod, and took it, and lud it waste, aad 
took away a great deal of the spoils ajsd pfey that were in it, 
and returned to Judea. 



CHAP. IX. 



Concerning the Death of Antkchms Eptphanet. Hew Antio^ 
eku^ Eupator Jimght agaimt Judeu, and beti^ed him in the 
Temple, and tyierwardi made Peace iriih Atm, and deparUd. 
Of Aldmm and Onias. 

% 1. About this thne it was that king Antiochus, as he was go* 
ing over the upper countries, heard that there was a very rich city 
in Persia, called Elymais, and therein a very rich temple of 
Diana, and that it was full of all sorts of donations dedicated to 
it; as also weapons and breastplates, which, upon inauiry, he 
found had been left there by Alexander, the son of Philip, king 
of Macedonia. And being incited by these motives, he went 
in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it, and besieged it. But as 
those that were in it were not terrified at his assault, nor at his 
siege^ but opposed him very courageously, he was beaten off his 
hopes; for they drove him away from the city, and went out and 
pursued after him, insomuch that he fled away as far as Babylon, 
and lost a great many of his army. And when he was grieving 
for this disappointment, some persons told him of the defeat of 
his commanders whom he had left behind him to fight against 
Judea, and what strength the Jews had already gotten. When 
this concern about these affairs was added to the former, he was 
confounded, and by the anxiety he was in fell into a distemper, 
which as it lasted a great while, and as hispaiits increased upon 
him, so he at length perceived he should die in a little time : so 
he called his friends to him, and told them that his distemper 
was severe upon him, and confessed withal that his calamity was 

blcawd, in the juit defence of their laws and religion, these other generals of the 
Jews, who went to fight for hononr, in a vainglorious way, and witbput any com- 
mission from God, or the family he had raised up to deliver them, were misera- 
bly disappoinmd and defeated. See 1 Maccab.v. 61, 62. 
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sent opon \Am for the miseries he had brought upon the Jewish 
nation, while he plundered their temple and contemned their 
God; and when he had said this, he gave up the ghost. Whence 
one may wonder at Poljbius of Megalopolis, who, though other- 
wise a good man, yet saith, that *^ Antiochus died because he 
had a purpose to plunder the temple of Diana in Persia;" for 
the purposing to do a thing, but not actually doing it, is not 
worthy of punishment*'. But if Polybius could think that An- 
tiochus thus lost his life on that account, it is much more proba- 
ble that this king died on account of his sacrilegious plundering of 
the temple at Jerusalem. But we will not contend about this 
matter, with those who may think that the cause assigned by this 
Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the truth than mat i»signed 
by us. 

2. However, Antiochus, before he died, called for Philip, who 
was was one of his companions, and made him the guardian of 
his kingdom; and gave him his diadem, and his garment, and his 
ring, and charged him to carry them, and deliver them to his son 
Antiochus ; and desired him to take care of his education, and 
to preserve the kingdom for himf. This Antiochus died in the 
hundred and forty-ninth year. But it was Lysias that declared 
his death to the multitude, and appointed his son Antiochus to 
be king (of whom at present he had the care), and called him 
Eupator. 

3. At that time it was that the garrison in the citadel at Jeru- 
salem, with the Jewish runagades, did a great deal of harm to 
the Jews ; for the soldiers that were in that garrison rushed out 
upon the sudden^ and destroyed such as were going up to the 
temple in* order to offer their sacrifices; for this citadel adjoined 
to and overlooked the temple. When these misfortunes had often 
happened to them, Judas resolved to destroy that garrison; 
whereupon he got all the people together, and vigorously be- 
sieged those that were in the citadel. This was in the hundred 
and fiftieth year of the dominion of the SeleucidaE;. So he made 
engines of war, and erected bulwarks, and very zealously pressed 
on to take the citadel : but there were not a few of the runagades 
who were in the place, that went out by night into the country, 

* Since St Paul, a Pharisee, confesses, ttiat he had not knopm concmpiaeencej 
or dmres^ to be sinfnl, bad not the tenth coromaodmeot said. Thou thaUnotcovet^ 
Rom. vii. 7, the case seems to have been much the same with our Josephus, who 
was of the same sect, that he Had not a deep sense of the greatness of any sins 
tliat proceeded no farther than the intention. However, since Josephus speaks 
here properly of the punishment of death, which is not inflicted by any law either 
of God or man for the bare intention, his words need not be strained to mean,, 
that sins intended, but not executed, were no sins at all. 

f No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus Eupator as young, and 
wanting tuition, when he came to the crown, since Appian informs us, Syriac^ 
p. 177, that he was then but nine years old. * 
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and got tcq^her some other wicked men liice themselves, and 
went to Antiochus the king, and desired of htm that ^^ he would 
not suffer them to be neglected, under the great hardships that 
lay upon them from those of their own nation, and this because 
4heir sufferings were occasioned on his father's account, while 
they left the religious worship of their fathers, and preferred that 
^hich he had commanded them to follow : that there was danger 
Jest the citadel and those appointed to garrison it by the king, 
should be. taken by Judas and those that were with him, unless 
he would send them succours." When Antiochus, who was 
but a child, heard this, he was angry, and sent for his captains, 
and his friends, and gave order that they should get au army of 
'mercenaries together, with such men also of his own kingdom as 
were of an age fit for war. Accordingly an army was collected of 
about a hundred thousand footmen, and twenty thousand horse- 
men, and thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched hastily out of 
Antioch, with Lysias, who had the command of the whole; and 
came to Idumea, and thence went up to the city Bethsura, a 
city that w$is strong, and not to be taken without great difficulty : 
he set about this city, and besieged it. And while the inhabi- 
tants of Bethsura courageously opposed him, and sallied out 
upon him, and burnt the engines of war, a great deal of time 
was spent in the siege. But when Judas heard of the king's 
coming, he raised the siege of the citadel, and met the king, and 
pitched his camp in certain straits, at a place called Bethza^ 
ckariah, at the distance of seventy furlongs from the enemy; but 
the king soon drew his forces from Bethsura, and brought them 
to those straits. And as soon as it was day he put his men in 
battle-array, and made his elephants follow one another through 
the narrow passes, because they could not be set sideways one 
by another. Now round about every elephant there were a 
thousand footmen, and five hundred horsemen. The elephants 
also had high towers [upon their backs], and archers [in them]. 
And he also made the rest of his army to go up the mountains, 
and put his friends before the rest; and gave orders for the army 
to shout aloud, and so he attacked the enemy. He also exposed 
to sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glorious splen- 
dour was sent from them ; and when they shouted, the mountains 
echoed again. When Judas saw this, he was not terrified, but 
received the enemy with great courage, and slew about six hun- 
dred of the first ranks. But when his brother Eleazar, whom 
they called Auran, saw the tallest of all the elephants, armed 
with royal breast-plates, and supposed that the king was upon 
him, he attacked him with great quickness and bravery. He 
also slew many of those that were about the elephant, and scat- 
tered the rest, and then went under the belly of the elephant, and 
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SBi^te him, aad slew bim: 00 the deplniit fett mpm Sleazar, 
and by his weigfait crushed him to cteath. And (has did this man 
come to hk end, when he had first coaisgeottsly dealiojed many 
of his enemies. 

5. But Judasi seeing the strength of the enemy, retired to 
Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As for Antiochus, 
he sent part of his army to Bethsnra, to beside it, and with the 
rest of his array he came agaaMl Jemsdem; but the inhabitants 
of Bethsura wese terrified at his strength, and seeing, that their 
provisi^ms grew scarce, they delivered themselvea up on At 
secarity of oaths, dMrt they should suffer 00 hard treatment from 
the king.. And when Antioehjis bad thns taken die dty, he did 
them no other barm than aeoding them out naked. He also 
placed a garrison of his own in the city. Bnt as for the temple 
of Jerusalem^ he lay at its siege a long time, while they within 
bravely defended it; for what engines soever tbe king sent against 
tbem, they set odier engines again to* oppose diem. Bat then 
their provisions failed them; what fruits of the ground they 
had laid up wene spent, and die land, not being ploughed tbu 
year, contioued unsowed, because it was the seventh year, on 
which by our laws we are obUged to let it lie uncultivated. Andi» 
withal, so many of the besieged ran away for want of neoessa* 
ries, that but a few only were left in the tmnple. 

6. And theae hapf>ened to be the circumstances of such as 
were besieged hh the temple. But then, becat^e Lysias the 
general of the army, and Antiochus the kmg, were informed that 
Philip was coming upon them out of Persia, and was endea- 
vouring to get tbe management of public affairs to himself, they 
came into ^se sentiments^ to leave the siege, and to make haste 
to go aginnst Philip; yet did they resolve not to let this be 
known to4he soldiers or to the officers: but the king commanded 
Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers and the officers, without 
saying a word abot^ the business of Philip; and to intimate to 
them, that the siege would be very long, that the place was very 
strong, that they were already m want of provisions, tibat many 
affairs of ^ kingdom wmted regulation, and that it was much 
better to make a Teagne with the besieged, and to become friends 
to their whole nation, by permitting tl^m to observe the laws of 
tbeir fathers,^ while th^ broke out into this war only because they 
were deprived of them, and so to depart home. When Lysias 
had discoursed thus to them, both tbe army and the officers were 
pleased with this resolution. 

7. Accordingly the king sent to Judas, and to diose that were 
besieged with him, and promised to give them peace, and to per« 
mit them to make use of, and live accin-ding to, the laws of their 
fathers. And they gladly received his proposals: and when they 
had gained security upon oath for their performance, they went 
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ont of the temple. But tifaen Antiochin oaoie krtiy it^ tmd mm 
how strong die place was^ he brails htt ciallts^ bmI ordiered hig 
tomy that was there to pluck down the walls to the ground ; and 
when he had so done, he returned to Afitiocfa : be also carried 
with htm Oniasthe high priest, who was also edied Mmnla^ms; 
for Lytaas adf ised the kir^ to sky Menebms, if he would hav« 
the Jews be quiet, and cause him no farther disturbanee, for that 
this nsan was the or^in of all the misehief the Jews had done 
them, by permadinff his fiilher to compel the Jews to leave the 
ieli|;ion of their lathers. So the king sent Menelans to Be^a, 
A city of Syria, and there had him put to death, when he had 
been high priest ten years. He bad been a wicked and an imh 
pioos man; and, in order to get the govermnent to bimself, had 
compelled his nation to transgress their own laws. After the 
death of Menelans, Alcimus, who was also called Jaeimusy was 
made high priest. Bat when king Antioehus fomid that Philip 
had already possessed himself of the government, he made war 
against him, and subdued him, and took him, and slew htm, 
N4)w, as to Onias, the sen of the high priest, who, as we before 
informed you, was left a child whm bis £ither died, when he 
saw that die king had slain bis nnde Mendans, and given the 
high priesfliood to Alctmus, who was not of die high priest 
stock, but as induced by Lysias to translate that dignity from 
diis family to anodier house, be fled to Ptoiemy, kmg of Egypt; 
and when he found he was in great esteem with him, and with 
Ins wife Cleopatra, be desired and obtained a ptace in the No- 
mus of Helii^Iis, wherein he built a temple like to that of Je- 
rusalem, of which, therefore, we shall hereafter give an account, 
in a place none proper for it. 



CHAP. X. 

How BacchideSf the General of Demetrius's Army^ made am 
Expedition iigainst Judm^ and returned without Success ; 
and how Nicanor was sent a little Time afterward against 
JudaSf and perished^ together with his Army : as abo comers 
ing the Death ofAkimus^ and the Suceesnon of Judas. 

% 1. About the same time, Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, "fted 
away from Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and set the 
diadem on his own head. He also gathered certain mercenary 
soldiers together, and entered into his kingdom, and was joyfully 
received by all who delivered themselves up to him. And when 
they had taken AnUocbus the king, and Lysias, they brought 
them to him alive ; both which were immediately put to death by 
the command of Demetrius, when Antioehus had reigned two 
years, as we have already elsewhere related. But there were now 
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Quuiy of the wicked Jewish runagades that came togedier to him, 
aod with them Alcimus the high priest^ who accused the whole 
natiopy and particularly Judas and his brethren ; and said that 
^' they had slain all his friends^ and that those in his kingdom 
that were of his party, and waited for his return, were by them 
put to death; that these men had ejected them out of their own 
country, and caused them to be sojourners in a foreign land ; 
and they desired that he would send some one of his own friends, 
and know from him what mischief Judas's party had done." 

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Bacchides^ a 
friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a good man *, and one that had 
been intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him an army, 
and committed Aldmus the high priest to his care^ and gave 
him charge, to slay Judas, and those that were with him. So 
Bacchides made haste, and went out of Antioch with his armyf 
and when he was come into Judea, he soit to Judas and his 
hcethren, to discourse wilh them about a league of friendship and 
peace, for he had a mind to take him by treachery ; but Judas 
did not give credit to him, for he saw that he came with so 
great an army as men do not bring when they come to make 
peace, but to make war. However, some of the people acqui* 
esced in what Bacchides caused to be proclaimed ; and supposing 
they should undergo no considerable harm from Alcimus, who 
was their countrymen, they went over to them ; and when they 
bad received oaths from both of them, that neither they them- 
selves nor those of the same sentiments should come to any 
harm, they entrusted themselves with them. But Bacchides 
troubled not himself about the oaths he had taken, and 'slew 
threescore of them, although by not keeping his faith with those 
that first went over, he deterred all the rest, who had intentions 
to go over to him, from doing it. But as he was gone out of Je- 
rusalem, and was at the village called Bethzetho, he sent out, and 
caught many of the deserters, and some of the people also,, and 
slew them all : and enjoined all that lived in the country to sub- 
mit to Alcimus. So he left him there, with some part of the 
army, that he might have wherewith to keep the country in obe- 
dience, and returned to Antioch, to king Demetrius. 

S. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominion more firmly 
assured to him : and understanding, that if he could bring it about 
that the multitude should be his friends, he should govern with 
greater security, he spake kind words to them all, and discoursed 
to each of them after an agreeable and pleasant manner, by which 

* It is no way probable that Josepbus would call Bacchides, that bitter and 
bloody enemy of the Jews» as our present copies have it, a man good, or kind 
and gentle. What the author of the first book of Maccabees, whom Josephus here 
follows, instead of that character, says of him is, that he was a great man in the 
kingdom, and faithful to the king ; which was very probably Josepbu8*s meaning 
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means he quickly had a great body of men and an army about 
him, although the greater part 'of diem were of the wicked and 
the deserters. With these, whom he used as his servants and sol- 
diers, he went all over the country, and slew all that he could find 
of Judas's party. But when Judas saw that Alcimus was already 
become great, and had destroyed many of the good and holy 
men of the country, he also went all over the country, and de* 
stroyed those that were of the other's party. But when Alcimus 
saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, nor was equal to him 
in strength, he resolved to apply himself to king Demetrius for 
his assistance : so he came to Antioch, and irritated him against 
Judas, and accused him, alleging that he had undergone a great 
many miseries Jt>y his means, and that he would do more mischief 
unless he were prevented, and brought to punishment, which 
must be done by sending a powerful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion that it would be a 
thing pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judas, now he was 
becoming so great, sent against him Nicanor, the most kind atiil 
most faithful of all his friends ; for he it was who fled away with 
' him from the city of Rome. He also gave him as many forces 
as he thought sufficient for him to conquer Judas withal, and bid 
him not to spare the nation at all. When Nicanor was come to 
Jerusalem, he did not resolve to fight Judas immediately, but 
j^udged it better to get him into his power by treachery ; so he 
sent him a messi^e of peace, and said, *^ there wai no manner 
of necessity, for them to. fight and hazard themselves; and that 
he would give him his oath that he would do him no harm, for 
that he only came with some friends in order to let him know 
what king Demetrius's intentions were, and what opinion he bad 
of their nation/' When Nicanor had delivered this message, 
Judas and his brethren complied with him, and suspecting no 
deceit, they gave him assurances of friendship, and received 
Nicanor and his army ; but while he was saluting Judas, and 
they were talking together, he gave a certain signal to his own 
soldiers, upon which they were to seize upon Judas ; but he per* 
ceived the treachery, and ran back to his own soldiers, and fled 
away with them. So upon this discovery of his purpose, and of 
the snares laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open war 
with him, and gathered his army together, and prepared for fight** 
ing him ; and upon joining battle with him at a certain village 
called Capharsalama, he beat Judas'*^, andforced him to fly to 
that citadel which was at Jerusalem. 

* Jo8ephiiB*8 copies must have been corrnpted when they here give victory to 
If icanor, contrary to the words following, which imply that he who was beaten 
fled into the dtadety which for certain belonged to the city of David, or to Mount 
Zion, and was in the possession of N icanor*s garrison, and not of Judas*s :. as also 
it is contrary to the express words of Josephns's original author, 1 Maccab. vii, 
32, who says, that Nicanor lost about 5000 men, and fled to the city of Davidt 
VOL. n. W 
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. , 5. And whied NkuHuot catee (toim Croia the citod^ inlQ ihe 
templ^ji some of, the pm»t» und elders met bim, and sakited btm, 
{^id showed him the sacrifioes nvhkh they said thej offered to 
God foi" tb« king ; upon which he blasphemed, and threatened 
them, that unieas the people would deliver up Judas to him, 
upon his. return he would pull down their temple. And when 
he had thus threatened theaa, he departed from Jerusalem. But 
the priests fell into tears out of grief at what he had said, and he* 
fought God to deliver them from their enemies* But now for 
Nicanor^ when he was gone out of Jerusalem, and was at a oer* 
tain village called Bethoron, he there pitched his camp, another 
army out of Syria having joined him. And Judas pitched his 
^amp at Adasa, another village, which was llurty furloaga distant 
from Bethoron, having no more than one thousand s<Miers. 
And when he had encouraged ti^m not to be dismayed ^t the 
multitude of dieir enemies, nor to regard how muiy they were 
against whom they were going to fight, but to conuder who thej 
themselves were^ and for what great rewards they hazarded theBi«> 
selves, and to attack the enemy courageously, he led them out to 
fight, and^ i^Huing battle with Nicanor, which proved to be a 
severe one, be overcame the enemy, and slew numy of them ; and 
at last Nicanor himself, as he was fighting gloriously, fell. Upon 
whose fall the army did not stay, but when they had lost their 
general they were put to flight, and threw down their arms : Ju^ 
das also pursued Uiem and slew them^ and gave notice, by the 
sound of the trumpets, to the neighbouring villages, that he had 
conquered the enemy; which when the inhabitants heard, they 
put on their armour hastily^ and met their enemies in the face as 
they were running away, and slew them, insomuch that not one 
of them escaped out of this battle, and were in number nine 
thousand. This victory happened to fall on the thirteenth day 
of that month which by the Jews is odled Adar^ and by the Ma- 
cedonians Dystrus ; and the Jews thereon celebrate this victory 
every year, and esteem it as a festival day. After which the 
JcMfish nation were, for a while, free from wars, and enjoyed 
peace ; but afterward they returned into their former state of 
wars and hazards. 

6. But now as the high priest Alcimus was resolving to puH 
down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been there of old 
time, and had been built by the holy prophets^ he was smitten 
suddenly by God, and fell down. This stroke made him fall 
down speechless upon the. ground; and undergoing twrnents 
for many days, he at length died *, when he had been high priest 

* This account of the miserable death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the wicked high 
priest (the first that was not of the family of the high priests, and made by a vile 
heathen, Lysias), before the death of Jadas, and of Judas*s succession to him as 
high priest, both here and at the conclusion of this book, directly contradicts 
1 Maccab.iz. 54 — 57, which places his death after the death of ^ Judas, and sayt 
not a syllable of the high priesthood of Judas. 
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four yem. And when tie wait dbad^ %Iie people beetoired the 
bigh priesthocMi on JudM : who heasing of the pow^ of the Rp- 
loansy and that they had ccMiquered in vmt Galaliay and Iberia, 
and Carthage, and Libya ; aad that, besides these^ they fa^d sub- 
dued Greece, and vtheir kings, Perseus, and Philip, and Antior 
chus the Great also''^, he resolved to enter into a league of 
friendship with them* He therefore sent to Rome soipe of his 
friends, Eupolemus the son of Jodw, and Jason the son of £ka^ 
zar, and by them desired the Romans that they would assist 
them, and be their friends, and would write to Desietrius that he 
would not fight against the Jews, So the senate rec<sived the 
ambassadors that came to Rome from Judas, and discoursed 
with them about the ensind on which they came, and th^n grant- 
ed them a league of assistance. They also made a decree con^ 
ceming it, and sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up 
in ihe capital, and engraven in brass. The decree itself was 
this : ^< The decree of the senate concerning a league of assists 
anoe and friendship with the nation of the Jews. It shall not 
be lawful for any diat are subject to the Romans to make war 
with the nation of the Jews^ nor to assist those that do so, eitheir 
by sending them com, or ships, or money ; and if any attack be 
niade upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist dnem, as far as 
they are able; and again, if any attack be made upon the Rof 
mans, the Jews shall assist them. And if the Jews have a mind 
to add to, or to take away any thing from this league of assists 
ance, that shall be done with the common consent of the Ror 
mans. And whatsoever addition shall thus be made, it shall be 
of force," This decree was written by Eupolemus the son of 
John, and by Jason the son of Eleazart^ when Judas was high 
priest of the nation, and Simon his brother was general of the 
army. And this was die ikst lei^ue that the Romans made 
with the Jew% and was managed after diis manner. 



CHAP. XI- 

That Bacchides was again sent out agaimt Judas; and how 

Judas fell as he was courageously Jighting. 
§ 1. But when Demetrius was infomied of the death of Nica* 
nor, and of the destruction of the army that was with him, be 
sent Bacchides again with an army into Judea, who marched 

* How weU the Roman Mstorics agree to this account of the conquests and 
pofferfnl condit^oo of the Itomans at this time, see the oot^s ia Haverqapip*8edi* 
tion ; only, that the number of the senators of Rome was then just 320 is, I think, 
only known from 1 Maccab. viii. 15. 

f This subscription is waoting, 1 Maccab. viii. 17, 89, and must be the wifrds 
of Josephus, who, by mistake, thought, as we have just now seen, that Judas wa« 
at this time high priest, and accordingly then reckoned his brother Jonathan to 
be then general of the army, which yet he seems not to have been till after the 
death of Judas. 

J4 2 
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out of Antiochy and came into Judea, and pitched his camp at 
Arbela, a city of Galilee; and having besieged and taken those 
,tbat were there in caves (for many of the people had fled inio 
such places), he removed, and made all the haste he could to 
Jerusalem. And when he learned that Judas had pitched his 
camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho, he led his 
army against them : they were twenty thousand footmen, and 
two thousand horsemen. Now Judas had no more soldiers than 
one thousand*. When these saw the multitude of Bacchides's 
men, they were afraid, and left their camp, and fled all away, 
excepting eight hundred. Now when Judas was deserted by his 
own soldiers, and the enemy pressed upon him, and gave him no 
time to gather his army together, he was disposed to fight with 
Bacchides's army, though he had but eight hundred men with 
him ; so he exhorted these men to undergo the danger courage* 
ously, and encouraged them to attack the enemy. And wjien 
they said they were not a body sufiicient to fight so great an 
army, and advised that they should retire now, and save them- 
selves, and that when he had gathered his own men together, then 
he should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer was this : 
^^ Let not the sun ever see such a thing that I should show my 
back to the enemy ; and although this l^ the time that will bring 
me to my end, and I must die in this battle, I will rather stand 
to it courageously, and bear whatsoever comes upon me, than, 
by now running away, bring reproach upon my former great ac* 
tions, or tarnish their glory.'' This was the speech he made to 
those that remained with him, whereby he encouraged them to 
attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacchides drew his army out of their camp, and put 
them in array for the battle. He set the horsemen on both the 
wings, and the light soldiers and the archers he placed before the 
whole army, but he was himself on the right wing. And when 
he had thus put his army in order of battle, and was going to 
join battle with the enemy, he commanded the trumpeter to 
give a signal of battle,. and the army to make a shout, and to fall 
on the enemy. And when Judas had done the same, he joined 
battle with them; and as both sides fought valiantly, and the 
battle continued till sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides and the 
strongest part of the army were in the right wing, and thereupon 
took the most courageous men with him, and ran upon that part 
of the army, and fell upon those that were there, and broke their 
ranks, and drove them into the middle, and forced them to run 
aw^ay, and pursued them as far as to a mountain called Aza : 

» That this copy of Josephiu's, as he wrote it, bad here DOt 1000 bat SOOO, 
with 1 Maccab. ix. 5, is very plain, because, though the main part ran away at 
first, eyen in Josephus, as well as. in 1 Maccab. ix. 6, yet, as there, so here, 800 
are said to have remained with Judasi which would be absurd, if the whole num- 
ber had been no more than 1000. 
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but when those of the left wing saw that the right wing was put 
to flight, they encompassed Judas, and pursued him, and came 
behind him, and took him into the middle of their army ; so 
being not able to fly, but encompassed round about widi ene- 
mies, he stood stilly and he and those that were with him fought; 
and when he had slain a great many of those that came against 
bim, he at last was himself wounded, and fell^ and gave up the 

5ho8t» and died in a way like to his former famous actions. When 
ndas was dead, those that were with him had no one whom 
they could regard [as their commander], 'but when they saw 
themselves deprived of such a general, they fled. But Simon 
and Jonathan, Judas's brethren, received his dead body by a treaty 
from the enemy, and carried it to the village Modin, where their 
father had been buried, and there buried him ; while the multi- 
tude lamented him many days, and performed the usual solemn 
rites of a funeral to him. And this was the end that Judas came 
to. He had been a man of valour and a great warrior, and mind- 
ful of the commands of their father Mattathias ; and had under- 
gone all difficulties, both in doing and suffering, for the liberty of 
his countrymen. And when his character was so excellent [while 
he was alive], he left behind him a glorious reputation and me- 
morial, by gaining freedom for his nation, and delivering them 
from slavery under the Macedonians. And when he had retained 
the high priesthood three years, he died. 



BOOK xm. 



CONTAININO THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTY-TWO YEARS. 

;fftom tbt Seatjft of %utni% 0iHtAm%, to tj^t Statjft of Aatm 



CHAP. I- 

How Jonathan took the Government after his Brother Judas ; 
and how he, together TSfUh his Brother Simon, waged War 
against BacchiSes. 

^ 1. By what means the nation of the Jews recovered their 
freedom when they had been brought into slavei^ by the Ma- 
cedonians, and what struggles, and how great battles Judas the 
general of their army ran through, till he was slain as he was 
fighting for them^ hath been related in the foregoing book ; but 
after he was dead, all the wicked, and those that transgressed the 
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laws of their toreh^rh, Sprang up t^Bin iti Jifdea^ tvd gm# 
upon thenij and distressed them oil every side. A fHiniiie alsd 
assisted their wickedness, add affiicted the country^ till not ft 
few, Mvho by reason of their want of necessaries, And because 
they were not able to bear up against the miseries thit both the 
fcmine and their enemies broughtupon tbetti, deserted their coun^ 
try, and went to the Macedonians* And now Bacehides ga<» 
thered those Jews together ^rho had apostdti2ed from the accuir^ 
tomed way of living of their forefathers, and chose to live like 
their neiglibodrs, fimd committed the care of the country to them { 
who also caught the fridnds of Judas, and those of his party> 
and delivered them up to Bacchides, who When he had,iii the mt 
placts, tortured add tormented them at bis pleasure, he by that 
m^ans at length killed them. And when this calamity of th^ 
Jewi.was become so great aft they had never had eitperience of 
the like since their return out of Babylon, those that remained 
df the companions of Judas, seeing that the nation was ready 
to be destroyed after a tniserabie maniler> came to his brothef 
Jonath«m, and desired hfan that he would imitate his brother^ and 
Aat care which he took of his l;oantrymen, for whose liberty in 
general he died also ; and &at he would not pei-mit the natiod 
to b« without a governor, especially in those d^tntctive clrcam«- 
kances wherein it now was. And when Jonathan said that b^ 
was ready to die for them, and was indeed esteemed no way in- 
ferior to his brother, he was appointed to be the general of the 
Jewish army. 

£. When Bacchides heard this, and was afraid that Jonathan 
might be very troublesome to the king and the Macedonians, as 
Judas had been before him, he sought how he might slay him by 
treachery ; but this intention of his was not unknown to Jona- 
than, nor to his brother Simon ; but when these two were ap-> 
prized of it^ they took all their companions, and presently fled 
into that wilderness which was nearest to the city ; and when 
thfey W€fre cOme to the lake called Asphaty they abode th^e. 
But when Bacchides was sensible that they were in a low state, 
and were in that place, he hasted to fall upon them with all his 
forces, and pitching his camp beyond Jordan, he recruited his 
army. But when Jonathan knew that Bacchides was coming 
upon him, he sent his brother John, who was also called Gad- 
dh. to the Nabatean Arabs, that he might lodge his baggage 
Widl them tintil the battle with Bacchides should be over, for 
they were the Jews' friends. And the sons of Ambri laid an 
«mbuSh for John, fi^m lh6 city Medaba^ and sei»§d upob Mm', 
and upon those that Were With him, ahd plundered alt that they 
had with tfaetti; they also sl(9W John, and all his compamons^ 
However, they were suflBciently punished for what they now did 
by John's bredireUj as We shall relate pl-esetitly. 

a But wheil fiatdudes kneW that Jonathan had pitched bis 
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euxkp Mfebng tira lakciB of Jordan, be dbser^ed wfaen ttidr sob^ 
iMidi-day ciflM, snd thin assavbvd Uniy as 9uppo8mg that he 
ivouid not %bt betauae of the law [fer itestiog on that day]. 
But lie eshoited his companionB {to fight] ; and uAd them that 
liutk Imsif effe at stake, since they were eneomjpassad by the river 
afnd by tfaeir enemieSy lind had no way Ibo esc»pe; for that Aew 
etaemies pressed upon tbeas before, end the Hirer was behind 
them. So, after he bad pmyed t» €kod to give then the victory^ 
he joined battle with the enemy, of wliotti he overthrew mdny ; 
and as he saw Baechidee ooming up boldly ^lo him, he stretched 
ool his r^t band to smite bim, but the other foreseeing and 
avoiding die stroke, Jonathan, with his conpanions, leaped into 
the river, and swem over it, and by that means escaped beyond 
Jordan, while the enemy did not pass over that river ; but Bac* 
chides illumed presently to the citadel at Jerasalem, having lost 
about two tbonsMid of bis army. He also fortified many cities 
of Judea, wbose walk had been demolished, Jericho, and Em* 
nnos, add Bedioreii, and Bediel, and Timna, and Pharatho, 
and Teeoa, and Gazara, and built towers in eveiy one of these 
eities, and encompassed them with stvong walls, that v^re very 
large also, and put garrisons mto them, Aat they might issiie out 
of ihem, and do mischief to the Jews. He dso fortified the cita^ 
dd aJt Jerusalem mone than all the rest. Moveoi^rer he took the 
eesisof the principal J^ws as pledges,* and shut tbehh up in the 
citadel, and in thftt manner guarded it. 

4. About the salne time, one came to Jonalkan, asid to Ins 
brother Simon, and told them, that die sons of Atnini were cele» 
braling a marris^, and bringing the bride from Ike city Gaba«' 
tfaa, <v^ was the daughter of one of the illnsti^ions men among . 
ike Arabians, and that the daiasi&l was to be conducted with 
pomp and splendour, and much riches. So Jonathan and Si» 
mon thinking this appeared to be Ae fittest time for ibem to 
avenge the cteath of their brother, and that they had forces suf'- 
fideot for receiving satisfaction from them for his <iealii, they 
made haste to M^aba, and lay in wait among the Imountains 
for the ooming of their enemies ; and as soon as they saw them 
^umdttcting the vii^in, and her bridegroom, and euoh a great 
compmiy of their friends vditk them as was to be expected at this 
wedding, they saliied out of. their ambush, and slew them aU> 
and took their ornaments, and all the prey that then f^lowed 
Jhem; and so returned, and haieived diis satigfacl3on for their 
brother John from the sons of Amfcri; for as well those sons 
themselves, as iheir friends, and wi^s, and children^ that fol- 
lowed tbem, perished, being in number about fourfbandred. 

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to the lakes of the 
river^ and abode diere. But Bac<$hides, when he had seemred 
^11 Jndea, ivith his garrisons, returned to the king; and ikm «t 
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was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for twayeitrs« But when* 
the deserters and die wicked saw that. Jonathan and those that 
were with him lived in the country very qui^y, by reason of the 
peace^ they sent to kmg Demetrius, and excited him to send Bac* 
chides to seize upon Jonathan, which they said was to be done 
without any trouble^ and in one night's time ; and that if they, 
fell upon them before they were aware, they might slay them' all. 
So the kins sent Bacchides, wBo, when he was come into Judea, 
wrote to allhis friends, both Jews and auxiliaries, that they should 
seize upon Jonathan, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all 
their endeavours, they were not able to seize upon Jonathan, for 
he was sensible of the snares they laid for him, and very.care^ 
fully guarded against them, Bacchides was angry at these deser-^ 
ters, as having imposed upon him and. upon £e king, and slew 
fifty of their leaders ; whereupon Jonathan, with bis brother^ 
and those that were with him, retired to Bethagla, a village tbat 
lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of Bacchides. ' He also 
built towers in it, and encompassed it with walls, and took care 
that it should be safely guarded. Upon the hearing of which, 
Bacchides led his own army along with him, and, besides, took 
his Jewish auxiliaries, and came against Jonathan, and made an 
assault upon his fortifications, and besieged him many days ; but 
Jonathan did not abate of bis courage at the zeal Bacchides 
showed in the siege, but courageously opposed him ; and while 
he left his brother Simon in the city, to fight with Bacchides^ 
he went privately out himself into the country, and got a great 
body of men together of his own party, and fell upon Bac* 
chides^s camp in the night time, and destroyed a great many of 
them. His orother Simon knew also of diis his falling upon 
them, because he perceived that the enemies were slain by him ; 
so he sallied out upon thetsi^iind burnt the engines which the 
Macedonians used, and mkde^t great slaughter of them. And 
when Bacchides saw himself • encompassed with enemies, and 
some of them before and some behind him, he fell into despair 
and trouble of mind, as confounded at the unexpected ill success 
of this siege. . However, he vented his displeasure at these mis^ 
fortunes upon those deserters who sent for him from the king, 
as having deluded him. So he had a mind to finish this siege 
after a decent manner, if it were possible for him sp to do, and 
then to return home. 

6. When Jonathan underst^id these his intentions, he sent 
ambassadors to him, about a league of friendship and mutual 
assistance, and that tbey might restore those they had taken cap* 
tive on both sides. So Bacchides thought this a pretty decent 
way of retiring home, and made a league of friendship with 
Jonathan, when they sware that they would not any more make 
war one against an<^er. Accordingly he restored the captives. 
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and took his own men with him, and returned to the king to 
Antioch ; and after this his departare, he never came into Jadea 
again. Then did Jonathan take the opportunity of this quiet 
state of things, and went and lived in the city Michmash ; and 
there governed the multitude, and punished the wicked and 
ungodly, and by that means purged the nation of them. 



CHAP. II. 

How Alexander [Bald]y in his War with Demetrius, granted 
Jonathan many Advantages^ and appointed him to be High 
Priest, and persttaded him to assist him, although Demetrius 
promised him greater Advantages on the other Si3e. Con^ 
ceming the Death of Demetrius. 

§ 1. Now, in the hundred and sixtieth year, it fell out that 
Alexander, the son of Antiochus Epiphanes"^, came up into 
Syria^ and took Ptolemais, the soldiers within having betrayed 
It to him, for they were at enmity with Demetrius, on account 
of his insolence and difficulty of access ; for he shut himself up 
in a palace of his that had four towers, which he had built him- 
self, not far from Antioch, and admitted nobody. He was 
withal slothful and negligent about the public affairs, whereby 
the hatred of his subjects was the more kindled against him, as 
we have elsewhere already related. When, therefore, Deme- 
trius heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais, he took his whole 
army, and led it against him : he also sent ambassadors to Jona- 
than, about a league of mutual assbtance and friendship,, for he 
resolved to be beforehand with Alexander, lest the other should 
treat with him first, and gain assistance from him: and this he 
did out of the fear he had, lest Jonathan should remember how 
ill Demetrius had formerly treated him, and should join with 
him in this war against him. He therefore gave orders that 
Jonathan should be allowed to raise an army, and should get 
armour made, and should receive back those hostages of the 
Jewish nation whom Bacchides had shut up in the citadel of 

* This Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended io be the son of Antiochns 
Epiphanes, and was owned for such by the Jfewe and Romans, and many others, 
and yet u by several historians deemed to be a counterfeit, and of no fomUy at 
all, is, however, by Josephus believed to have been the real son of that Antio- 
chns,' and by him always spoken of accordingly. And truly, since the original 
contemporary and aothentic author of the first book of Maccabees, x. 1, calls 
him by his fotber*8 name Epiphanes, and says he vras the son of Antiochus, I sup- 
pose the other writers, who are all much later, are not to be followed against 
iuch evidence, though perhaps Epiphanes might have him by a woman of no 
family. The king of Egypt also, Philometor, soon gave him his daughter in 
marriage, which lie would hardly have done had he believed him to be a coud- 
terfeil, and of so very mean a birth, as the later historians pretend. 
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Jtgrasalein. WUen this good foiiiln^ had befisdleD Jbtiailiaii^ hj 
ihe coDcession of Detnettias^ he cAme to JeniBateoi, and read 
the king's letter^ in the audieiice of the^eople, abd of those that 
kept the citadel. When these were read, diese wicked n^eo and 
deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly afraid^ upon the 
king^s permission to Jonathan to raise an army^ and to receive 
back the hostages : so he delivered every one of them to his own 
parents. And thus did Jonathan make his abode at Jerusalem, 
renewing the city to a better state, and reforming the buildings 
as he pleased ; for he gave orders that the walls of the city should 
be rebuilt with sqokre atones, that it might be more secure froii^ 
tfaeit enemies. And when those that kept the garrisons that 
were in Judea saw this, they all left them^ and fled to Antioch, 
excepting those that were in the city Bethsura, and those that 
were in the citadel of Jerusalem, for the greater part of these 
was of the wicked Jews and deserters, and on that account these 
<^id not deliver up thfeir garrisons. 

^. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius had made 
Jonathan, attd withal knew his courage, and what great things 
he had done when he fought the Macedonians, and, besides, 
what hardships he had undergone by the means of Demetrius; 
and of Bacchides^ the general of Demetrius's army, he told his 
friends, thsit *' he could not at present find any one else that 
might afford him better assistance than Jonathan, who Was both 
courageous against his enemies "and had a particular hatred 
against Demetrius, as having both suffered many hard things 
from him, and acted many hard things against him. If, there- 
fore, they were of opinion that they should make him their friend 
against l)emetrius, it was more for their advantage to invite him 
to assist him now than at another time.^' It being therefor^ 
determined by him and his friends to send to Jonathan, he wrote 
to hiih this epistle : '' King Alexander to his brother Jonathan 
sendeth greeting : We have lotig ago heard of thy courage am! 
thy fidelity, and for that reason have sent to thee, to make witk 
thee a league of friendship and mutual assistance. We tbcre^ 
fore do ordain thee this day the high priest of the Jews, andlihat 
thou beest called my friend. I have abo sent thee, as presents^ 
a purple robe and a golden crown, and desire that now thou ^rt 
by us honoured, thou wilt in like manner respect us also.'' 

i. When Jtmathan had received this letter, he put on the pcn»- 
tifical robe at the time of the feast of tabernacles, four years after 
the death of his brother Judas'*^, for at that time no high priesl 

* Shite Jotiatban plainly dfd not pat on the pontifical n>b6s tiU toven or eigkt 
yea» after the death of his brotMer Judas, or Bot tUl the feast of tdbcrnades ia 
the hundred and sixtieth of the 8e9eocid«e^ 1 liaceah. x. SI, PettUiB^s emeodo- 
Hon seems here to deserve consideration, who, instead of ^fier four fwrs dnoe 
the death of his brother Jttdasy vfoM faave^us read ani therefore after e^ffft. yeanr 



Digitized by 



Google 



C tf« ANTIQUITieS OP THE JBWS. l^f 

had been madek So be raised great forces, aod had almodance 
of armout got ready. This greatly grieved Demetrius when he 
heard of it, and made him blame himself for his slowness, that 
he had not prevented Alexander, and got the good will of Jona-* 
than, but had given him time so to do. However, he also him- 
self Wrote a letter to Jonathan, and to the people, the contents 
whereof are these : '* King Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the 
nation of the Jews, sendeth greetii^ : Since you have preserved 
your friendship for us^ and when you have been tempted by our 
enemies, you have not joined yourselves to them, I both com* 
mend you for this your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in 
the same disposition, for whic^you shall be repaid, and receive 
rewards from us $ for I will free you from the greatest part of 
the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings my 
predecessors, and to tnyself ; and I do now set you free from 
those tributes which v6u have ever paid ; and, besides, I forgive 
you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns which you 
used to offer to me"^ ; and instead of the third part of the fruits 
[of the field], and the half of the fruits of the trees, I relinquish 
my part of them from this day : and as to the poll-money which 
ought to be given me for every head of the inhabitants of Judea, 
and of the three toparcfaies that adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee, and Perea, that I relinquish to you for this time, an(| 
for all time to come* I will also, that the city of Jerusalem be 
holy and inviolable, and free from the tithe, and from th^ taxes, 
unto its utmost bounds. And I so far recede from my title io 
the citadel as to permit Jonathan your h^h priest to possess it| 
that he tntty place such a garrison in it as be approves of for fide* 
lity and good will to himself, that they may keep it for us. I 
also make free all those Jews who have been made captives and 
slaves in tny kingdom^ I also give order that the beasts of the 
Jews be not pressed for our service : and let th^ Sabbaths^ 
and all their festivals, and three d^ys before each of them, be free 
from any imposition. In the same manner, I set free the Jews 
that are inhabitants in my kiiigdom, and order that no injury be 
done them. I also give leave to such of them as are wuling to 
list tbemsdves in my army, that they may do it, and those as far 
as thirty thousand ; which Jewish soldiers, wheresoever they go^ 
shall have the same pay as my own army hath ; and s(Mne of 
them I will place in my garrisons^ and some as guards about 

Mince the death of his brother Judas. This would tolerably well agree with the 
date of the Maccabees, and with Josephus's own exact chronology at the end of 
the twentletli bodk •f these Atitt4|nities, which (he ][>retent text cannot be made 
<ddo( 

* Take Grotius's note here: "The Jews,'* ftays he, ^' were wont to present 
crowns to the kiogs [of Syria] ; afterwards that gold which was paid instead of 
those crowns, or which was expended in making them, was called the croten gold 
and thecroion tax.*' On 1 Maccab. x. 29. 
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mine own body^ and as rulers over those that are in my court* 
I give them leave also to use the laws of their forefathers, and 
to observe them ; and I will that they have power over the three 
toparchies that are added to Judea; and it shall be in the power 
of the high priest to take care that no one Jew shall have any 
other temple for worship, but only that at Jerusalem. I be- 
queath also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the expenses 
about the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand [drachms] ; 
and what money is to spare, I will that it shall be your own. 
I also release to you those ten thousand drachmae which the 
kings received from the temple, because they appertain to the 
priests that minister in that temple. And whosoever shall fly to 
the temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto belongings or 
who owe the king money, or are there on any other account, let 
them be set free, and let their goods be in safety. I also give 
you leave to repair and rebuild your temple, and that all be done 
at my expenses. I also allow you to build the walls of your city» 
and to erect high towers, and that they be erected at my charge. 
And if there be any fortified town that would be convenient for 
the Jewish country to have very strong, let it be so built at my 
expenses.'' 

4. This was what Demetrius promised, and granted to the 
Jews, by this letter. But king Alexander raised a great army 
of mercenary soldiers, and of those that deserted to him out of 
Syria, and made an expedition against Demetrius. And when 
it was come to a battle, the left wing of Demetrius put those 
that opposed them to flight, and pursued them a great way, and 
slew many of them, and spoiled their camp ; but £e right wing, 
where Demetrius happened to be, was beaten ; and as for all 
the rest, they ran away ; but Demetrius fought courageously, 
and slew a great many of the enemy ; but as he was in pursuit 
of the rest, his horse carried him into a deep bog, where it was 
hard to get out, and there it happened that, upon bis horse's fall- 
ing down, he could not escape being killed ; for when his ene- 
mies saw what had befallen him, they returned back, and en- 
compassed Demetrius round, and they all threw their darts at 
him : but he, being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length 
he received so many wounds that he was not able to bear up any 
longer, but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius came to, 
when he had reigned eleven years *, as we have elsewhere re- 
lated. 

* Since the rest of the historians now extant give this Denetrins thirteen 
yean, and Josepbus only eleven years, Dean Prideauz does not amiss in ascrib- 
ing to hin the mean number twelve. 
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CHAP. III. 

The Friendship that woi between Onias and Ptolemy Philome- 
tor; and how Onias built a Temple in Egypt like to that at 
Jerusalem, 

% 1. But then the son of Onias the high priest, who was of the 
same name with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, who 
Was called Philometor, lived now at Alexandria, as we have 
said already. When this Onias saw that Judea was oppressed 
foy the Macedonians, and their kings, out of a desire to purchase 
to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he resolved to send to 
king Ptolemy an^ queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of them that he 
might build a temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem, and 
might ordain Levites and priests out of their own stock. The 
chief reason why he was desirous so to do was, that he relied 
upon the prophet Isaiah, who lived about six hundred years 
before, and foretold that there certainly was to be a temple 
built to Almighty God in Egypt, by a man that was a Jew. 
Onias was elevated with this prediction ; and wrote the follow- 
ing epistle to Ptolemy and Cleopatra : '< Having done many and 
great things for you in the affairs of the war, by the assistance * 
of God, and that in Celesyria and Phoenicia, I came at length 
with the Jews to Leontopoiis, and to other places of your na- 
tion, where I found that the greatest part of your people had 
temples in an improper manner, and that on this account they 
bear ill will one against another, which happens to the Egyp- 
tians by reason of the multitude of their temples, and the differ- 
ence of opinion about divine worship. Now I found a very 
fit place in a castle that hath its name from the country Diana; 
this place is full of materials of several sorts, and replenished 
with sacred animals : I desire, therefore, that you will grant me 
leave to purge this holy place, which belongs to no master, and 
is fallen down, and to build there a temple to Almighty God, 
after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimen- 
sions, that may be for the benefit of thyself, and thy wife and 
children, that those Jews which dwell in Egypt may have a 
place whither they may come and meet together in mutual har- 
mony one with another, and be subservient to thy advantages ; 
for the prophet Isaiah foretold, that there should be an altar in 
Egypt to the Lord God* : and many other such things did he 
prophesy relating to that place." 

* It seems to me, contrary to the opinion of Josephns and of the moderns, 
both Jews and Christians, that this prophecy of Isaiah, zlz. 19, &c. In that day 
there MhaU be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt j jfc. directly 
foretold the building of this temple of Onias in Egypt, and was a sufficient war- 
rant to the Jews for building it, and for worshiping the true God, the God of 
Israel, therein. See Authent. Rec. ii. p. 755. That God seems to have soon 
better accepted of the sacrifices and prayers here offered him than of those at 
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2. And diis was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy. Now 
any one may observe his piety, and that of his sister and wife 
Cleopatra^ by that epistle which they wrote in answer to it^ for 
ihey laid the blame and the transgression of the law upon the 
head of Onias. And this was their reply : " King Ptolemy 
and queen Cleopatra to Onias send, greeting:* We have read 
thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to be given thee to 
purge that temple which is fallen down at Leontopolis^ in the 
Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is nam^ from the country 
Bubastis; on which account we cannot but wonder that it should 
be pleasing to God to have a temple erected in a place so un* 
clean^ and so full of sacred animals. But^ since thou sayest 
that Isaiah the {)rophet foretold this long ago, we give thee 
leave to do it, if it may be done according to your law, and so 
that we may not appear to have at all offended God herein.'' 

3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple, and an altar 
to God, like indeed to that in Jerusalem, but smaller and poorer. 
I do not think it proper for me now to describe its dimensions, 
or its vessels, which have been already described in my seventh 
book of the wars of the Jews. However, Onias found other 

• Jews like to himself, together with priests and Levity, that 
there performed divine service. But we have said enough about 
this temple. 

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian Jews, and 
those Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that was 
built in the days of Alexander at Mount Gerizzim, did now 

Jerusalem, see the note on chap. x. sect. 7. And truly the marks of Jewish 
corruption, or interpolation in this text, in order to discourage tlieir people from 
approving of the worship of God here, are very strong, and highly deserve our 
consideration and correction. The foregoing verse in Isaiah runs thus in our 
common copies: In thai day shall five citiet in the land of Egypt speak the lan^ 
guage of Canaan [the Hehre^ language; shaU be full of Jews, whose sacred 
books were in Hebrew], and swear to the Lord of hosts. One [of the first] shaU 
he called the dty of destruction^ Isa. xz. 1 8. A strange name, dty of destruction / 
upon so joyful an occasion, and a name never heard of in the land of Bgypt, or 
perhaps in any other nation. The old reading was evidently the city of the nin, 
or HeUopolis; and Onkelos, in effect, and Symmachns, with the Arabic version, 
entirely confess that to be the reading. The Septuagint also, although they have 
(he text disguised in the common copies, and call it Asedek^ihe dty of righteous-* 
ness} yet, in two or three ether copies, the Hebrew word itself for the nm, 
Acheres or Thares, is preserved. And since Onias insists with the king and 
queen, that Isaiah's prophecy contained many other predictions relating to thik 
place, besides the words by him recited, it is highly probable that these were 
(specially meant by him ; and that one main reason why he applied this predic- 
tion to himself, and to his prefecture of Heliopolis, which Dean Prideauz well 
proves was in that part of Egypt, and why he chose to build in that prefecture 
of Heliopolis, though otherwise an improper place, was this, that the same au- 
thority that be had for buUding this temple In Egypt, the very same he bad for 
building it in his own prefecture of Heliopolis also, which he desired to do, ami 
which he did accordingly. Deau Prideaax has much ado to avoid seeiBg tbia 
eorruption of the Hebrew, but it being in support of his own opinion about thia 
temple, he durst not see it; and, indeed, he reasons here in the most weak and 
qnost ii^udicious nMumer possible. &ee him. at the year 149. 
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make a seditioii one against another, and disputed about their 
temples before Ptolemy himself; the Jews saying that accord- 
ing to the laws of M oses, the temple was to be built at Jerusa- 
lem ; and the Samaritans saying that it was to be built at Geriz- 
zim. They desired^ therefore, the king to sit with his friends, 
and hear the debates about these matters, and punish those with 
death who were baffled. Now Sabbeus and Theodosius ma- 
naged the argument for the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the 
•OQ of Messammus, for the people of Jerusalem ; and they took 
an oath, by God and the king, to make their demonstrations ac- 
cording to the law ; and they desired of Ptolemy, that whomsch 
ever he should find that transgressed what they had sworn to^ 
he would put him to death. Accordingly the king took several 
of bis friends into the council, and sat down, in order to hear 
what the pleaders said. Now the Jews that were at Alei^andr^^ 
were in great concern for those men, whose lot it was to conr 
tend for the temple at Jerusalem ; for they took it very ill that 
any should take away the reputation of that temple, which was 
«o ancient, and so celebrated all over the habitable earth. Now 
when Sabbeus and Theodosius had gives leave to Andronicus to 
speak first, he began to demonstrate, out of the law, and out of 
the successions of the high priests, how they every one in suc- 
cession from his father had received that dignity, and ruled over 
the temple ; and how all the kings of Asia had honoured diat 
temple with their donations, and with the most splendid gifts 
dedicated thereto : but as for that at Gerizzim, he made no ac- 
count of it, and regarded it as if it had never had a being. By 
this speech, and other arguments, Andronicus persuaded the 
king to determine that the temple at Jerusalem was built accord- 
ing to the laws of Moses *", and put Sabbeus and Theodosius 
to death. And these were the events that befell the Jews at 
Alexandria in the days of Ptolemy Philometor. 

* A very unfair disputation this! while the Jewish disputant, knowing that he 
coold not properly prove oat of the Pentateocb, that th» place wAtcA tke Lord 
iktSr Ood shaU dioott to plau hU nam€ therey so often referred to io the book of 
Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem any more than Gerizzim, that being not determined 
tiU the days of David, Antiq. B. vii. chap. xiii. sect. 4, proves only what the 
Samaritans did not deny, that the temple at Jerusalem was much more ancleiit, 
and much more celebrated aod honoured than that at GcriE^im, which was nor- 
thing to the present purpose. The whole evidence, by the very oaths of both 
parties, being we see obliged to be confined to the law of Moses, or to the Pen- 
tateuch alone. However, worldly policy and interest, and the multitude, pre- 
^lailinff, the court gaveseatence, as usual, on the stronger sid^ and poor Sabbeus 
and Iveodosius, the Samaritan disputants, were martyred, and this, so far as ap* 
pears, without any direct hearing at all, which is like the iisual practice of such 
political courts about matters of religion. Our copies say, that the body of the 
Jews were ia a great concern about tbou merif in the plural, who were to dis- 
pute for their temple at Jerusalem; whereas it seems here they had but one dis* 
putant, Andronicus by name : perhaps more were prepared to speak on the 
Jews* side; but the first having aqswered to his name, and overcome the Saroari- 
tans, there was no necessity for any other defender of the Jerusalem temple. 
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CHAP. IV. 

How Alexander honoured Jonathan afier an extraordinary 
Manner; and how DemetriuSy the Son of Demetrius^ over* 
came Alexander ^ and made a League of Friendship with 
Jonathan. 

§ 1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as we have above 
related, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria; and wrote to 
Ptolemy Philometor, and desired his daughter in marriage; and 
said, it was but just that he should be joined in affinity to one 
that had now received the principality of his forefathers, and 
had been promoted to it by {Sod s providence, and had con- 
quered Demetrius, and that was on odier accounts not unworthy 
of being related to him. Ptolemy received this proposed of 
marriage gladly ; and wrote him an answer, saluting him on ac* 
count of his having received the principality of his forefathers, 
and promising him that he would give him his daughter in mar« 
riage ; and assured him that he was coming to meet him at Ptole- 
mais, and desired that be. would there meet him, for that he 
would accompany her from f^yptso far, and would there marry 
his child to him. When Ptolemy had written thus, he came 
suddenly to Ptolemais, and brought his dat^hter Cleopatra along 
with him; and as he found Alexander there before him, as he 
desired him to come, he gave him his child in marriage, and for 
her portion gave her as much silver and gold as became such a 
king to give. 

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote to Jona« 
than the high priest, and desired him to come to Ptolemais. So 
when he came to these kings, and had made them magnificent 

i)resents, he was honoured by them both. Alexander compet- 
ed him also to put off his own garment, and to take a purple 
garment, and made him sit with him on his throne ; and com- 
manded his captains that they should go with him into the mid- 
die of the city, and proclaim, that it was not permitted to any 
one to speak against him, or to give him any disturbance. And 
when the captains bad dius done, those that were prepared to 
accuse Jonathan, and who bore him ill will, when they saw the 
honour that was done to him by proclamation, and that by the 
king's order, ran away, and were afraid lest some mischief should 
befall them. Nay, king Alexander was so very kind to Jona- 
than that he set him down as the principal of his friends. 

5. But then, upon the hundred and sixty-fifth year, Deme- 
trius, the son of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great num^^* 
ber of mercenary soldiers, which Lasthenes the Cretiau brought 
him, and sailed to Cilicia. This thing cast Alexander into great 
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coocern and disorder when he heard it ; so he made haste im- 
mediately out of Phoenicia, and came to Antioch, that he might 
put matters in a safe posture there before Demetrius should 
come. He also left ApoUonius Daus* governor of Celesyria, 
who, coming to Jamnia with a great army, sent to Jonathan the 
high priest, and told him that ** it was not right that he alone 
should live at rest, and with authority, and not be subject to 
the king ; that this thing had made him a reproach among all 
men, that he had not yet made him subject to the king. Do 
not thou, therefore, deceive thyself, and sit still among the moun- 
tains, and pretend to have forces with thee ; but, if thou hast 
any dependence on thy strength, come down into the plain, and 
let our armies be compared together, and the event of the bat- 
tle will demonstrate which of us is the most courageous. How- 
ever, take notice, that the most valiant men of every city are in 
my army, and that these are the very men who have always 
beaten thy progenitors; but let us have the battle in such a 
place of the country where we may fight with weapons, and not 
with stones, and where there may be no place whither those diat 
are beaten may fly.'' 

4. With this /onathan was irritated ; and choosing himself 
put ten thousand of his soldiers, he went out of Jerusalem in 
haste, with his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitched 
his camp on the outside of the city, because the people of Joppa 
had shut their gates against him, for they had a garrison in the 
pity put there by ApoUonius ; but when Jonathan was prepar* 
ing to besiege them, they were afraid he would take them by 
force, and so they opened the gates to him. But ApoUonius, 
when he heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, took three 
thousand horsemen, and eight thousand footmen, and came to 
Ashdod, and removing thence, he made his journey silently and 
slowly, and going up to Joppa, he made as if he was retiring 
from the place, and so drew Jonathan into the plain, as valuing 
himself highly upon his horsemen, and having his hopes of vic« 
tory principally in them. However, Jonathan sallied out, and 
pursued ApoUonius to Ashdod ; but as soon as ApoUonius per- 
ceived that his enemy was in the plain, he came back and gave 
him battle ; but ApoUonius had laid a thousand horsemen in 
ambush in a valley, that they might be seen by- their enemies as 
behind them; which when Jonathan perceived, he was under 
no consternation, but ordering his army to stand in a square bat- 
tle array, he gave them a charge to fall on the enemy on both 

* Of the several ApoUonU about these ages, see Dean Prideaux at the year 
148. This Apollonius Daos was, by his accooot, the son of that ApoUonius who 
had been made governor of Celesyria and Phoenicia bv Selencus Philopator, 
and was himself a confidant of his son Demetrins the father, and restored to his 
father's government by him, but afterwards revolted from him to Alexander, but 
not to Demetrius the son, as he supposes. 

VOL. 11. O 
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aides^ ami set them to face those that attacked theoi| both before 
aod behind ; and while the fight lasted till the evening, he gave 
part of his forces to his brother Simon, and ordered him to at- 
tack the enemies ; but for himself, he chained those that were 
with him to cover themselves v^ith their armour, and receive the 
darts of the horsemen; who did as they were (Commanded ; so 
that the enemies' horsemen, while they threw their darts till diey 
had no more left, did them no harm; for the darts that were 
thrown did not enter into their bodies, being thrown upon the 
shields, that were united and conjoined together, the closeness of 
which easily overcame the force of the darts, and they flew about 
without liny effect. But when the enemy gnew remiss ia throw- 
ing their darts from monung till late at night, Simon perceived 
their weariness, and fell upon the body of men before him ; and^ 
because his soldiers showed great alacrity, he put the enemy to 
flight: and when the horsemen saw that the footmen ran away, 
neither did they stay themselves, but they being very wevy, by 
the duration of the fight till the evening, and Sieir hope froni 
the footmen being quitq gone, they basely ran away, and in great 
confusion also, till they were separated one from another, and 
scattered over all the plain. Upon which Jonathan pursued 
them as iar as Ashdod; and slew a great many of them, and 
compelled the rest, m despair of escaping, to fly to the temple 
of iJagon, which was at Ashdod ; but Jonathan took the city 
on the first onset, and burnt it, and the villages about it; nor 
did he abstain from the temple of Dagon itself, but burnt it also, 
and destroyed those that had fled to it. Now the entire multi- 
tude of the enemies that fell in the battle, and were consumed 
in tibe temple, were eight thousand. When Jonathan, there- 
fore, had overcome so great an army, he removed from Ash-* 
dod, and came to Askelon : and when be had pitched his camp 
without the city, the people of Ask^on came out and met him, 
bringing him hospitable presents, and honouring him; so he 
accepted of their kind intentions, and returned thence to Jerusa* 
lem with a great deal of prey, which he brought thence when he 
conquered his enemies ; but when Alexander heard that ApoLt 
lonius the general of his army was beaten, he pretended to be 
glad of it, because he had fought with Jonathan, his friend and 
ally, against his directions. Accordingly he sent to Jonathan, 
and gave testimony to bis worth ; and gave him honorary re- 
wards, as a golden button*, which it is the custom to give the 
Icing's kinsman ; and allowed him Ekron, and its toparcby for hia 
own inheritance* 

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, who was called 

* Qr. Hudson observes here, that the Phcenicians and Romans used to reward, 
^ch as bad deserved well of them, by pr^enting to them a golden button ; see 
chap. ▼. sect. 4. 
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Pbilametor, led an army^ part by the sea and part by the land, 
atid came to Syria^ to the assistance of Alexander, who was his 
son-in-law ; and accordingly all the cities received him willingly, 
as Alexander had commanded them to do, and conducted htm 
a9 far as Ashdod; where they all made loud complaints about 
the temple of Dagon-, which, was burnt, and accused Jonathan 
of having laid it waste, and destroyed the country adjoining with 
fire, and slain a great number of them. Ptolemy heard these 
accusations, but said nothing. Jonathan also went to meet 
Ptolemy as far as J^ppa, and obtained from him hospitable pre- 
sents, and those glorious in their kinds, with all the m^rks of 
honour. And when he had conducted him as far as the river 
called Eleutherus, he returned again to Jerusalem. 

6. But as Ptolenay was art Ptolemaisj he was very near to » 
most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous design Mras laid 
for his Kfe by Alexander, by the means of AmnioniuS) who was^ 
his friend; and, as the treachery was* very plain, Ptolemy wrote 
to Alexander, and required of him that he should bring Ammo- 
nius to condign- punishment, informing* hinr what snares had' 
been laid for him by Ammonius, anrf desiring that he tnight be 
accordingly punished for it But when Alexander did not com- 

f>ly witb his demands, he perceived' that it was he hitaself who' 
aid the design, and was very angry at him. Alexander had also 
formerly been on very ill terms with the people of Antioch, for 
they had suffered very much by his means'; yet did Ammonias 
at length undergo the punishment his insolent crimes had de-' 
served, for be was killed in an^ opprobrious manner; like a 
woman, while he endeavoured* to conceal himself in a feminine 
habit, as we have elsewhere related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given his 
daughter in marriage to Alexander, and' for the league he had 
made with him, to assist him against Demetrius : so he dis-' 
solved' his relation to him, and took his daughter away from him, 
and immediately sent to Demetrius, and offered to make a league 
of niutual assistance and friendship with him, and agreed with 
him to give him his daughter in marriage, and to restore him to- 
the principality of his fkthers. Demetrius was well pleased 
with this embassage, and accepted of his assistance, and of the 
marriage of his daughter. But Ptolemy hnd still one more hard' 
task to do, and that was to persuade the people of Antioch to 
receive Demetrius, because they were greatly- displeased at him 
on account of the injuries his father Demetrius Had done them ; 
yet did he brmg this about; for, as the people of Antiocbhated' 
Alexander on Ammonius's account, as we have showed already, 
they were easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antioch ; who, 
thus expelled out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came 
then to Antioch, and was made king by its inhabitants, and by 

o2 
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th^ aViny; so that he was forced to put on two diadems, the 
one of Asia, di^ other of Egypt ; but being naturally a good 
and a righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged to 
others, and, besides these dispositions, being also a wise man in 
reasoning about futurities, he determined to avoid the envy of 
the Romans ; so he called the people of Antioch together to an 
assembly, and persuaded them to receive Demetrius ; and as- 
sured them, that ** he would not be mindful of what they did to 
his father, in case he should be now obliged by them; and he 
undertook that he would himself be a good monitor and gover- 
nor to him, and promised that he would not permit him to at- 
tempt any bad actions ; but that, for his own part, he was con- 
tented with the kingdom of Egypt/' By which discourse he 
persuaded the people of Antioch to receive Demetrius. 

8« But now Alexander made haste with a numerous and 
great army, and came out of Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the 
country belonging to Antioch, and pillaged it; whereupon 
Ptolemy and liis son-in-law Demetnus brought their army 
f^ainst him (for he had already given him his daughter in mar- 
riage), and beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and accord- 
ingly he fled into Arabia. Now it happened in the time of bat- 
tle, that Ptolemy's horse^ upon hearing the noise of an elephant, 
cast him ofi^ his back, and threw him on the ground ; upon the 
sight of which accident his enemies fell upon him, and gave him 
many wounds upon his head, and brought him into danger of 
deam ; for when his guards caught him up, he was so very ill 
that for four days* time he was not able either to understand or 
to speak. However Zabdiel, a prince among the Arabians, cut 
off Alexander's head, and sent it to Ptolemy, who, recovering 
of his wounds, and returning to his understanding on the fifth 
day, heard at once a most agreeable hearing, and saw a most 
agreeable sight, which were the death and the head of Alexan- 
der ; yet a little after this his joy for the death of Alexander, 
with which he was so greatly satisfied, he also departed this life. 
Now Alexander, who was called Balas, reigned over Asia five 
years, as we have elsewhere related. 

9. But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicator^^ had taken 
the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemy's soldiers 
very hardly, neither remembering the league of mutual assist- 
ance that was between them, nor that he was his son-in-law and 
kinsman, by Cleopatra's marriage to him ; so the soldiers fled 
from his wicked treatment to Alexandria, but Demetrius kept 
his elephants. But Jonathan the high priest levied an army out 

* This name, Demetrius Nicator, or Demetrius the conqueror^ is so wriUen on 
bis coIds still extant, as Hudson and Spanheim inform us : the latter of whom 
gives us here the entire inscription, King Demetrius the God Philadelphus Nica- 
tor, 
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of all Judea, and attacked the citadel at Jerusalem^ and besieged 
it; it was held by a garrison of Macedonians, and by some of 
those wicked men who had deserted the customs of their for^ 
fathers. These men at first despised the attempts of Jonathan 
for taking the place, as depending on its strength ; but some of 
those wicked men went out by night, and came to Demetrius, 
and informed him that the citadel was besieged ; who was irri* 
tated with what he heard,, and took his army, and came from 
Antioch, against Jonathan. And when he was at Antioch, he 
wrote to him, and commanded him to come to him quickly to 
Ptolemais : upon which Jonathan did not intermit the siege of 
the citadel, but took with him the elders of the people, and the 
priests, and carried with him gold, and silver, and garments, 
and a great number of presents of friendship, and came to De- 
metrius, and presented him with them, and thereby pacified the 
king's anger. So he was honoured by him, and received from 
him the confirmation of his high priesthood, as he had pos- 
sessed it by the grants of the kings his predecessors. And wheik 
the Jewish deserters accused him, Demetrius was so far from 
giving credit to them, that when he petitioned him that he would 
demand no more than three hundred talents for the tribute of all 
Judea, and the three toparchies of Samaria, and Perea, and 
Galilee, he complied with the proposal, and gave him a letter 
confirming all those grants; whose contents were as follows: 
^^ King Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and to the nation of 
the Jews, sendeth greeting : We have sent you a copy of that 
epistle which we have written to Lasthenes our kinsman, that 
you may know its contents. King Demetrius to Lasthenes our 
father, sendeth greeting: I have determined to return thanks, 
and to show favour to the nation of the Jews, which hath ob- 
served the rules of justice in our concerns. Accordingly I 
remit to them the three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda, and 
Ramatha, which have been added to Judea out of Samaria, with 
their appurtenstnces : as also what the kings my predecessors 
received firom those that ofiered sacrifices in Jerusalem; and 
what are due from the fruits of the earth, and of the trees, and 
what else belongs to us; with the salt pits, and the crowns that 
used to be presented to us. Nor shall they be compelled to pay 
any of these taxes from this time to all futurity. Take care 
therefore that a copy of this epistle be taken, and given to Jona- 
than, and be set up in an emment place of their holy temple." 
And these were the contents of this writing. And now when 
Demetrius saw that there was peace every where, and that there 
was no danger, nor fear of war, he disbanded the greatest part 
of bis army, and diminished their pay, and even retained in pay 
no others than such foreigners as came up with hini from Crete, 
and from the other islands. However, this procured him iit 
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will and luUred froia the aoldiera ; oa whom be bestowed no- 
thing from this time, while the kings before him used to pay 
them in time of peace, as tbey did Wore, that they might have 
their good will^ and diat they might be very ready to undergo 
the difficulties of war, if aay occasion should require it 



CHAP. V. 

Jtaw TryphOf after he had beaten Demetriusy delivered the King- 
dom to AntiochuSy the Son of Alexander, and gained Jona- 
than, for his Assistant : and concerning the Actions and 
Embassies of Jonathan. 

§ i. Now there was a certain commander of Alexander's forces, 
an Apaoemian by birth, whose name was Diodotus, and was also 
called Trypho, took notice of the ill will the soldiers bare to 
Demqtrius, and went to Malchus the Arabian^ who brought up 
Antiochus, the son of Alexander,' and told him what an ill will 
the armies bare Demetrius, and persuaded him to give him An* 
tiuchus, ibecause he would make him king, and recover to him 
the ikingdom of his father. Malchus at the first opposed him in 
this attempt, because he could not believe hinp; but when 
Trypho lay hard at him for a long time, he overpersuaded him 
to comply with Trypho's intentions and entreaties. And this 
was the state Trypho was now in. 

£. But Jonathan the high priest, beins desirous to get clear 
of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the Jewish 
deserters, and wicked men, as well as of those in all the garri- 
sons in die country^ sent preseufs and ambassadors to Deikie- 
trius, and entreated him to Uike away bis soldiers out of the 
strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made answer, that after the 
war, which he was now deeply engaged in, was over, he would 
not only grant him that, but grater things than that also : and 
he desired he would send him some assistance ; and informed 
him that his army had deserted him. Sp Jonathan cbo^e out 
three thousand of his soldiers, and sent them to Demetrius, . 

d. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both oq ac* 
count of what mischief he had himself done them, and becaifse 
they were his enemies also on account of bis father Demetrius, 
who bad greatly abused them ; so they watched some opportu- 
nity which they might lay hold on, to fall upon him. And whep 
they were informed of the assistance that was coming to Deme- 
trius from Jonathan, and considered at the same time that he 
would raise a numerous army, unless they prevented him$ and 
seized upon him, they took their weapons immediately, aiMi en- 
compassed his palace in the way of a siege, and seizing upon all 
the ways of getting out, they sought to subdue their king« And 
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when he saW that the people of Antioch were become his Iritter 
Enemies, and that they were thus in arms, he took the merctoarjr 
soldiers i^hich he had with him^ and those Jews who were sent 
by Jonathan^ and assaulted the Antiochians; but he was over-* 
powered by tbenii for they were miiny t6n dictoandsi and was 
beaten. But when the Jews saw that the AnttoehiaAs were su- 
perior^ they went up to the top of the pakce, add shot at thefnf 
from tfience ; and because th^y were so remoief front thetif by 
th^r be^bt, that they suffered ndtbitg on their side, but did 
great eiectition on the others^ as fighting from mith sfn elevation,* 
they droTe them out of the adjoining houses, and immediately 
set them on fire,* thereupon th^ flame spread itself over the whofe 
city, and burnt it all down. This happened by reason of the 
closeness of the houses, add because they were generally built 
of wood. Sd the Antiodiians, irhen diey were not able to help' 
themselies^ nor to stop the fire, were put to flight. And as the 
Jews leaped fh>ni the top of one house to the top of another,' 
and pursued them after that manner, it thence ki^p^tied that 
the pnfsttit v^aii so very sorpritnng. Bot When flie kmg saw fliat 
the Aiitiochians were very bus^ in saving their cbildb^^ and their 
wives, and so did not fight anly longer, be feU upon them in the 
narrow passages^ and fought tliein, and slew a great many of 
thenri^ till at last they were forced to throw down Seir armsy and' 
to ddiver Aemselves up to Demetrius. So he forgave them this 
their insolent behaiiothr^ and put in end to the sedition i and 
when he had given rewards to the Jev^s out of the rich spoils he 
had gotten, and bad returned them thanks, as tfte cause of his 
victory, he dent them away to Jerusalem, to Jonathdny widi an 
amfde testimony of the asdistaaoe tbey had itforded him. Yet 
did he j^Ove an.ill man to Jonathan afterward, and broke the 
promises he had made : and he threatened Ihat he would make 
war u|>on him^ unless he would pay all (hat tribute Which the 
Jewidh nation owed to the first khigi [of Syria} And this he- 
had donfe, if Trypho had not hindered him, and dWeited bis pre- 
parations against Jonathan, to a concern for hi^ own p^s^va- 
tion : for hd now returned 6aft of Arabia into Syria, withr the' 
child Antiochus, for he was yet kk age but a youth, and piut the 
diadem on his head: and as the whde forces thsrt haid left De- 
metrius, because they had no pay, came to bis assistance, he 
made war upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, over- 
came him in die fight, and took from him. both bis elef^ants, 
and the city Antiocb* 

4. Demetrius^ upon this defeat, retired into Cilicia; but the. 
child Antiochus sent ambassadors, stnd an epistle to Jonathan, 
and made him his friend and conf^erate, and confirmed to him 
the h^h priestho^, and yielded up to him the four prefectures 
which had been added to Judea. Moreover, he sent him vessels 
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and cups of gold, and a purple garment, and gave him leave to 
use th^. He also presented him with a golden button^ and 
styled Htm one of his principal friends; and appointed his bro- 
ther Simon to be general over the forces, from the ladder of 
Tyre unto Egypt. So Jonathan was so pleased with these grants 
made him by Anttochus, that he sent ambassadors to him, and 
to Trypho, and professed himself to be their friend and confe- 
derate, and said he would join with him in a war against Deme* 
trius, informing him that be had made no proper return for the 
•kindnesses he had done him; for that when he had received 
many marks of kindness from him, when he stood in great need 
of them, he, for such good turns, had requited him with ferther 
injuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raise himself a nu- 
merous army out of Syria and Phoenicia, and to make war against 
Demetrius's generals; whereupon he went in haste to the seve- 
ral cities, which received him splendidly indeed, but put no 
forces into his hands. And when he was come from thence 
to Askelon, the inhabitants of Askelon came and brought him 
presents, and met him in a splendid manner. He exhorted 
them, and every one of the cities of Celesyria, to forsake Deme- 
trius, and to join with Antiochus; and in assbting him, to en- 
deavour to punish Demetrius for what offences he had been 
guilty of against themselves; and told them there were many 
reasons for that their procedure, if they had a mind so to do. 
And when he had persuaded those cities to promise their assist- 
ance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza, in order to induce them 
also to be friends to Antiochus ; but he found the inhabitants of 
Gaza much more alienated from him than he expected, for they 
had shut their gates against him, and although they had deserted 
Demetrius, they had not resolved to join themselves to Antio- 
chus. This provoked Jonathan to besiege them, and to harass 
their country ; for as he set a part of his army round about Gaza 
itself, so with the rest he overran their land, and spoiled it, and 
burnt what was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza saw them- 
selves in this state of affliction, and that no assistance came to 
them from .Demetrius, that what distressed them was at hand, 
but what should profit them was still at a great distance, and it 
was uncertain whether it would come at all or not, they thought 
it would be prudent conduct to leave off any longer continuance 
with him, and to cultivate friendship with the other; so they sent 
to Jonathaui and professed they would be his fiiends, and afford 
him assistance : for such is the temper of men, that before they 
have had the trial of great afflictions, they do not understand 
what is for their advantage, but when they find themselves under 
such afflictions, they then change their minds^and what it had 
been better for them to have done before they had been at all 
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damaged, they ^hoose to do, but not till after they have suffered 
such damages. > However, he made a league of friendship with 
them, and took from them hostages for their performance of it, 
and sent these hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself 
over all the country, as far as Damascus. 

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius's forces 
were come to the city Cadesh with a numerous army (the place 
lies between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee), for they sup- 
posed they should hereby draw him out of Syria, in order to 
preserve Galilee, and that he would not overlook the Galileans, 
who were his own people, when war was made upon them, he 
went to meet them, having left Simon in Judea, who raised as 
great an army as he was able out of the country, and then sat 
down before Bethsura, and besieged it, that being the strongest 
place in all Judea ; and a garrison of Demetrius's kept it, as we 
have already related. But as Simon was raising banks, and bring- 
ing his engines of war against Bethsura, and was very earnest 
about the siege of it, the garrison was afraid lest the place should 
be taken of Simon by force, and they put to the sword; so they 
sent to Simon, and desired the security of his oath, that they 
should come to no harm from him, and that they would leave the 

Elace, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave them 
is oath, and ejected them out of the city, and he put therein a 
garrison of his own. 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the waters 
which are called Gennesar, for there he was before encamped, 
and came into the plain that is called Asor, without knowing that 
the enemy was there. When therefore Demetrius's men knew 
a day beforehand, that Jonathan was coming against them, they 
laid an ambush in the mountain, who were to assault him on the 
sudden, while they themselves met him with an army in the plain, 
which army, when Jonathan saw ready to engage him, he also 
got ready his own soldiers for the battle as well as he was able ; 
but those that were laid in ambush by Demetrius's generals being 
behind them, the Jews were afraid lest they should be caught in 
the midst between two bodies, and perish, so they ran away in 
haste, and indeed all the rest left Jonathan ; but a few there were, 
in number about fifty, who staid with him, and with them Mat- 
tathias, the son of Absalom, and Judas, the son of Chapseus, 
who were commanders of the whole army. These marched 
boldly, and like men desperate, against the enemy, and so pushed 
them, that by their courage they daunted them, and with their 
weapons in their hands, they put them to flight. And when 
those soldiers of Jonathan, that had retired, saw the enemy giving 
way, they got together after their flight, and pursued them with 
great violence : and this they did as far as Cadesh, where the 
camp of the enemy lay. 
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8. Jonathan lidving thuis gotten a glorious TiGfbry, and rfain 
two thousand of the enemy, retained to Jerusalem. So when 
he saw that all his affairs prospered, according to his tnind, by 
the providence of God, he seut ambassadors io thld Rom^s, 
being desirous of renewing that friendship which their nation 
had with th^m formerly. He etijoined the same ambtssaddrs, 
that, as they came back, they should go to the Spartlins, and put 
thetti inkbicri of their friendship and kindred. So ^hen the am- 
bissadors came to Rotne, they went into their setiate, and said 
what they we^e commanded by Jonathan the high priest to say, 
how he had sent them to confirm their friendship. The senate 
theb confirmed what had been fortiierly decreed concerning their 
friendship with the Jews; and gave dbem letters to carry tb all 
the kings of Asia and Europe, and to the goyemors of th€> cities, 
that th^y knight safely conduct them to their own cbnntry. Ac- 
cordingly as they returned, th^ came to Sparta, and delivered 
the e(>i8tle which they had received' of Jona^an to them; a copy 
of which h^re follows: '' Jonathan the high priest of the J^ish 
nation, and the senate, and body of the people of the Jei^, to 
the ephori and senate, and people of the Lacedemoniancf, s^tid 
greetmg : If you be well, and both yobr pab^c and private af- 
fairs be agreeable to youf mind, it is accordit^ to our wisfaeSi 
We are also wellw When in former times ari epistle was brought 
to Onias, who was then our high priest, from Areus, who at that 
time was your king, by Demoteles, concerning the khidred that 
was between u^ atid you, a copy of which is here subjoined, lAre 
bp& ioy fully received the episUe, and were well pleased with De^^ 
mottles and Areiis, although we did not need snch a demonstra«» 
tiori, because we were satisfied about it irbrt the sacred writings*, 
yet did a(d We think fit first to begin the claim of this relatioi} 
to you, lest we should seem too early in takhig to ourselves the 
glory virhich is now given us by you. It is a long time since this 
relation of ours to you hath been renewed; and when w^, ilpouf 
holy ^nd festival days, offer sacrifices to God, we pray to miti 
for your preservation and victory4 As to oursdveis, although we 
have had many Wars that have compassed u^ around, by reascMf 
of the covetousne^s of oni^ nei^bours, yet did not we deternlttfe 
to be troublesome either to you, or to others that were related 
to us; but ^ince we have now overcome our enemies, and haVe 
occasion to send Nnmenius the son of Antiochus, and Antipater 
the son of Jason, who are both honourable men belonging to^ 

* This clause is otherwise rendered in the first book of the Maccabees,,xii. 9« 
Por that toe Have the holy hooks of scripture in our hands to comfort us. The I^e> 
brew original belog lost, we casnot certainly judge wfafeb was the truest version^ 
only the coherence favours Josephos. But if this were the Jews' meaHfag, that 
they were satisfied out of their Bible, that the Jews and Lacedemonians were of 
kin, that part of their Bible is now lost, foi* we find no such a^isertion In our pre- 
sent copies. < 
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our «e|iajte» lo tb^ RomafiSy we gave ifaem Ah ephtle to you also^ 
that they aiighl: ^enew that frieadship which is between us. You 
will tb^rdore do well youlrselve^ to write to us, and send an ad* 
CoiAnt ^f what you Maud in need of from us, ^ince we are in all 
thii^s dil|K>sed to act according to your desires/' So the Lace* 
demoniana received the ambassadors kindly, and made, a decree 
for friendship and olutual assistance, and sent it to tbem. 

d^ At thia time there were three sects among the Jews, who 
bad different opinions concerning human actions; the one wa^ 
called theisect of the Pharimsj another the sect pf the Saddu^ 
^ee$f and the other the BeOt of the Es$mes% Now for the Phari- 
sees^, they say. that some actions, but not all, are the work of 
fate,, and soaie of theib are in our own power, and that they are 
liaUe to fate, birt are not caused by fate^ But the sect of the 
£ssenes ajBSrm» that fate governs all things, and that nothing 
befalls men but what is according to its determmation., And 
for the Sadduceea, they take away fate, and say there is no 
such thing, and that the events of human affairs are not at ita 
disposal, but they suppose that all our actions are in our- own 
power, «0 that we are ourselves the causes of what is good, and 
iiaceive what is e^ from our own folly. However, I have 
given a more exact account of these opmions in the second 
book of the Jewish War* 

« 10. Buj; now the generals of Demetrius, bemg willing to 
recover the defeat (hey had had, gathered a greater army toge- 
ther Ihaui they had before, and came against Jonathan ; but as 
soon as he was informed of their coming, he went suddenly to 
meet then)» to the oountry of Hamoth, for he reserved to give 
them no opportunity of coming into Judea, so he pitched hia 
camp at fiftj^ furlongs distance from theenenly, and sent put 
spies to take a view of their camp, and after what manner they 

* Those that suppose Josephas to contradict hiuu^l^ in bis three sereral 
accouDts of the notions of the Pharisees, this here, and that earlier one, wkiek itf 
the lantest, Of the Wai*, B. li. chap. vUi. sect. 14 ; and that later, Aatl<|. B. ZTiii. 
chap. i« sect. 3; as i^ he sometimes said they introduced an absolute fatality,'and 
denied all freedom of human actions, is almost wholly groundless; he ever, at 
the very learned CasaHboii here truly dbserres, asserting, that the Pharisees wer0 
between the Esseties and Saddocees, aead did only sd ftkr ascribe all to fate or 
divine providence, as was consistent with the freedom of human actions. How. 
ever, their perplexed way of tallLing about fate or providence as overruling all 
things, made it conAnonly ihmight they were willing ttf ezcitte tdeir sins by 
ascribing them to fate^as in the Apostolical Constitutions, B. vi. cha^ vw Pei*" 
haps under the same general name some difference of opinion in this point 
might be propagated, as is very common in all parties, especially in points of 
metaphysical subtilitys however, onr Josephus, who In his heart was a great 
admirer of the piety of ^e Essenes, was yet in practice a Pharisee, as he him* 
self informs us, in his own Life, sect. 2. And his account of this doctrine of the 
Pharisees, is for certain agreeable to his own opinion, who, ever both fully 
allowed the freedom of human actions, and yet strongly believed lAe powerful 
interpesUien of difine providence. See concerning this matter a renarhable 
claiiDe, Antiq. B« xviii. chap. xi. sect. 7. 
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were encamped. When his spies had given him fiiU informa- 
tion^ and had seized upon some of them by night, who told him 
the enemy would soon attack him, he^ thus apprized before- 
hand, provided for his security, and placed watchmen beyond 
his camp, and kept all his forces anned all n^t; and he save 
them a charge to be of good courage, and to have their nunds 
prepared to fight in the night-time, if they should be obliged so 
to do, lest their enemy's designs should seem concealed firom 
them. But when Demetrius*s commanders were informed 
that Jonathan knew what they intended, their counsels were 
disordered, and it alarmed them to find, that the enemy had 
discovered those their intentions ; nor did they expect to over* 
come them any other way, now they had failed in the snares 
they had laid for them ; for should they hazard an open battle, 
they did not think they should be a match for Jonathan's army; 
so they resolved to fly: and having lighted many fires, that 
when the enemy saw them they might suppose they were there 
still, they retired. But when Jonathan came to give them 
4)attle in the morning in their camp, and found it deserted, and 
understood they were fled, he pursued them, yet he could 
not overtake them, for they bad already passed over the river 
Eleutherus, and were out of danger. So when Jonathan was 
returned thence, he went into Arabia, and fought against the 
Nabateans, and drove away a great deal of their prey, and took 

tmany] captives, and came to Damascus, and there sold ofF that 
le had taken. About the same time it was that Simon his 
brother went over all Judea and Palestine, as far as Askelon, 
and fortified the strong holds; and when he had made them 
very strong, both in the edifices erected, and in the garrisons 

E laced in them, he came to Joppa, and when he had taken it, 
e brought a great garrison into it, for he heard that the people 
of Joppa were dbposed to deliver up the city to Demetrius's 
generals. 

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished these afiairs, 
they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the 
people together, and took counsel to restore the walls of Jeru- 
salem, and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the tem{>le, 
which had been thrown down, and to make the places adjoining 
stronger by very high towers; and besides that, to build ano- 
ther wall in the midst of the city, in order to exclude the 
market-place from the garrison which was in the citadel, and 
by that means to hinder them from any plenty of provisions ; 
and moreover, to make the fortresses that were in the country 
much stronger, and more defensible than they were before. 
And when diese things were approved of by the multitude, as 
rightly proposed, Jonathan himself took care of the building 
that belonged to the city, and sent Simon away to make the 
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fortresses ia. the counti^ more secure than formerly. But' 
Demetrius passed over [Euphrates] and came into Mesopota- 
mia^ as desirous to retain that country still, as well as Babylon ; 
and when he should have obtained the dominion of the upper 
provinces, to lay a foundation for recovering^ his entire kingdotn ; 
for those Greeks and Macedonians who dwelt there frequently 
sent ambassadors to him, and promised, that if he would come 
to them, they would deliver themselves up to him, and assist 
him in fighting against Arsaces*^ the king of the Parthians. 
So he was elevated with these hopes, and came hastily to them, 
as having resolved that, if he had once overthrown the Par- 
thians, and gotten an army of his own, he would make war 
against Trypho, and eject him out of Syria ; and the people of 
that country received him with ^reat alacrity. So he raised 
forces, with which he fought against Arsaces, and lost all his 
army, and was himself taken alive, as we have elsewhere 
related. 



CHAP. VI. 

How Jonathan was slain l^ 'Treachery; and how thereupon the 
Jews made Simon their General and High Priest; what 
courageous Actions afso he performed, especially against 
Trypho. 

1. Now when Trypho knew what had befallen Demetrius, 
e was no longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived by subtility to 
kill i^im, and dien take possession of his kingdom; but the fear 
that he was in of Jonathan was an .obstacle to this his design, 
for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for which cause he 
resolved first to take Jonathan out of the way, and then to set 
about his designs relating to Antiochus ; but he judging it best 
to take him off by deceit and treachery, came from Antioch to 
Bethshan, which by the Greeks is called Scythopolis, at which 

Elace Jonathan met him with forty thousand chosen men, for 
e thought that he came to fight him ; but when he perceived 
that Jonathan was ready to fight, he attempted to gain him by 
presents, and kind treatment, and gave order to his captains to 
obey him; and by these means was desirous of giving him 
assurance of his good-will, and to take away all suspicious out 
of his mind, that so he might make him careless and incon- 
siderate, and might take him when he was unguarded. He 

* This king, who was of the famoos race of Anaces, is both here, and 1 Mac. 
zif. 8, called by the family name Artacet^ but Applan sayi, his proper name 
was PhratUes. He is here also called by Josephus, the king of the Parthiatu^ 
as the Greeks used to call them, but by the elder author of the first book of 
Maccabees, the kitig of the Peniana and Medet^ according to the language of 
the eastern nations. See Authent. Rec. part ii. p. 1108. 
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idflo adviied him to dismiss his army, beoause tkere was no 
occasion for bdngiiig it with him when there waa no war, but 
all was in peace. However, he desired him to retain a few 
about him, and go with him to Ptolemais, for that he wouM 
deliver the city up to him, aid would bring all the fortresses 
that were ia the country under his domimon: and he told him, 
that he came with thoae very dengns* 

2. Yet did not Jopathan subject any thing at all by this hb 
management^ but believed that Trypho gave him this advice oat 
of kindness, and with a sincere cksign. Accordingly he d»-» 
missed his army, and retained no mere than three thousand of 
them with hini> and left two thousand in Galilee, and he hm^ 
self, with <me thousand, came with Trypho to Ptolemais; 
But when the people of Ptolemais bad shut their gates, as it 
bad been commanded them by Trypi^ to do, be took Jonathan 
alive, and slew all that ware with him. He a^ sent soldiers 
against those two thousand that were left in Galilee, in order to 
destroy them : but those me& having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the execution, and 
before those that were sent by Trypho came, they covered 
themselves with their armour, and went away out of the couor 
try. Now when those that were sent against them saw that 
they were ready to fight for their lives, they gave them no djs* 
turbance, but returned back to Trypho. 

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard that Jonathan 
was taken, and that the soldiers who were with him were 
destroyed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was earnest 
inquiry made about him by every body, and a great and just 
fear f^U upon them, and made them sad, test now they were 
deprived of the courage and conduct of Jonathan, the nations 
about them should bear them ill- will ,* and as they were before 

Suiet on acconnt of Jdnathan, they should now rise up against 
lem, and' by making war with them, should force them into 
the utmost dangers. And, indeed, what they suspected really 
befell them; for when diose nations heard of the death of 
Jonathan, they began to make war with the Jews, as now desti- 
tute of a governor; and Trypho himself got an army together, 
and had an intention to go up to Judea, and make war against; 
its inhabitants. But when Simon saw that the people of Jeru- 
salem were terrified at the circumstances they were in, he 
desired to make a speech to them, and thereby to render them' 
more resolute in opposing Trypho when he should come against 
them.. He then called the people together into the temple^ and 
thence began thus to encourage them : <^ O my countrymen, 
you are not ignorant that our father, myself, and my brethren 
have ventured to hazard our lives, and that wiUinglj^, for the 
recovery of your liberty ; since. I have therefore such plenty of 
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^«niple» before me, aad we of our family have determined with 
pursehes to die for our laws, and our divine worship, there shall 
no termor be ao great as to banish this resolution from Qur souls, 
nor. to introduce in its plaee a love of life, and a contefnpt of 
glory. Do you, therefore, follow me with alacrity whithersoever 
I shall lead you, as not destitute of such a captain as is willing to 
su&r, and to. do the greatest things for you ; for neither am I 
better than i^y. brethren that 1 should he sparing of my own 
Ufe^ nor so far worse dian they as to avoid and refuse what they 
thought the most honourable of all things, I mean to undergo 
death for your laws, and for that worship of God which is 
peculiar to you; I will therefore give such proper demonstra* 
tions as will show that I am their own brother; and I am so 
bold aa to expect that I shall avenge dieir blood upon our enei 
miea, and deliver you all, with your wives and children, from thc^ 
injuries they intend against you, and with God's assistance, to 
preserve your temple from destruction by them ; for I see tfiat 
these nations have you in contempt, aa being withouf a govern, 
nor, and that they thence are encouraged to make wac against 
you/' 

4. By this speech of Simon's, he inspired the multitude with 
courage, and as they had been before dispirited through fear, 
they were now raised to a good hope of better things, insomuch 
that the whole multitude of the people, cried put all at once> 
that Simon should be their leader; and that instead of Judas and 
Jonathan, his brethren, be should have the government over 
them; and they, promised that they would r^eadily ohey him m 
whatsoever he should command them. So he got together iaime*^ 
diately all hia own soldjers. that wece fit for war, and made haste 
in rebuilding the walls of the city, and strengthened them by< 
very high and strong, towera; and seat a friend of his, oiifs Jiona*: 
than, the son of Absalom, to Joppa, and gave him order ta 
eject the inhabitants out of the city, for he waa afraid lest they* 
should deliver. up the. city to Ti^pho^ but he himself stayed to. 
secure Jerusalem. 

5. But Trypho reqioved from Ptolemais with a great army, 
and came into Judea, and brought Jonathaa with him in bonds., 
Sunon also met him with hia army at the city Aijida, which b 
upoa a hill, and. beneath it lie the plaina of Judea. And when< 
Trypho knew that Simon was by the. Jews made their governor, 
he sent to him, and would have imposed upoa him by deceit) 
and treachery, and desired, if he would have his brother Jona*. 
than released, that he would send him a hundred talents of silver, 
s|nd two of Jonathan's spns as hostages, that when he shall be 
released, he may not make Judea revolt from the king, for that 
at present he was kept in bonds on account of the money he 
had borrowed of the king, and now owed it to him. But Simon 
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wu aware of the craft of Trypho, and although he knew, diat 
if he gave him the moaey he should lose it, and that Trypho 
would not set his brother free, and withal, should deliver the 
sons of Jonathan to the enemy, yet because he was afraid that 
he should have a calumny raised against him among the multi-* 
tude as the cause of his brother^s death, if he neither gave the 
money nor sent Jonathan's sons, he gathered his army together, 
and told them what offers Tiypho had made*; and added this, 
that the offers were ensnaring and treacherous, and yet that it 
was more eligible to sei^d the money and Jonathan's sons, than 
to be liable to the imputation of not complying with Trypho's 
offers, and thereby refusing to save his brother. Accordingly 
Simon sent the sons of Jonathan and the money; but when Try- 

Jho had received them, he did, not keep his promise, nor set 
onathan free, but took his army, and went about all the coun* 
try, and resolved to go up afterward to Jerusalem by the way of 
Idumea, while Simon went over against him with his army, and 
all along pitched his own camp over against his. 

6. But when those that were in the citadel had sent to Try- 
pho, and besought him to make haste and come to them, and to 
send them provisions, he prepared his cavalry as though he would 
be at Jerusalem that very night, but so great a quantity of snow 
fell in the night that it covered the roads, and made them so 
deep, that there was no passing, especially for the cavalry. This 
hindered him from coming to Jerusalem; whereupon Trypho 
removed thence, and came into Celesyria, and falling vehemently 
upon the land of Gilead, he slew Jonadian there, and when he 
had given order for his burial, he returned himself to Antioch. 
However, Simon sent some to the city Basca to bring away his 
brother's bones, and buried them in their own city Modin; and 
all the people made great lamentation over him. Simon also 
erected a very large monument for his father and his brethren, 
of white and polished stone, and raised it a great height, and so 
as to be seen a long way off, and made cloisters about it, and set 
up pillars, which were of one stone apiece; a work it was won- 
derful to see. Moreover, he built seven pyramids also for his 
parents and his brethren, one for each of them, which were made 
very surprising, both for their largeness and beauty, and which 
have been preserved to this day; and we know that it was Simon 
who bestowed so much zeal about the burial of Jonathan, and 
the building of these monuments for his relations. Now Jona- 
than died when he had been high priest four years*, and bad 

' ^ There is some error in the copies here, when no more than fonr years are 
ascribed to the high priesthood of Jonathan. We know by Josephns's last Jewish 
chronology, Antiq. B. xz. ch. z. that there was an internal of seven years bew 
tween the death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the last high priest, and the real high 
priesthood of Jonathan, to whom yet those seven years seem here to be ascribed, 
as a part of them were to Judas before, Antiq. B. zii. chap. z. sect. 6. Now since. 
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been also the governor of his nation. And these were the cir- 
cumstances that concerned his death. 

7. But Simon^ who was made high priest by the multitude, 
on the very first year of his high priesthood set his people free 
from their slavery under the Macedonians, and permitted them 
to pay tribute to them no longer: which liberty and freedom 
from tribute they obtained after a hundred and seventy years* of 
the kingdom of the Assyrians, which was after Seleucus, who 
was called Nicator, got the dominion over Syria. Now the 
affection of the multitude towards Simon was so great, that in 
their contracts one with another, and in their public records, 
they wrote, " In the first year of Simon the benefactor and eth- 
narch of the Jews; for under him they were very happy, and 
overcame the enemies that were round about them, for Simon 
overthrew the city Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamnia. He also, 
took the citadel of Jerusalem by siege, and cast it down to the 
ground, that it might not be any more a place of refuge to their 
enemies when they took it, to do them mischief, as it had been 
till now. And when he had done this, he thought it their best 
way, and most for their advantage to level the very mountain it- 
self upon which the citadel happened to stand, that so the tem- 
ple might be higher than it. And indeed, when he had called 
the multitude to an assembly, he persuaded them to have it so 
demolished, and this by putting them in mind what miseries they 
had suffered by its garrison, and the Jewish deserters, and what 
miseries they might hereafter suffer in case any foreigner should 
obtain the kingdom, and put a garrison into that citadel. This 
speech induced the multitude to a compliance, because he ex- 
horted them to do nothing but what was for their own good ; so 
they all set themselves to the work, and leveled the mountain, 
and in that work spent both day and night without any intermis- 
sion, which cost them three whole years before it was removed, 
and brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest of the 
city. After which the temple was the highest of all the build- 
ings, now the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon it stood, 
were demolished. And these actions were thus performed under 
Simon. 

besides these seven years interregnum in the pontificate, we are told, Antlq. 
B. XX, ch. X. that Jonathan's real high priesthood lasted seven years more, thes^ 
two seven years wiU make up fourteen years, which I suppose was Josepho8*s 
own nqmber in thb place, instead of the four in our present copies. 

* These 170 years of the Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus explains him* 
self here, than from the sera of Seleucus, which as it is known to have begun on 
the SlSth year before the Christian sera, from its spring in the tirst booic of Mac- 
cabees, and from its autumn in the second book of Maccabees, so did it not be* 
gin at Babylon till the next spring on the 311th year. See Prid. at the year 
S12* And it is truly observed by Dr. Hudson on this place, that the Syrians 
and Assyrians are sometimes confounded in ancient authors, according to the 
words of Justin the epitomizer of Trogus Pompeius, who sii}$, *^ That the As* 
VOL. II, , P 
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CHAR VII. 

How Simon confederated hinrnlf with Antiochw Pius, and 
made War wainst Trypho; and a little afterward agaimt 
CendebeuSf the General of Antiochu^s Army: as also how 
Simon was murdered by his Sonrin-law Ptoleamy^ and that by 
Treachery, 

§ 1 *. Now a litde while after Demetrius had been carried into 
captivity^ Trypho his governor destroyed Antiochus, the son of 
Alexanderfy who was called the GoaXy and this when he had 
reigned four years, though he gave it out that he died under the 
hands of the surgeons. He then sent his friends, and those that 
were most intimate with him, to the soldiers ; and promised that he 
would give them a great deal of money if they would make him 
king. He intimated to them that Demetrius was made a captive 
by the Parthians: and that Demetrius's brother Antiochus, if 

fiyrians were afterwards called Synam.** B. 1. cb. xu 8ee Of fbe War« B. v. 
cb. ix. sect 4. where the Philistines themselves, at the very south limit of Syria, 
io its utmost extent, are called AM^ans by Josephus, as Spanheim observes. 

. » If mast here be diligently noted, that Josepbus's copy of the first book of 
Maccabees, which he had so carefully foUowed, and faithfully abridged as far 
as the 50th verse of the twelfth chapter, seems there to have ended. What few 
things there are afterward common to both, might probably be learned by him 
from some other more imperfect records. However, we mnst exactly observe 
here, what the remaining part of that boolc of the Maccabees informs us of, and 
what Josephus would never have omitted, had his copy contained so moch, that 
this Simon the Great, the Maccabee, made a league with Antiochus Soter, the 
B«n of Demetrius Soter, and brother of the other Demetrius, who was now a cap- 
tive in Parthia, that upon his coming to the crown, about the 140th yefO* before 
the Christian sera, he granted great privileges to the Jewish nation, and to Simon 
their high priest and ethnarch, which privileges Simon seems to have taken of his 
o;wn accord, about three years before. In pertieolar he gave him leave to coin 
money for his country, With his own stamp : and as concerning Jerusalem, and the 
sanctuary, that they should be^ree, or as the vulgar Latin hath xt^holy andfru^ 
1 Maccab. xv. 6, 7, which I take to be the truer reading, as being the very words 
of his father's concession offered to Jonathan sevei'al years before, ch. x. 31, and 
Antiq. B. xiii. ch. ii. sect. 8. Mow what makes this date, and these grantB, 
greatly remarkable, is the state of the remaining genuine shekels of the Jews 
with Samaritan characters, which seem to have been,^mostof them at least, coined 
in the four first years of this Simon the Asamouean, and having upon them these 
words on the one side, Jenualem the holy^ and on the reverse, In IA« year, of free* 
dotnj 1, or 2, or 3, or 4, which shekels therefore are original monuments of these 
times, and undeniable marks of the truth of the history In these chapters, though 
it be in great measure omitted by Josephus. See Essay on the Old Test. p. 167, 
168^ The reason why I rather suppose that his copy of the Maccabees wanted 
these chapters, than that his own copies are here imperfect, is this, that all their 
contents are not here omitted, thon^ much the greatest part be. 

f How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs us, chap. 58. 
viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, who falsely pretending to the 
people that he was perishing with the stone, as they cut him for it, killed him, 
which exacUy agrees with Josephus. 

t That this Antiochus the son of Alexander Balas, was called the Oody is ev*K 
dent from his coins, which Spanheim assures us bear this inscription, King Jntio' 
chut the God^ Epiphanet ike Fictorieut. 
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he caiqe to be king, would do them a great desi 6f mnehief, in 
way of revenge for their revoking from his brother. Sathe sol- 
diers, in expectation of the wealth they should get by bestowing 
the kingdom on Trypho, made him their ruler. However, when 
Trypho had gained the management of ai&irs^ he demonstrated 
his disposition to be wicked ; for while he was a private person, 
he cultivated a familiarity widi the multitude, and pretended to 
great moderation, and so drew them on artfhily to whatsoever 
he pleased; but when he had once taken the kingdom, he laid 
aside any further dissimulation, and was true Trypho^ which be- 
haviour made his enemies superior to him; for the soldiery hated 
him, and revolted from him to Cleopatra, the wife of Deme- 
trius, who was then shut up in Selettcia with her children. But 
as Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius, who was called Soter^ 
was not admitted by any of the cities on account of Trypho, 
Cleopatra sent to him, and invited him to marry her, and to take 
the kingdom. The reasons why she made this invitation were 
these ; that her friends persuaded her to it, and that she was 
afraid for herself, in case some of the people of Seleucia should 
deliver up the city to Trypho. 

2, As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces 
increased every day, he marched to tight Trypho; and having 
beaten him in the battle, he ejected him out of the Upper Syria 
into Phoenicia, and pursued him thither, and besieged hin^ in 
Dora, which was a fortress hard to be taken, whither he had fled. 
He also sent ambassadors to Simon the Jewish high priest^ 
about a league of friendship and mutual assistance: who readily 
accepted of the invitation, and sent to Antiochus great sums 
of money, and provisions, for those that besieged Dora, and 
thereby supplied them very plentifully, so that for a little while 
he was looked upon as one of his most intimate friends ; but 
still Trypho fled from Dora to Apamia, where he was taken 
during the siege, and put to death when he had reigned three 
years. - 

3. However Antiochus forgot the kind assistance that Simon 
had afforded him in his necessity, by reason of his covetous and 
wicked disposition, and committed an army of soldiers to his 
friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once to ravage Judea, and to 
seize Simon. When Simon heard of Ahtiochus's breakiug his 
league with him, although he were now in years, yet provoked 
with the unjust treatment he had met with from Antiochus, and 
taking a resolution brisker than his age could well bear, he went 
like a youf^ man to act as general of his army. He also sent 
his sons before among the most hardy of his soldiers, and h« 
himself marched on with his army another way, and laid many 
of his men in ambushes in the narrow valley between the mouur 
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.^ains; nor did be fail of success in any one of his iHtempts, but 
was too hard for his enemies in every one of them. So he led 
the rest of his life in peace, and did also himself make a league 
with the Romans. 

. 4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eight years ; but 
at a feast came to his end. It was caused by the treachery of 
his son-in-law Ptolemy; who caught also his wife, and two of 
his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also sent some to kill 
John the third son, whose name was Hyrcanus; but the young 
man perceiving them coming, he* avoided the danger he was in 
from them, and made haste into the city [Jerusalem], as relying 
on the good will of the multitude, because of the benefits. they 
had received from his father, and because of the hatred the same 
multitude bare to Ptolemy, so that when Ptolemy was endea- 
.vouring to enter the city by another gate, they drove him away, 
^ having already admitted of Hyrcanus. 



CHAP. vni. 

Hyrcanus receives the High Priesthood, and ejects Ptolemy out 
of the Country. . Antiochus makes War against Hyrcanus, 
and afterwards makes a League with him* 

§ 1 . So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was above 
Jericho, which was called Dagon: but Hyrcanus having taken 
the priesthood that had been his father's before, and in the first 
place propitiated God by sacrifices, he then made an expedition 
against Ptolemy : and when he made his attacks upon the place, 
in other points he was too hard for him, but was rendered 
weaker than he, by the commiseration he had for his mother and 
brethren, and by that only; for Ptolemy brought them upon the 
wall, and tormented them in the sight of all, and threatened that 
he would throw them down headlong, unless Hyrcanus would 
leave ofi* the siege. And as he thought that so far as he relaxed 
as to the siege and taking of the place, so much favour did he 
show to those that were dearest to him by preventing their 
misery; his zeal about it was cooled. However his mother 
spread out her hands, and begged of him tharhe would not grow 
xemiss on her account, but indulge his indignation so much the 

* Here Josephns begios to follow and to abridge the next sacred Hebrew 
book, styled, in the ead of the first book of Maccabeu»» The Chronicles of John 
lHi/rcanus*s'] high prietthood, bat in some of the Greek copies, thefourikbook of 
Maocabew. A Greek Tenioo of this chronicle wa» extant not very loitg ago in 
tbe days of Santes Pagninus, and Slxtus Senensis, at Lyons, though it seems to 
have been there burnt, and to be now utterly lost. See Sixtus Senerisis's account 
of it, of its many Hebraisms, and its great af^reement with Josephus's abridgment, 
io the Autbent/Rec. part, i. p. 206, 807, 808. 
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more, and that he would do his utmost tatake the place quickly^ 
in order to get the enemy under his power^ and then to avenge 
upon him what he had done to those that were dearest tp him^ 
self; for that death would be to her sweet, though with t!^hrment, 
if that enemy of theirs might but be brought to punishment for 
his wicked dealings to them. Now when his mother said so, he 
resolved to take the fortress immediately; but when he saw her 
beaten and torn to pieces, his courage failed him, and he could 
not but sympathize with what his mother suffered, and was there- 
by overcome. And as the siege was drawn out into length by. 
this means, that year on which the Jews use to rest came on,, 
for the Jews observe this rest every seventh year, as they do> 
every seventh day; so that Ptolemy being* for this cause rcr. 
leased from the war, he slew the brethren of Hyrcanus, and his 
mother: and when he had so done^ he fled to^Zeno, who was 
called Cotylais, who was then the tyrant of the city Philadel- 
phia. 

> £. But Antiochus being very uneasy at the miseries that Simoa 
had brought upon him, he invaded Judea in the fourth year of 
his reign, and the first year of the principality of Hyrcanus, if) 
the hundred and sixty-second olympiad +. And when he had 
burnt the country, he shut up Hyrcanus in the city, which he en- 
compassed round with seven encampments, but did just nothing 
at the first, because of the strength of the walls, and because of 
the valour of the besieged, although they were once in want of 
water, which yet they were delivered from by a large shower 
of rain, vvhich fell at the setting of the Pleiades j;. However, 
about the north part of the wall, where it happened the city was 
upon a level with the outward ground, the king raised a hundred 

* Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent high priest John Hyr- 
canus, the observation of the Sabbatic year, ba J (tsephus supposed, required a rest 
from war, as did that of the weeklif Sabbath from worki I mean t^is, unless in 
the case of necessity ,~wh^n the Jews were attacked by their enemies, in which 
case indeed, and in which alone, they then allowed defensive Aghting to be law- 
ful even on the Sabbath day, as we see in several places of Josepfaus, Antiq. B. 
xii. ch. vi. sect. 2 ; B. xiii. ch. i. sect. 3 : Of the War, B. i. cb. vii. sect. 3. But 
then it must be noted, that this rest from war no way appears in the first book 
of Maccabees, ch. xvl. but the direct contrary ; though indeed the Jews, in the 
days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon %hting on the Sabbath day, 
even in thte defence of their own lives, till the Asaraoneans or Maccabees decreed 
BO to do, 1 Mac. ii. 32—41 ; Antiq. B. xii. ch. vi. sect. 2. 

+ Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin, have here a gross mistake, when 
'they say, that this first year of John Hyrcanus, which we have just now seen- to 
Jiave been & Sabbatic year, was in the 162nd olympiad, whereas it was for certain 
the second year of the 161 st. See the like before, B. xii. ch. vii. sect. 6. 

t This helical setting of the Pleiades, or seven stars, was in the days of Hyr- 
canus and Josephus, early in the spring, about February, the time of the latter 
rain in Judea: and this, so far as 1 remember, is the only astronomical character 
of time, besides one eclipse of the moon in the reign of Herod, that we meet with 
in all Josephus, the Jews being little accustomed to astronomical observations^ 
any farther than for the uses of their kalendar, and utterly forbidden those astro- 
logical uses which the heathens commonly made of them, 
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towers of three «tories high^ abd placed bodies of aoldiert upon 
them^ and as he made his attacks every day> be cut a double ditch, 
deep and broad, and confined the inhabitants within it as within 
a wall: but the besieged contrived to make freqiKnt tallies out; 
and if the enemy were not any where upon their ^uard, they fell 
upon them, and did them a great deal of mischief, and if diey 
perceived them, they then reti*%d into the city with ease. But 
because HyrCanus discerned the inconvenience of so great a nam* 
ber of men in the city, while the provisions were the sooner q>ent 
by them, and yet, as is natural to suppose, those great numbers 
did nothing, be separated the useless part, and excluded them out 
of the city, and retained that part only which were in the flower 
of their age, and fit for war. However, Antiochus would not 
let those that were excluded go away, who therefore wandering 
about between the walls, and consuming away by famine, died 
miserably; but when the feast of tabernacles was at hand^ those 
that were within commiserated their condition, and received 
them in again. And when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and de* 
sired there might be a truce for seven days, because of the fcsti- 
tal, he gave way to this piety towards God, and made that truce 
accordingly: and besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacri- 
fice, bulls^ with their horns gilded*, with all sorts of sweet 
spices, and with cups of gold and silver. So those that were at 
the gates received the sacrifices from those that brought them, 
and led them to the temple; Antiochus, the meanwhile, feasting 
his army: which was a quite different conduct from Antiochus 
Epiphanes^ who, when he had taken the city, he offered swine 
upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple with the broth of their 
flesh, in order to violate the laws of the Jews, and the religion 
they derived irom their forefathers; for which reason our nation 
made war with him, and would never be reconciled to him. 
But for this Antiochus, all men called him AnHoehus the Piovs, 
for the great zeal he had about religion. 

3. Accordingly Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kindly; 
and when he understood how religious he was towards the Deity, 
he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he would restore 
the settlements they received from their forefathers. So he re- 
jected the counsel of those that f would have him utterly de- 
stroy the nation by reason of their way of living, which was to 
others unsociable, and did not regard what they said. But be- 
ing persuaded that all they did was out of a religious mind, he 
answered the ambassadors. That if the besieged would deliver 
up their arms, and pay tribute for Joppa, and the other cities 

* Dr. Hndaofl tells «• here, that this custom of i^ildiog the horns of those ozen 
.that were to be sacrificed, is a koown thing both io the poets and orators. 

f This account in Josephus, that the present Antiochus was persuaded, though 
in vain, not to make pcaee with the J«ws, bot to cut them off utterly, is fully 
confirmed by Diodorus Siculus, in Phodus's extracts out of his 34th Book. 
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which bordered upon Judea, and admit a garrison of his, on 
these terms, he would make war against them no longer. But 
the Jews, although they were content with the other conditions^ 
did not agree to admit the garrison, because they could not 
associate with other people, nor converse with them; yet were 
they willing, instead of the admission of the garrison, to give 
bim hostages, and five hiindned talents of silver, of \diich they 
paid down three hundred, and sent the hostages immediately, 
which king Aatiochus accepted. One of those hostages was 
Hyrcanus's brother: but stiM he hn^e down the fortifications 
ibat enoompassed the dty: and upon these conditions Antio- 
^tts broke up the siege and departed. 

4. But Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who ex- 
celled all oth^r kings in riches, and took out of it three thousand 
•talents. He was also the first of the Jews that, relying on his 
wealth, maintained foreign troops. There was also a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance made between them: upon 
which Hyrcanus admitted bias into the city, and furnished bim 
with whatsoever his army wanted in great plenty, and with great 
generosity, and marched along with him when be made an ex- 
pedition against the Parthians; of which Nicolaus of Damascus 
is a witness for us; who in his history writes thus : '^ When Ai^ 
tiochns had erected a trophy at the river Lycus, upon his con* 
quest of Indates, the general of the Parthians, he stayed there 
two days. It was at the desire of Hyrcanus the Jew, because 
it was such a festival derived to them from their forefathers, 
whereon the law of the Jews did not allow them to travel.** 
And truly he did not speak felsely in saying so; for that festi^ 
val, which we call Pentecost, did then fall out to be the nex^t day 
to the Sabbath: nor is it lawful* for us to ioumey, either on the 
Sabbath day, or on a festival day. But when Antiochus joined 
battle with Arsaces, the king of Parthia, he lost a great part of 
his army, and was himself slain; and his brother Deme^jus suc- 
ceeded in th^ kingdom of Syria, by the permission of Arsacesy 
who freed hini from his captivity, at the same time that Antio- 
chus attacked Parthia, as we have formerly related elsewhere. 

* The Jews were not to march, or joiiroey,oo the S«bbRUi»or on such a great 
festival as was eqaiYalent to the Sabbath, any farther than a Saiibath dajfs j' 
nejff Qr 2000 cubits. See the ooti on Anii%. B.^zx. ch.> viii. sect. 6» 
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CHAP. IX. 

How, after the Death of AntiochuSy Hyrcanus made an Ex- 
pedition against Syria^ and made a League mth the Romans. 
Concerning the Death of King Demetnus and Alexander. 

% 1 , But wheu Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus, he 
presently made an expedition against the cities of Syria^ hoping 
to find them destitute of fighting men, and of such as were able 
to defend them. However, it was not till the sixth month that 
he ^ook Medaba, and that not withoMt the greatest distress of his 
army. After this he took Samega, and the neighbouring placet; 
and besides these, Shechem and Gerizzim, and the nation of the 
Cutheans, who dwelt at the temple which resembled that temple 
which wa9 at Jerusalem, and which Alexander permitted San- 
baliat, the general of his army, to build for the sake of Manas- 
;8eh, who was son-rin-law to Jaddua the high priest, as we have 
formerly related ; which temple was now deserted two hundred 
jears after it was built. Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, 
cities/ of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans ; and permitted 
,them to stay in that country, if they would circumcise their geni- 
tals, and piake use of the laws of the Jews; and they were so 
desirous of living in the country of their forefathers that they 
submitted to the use of circumcision "*, and of the rest of the 
Jewish ways of living, at which time therefore this befell them, 
that they were hereafter no other than Jews. 

2. But Hyrcanus the high priest was desirous to renew that 
league of friendship they had with the Romans: accordii^ly he 

* This account of the Idumeans admitting circumcision, and the entire Jewish 
law, from this time, or from the days of Hyrcanus, is confirmed by their entire 
JbisMiry afterward. — See Antiq. B. xiv. ch. viii. sect, 1 ; B. xv. ch. vii. sect. 9: Of 
the War, B. ii.ch. iii. sect. 1 ; B. iy. oh. iv. sect. 5. This, iQ the opinion of Jose- 
phus, made them proselytes of justice, or entire Jews, as here and elsewhere, 
-Anttq^ B. xiv. ch. viii. sect. 1. However Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though 
Herod were derived from such a proselyte of justice for several generations, 
will allow him to be do more than a half Jew, B. xiv. ch. xv. sect. 2. But still 
tlike out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, the words of Ammonius, a gram- 
marian, which fully confirms this account of the Idumeans in Josephus: *' The 
Jews, says he, are such by nature, and from the beginning, whilst the Idumeans 
were not Jews from the beginning, but Phoenicians and Syrians; but being after- 
■iVArd subdued by the Jews, and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into 
one nation, and be subject to the same laws, were called Jews."* Dio also says, 
as the Dean there quotes him from book xxxvi. p. 37 : " That country is called 
Judea, and the people Jews, and this name is given also to as many others as em- 
brace their religion, though of other nations." But then npon what foundation 
so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him to compel these Idumeans either 
to become Jews, or to leave their country, deserves great consideration. 1 sup- 
pose it was because they had long ago been driven out of the land of Bdom, and 
had seized on and possessed the tribe of Simeon, and all the southern parts of the 
tribe of Judah, which was the peculiar inheritance of the worshippers of the true 
God without idolatry, as the reader may learn from Reland, Palestine, part i. 
p. 154, 305; and from Prideaux, at the years 140 and 165. 
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sent an embassage to them: and when the. senate had received 
their epistle^ they made a league of friendship with them after 
the manner following: ^' Fanius, the son of Marcus the praetor, 

fithered the senate together on the eighth day, before the ides of 
ebruary, in the senate-house^ when Lucius Manlius, the son of 
Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, and Caius Sempronius, the son of 
Caius, of the Falernian tribe, were present. The occasion was, 
that the ambassadors sent by the peopleof the Jews "^^ Simon the 
0on of Dositheus, and Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and 
Diodorus, the son of Jason, who were good and virtuous pien, 
had somewhat to propose about that league of friendship and 
mutual assistance which subsisted between them and the Romans^ 
and about other public affairs^ who desired that Joppa and the 
havens, and Gazara and the springs [of Jordan], and the several 
other cities and countries of theirs which Antiochus had taken 
from them in the war, contrary to the decree of the senate, 
might be restored to them : and that it might not be lawful for 
the king's troops to pass through their country, and the countries 
of those that are subject to them: and that what attempts An- 
tiochus then made during that war, without the decree of the 
senate, might be made void: and that they would send ambas- 
sadors, who should take care tliat restitution be made them of 
whatrAntiochus had taken from them, and that they should make 
an estimate of the country that had been laid waste in that war; 
and that they would grant them letters of protection to the kings 
and free people, in order to their quiet return home. It was 
therefore decreed, as t<>. these points, to renew their league of 
friendship and mutual assistance with these good men, and who 
were sent by a good and a friendly people.'' But that as to the 
letters desired, their answer was, that the senate would consult 
about that matter, when their own affairs would give them leave, 
and that they would endeavour for the time to come, that no 
like injury should be done them ; and that their prsetor Fanius 
should give them money out of the public treasury to bear their 
expenses home. And thus did Fanius dismiss the Jewish am- 
bassadors, and gave them money out of the public treasury : and 
gave the decree of the senate to those that were to conduct them, 
and to take care that they should return home in safety. 

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high priest. But 
as for king Demetrius, who had a mind to make war against Hyr- 
canus^ there was no opportunity nor room for it, while both the 
Syrians and the soldiers bare ill will to him, because he was an 
ill man. But when they had sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, who 
was called Physcon, that he would send them one of the family 

* In this decree of the Roman senate, it seems that these ambassadors were 
sent from the people of the Jews, as well as from their- prince or high priest John 
Hyrcanus, 
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of S6l«oeu«, in order to take the kingdom, atid he had sent them 
Alexander, who was called Zebiiia> with aa army^ and there had 
•been a battle between them, Demetrius was beaten in the ight, 
end fled to Cleopatra his wife, to Ptolemais; but his wife would 
not receive hun. He went thence to Tyre, and was there caught, 
and when he had suffered much from his enemies before his 
4)eath, he was slain by them. So Alexander took the kingdom, 
and inade a league with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he afterward 
fought with Anfiochus the son of Demetrius, who was called 
Orypns, was also beaten in the fight, and shin. 



CHAP. X. 

HaWy tqkm the Quarrel between Antiockus Grypus 4md Antio^ 
€hui CyzicenuSf about the Kingdom, Hyrccams took Samaria^ 
ami utterly demolished it ; and how Hyrcanus joined himself 
to the Sect of the Sadduceesy and left that of the Pharisees. 

^ 1. When Antiocfaus had taken die kingdom, he was afraid to 
make war against Judea, because he heard that his brother by 
the same mother, who was also called Antiochus, was raising 
an army against him out of Cyzicum ; so he staid in his own 
land, and resolved to prepare himself for the attack he expected 
from his brodier, who was called Cyzicenus, because he had 
been brought up in that city. He was the son of Antiochus 
that was called Soter, who died in Partbia. He was the brot)ier 
of Demetrius, the father of Grypus, for k so happened, that one 
and the same Cleopatra was married to two, who were brethren, 
as we have related elsewhere. But ^ntiodius Cyzicenus coming 
into Syria, continued many years at war with^his brother. Now 
Hyrcanus lived all this while in peace ; for, after the death of 
Antiochus, he revolted from tfie Macedonians*, nor did he any 
longer pay them the least regard, either as their subject or their 
friend ; but his affairs were m a very improving and flourishing 
condition in the times of Alexander Zebina, and especially un- 
der these brethren ; for the war which they had with one another 
•gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of enjoying himself in Judea 
quietly, insomuch that he got an immense quantity of money. 
However when Antiochus Cyzicenus distressed his land, he 
then openly showed what he meant And when he saw that 
Antiochus was destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both he 
^md his brother were in an ill condition in the struggles they had 
one with another, he despised them both. 

* Dean Prideanx takes notice at the year 130, that Jiuitio, in agreement with 
Joaephus, lays, **• The power of the Jews was now frown so fremt that after tbt» 
^AotioebiK tfakey would n<»t bear any Macedonian king over them, aad thai they 
set up a government of their own, and infested Syria with great wars." 
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^. So he made an expedition against Samaria, Yfhich was a 
tery strong city ; of whose present name Sebaste, and its re- 
building by Herod; we shall speak at a proper time: but he 
made his attack against it, and be^eged it with a great deal of 
pains ; for he was greatly displeased with the Samaritans for the 
mjuries they had done to the people of Merissa^ a colony of the 
Jews, and confederate with them, and this in compliance to the * 
kings of Syria. When he had therefore drawn a ditch, and built 
a double wall round the city, which were fourscore furlongs long, 
he set his sons Antigonus and Aristobnlus over the siege, which 
brought the Samaritans to that great distress by irimine, that they 
were forced to eat what used not to be eaten, and to call for 
Antiochus Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to their 
assistance, but was beaten by Aristobulus, and when he was pur- 
sued so far as Scythopolis by the two brethren, he got away. So 
Aey returned to Samaria, and shut them again within the wall, 
till they were forced to send for the same Antiochus a second 
time to help them, who procured about six thousand men from 
Ptolemy Lathyrus, which were sent them without his mother's 
consent, who had then in a manner turned him out of his govern- 
ment. With these Egyptians Antiochus did at first overrun and 
ravage the country of Uyrcanus, after the manner of a robber, 
for he durst not meet him in the face to fight yvith him, as not 
having an army sufficient for that purpose, but only from this sup- 
posal, that by thus barrassing his land, he should force Hyrcanus 
to raise the siege of Samaria ; but because he fell into snares, 
•and lost many of bis soldiers therein, he went away to Tripoli, 
and committed the prosecution of the war agarost the Jews to 
Callimander and Epicrates. 

3. Bat as to Callimander, be attacked the enemy too rashly, 
and was put to flight, and destroyed immediately; and as to Epi- 
crates, he was such a lover of money that he openly betrayed 
Scythopolis, and other places near it, to llie Jews, but was not 
able to make them raise the siege of Samaria. And when Hyr- 
canus had taken that city, which was not done till after a year's 
siege, he was not contented with doing that only, but he demo- 
lished it entirely, and brought rivulets to it to drown it ; for he 
dug such hollows as might let the water run under it : nay, he 
took away the very marks that there had ever been such a city 
there. Now a very surprising thing is related of this high priest 
Hyrcanus, how God came to discourse with him ; for they say, 
diat on the very same day on which his sons fought with Antio- 
chus Cyzicenus, he was alone iu the temple, as high priest, offer^- 
ing incense, and heard a voice, that *' his sons had just then 
overcome Antiochus." And this he openly declared before all 
the multitude upon his coming out of the temple; and it accord- 
iflgly proved true. And in this posture were the aflhirs of Hyr- 
canus. 
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4. Now it happened at this time, that not only those Jews 
who were at Jerusalem and in Judea were in prosperity, but also 
those of them that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt and Cyprus^ 
for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with her son Ptolemy, 
who was called Lathyrus, and appointed for her generals Chel- 
ciasy and Ananias, the sons of that Onias who built the temple 
in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to that at Jerusalem, as we 
have elsewhere related. Cleopatra intrusted these men with her 
army ; and did nothing without their advice, as Strabo of Cap- 
padocia attests, when he saith thus: '^ Now the greater part, both 
those that came to Cyprus with us, and those that were sent 
afterward thither, revolted to Ptolemy imm^ediately ; only those 
that were called Oni^^'s party, being Jews, continued faithful, 
because their countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in chieJT 
favour with the queen." These are the words of Strabo. 

5. However this prosperous state of affairs moved the Jews 
to envy Hyrcauus ; but they that were the worst disposed to him 
were the Pharisees*, who are one of the sects of the Jews, as 
we have informed you already. These have so great a power 
over the multitude, that when they say any thing gainst the king, 
or against the high priest, they are presently believed. Now 
Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs, and greatly beloved by them. 
And when he once invited them to a feast, and entertained them 
very kindly, when he saw them in a good humour, he began to 
say to them, that " they knew he was desirous to be a righteous 
man, and to do all things whereby he might please God, which 
was the profession of the Pharisees also. However, he desired, « 
that if they observed him offending in any point, and going out 
of the right way, they would call him back and correct him." 
On which occasion they attested to his being entirely virtuous; 
with which commendation he was well pleased. But still there 
was one of his guests there, whose name was Eleazarf, a man 
of an ill temper, and delighting in seditious practices. This man 

* The original of the Sadducees, as a considerable party among the Jews^ 
being contained in this and the two following sections, take Dean Prideaux's 
note upon this their first public appearance, which I suppose to be true : ** Hyr- 
canost^ says he, *^ went over to the party of the Sadducees, that is by embracing 
their doctrine against the traditions of the elders, added to the written law, and 
made of equal authority with it, but not their doctrine against the resurrection 
and a future state, for this cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a man as 
John Hyrcanus is said to be. It is most probable, that at this time the Saddu- 
cees had gone no farther in their doctrines of that sect than to deny all their un- 
written traditions, which the Pharisees were so fond of; for Josephus mentions 
no other difference at this time between them: neither does he say that Hyrca- 
nus went over to the Sadducees in any other particular than in the abolishing of 
all the traditionary constitutions of the Pharisees, which our Saviour condemnefl 
as well as they." [At the year 108.] 

f This slander, that arose from a Pharisee, has been preserved by their succes- 
sors the Rabins to these latter ages, for Dr. Hudson assures us, that David Gantz, 
in his chronology S. Fr. p. 77, in Vorstius* version, relates that Hyrcanus's mother 
was taken captive in Mount Modinth' See ch. ziii. sect. 5. 
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said^ ** Sitkce diou desirest t6 knaw the truths if. tbou wilt be 
righteous in earnest, lay down the high priesthood, and content 
thyself widi the civil government of the people." And when 
he desired to know for what cause he ought to. lay down the 
high priesthood ? the other replied, ^^ We have heard it from 
old men, that thy mother had been a captive under the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes." This story was false, and Hyrcanus 
was provoked against him ; . and all the Pharisees had a very great 
indignation against him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of Hyr- 
canus's, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions are 
quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus, 
that ^^ Eleazar had cast such a reproach upon him according to 
the common sentiments of all the Pharisees ; and that this would 
be made manifest if he would but ask them the question, what 
punishment they thought this man deserved? for that he might 
depend upon it, that the reproach was not laid on him with their 
approbation, if they were for punishing him as his crime deserved.*^ 
So the Pharisees made answer, that ^' he deserved stripes and 
bonds, but that it did not seem right to punish reproaches with 
death." And indeed the Pharisees, even upon other occasions, 
are not apt to be severe in punishments. At this gentle sentence 
Hyrcanus was very angry, and thought that this man reproached 
him by their approbation. It was this Jonathan who chiefly 
irritated him, and influenced him so far that he made him leave 
the party of the Pharisees, and abolish the decrees they had im- 
posed on the people, and to punish those that observed them* 
*From this source arose that hatred which he and his sons met 

with from the multitude; but of these matters we shall speak 
hereafter. What I would now explain is this, that the Pharisees 
have delivered to the people a great many observances by suc- 
cession from their fathers, which are not written in the law of 
Moses ; and for that reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, 
and say, that we are to esteem those observances to be obligatory 
which are in the written word, but are not to observe what are 
derived from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerning 
these things it is that great disputes and differences have arisen 
among them, while the Sadducees are able to persuade none but 
the rich, and have not the populace obsequious to them, but the 
Pharisees have the multitude of their side. But about these two 
sects, and that of the Essenes, I have treated accurately in the 
second book of Jewish affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition, he after 
that lived happily, and administered the government in the best 
manner for thirty-one years, and then died'^; leaving behind 

* Here ends the high priesthood and the Ufe of this ezceUent person John Hyr- 
canus ; and together with him the holy theocracy^ or divine government of the Jew- 
ish nation, and its coocomitant oracle by Vrirn* Now follows the profane and 
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bim fife 80119. He was esteemed by Ood wortily of tbe tlure» 
greatest privileges, the government of bis nation, the dignity of 
the high priesthoodi and prophecy ; for God was widi faim, and 
eoabl^ bim to know futurities : and to foretell this in particu- 
lar, that as to bis two eldest sons^ he foretold that they would 
BOt long continue in the government of public affairs ; whose 
unhappy catMtrophe will foe worth our description, that we may 
thence learn how very inucb they were inferior to their father's 
happiness. 

CHAP. XI, 

How Aristobulmy when he had taken the Government^ first of 
. all put a Diadem on his Head, and was most barbarously 
cruel to his McOher and his Brethren ; and how, after he had 
' slain AntigonuSy he himself died. 

% 1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest son, 
Aristobulusy intending to change the government into a kingdom, 
for so he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem on his head, 
four hundred eighty and one years and three mouths after the 
people had been delivered from the Babylonish slavery, and 
were Teturned to their own country again. This Aristobutus 
loved his next brother Antigonus, and treated him as his equal, 
but the others he held in bonds. He also cast his mother into 
prison, because she disputed the government with him, for Hyr- 
canus had left her to be mistress of alL He also proceeded to 
that degree of barbarity as to kill her in prison with hunger; nay, 
he was alienated from his brother Antigpnus by calumnies, and 
added him to the rest whom he stew, yet he seemed to have an 
affection for him, and made him above the rest a partner with 
him in the kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not give 
credit to, partly because be loved him, and so did not give heed 

tyrannical Jewish monarchy, first of the Asamoneaop or Maccabees, and then of 
Herod the Great, the Idumean, till the coming of the Messiah. See the note on 
Antiq. B. iii. chap. viii. sect. 9. Hear Strabo*8 testimony on this occasion, B. 
icvt. page 761, 769 t ** Those," says be, " that swoeeeded Moses, continued for 
iome time in earnest^ both in righteous actions, and in piety | but after a while, 
there'were others that took npon them the high priesthood ; at first superstitious 
and afterwards tyrannical persons. Sach a prophet was Moses, and those that 
succeeded him, beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changing for the worse* 
And when it openly appeared that the goTernment was become tyrannical, Alex- 
ander was the first that set up himself for a king instead of a priest ; and his sons 
were Hyrcanus and Aristobnius.*' Alt in agreement with Josephus, excepting 
this, that Strabo omits the first king Aristobnius, who reigned but a single year, 
teems hardly ta have come to his knowledge. Nor indeed does Aristobulus» the 
son of Alexander, pretend that the name of Tdiig was taken before his father 
Alexander took it himself. Antiq. B. xiv.chap. ill. sect. 2. See also chap. xii. 
^ct. 1, which favour Strabo also. And indeed, if we may judge from the very 
different characters of the Egyptian Jews uqder high priests, and of the Palestine 
Jews under kings, in the two next centuries, we may weW suppose, that the di- 
vinp 8hechinttvin% removed into Bgypt, and that the worshippers at the temple 
of -Onfas were better men than tboie at the temple of Jerusalem. 
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t^ what Was said sgrndst hioli and partly because lie tbdught the- 
rteproachea were derived from the eavy of the relaters* Bui 
when Antigonns was once returned from the army, and that 
feast was then at hand when they make tabernacles to [the honour 
of| Ood, it happened that Aristobulus was fidlen sick, and that 
Antigoitus meaat up most splendidly adorned, and widi his sol- 
diers about him in their armour, to the temple^ to celebrate the- 
feast^ a»d to put up nanny prayers for the recovery of his bro* 
ther, when some wicked persons, who had a great mind to raise 
a difierenee between the brethren, made use of this opportunity 
of the pompous app^rance of Antigonus, and of the great ac- 
tions which he had done, and went to the king, and spiteffdly 
aggravated the pompous show of his at the feast, and pretended 
that all these circumstances were not liko those of a private 
person; that these actions were indications of an affection of 
royal authority ; and that his coming with a strong body of men 
must be with an intention to kill him; and that his way of rea- 
soning was this, that it was a silly thing in him, while it was 
in his power to reign himself, to look upon it as a great favour 
that he was honoured with a lower d^ity by his brother. 

£• Aristobulus yielded to these imputations, but took car^ 
both diat his brother should not suspect him, and that he him- 
self might not run the hazard of his, own safety ; so be ordered 
his guards to lie in a certain place that was undw ground, and 
dark (he himself then lying sick in the tower which was called 
Antonta), and he commanded them, that in case Antigonus came 
into him unarmed, they should not touch any body, but if armed, 
they should kill him ; yet did he send to Antigonus, and desired 
that he would come unarmed. But the queen, and those that 
joined with her in the plot against Antigonus, persuaded the 
messenger to tell him the direct contrary : how his brother had 
heard that he had made himself a fine suit of armour for war, 
and desired him to come to him in that armour that he mi^t 
see how fine it w^s. So Antigonus, suspecting no treachery, but 
depending on the good will of his brother, came to Aristobulus 
armed, as he used to be, with his entire armour, in order to show 
it to him; but when he was come at a place which was called 
Strato's Tower, where the passage happened to be exceeding 
dark, the guards slew him ; which death of his demonstrates 
that nothing is strongs than envy and calumny, and that nothing 
does more certainly divide the good-will and natural affections 
of men than those passions. But here one may take occasion 
to wonder at one Judas, who was of the sect of the Essenes, and 
who never missed the truth in his predictions; for this man, 
when he saw Antigonus passing by the temple, cried out to his 
companions and friends, who abode with him as his scholars, in 
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order to learn the art of foretelling things to come *, '^ That it 
was gopd for him to die now^ since he had spoken ialsely about 
AntigomiS; who is still alive, and I see him passing by, althou^ 
he had foretold he. should die at the place called Strato's Tovirer^ 
that very day, while yet the place is six hundred furlongs off^ 
where he had foretold he should be slain ; and still this day is a 
great part of it sflready past, so that he was in danger of proving . 
a false prophet." As he was saying this, and that in a melan* 
choly mood, the news came that Antigonus was slain in a place 
under ground, ^hich itself was also called Strato's Tower, or of 
the same name with that Cesarea which is seated at the sea. 
This event put the prophet into a great discM-der. 

5. But Aristobuius repented immediately of this slaughter 
of his brother; on which account his disease increased upon 
him, and he was disturbed in his mind, upon the guilt of such 
wickedness, insomuch that his entrails were corrupted by his 
intolerable pain, and he vomited blood : at which time one of 
the servants that attended upon him, and was carrying his blood 
away, did by divine providence, as I cannot but suppose, slip 
down, and shed part of his blood at the very place where there . 
were spots of Antigonus's blood, there slain, still remaining; 
and when there was a cry made by the spectators^ as if the ser- 
vant had on purpose shed the blood on that place, Aristobuius 
heard it, and inquired what the matter was i And as they did. 
not answer him, he was the more earnest to know what it was, 
it being natural to men to suspect that what is thus concealed 
is very bad: so upon his threatening, and forcing them by ter^ 
rors to speak, they at length told him the truth ; whereupon he 
shed many tears, in that disorder of mind which arose from his 
consciousness of what he had done, and gave a deep groan, and 
siud : ** I am not therefore, I perceive, to be concealed from 
God^ in the impious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of^ 
bfut a sudden punishment is coming upon me for the shedding 
the blood of my relations. And now, O thou most impudent 
body of mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, 
in order to appease the ghosts of my brother and my mother \ 
Why dost thou not give it all up at once ? And why do I deliver 
up my blood drop by drop to those whom I have so wickedly 
murdered V^ In saying which last words, he died, having reigned 
a year. He was called a lover of the Grecians ; and nad con*^ 
ferred many benefits on his own country, and made war against 

* Hence we learn, that the Essenes pretended to have rules whereby men 
might foretell things to come, and that this Judas the Essene taught thos<s rules to 
bis scholars ; but whether their pretences were of an astrological or magical na- 
ture* which yet in such religious Jews, who were utterly forbidden such arts, is 
no way probable, or to any Bath Col, spoken of by the latter Rabbins, or other- 
wise, I cannot say. See Of the War» B. ii. ch. viii. sect. 12. 
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Iturea^ and. added a great part of it to Judea, and compelled 
the inhabitants, if they would continue in that country, to be 
circumcised, and to live according to the Jewish laws. He was 
naturally a man of candour, and of great modesty, as Strabo 
bears witness, in the name of Timagenes; who says thus: 
'* This man was a person of candour, and very serviceable to 
the Jews, for he added a country to them, and obtained a part 
of the nation of the Itureans for them, and bound them to them 
by the bond of the circumcision of their genitals." 



CHAP. XII. 

How Alexander, when he had taken the Government, made an 
Expedition against Ptolemais, and then raised the Siege out 
of Fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made War 
against him, because he had sent to Cleopatra to persuade her 
to make War against Ptolemy, and yet pretended to be in 
Friendship with him, when he beat the Jews in the Battle. ' 

§ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who by the 
Greeks was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of prison (for 
Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have said alrj^aidy), 
and. made Alexander Janneus king, who was the superior in age^ 
and in moderation. This child happened to be hated by his 
father as soon as he was born, and could never be permitted tp 
come into his father's sight, till he died. The occasion of which 
hatred is thus reported : When Hyrcanus chie6y loved the two 
eldest of his sons, Antigonus and Aristobulus, God appeared to 
him in his sleep, of whom he inquired, which of his sons should 
be his successor ; upon God's representing to him the counte* 
naQce of Alexander, he was grieved that he was to be the heir 
of all his goods, and suffered him to be brought up in Galilee^. 
However, God did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of 
Aristobulus, he certainly took the kingdom ; and one of his 
brethren, who affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who 
chose to live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government in 
the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition against 
Ptolemais; and having overcome the men in battle, he shut 
them up in the city, and sat round about and besieged it ; for of 
the maritime cities there remained only Ptolejnais and Gaza to 
be conquered, besides Strato's Tower^ and Dora,. which were 

* The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son of his whom he did not love 
to come ioto Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee, is suggested 
by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so hap|>y and well cultivated a 
country as Judea, Matt. xxvi. 7S; John, vii. 52; Acts, ii. 7; although another 
obvious reason occurs also, that he was farther out of his sight in Galileo than 
he would have been in Judea. 

VOL. II. Q 
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held ky the tyrant Zoilus. Now vfhlle Antiochu* Philometer, 
and AntiochHS, who was called Gyzicenus, wei« mMmg war one 
against another^ and destroying one anoth^'s arnbi^^ ike people 
of Ptolemab coiild hare no assistance from thenEi:; but when 
they were distressed with this siege, Zoilus> who possessed' 
Strato's Tower and Dora, and maintained si legion of soldfers, 
and on occasion of the contest between the kings alfected 
l?jrranny himself, came and brought some small assistance to the 
people of Ptolemais; nor indeed bad the kings such a fraend- 
ship for them, as that they should hope for any advantage from 
them. Both those kings were in the case of wrestlers, who find- 
ing themselves deficient in strength, aod yet being ashamed to 
yield, put off the fight by laziness, and by lying .still ks long as 
they can. The only hope they had remaining was from the 
kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held 
Cyprus, and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the 
government of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him to 
come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were in such 
danger, out of t^e hands of Alexander. And as the ambassa* 
dors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into Syria, he 
would have the people ~6f Oaza on the sidq of those of Plole- 
mais ; as also diey said, that Zoilus, and besides these the Sido- 
iiians, and many others, vvQuld assist them ; so he was ekvaHid 
at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible. 

3. But in this interval Demenetus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader ot 
the populiice, made those of Ptolemais change their opinions ; 
and said to them, That ** it was better to run the hazard of be-> 
ing subject to the Jews than to admit of evident slavery by deli^ 
vering themselves up to a master ; and besides that, to have not 
only a war at present, but to expect a much greater war front 
Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not overlook an army raised by 
Ptolemy for himself out of the neighbourhood^ but would come 
against them with a great army of her own, and this because she 
was labouring to eject her son out, of Cyprus ajso ; that as for 
Ptolemy, if he fail of his hopes, he can still retire to Cyprus, 
but that they will be left in the greatest danger possible.*' 
Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of the change that was 
made in the people of Ptolemais, yet did he still go on with bis 
voyage, and came to the country called Sycamme, and there 
set his army on shore. This army of his in the whote> horse 
and foot together, were about thirty thousand, with which he 
inarched near to Ptolemais, and there pitched his camp : but 
when the people of Ptolemais neither received his ambassadors, 
nor would hear what they had to say, he was under a very great 
concern. 
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4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza came to him, 
and desired his assistance, because th^ir country was laid waste 
by the Jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raised the siege, fop 
fear of Ptolemy : aqd when he had drawn off his army into bi^ 
own country, he used a stratagem afterwards, hy privately invito 
ing Cleopatra to com^ ?igain8t Ptolemy, hut publicly pretending 
to desire a league of friendship and mMtual assistanae witti him ; 
sind promising to give him four hundred, tfil^nts of silver, be 
desired that, by way Qf requital, he would take off Zoilus the 
tyrant, ^n^ givQ his country to the Jaws. And then indeed 
Ptolemy with pIea^u^e m^de such a league of friendship with 
Al^s^ander, and subdued Zoilus; but when he af^rwaard' heard 
that he. had privily sent to Cleopatra his mother, lie broke the 
league with him, which yet he had confirmed vyith an oat^,.and 
fel( upon him» and besieged Ptolemais, biocaase it would not 
receive him. However, leaving his genc^rala, with aome parttif 
his forces, to go on with the si^e, he w^nt himself immediately 
with the rest to lay Judea waste ; and when Alexander under** 
stood this to be Ptolemy's intention, he also got together about 
fifty thous^^nd soldiers out of his own country ; nay, * as some 
writers hav^ said, eighty thousand. He then took his armyftnd 
went to meet Ptolemy; but Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city 
of Galilee, and took it by force on the Sabbath day, and there 
he took about ten thousand slaves, and a great deal of othei? 

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which was a city not far 
from that which was destroyed, but lost many of his men; yet 
did be then go to fight with Alexander, which Ale^sander met 
him at the river Jordan, near a certain place culled Sapkoth [not 
far from the river Jordan], and pitched his camp near to the 
enemy. He had however eight thousand in the first rank, which 
he styled Hecatontomachi, having shields of brass. Those in 
the first rank qf Ptolemy's soldiers also had shields covered wi^lj 
brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers in other fesppcts w^re inferior to 
those of Alexander, an4 therefore were mor^ fearful of running 
hazards ; but Philostephanus, the camp-master, put great cpu- 
rage into them, and ordered them to pass the river, which >^as 
between their camps : nor did Alexander thiqk fit to hinjler their 
passage over it, for he thought that if the enemy had once got- 
ten the river on their back, that he should the easier take theni 
prisoners, when they could not flee out of the battle : in the 

* From these and other occasional expressions dropped hp' Josephu8,we may 
learn, that where the sacred books of the Jews were deficient, he had several 
dther. histories (hen extant, bnt now most of them lost, whicb he faithfully fol-^ 
lowed in his own history : nor indeed have we any other records of (hose times, 
relating to Judea, that can be compared to these accounts of Josephds, thoD|;h, 
when we do meet with authentic fragments of such original records, they almost 
always confirm his history. 

q2 
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beginning of which, the acts on both sides with their hands, and 
with their alacrity, were alike, and a great slaughter was made 
by both the armies, but Alexander was superior, till Philoste- 
phanus opportunely brought up the auxiliaries to help those that 
were giving way ; but as there were no auxiiiaiies to afford help 
to that part of the Jews that gave way, it fell out that they fled, 
and those near them did not assist them, but fled along with 
them. However, Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite otherwise ; for 
they followed the Jews, and killed them, till at length those that 
slew them pursued after them, when they had made them all 
run away, and slew thekn so long that their weapons of iron^ 
were blunted, and their hands quite tired with the slaughter ; 
for the report was, that thirty thousand men were then slain. 
Timagenes says, they were fifty thousand. As for the rest, 
they were part of them taken captives, and the other part ran 
away to their own country. 

6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all the country ; and 
when night came on, he abode in certain villages of Judea, 
which when he found full of women and children, he com- 
manded his soldiers to strangle them, and cut them in pieces, 
and then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and then to devour 
their limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was given, that 
such as fled from the battle, and came to them, might suppose 
their enemies were cannibals, and ate men*s flesh, and might on 
that account be still more terrified at them upon such a sight 
And both Strabo and Nicholaus [of Damascus] aflirm that 
they used these people after this manner, as I have already 
related. Ptolemy also took Ptolemais by force, as we have 
declared elsewhere. 



CHAP. XIII. 

How Alexander, upon the League of mutual D^ence which 
Cleopatra had agreed with him, made an Expedition against 
Celesuriay and utterly overthrew the City of Gaza ; and how 
he stew many Ten Thousands of Jews that rebelled against 
him; also concerning Antiochus Grypus, SeleucuSy Antio- 
chus CyzicenuSy and Antiochus Pius, and others. 

% 1. When Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great, and 
laid Judea waste, without disturbance, and had gotten the city 
of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to overlook 
what he did, when he was almost at her gates ; and she con- 
cluded that now he was so much stronger than before, he 
would be very desirous of the dominion over the Egyptians, 
but she immediately marched against him with a fleet at sea, 
and an army of foot oo land, and made Chelcias and Ananias 
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the JewS| generals of her whole army, while she sent the 
greatest part of her riches, her grandchildren, and her testa- 
ment to the people of Cos*. Cleopatra also ordered her son 
Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phoenicia ; and when 
that country revolted^ she came to Ptolemais, and because the 
people of Ptolemais did not receive her, she besieged the city ; 
but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made haste into Egypt, 
supposing that he should find it destitute of an army, and soon 
take it, though he failed of his hopes. At this time Chelcias, 
one of Cleopatra's generals, happened to die in Celesyria, as 
he was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

£. When Cleopatra heard of her son^s attempt, and that his 
Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to his expecta- 
tions, she sent thither part of her army, and drove him out of 
that country ; so when he was returned out of Egypt again, he 
abode during the winter at Gaza, in which time Cleopatra took 
the garrison that was in Ptolemais by siege, as well as the city ; 
and when Alexander came to her, he gave her presents, and 
such marks of respect as were but proper, since under the 
miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he had no other refuge but 
her. Now there were some of her friends who persuaded her 
to seize Alexander, and to overrun and take possession of the 
country, and not to sit still and see such a multitude of brave 
Jews subject to one man. But Ananias's counsel was contrary 
to theirs, who said, that '^ she would do an unjust action if she 
deprived a man that was her ally of that authority which be- 
longed to him, and this a man who is related to us; for," said he, 
" 1 would not have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice 
thou dost to him will make all us that are Jews to be thy ene- 
mies." This desire of Ananias Cleopatra complied with, and 
did no injury to Alexander, but made a league of mutual 
assistance with him, at Scythopolis, a city of Celesyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the fear he was in 
of Ptolemy, he presently made an expedition against Celesyria. 
He also took Gadara after a siege of ten months. He took 
also Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to the inhabi- 
tants above Jordan, where Theodorus the son of Zeno had his 
chief treasure, and what he esteemed most precious. This 
Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew ten thousand 
of them, and seized upon Alexander's baggage ; yet did not 
this misfortune terrify Alexander, but he made an expedition 
upon the maritime parts of the country, Raphia and Anthedon 
(the name of which king Herod afterward changed to Agrip* 

• This city or island of Cos is not that remote island in the JE^mt sea 
famous for the birth of the great Hippocrates, but a city or island of the same 
name adjoining to Egypt, mentioned both by Stephanos and Ptolemy, as Dr. 
Hudson informs us. Of which Cos, and the treasures there laid up by GleQ« 
patra and the Jews, see Antiq. b. xiv. ch. vii. sect. 2. 
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pias), and took even that by fb^ce ; but wkbti Alexatider sMiw 
that, Ptolemy was retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and his mothisr 
Cleopatra was returned to Egypt, he grew angry ]Bit 4he ^eOpie 
of Gaza^ because they had invited Ptolemy to assist them, and 
besieged their city> and ravaged their country. But as A|[)olloo 
dotus^ the general of the army of Gaza^ fell upOn the camp of 
the Jews by nighty with two thousand foreign^ and ten thousand 
of his own forces, while the night lasted, those of Gaza p)re^ 
vailed, because the enemy was made to believe that it was 
l^tolemy who attacked them; but when day was come on, and 
that mistake was corrected, and the Jews knew the truth of the 
matter, they came back again, and fell upon those of Gaza, and 
slew of th^ about a thousand : but as those of Gaza stoutly 
resisted them, and would not yield for either their want of 
any thing, nor for the great multitude that were slain, foi* they 
would rather suffer aiky hardship whatever than come under thi 
power of their enemies, Aretas, king of the Arabiat^, a person 
then very illustrious, encouraged them to go on with alacrity, 
and promised diem that he would come to their assist^ificie; ^"^ 
it happened that before be came, ApoUodotus was slain, for his 
i>rothe)* Lysimachus, envying him for the great reputation he 
had gained among the citizens, slew him, and got the army 
together, and delivered up the city to Alexander, who, when h6 
came in at first, lay quiet, but afterward set his army upon the 
inhabitants of Gaza, and gave them leave to punish them ; so 
some went one way, and some went another, and slew the inha- 
bitatits of Gaza: yet were not they of cowardly hearts; but 
opposed those that came to slay them, and slew as many of the 
Jews ; and some of them, when they saw themselves deserted, 
burnt their own houses, that the enemy might get none of their 
spoils; nay, some of them with their own hands slew their chil- 
dren and their wives, having no other way but this of avoiding 
slavery for them ; but the senators, who were in all five hun^ 
dred, fled to Apollo's temple (for this attack happened to be 
made while they were sitUng), whom Alexander slew ; and 
when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned to Jeru- 
salem, having spent a year in that siege. 

4. About this very time Antiochus*, who was called Grypus, 
diedi His death was caused by Heracteon' s treachery, when he 
had lived forty-five years, a!nd had reigned twenty^-ninet. His 
Aon Seleucus succeeded him in the kingdom; and made war 
with Antiochus, his father^s brother, who was called Antiochus 
Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took him prisoner, and slew him. 

* This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus is confirmed by Appias, 
Syriac, p. IS2, here cited by Spanheim. 

+ Porphyry says, that this Antiochus Grypus reigned bu( 26 years, as Dr. 
Hudson observes. 
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Bi|t lifter a ^ile Antiochus % the son of Cyaicenus, who was call- 
ed 'Piu^ came to Aradiis^ and put the diadem on his own bead $ 
«od made war with Seleucus, and beat himi and drove him out 
of all Syria. But when he fled out of Syria^ he came to Mopsu- 
estia agi^B, and levied money upon them; but the people of 
JMopsuestia had indignation at what he did, &nd burnt down his 
palace, and slew him, together with his^ friends. But when An- 
tiochifs the son of Cyzic^nus, was king of Syria, Antiochusf^ 
the brother of Seleucus made wfir upon him, aiid was overcome 
and destroyed, he and bis army* After hiin, his brother Philip 
jput pii the diaden^, and reigned over some part of Syria; but 
Ptolamv Lathyrus sent for bis fourth brother Demetrius, who 
:was called Eucerua, from Cnidus, and made him king of Da- 
laaifcus* Both these brothers did AnCiochus vehemently op- 
jpp^^ but presently died ; for when he was come as an auxiliary 
to Laodice j;, queen of the Gileadites, when she was making war 
against the Parthians, and he was fighting courageously, he fell, 
while Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as hath been else* 
where related. 

* 5. As to Alexander, his own people were seditious against 
him ; for iit a fesjtival which v^as then celebi^ted, when he stood 
upon tbe altar, and was going to ^crifice> the pation rose upon 
him, teid pelted Urn with citrons, [which they then had in their 
Jbands, because] tbe law of the Jews required, that at the feast 
of tabernacles every one should have branches of the palm-tree 
and citron-tree ; which thing we have elsewhere related. They 
also reviled him, as derived^ from a captive, and so unworthy 
of his dignity and of sacrificmg. At this he was in a rage, and 
slew of them about six thousand. He also built a partitida wall 
of wood round the altar and the temple, as far as that partition 
within it which was only lawful for the priests to enter, and by 
this means he obstructed the multitude from coming at him. He 
also maintained foreigners of Pisidia and Cilicia : for as to the 
Syrians, he was at war with them, and so made no use of {hem. 

« The copies of iJosephos, both Gfe^ iind Latin, )ia?e htre ttsbprostAy talialt 
'reading, AnHochus and Jntoninnsy or Antonius Pt'iu, tbr Antiockm Pius, that the 
editors are forced to correct the text from the other historians, trbo all agree that 
this king's name was nothing more than Antiochua Pius. 

t These two brothers, Antiocbus and Philtiipns, are called' /tcihs by Porpbyry } 
the fourth brother was king of Damascus; both which *are the obsertatioas of 
Spanheim. 

^ This Laodicea was a city of Gilead beyond Jordan. However, Porphyry 
'says t)iat this Antiocbus Pius did not die in this battle, but, running away, was 
drowned in the river Orontes. Appian says, that he was deprived ef the king- 
dom of Syria by Tigranes; but Porphyry makes this Laodice Queen of the Ca- 
lamans: all which is noted by Spanheim. In such confusion of the latter histo- 
rians, we have no reason to prefer any of them before Josephus, who had more 
original ones before him. 

^ This reproach upon Alexander, that he was sprung from a captive, seem» 
only the repetition of the old Pharisaical calumny upon his father, chap. x. 
sect. 5. 
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He also overcame the Arabians, such as the Moabites and Gi* 
leadites, and madethem bring tribnte. Moreover, he demolished 
Amathus, while Theodoras* durst not fight with him: but as 
he had joined battle with Obedas, king of the Arabians, and fell 
into an ambush in pteces that were rugged and difficult to be tra* 
veiled over, he was thrown down into a deep valley by the multi- 
tude of the camels at Gadara, a village of Gilead, and hardly 
escaped with his life. . From thence he fled to Jerusalem, where, 
besides his other ill success^ the nation insulted hitn, and /he 
fought against them for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty 
thousand of them. And when he desired that they would desist 
from their ill-will to him, they hated him so much the more, on 
account of what had already happened ; and when he had asked 
them what he ought to do ? they all cried out, '* that he ought to 
kill himself.^ They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and desired 
him to make a league of mutual defence with them. 



CHAP. XIV. 

How Demetrius Eucerus overcame Alexander^ and yet in a 
, little Time retired out of the Country for fear of the Je«s; ^ 
as also how Alexander slew many of the Jews, and thereby 
got clear of his Troubles. Concerning the Death of Deme- 
trius, 

§ 1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took those that in- 
vited him, and pitched his camp near the city Shechem ; upon 
which Alexander, with his six thousand two hundred mercena- 
ries, and about twenty thousand Jews, who were of his party, 
went against Demetrius, who had three thousand horsemen, and 
forty thousand footmen. Now there were great endeavours used 
on both sides, Demetrius trying to bring off the mercenaries that* 
were with Alexander, because they were Greeks, and Alexander 
trying to bring off the Jews that were with Demetrius. How- 
ever, when neither of them could persuade them so to do, they 
came to a battle, and Demetrius was the conqueror, in which all 
Alexander's mercenaries were killed, when they had given demon- 
stration of their fidelity and courage. A great number of Deme- 
trius's soldiers were slain also. 

2. Now as. Alexander fled to the mountains, six thousand of 
the Jews hereupon came together [from Demetrius], to him, out 
of pity at the change of his fortune : upon which Demetrius was 
afraid, and retired out of the country ;• after which the Jews 
fought aguinst Alexander, and, being beaten, were slain in great 
numbers in the several battles which they had : and when he 

* This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and was inpossessioo of Amatfaus, ai 
we If am from lect. 3, furegoinf . 
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bad shut up the most powerful of them in the city Bethome^ he 
besieged them therein ; and when he had taken the city, and got- 
ten the men idto his power, he brought them to Jerusalem, and 
did one of the most barbarous actions in the world to them : for 
as he was feasting with his concubines, in the sight of all the city, 
he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified, and 
while they were living, he ordered the throats of their children 
and wives to be cut before their eyes. This was indeed by way 
of revenge for the injuries they had done him ; which punish- 
ment yet was of an inhuman nature, though we suppose that he 
had been never so much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his 
wars with them ; for he had by their means come to the last de- 
gree of hazard, both of his life and of his kingdom, while they 
were not satisfied by themselves only to fight against him, but 
introduced foreigners also for the same purpose ; nay, at length 
they reduced him to that degree of necessity that he was forced 
to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of Moab and Gi- 
lead, which he had subdued, and the places that were in them, 
that they might not join with them in the war against him, as 
they had done ten thousand other things that tended to afiront 
and reproach him. However, this barbarity seems to have been 
without any necessity, on which account he bare the name of a 
Thracian* among the Jews: whereupon the soldiers that had 
fought against him, being about eight thousand in number, ran 
away by night, and continued fugitives all the time that Alex- 
ander lived : who, being now freed from any further disturbance 
from them^ reigned the rest of his time in the utmost tranquillity. 
3. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judea, he went 
to Berea, and besieged his brother Philip, having ^ith him ten 
thousand footmen, and a thousand horsemen. However, Strato, 
the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip, called in Zizon, 
the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithridates Sinax, the ruler 
of the Parthians, who coming with a great number of forces, 
and besieging Demetrius in his encampment^ into which they had 
driven him with their arrows, they compelled those that were 
with him by thirst to deliver up themselves. So they took a 
great many spoils out of the country, and Demetrius himself, 
whom they sent to Mithridates, who was then king of Parthia, 
but as to those whom they took captives of the people of An- 
tioch, they restored them to the Antiochians without any reward. 
Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, had Demetrius in great 
honour, till Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, 
presently after the fight was over, came to Antioch, and took it, 
and reigned over Syria. 

* This Dame Thracida, which the Jews gave Alexander, must, by the cohe- 
rence, denote as barbarous as a Thracian^ or somewhat like it, but what it pro- 
perly signifies is not known. 
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CHAR XV. 

How Afitibchks^ whd was called Dionysitis, and after him Ar^ 
tas, made Expeditioiis into Judea; as also how Alexander 
took many (Cities, and then returned to Jerusalem, and nfier 
a Sickne^ of Three Years died; and what Counsel he gave 
to Alexandra. 

% 1. After this, Antiochus^ who was called Dionysius ^, aad 
was Philip's brother^ aspired to the dominion, and came to Da- 
mascus, and got the power into his hands, and there he reigned : 
but as he was making war against the Arabians, his brother Philip 
heard of it, and came to Damascus, where Milesus, who had been 
left governor of the citadel, and the Damascens themselves, de- 
livered up the city to him; yet because Philip was become un- 
grateful to him, and had bestowed upon him nothii^ of that in 
hopes whereof he had received him into the city, but had a mind 
to have it believed that it was rather delivered up out of fear than 
1by the kindness of MilesTus, and because he had not rewarded 
him as he ought to have done, he became suspected by him^and 
so he was obliged to leave Damascus again ; for Milesus caoght 
him marching out into the Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, 
and kept Damascus for Antiochus [£ucerus], who, hearing how 
Philip's affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He also came 
immediately, and made an expe^uion Against Judea, with eight 
thousand armed footmen, and eight hundred horseman. So 
Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep ditch, begin- 
ning at Chabarzaba, which is now called Antipatris, to the sea 
of J oppa, on which part only his army could be brought against 
him. He also raised a wall, and erected wooden towers, and 
intermediate redoubts, for one hundred and fifty furlongs in length, 
and there expected the coming of Antiochus ; but he soon burnt 
them all, and made his army pass by that way into Arabia. The 
Arabian king [Aretas], at first retreated, but afterward appeared 
on the sudden with ten thousand horsemen. Antiochus gave 
them the meeting, and fought desperately ; and indeed when he 
bad gotten the victory, and was bringing some auxiliaiies to that 
pa;-t of his army that was in distress, he was slain. When An- 
tiochus was fallen, his army fled to the village Cana, where the 
greatest part of them perished by famine. 

2. After him Aretasf reigned over Celesyria, being called to 

♦ SpaDheim takes notice, 'that this AtitiochusDionysius [the brother of Phi- 
lip, and ofDemetrins Eoc^rus, and bf two others] was the fifth son of Aottdetios 
Grypas;<and that he is stj^led on the coins, Antiochus Epiphanta Dionysius, 

+ I'his Aretas was the first king of the Arabians who took Damascus and 
reigned there; which name became afterwards common to such Arabian kings, 
both at Petraand at Damascus, as we learn from Josephns in man^* places, and 
fro^n St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note on Antiq. B. xvi. chap.'ix. sect. 4. 
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tlw goverinnent by tb<»e that held Damascus, by reason of the 
hatred they bare to Ptoleiny Meneus. He also made thence an 
expedition against Judea^ and beat Alexander in battle, near a 
place called Adida, yet did he, upoti certain conditions agreed 
on between them, retire out of Judea. 

3. Biit Alexander marched again to the city Dios, and took 
it; and ^en made an expedition against Essa, where was the 
best part of Zeno's treasures, and there he encompassed the place 
with three watts; and wften he had taken the city by fighting, he 
marched to Golan and -Seleucia : and wiien he had taken these 
cities, be, besides them, took that valley which is called the 
Valley of Antiochas, as also the fortress Gamala. He also ac- 
cused Demetrius, who \Vas govterilor of those places, of many 
crimes, and turned him ont: and after h^ had spent three years 
in this war, he returned to his own country, when the Jews joy- 
fully received him upon this his good success. 

4. Now at this time the Jews were in possession of the fol- 
lowing cities that had belonged to the Syrians, and Idumeans, 
and Phcenicians: at the seaside, Strato's Tower, Apollonia, 
Joppa, Jamnia, Ashdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, and Rhino- 
colura; in the middle of the country, near to Idumea, Adora, 
and Marissa; near the country of Samaria, Mount Carmel, 
and Mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gadara; of the country 
of Gaulonites, Seleucia and Gabala ; in the country of Moab, 
Heshbon and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, Gelithon, Zara, the 
valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; which last they utterly destroyed, 
Jbecause its inhabitants* would not bear to change their rdigions 
rites for those peculiar to the Jews. The Jews also possessed 
others of the principal cities of Syria, which had been destroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, although he fell into a distem- 
per by hard drinking, and had a quartan ague, which held him 
three years, yet would not leave oflf going out with his army, till 
he was quite spent with the labours he had tmdergone, and died 
in the bounds of Ragaba, a fortress beyond Jordan. Put when 
liis queen saw that he was ready to die, and had no Ib^er any 
hopes of surviving, she came to him weeping and lamenting, and 
bewailed herself and her sons, on the desolate condition they 
should be left in ; and said to him, " To whom dost thou thus 
leave me, and my children, who are destitute of all other sup- 
ports ; and this when thou knowest how much ill-will thy nation 

* We may here,and elsewhere, take notice, tbaX whatever eoontries or cities 
the Asmoneans conquered from any of the neighbouring nations, or whatever 
t:ountrie» or cities they gained from them, that had not belonged to them before, 
they, after the days of Hyrcanus, compelled the inhabitants to ieave their idol- 
atry, and entirely to receive the law of Moses, as proselytes of justice, or else 
banished them into other lands. That excellent prince, John Hyrcanits, did it to 
the Idumeans, as 1 have noted on chap. ix. sect. 1, already', who lived then in the 
promised land, and this I siip}>ose justly ; but by what right the rest did it, evdn 
to countries or cities that were no part of that l^nd, I do not at all know. This 
looks too like unjust persecution for religion. 
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bears thee ?*' But be gave ber tbe following advice : ^' Tbat she 
need but follow what he would suggest to her^ in order to retain 
the kingdom securely^ with ber children : that she should conceal 
bis death from the soldiers till she should have taken that place ; 
after this, ^he should go in triumph, as upon a victory, to Jeru- 
salem, und put some of her authority into the hands of the Pha- 
risees, for that they would commend ber for tbe honour she had 
done them, and would reconcile the nation to her; for be told 
her, they had great authority among the Jews, both to do hurt 
to such as they hated, and to bring advantages to those to whom 
they were friendly disposed, for that they are then believed best 
of all by the multitude when they speak any severe thing against 
others, though it be only out of envy at them. And he said, that 
it was by their means that be bad incurred the displeasure of the 
-nation, whom indeed he had injured. Do thou, therefore, said 
he, when thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leading men 
among them, and show them my body, and with great appearance 
of sincerity, give them leave to use it as they themselves please, 
whether they will dishonour the dead body by refusing it bu- 
rial, as having severely suffered by my means, or whether in their 
anger they will offer any other injury to that body. Promise 
them also, that thou wilt do nothing without them in the affairs 
of the kingdom. If thou dost but say this to them^ I shall have 
the honour of a more glorious funeral from them than thou 
couldst have made for me : and when it is in their power to 
abuse my dead body, they will do it no injury at all, and thou 
wilt rule in safety*.*' So when he had given his wife this advice, 
he died after he had reigned twenty-seven years, and lived fifty 
years within one. 

, • It seems by this dying advice of Alexander Janneus to his wife, tbat he had 
himself pursued the measures of his father Hyrcanus, and taken part with the 
Sadducees, who kept close to the written law, against the Pharisees, who had 
introduced their own traditions, chap. zvi. sect. 2 ; and that he now saw a poli- 
tical necessity of submitting to the Pharisees and their traditions hereafter, if his 
widow and family minded to retain their monarchical government or tyranny 
over the Jewish nation : which sect yet, thus supported, were at last in a great 
measure the ruin of the religion, government, and nation of the Jews, and brought 
them into so wicked a state that the vengeance of God came upon them to their 
otter excision. Just thus did Caiaphas politically advise the Jewish Sanhedrim, 
John xi. 50 ; That it was expedient for them that one nuin should die for the peo' 
pU, and that the whole nation perish not; and this in consequence of their own 
political supposal, ver. 48, that if they would let Jesus alone, with his miracles, 
all men would beUeve on him, and the Romans would come, and take away both their 
place and nation. Which political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down 
the vengeance of God upon them, and occasioned those very Romans, of whom 
they seemed so much afraid that to prevent it they put him to death, actually to 
come and take away both their place and nation, within S8 years afterwards. I 
heartily wish the polilicians of Christendom would consider these and tbe like 
examples, and no longer sacrifice all virtue and religion on their pernicious 
schemes of government, to the bringing down the judgments of God upon them- 
selves, and the several nations intrusted to their care. But this is a digression : 
I wish it were an unseasonable one also. Josephus himself several times makes 
such digressions, and 1 here venture to follow him. See one of them at the con- 
clusion of the very next chapter. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Hozv Alexandra, hy gaining the Goodwill of the Pharisees, re^ 
tained the Kingdom Nine Years, and then, having done many 
glorious Actions^ died, 

^ 1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, acted as her 
husband had suggested to her, and spake to the PKarisees, and 
put all things into their power, both as to the dead body, and as 
to the affairs of the kingdom, and thereby pacified their anger 
against Alexander, and made them bear good will and friendship 
to him ; . who then came among the multitude, and made speeches 
to them, and laid before them the actions of Alexander, and told 
them, that they had lost a righteous king ; and by the commen* 
dation they gave him^ they brought them to grieve, and to be iu 
heaviness for him, so that he had a funeral more splendid than 
had any of the kings before him. Alexander left behind him 
two sons^ Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, but committed the king- 
dom to Alexandra. Now as to these two sons, Hyrcanus was 
indeed unable to manage public affairs, and delighted rather in a 
quiet life ; but the younger, Aristobulus, was an active and a bold 
man ; and for this woman herself, Alexandra, she was loved by 
the niultitude, because she seemed displeased at the offences her 
husband had been guilty of. 

2. So she made Hyrcanus high priest, because he was the 
elder, but much more because he cared not to meddle with poli- 
tics, ^nd permitted the Pharisees to do every thing ; to whom, 
also she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She also restored 
again those practices which the Pharisees had introduced, ac- 
cording to the traditions of their forefathers, and which her 
father-in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So she bad indeed the 
name of the Regent, but the Pharisees had the authority : for it 
was they who restored such as had been banished, and set such 
as were prisoners at liberty, and to say all at once, they differed 
in nothing from lords. However, the queen also took care of the 
affairs of the kingdom, and got together a great body of merce* 
nary soldiers^ and increased her own army to such a degree that 
she became terrible to the neighbouring tyrants, and took hos- 
tages of them : and the country was entirely at peace, excepting 
the Pharisees; for they disturbed the queen, and desired that 
she would kill those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight 
hundred men : after which they cut the throat of one of them^ 
Diogenes : and after him they did the same to several, one after 
another, till the men that were the most potent came into the 
palace, and Aristobulus wi^h them, for he seemed to be displeased 
at what was done, and it appeared openly, that if he had an op- 
portunity, he would not permit his mother to go on so. ** These 
put the queen in mind what great dangers they had gone through,. 
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and great things they had done, whereby they had demonstrated 
the firmness of their fidelity to their master, insomuch that they 
had received the greatest marks of favour from him : and they 
begged of her, that she would not utterly blast their hopes, as it 
now happened, that when they had escaped the hazards that arose 
from their [open] enemies, they were to be cut off at home, by 
their [private] enemies, like brute beasts, without any help 
whatsoever. They said al^o, that if their adversaries would be 
satisfied with those that had been slain already, they would take 
what had been done patiently, on account of their natural love 
to their governors; but if they must expect the same for the 
future also, they implored of her a dismission from her service ; 
for they could not bear to think of attempting any method foi* 
their deliverance without her, but would rather die willingly be- 
fore the palace gate, in case she would hot forgive them. And 
that it was a great shame, both for themselves and for the queen, 
that when they were neglected by her, they should come under 
the lash of her husband's enemies ; for that Aretas, the Ara« 
bian king, and the monarehs, would give any reward, if they 
could get such men as foreign auxiliaries, to whom their very 
names, before their voices be heard, may perhaps be terribl^ 
but if they could not obtain this their second request, and if she 
had determined to prefer the Pharisees before them, they still 
insisted that she would place them every one in her fortresses; 
for if some fatal demon had a constant spite against Alexander's 
house, they would be willing to bear their part, and to live in 
a private station there." 

3. As these men said thus, and called upon Alexander's ghost 
for commiseration of those already slain, and those in danger of 
it, all the bystanders brake out into tears: but Aristobulus chiefly 
made manifest what were bis sentiments, and used many re- 
proachful expressions to his mother, [saying] *^ Nay, indeed the 
case is this, that they have been themselves the authors of their 
own calamities, who have permitted a woman who, against rea-. 
son, was mad with ambition, to reign over them, when there 
were sons in the flower of their age fitter for it." So Alexandra, 
not knowing what to do with any decency, committed the for- 
tresses to them, all but Hyrcania and Alexandrium, and Ma- 
cherqs, where her principal treasures were. After a little while 
also, she sent her son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus 
against Ptolemy, who was called Menneus, who was such a bad 
neighbour to the city; but he did nothing considerable there, 
and so returned home. 

4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes, the king 
of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria with five hundred 
thousand''^ soldiers, and was coming against J udea. This news, 

* The number of 600,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek Copy, with the 
Latin copies, have it, for Ti§ranes^s army, that came out of Armenia into Syria 
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aa friay.wdi he. supposed, tcxrift^cl the que^n 9^nd,th« n^tioai 
AcQordiagly th^y sent biin noany and very \alwabk pte^ants^ ^^ 
also aniba^ead^s^aQd that 33 be \yas besieging P^okme^is; {^r 
Selene the que^, this saosie that was also called Cleopfttfa> ruled 
then over Syria, who bad persuaded the inhabitants to exc^^ 
Tigranes. So the! Jewish, ambassadors interoed^d with him^ 
and entreated him that he would deternune notbingi that yvnk 
severe about their queen. or nation. He oommended tbeni Sw 
therespedta they paid him at so great a distance; and gs^ve them^ 
good IjK^es of iua favour. But as soon as Ptolemai^ was takeo> 
news came to Tigranes^ that LucuUus^ in bis pursuit of Mkhri* 
dated, oould not light upon him, who was fled into Iheria,^ but 
^as layiog waste Armenia, and besieging its cities. Now, whea 
'Tigraoea knew this, he returned home. 

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into a dangerous dis-. 
temper, Aristobulus resolved to attempt the seizing of the gdvern- 
ment; so he stole away secretly by n^ht, witibi only one of his 
servaoia, and went to the fortresses, wherein- his friends, that 
were, such from the days of his father, were settled: for as he 
had been a great while displeased at his mother's conduct, so he 
was now much more afraid, lest, upon her death, their whole 
Caouly should be under the power of the Pharisees, for he aaw 
the inability of his brother who was to succeed in the gov^rn^ 
ment: noc was anyone coosciaus o£ what he was ^ing but only, 
fais wife, whom he left at Jerusalem with their children. He 
first of all came to Agaba, where was Galestes, one of the potent 
mea beforementioned, and was received by him. When it was 
day, the queen perceived that Aristobulus was fled; and for 
some time she supposed that his depai'ture was not in order t(^ 
make any innovation;' but when messengers came one after aaw 
other, with the news that he bad secured the first place, the 
second place, and all the places, for as soon as one- had begun^ 
they all submitted to his disposal, then it was that the queem 
and the nation were in the greatest disorder; for they were aware 
that it would not be long ere Aristobulus would be able to settle 
himself firmly ia the government. What tbey were principally 
afraid of was this, that he would inflict pumshment upon them 
for the mad treatment his house had had from them. So diej 
resolved to take his wife and children into custody, and keep 
them in the fortress* that was over the temple. Now there waa 
a mighty conflux of people that came to Aristobulus from ali 

and Judea, seems much too large. We have had already several such extra* 
vagaot pumbers iq Josep^as'9 present copies, which are not to be at all ascribed 
to him. Accordingly t incline to Dr. Hudson^s emendation here, which sup- 
poses them but 40,000. 

* The fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whither the wife and children of 
Aristobulus were now sent, and which overlooked the temple, could be no other 
than what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. iv. sect. 3, and Herod the Great 
rebuilt, and called the Tower of Anionia, Antiq. B. xv. ch. xi. sect. 5. 
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parts, insomuch that he had a kind of royal attendance about 
him ; for in a little more than fifteen days^ he got twenty-two 
strong places, which gave him the opportunity of raising an army 
from I^banus and Trachonitis, and the monarchs; for men are 
easily led by the greater number, and easily submit to them. 
And besides this, that by affording him their assistance, when 
he could not expect it, they, as well as he, should have the ad- 
vantages that would come by his being king, because they had 
been the occasion of his gaining the kingdom. Now the elders 
of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in unto the queen, 
and desired, '^ That she would give them her sentiments about 
the present posture of affairs, for that Aristobulus was in effect 
lord of almost all the kingdom, by possessing of so many strong 
holds, and that it was absurd for them to take any coansel by 
themselves, how ill soever she were, while she was alive, and 
that the danger would be upon them in no long time." But she 
** bid them do what they thought proper to be done:' that they 
bad many circumstances in their favour still remaining, a nation 
in good heart, an army, and money in their several treasuries, 
for that she had small concern about public affairs now, when 
the strength of her body already failed her." 

6. Now a little while after she had said this to them, she died,, 
when she had reigned nine years, and had in all lived seventy- 
three. A woman she was who showed no signs of the weak- 
ness of her sex^, for she was sagacious to the greatest degree in 
her ambition of governmg ; and demonstrated by her doings at 
once, that her mind was fit for action, and that sometimes men 
themselves show the little dnderstanding they have by the fre- 
quent mistakes they make in point of government: for she al- 
ways preferred the present to futurity, and preferred the power 
of an imperious dominion above all things, and in comparison of 
that had no regard to what was good, or what was right. How- 
ever, she brought the affairs of her house to such an unfortunate 
condition, that she was the occasion of the taking away that 
authority from it, and that in no long time afterward, which she 
had obtained by a vast number of hazards and misfortunes, and 
this out of a desire of what does not belong to a woman, and 
all by a compliance in her sentiments with those that bear ill- 
will to their family, and by leaving tlie administration destitute 
of a proper support of great men: And indeed her manage- 
ment during her administration, while she was alive, was such as 
filled the palace after her death with calamities and disturbance. 
However, although this bad been her way of governing, she pre- 
served the nation in peace. And this is the conclusion of the 
affairs of Alexandra. 
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BOOK XIV. 

CONTAINING tHB INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS. 

jffxora t]^f Mm\> of ^ucen 9laanDra to tj^e 9t&tf} of ^ntigonusi^ 



CHAR I. 



The War bettveen Aristobulus and Hyrcanus about the King-^ 
dam; and how they made an Agreement^ that Aristobulus, 
should be King, and Hyrcanus live a private Life; as also 
how Hyrtanus a little afterward was persuaded by Antipater 
to fly to Aretas. 

^ 1. We have related the affairs of queen Alexandra, and her 
death in the foregoing book, and will now »peak of what foilowedi 
and was connected with tliese histories, declaring before we pro* 
ceed, that we have nothing so much at heart as this, that we may 
pmit op facts* either through ignorance or laziness; for we are 
upon the history and explication of such things as the greatest 
part are unacquainted withal, because of their distance from our 
liqaes ; and we aim to do it with a proper beauty of style, so far 
as that is derived from proper words harmonically disposed, and 
from such ornaments of speech alsp as may contribute to the 
pleasure of our readers,, that they may entertain the knowledge of 
what ^e write with some agreeable satisfaction and pleasure* 
But the principal scope that authors ought to aim at above 
all the rest, is to speak accurately, ;Bmd to speak truly, for the 
satisfaction of those that, are otherwise unacquainted with such 
traas^ctions, and obliged to believe what these writers inform 
them of. 

2. Hyrcanus then began his high priesthood on the third year 
of the hundred seventy-seventh olyoipiad, when Quintus Uor* 
tensius and Quintus Metellus, who was called Metellus of Crete, 
were consuls at Romc^; when presently Aristobulus began to 
make war against him, and as it came to a battle with Hyrcanus 
at Jeriqho, many of his soldiers deserted him, and went over to 
his brother : upon which Hyrcaiuis fled into the citadel, where 

* Rdand takes notice here, very justly, how Josephus's declaratioo, that it ' 
was hit grtet coDCcra not only to write mi agreeable, an accurate^ and a tfue 
liistory, but also dintinctly not to omit any thing [of consequence] either thromch 
ignaranu or laziness^ impUes, that be could not, consistently with that resolu 
tioo» omit the mention of [so famous a person as] Jesus Chrht, 
VOL. 11. R 
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Aristebulus*s wife and children were imprisoned by their mother, 
as we have said already, afid attacked and overcame those his 
adversaries that had fled thither, and lay within the walls of the 
temple. So when he had sent a message to his brother about 
agreeing the matters between them, he laid aside his enmity to 
him on these conditions, that Aristobulus should be king; that 
he should live without int^rnydddlhig with public affairs, and 
quietly enjoy the estate he had acquired. When they had agreed 
upon these terms in the temple, and had confirmed the agree- 
ment with oaths, and the giving one another their right hands, 
and embracing one another in the sight of the whole multitude, 
they departed, the one, Aristobulus to the palace, and Hyrcanus 
as a private man to the former house of Aristobulus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus's, an Idumean, 
called Autipater, who was very rich, and in his nature an active 
and a seditious man; who was at enmity with Aristobulus, and 
had differences with him on account of his good- will to Hyrca- 
nus. It is true that Nicolaus of Damascus says, that An ti pater 
was of the stock of the principal Jews who came out of Baby- 
lon into Judea; but that assertion of his was to gratify Herod, 
who was his son, and who, by certain revolutions of fortune, 
came afterward to be king of the Jews, whose history we sbaU 
give you in its proper place hereafter. However, this Antipater 
was at first called Antipas"*^, and that was his father's name also; 
of whom they relate this, that king Alexander and his wife made 
him general of all Idumea, and that he made a league of friend* 
ship with those Arabians, and Gazites, and Ascalonite^ that 
were of his own party, and had, by many and large presents^ 
made them his fast friends. But now, thi» younger Antipater 
was suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was afraid of 
sof»e mischief he might do him, because of his hatred to him; 
so he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews, and talked against 
hinl to them privately; and said, that '^ it was unjust to over- 
look the 'conduct of Aristobulus, who had gotten the govern- 
ment unrighteously, and had ejected his brother oiit of it, who 
was the elder, and ought to retain what belonged to him by pre- 
rogative of his birth." And the same speeches he perpetually 
made to Hjrrcanus; and told him, that his own life would be 
in danger, unless he guarded faiiuself, and got shut of Aristobu-^ 
lus; for he said, that the friends of Aristobulus omitted no oppor^ 
tunity of advising him to kill him, as being thien, and • not be-t 
fore, sure to retain his principality. Hyrcanus gave no credit to 
these words of his, as being of a gentle disposition, smd one that 
did not easily admit of calumnies against other men. This tern- 

* That the famons ADtipater's or Antipas's father was also Antipottr or Anti* 
poB^ irhich two may justly be esteemed ooe and the same name, the former with 
a Greek or Gentile, the latter with a Mebrew or Jewish terminatioa, Josephos 
here assures us, thoagh Buiebius indeed says it was Herod. 
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per. of Us not disposing him to meddle witb public aiFairs, and 
want of spirit^ioccasioned him to appear to spectators to be de- 
genepous and uiMnaat^r; while Arbtobulus was of a contrary tem-> 
per, an active man^and one of a great and generous soul. 

4^ Since therefore ^ntipater saw tbat H^nrcanus did not at* 
tand to what be said, he never ceased, day by day, to charge 
feigned crimen upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate him before 
kkn, as if. be had a mind to kill him; and so, by urging him 
peipetually, he advised him, and persuaded faim to fly to Aretas^ 
the king of Arabia; and promised that if he would comply with 
his advice, be would also himself assist him, [and go with him]. 
When Hyrcanus. heard this, he said that it was for bis advantage 
to % away to Aretas. Now, Arabia is a country that borders 
upon Judea. However, Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the 
kmg of Arabia, in order to receive assurances from him, that 
when he should come in the manner of a supplicant to him, he 
will not deliver him up to his enemies. So Antipater, having re- 
ceived such assurances, returned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. A 
while afterward he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city by 
n^hty and went a great journey, and came and brought him to 
the city called Petra, where the palace of Aretas was ; as he 
was a very familiar friend of that king's, he persuaded him to 
brit^ back Hyrcanus into Judea, and this persuasion he con- 
tinued every -day. without any remission. He also proposed to 
make him- jmsents on that account. At lengdi he prevailed 
with- Aretasiin his suit Moreover, Hyrcanus promised him, 
that when he had been brought thitfaaf^ and had received his 
kingdom, his would restore that country, and those twelve cities 
which hisfadier Alexanderhad taken from the Arabiems^ which 
werethese^ Medaba, Naballo, Libias/Tharebasa, Agalla^ Athene, 
ZoaiyOrone^ Marissa^ Rudda, Lussa, and Oruba. 



CHAP. II. 



How Aretas and IfyrcamM made an Expedition against Aris* 
tobulus, and besieged Jerusalem; and how Scaurus the Roman 
General raised the Siege. Concerning the Death of Onias. 

§ 1. After these promises had been given to Aretas, he made 
an expedition against Aristobulus, with an army of fifty thou- 
sand horse and foot, and beat him in the battle. And when 
after that victory many went over to Hyrcanus as deserters, 
Aristobulus was left desolate, and fled to Jerusalem; upon 
which the king of Arabia took all his army and made an assault 
upon the temple, and besieged Aristobulus thel-ein, the people 
atill supporting Hyrcanus, and assisting him in the siege, while 
none but the priests coutihued with Aristobulus. So Aretas 

R 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



t44 ANTIQUITIKS OV THE JEWS. B. XIV. 

united the forces of the Arabians and of the Jews togeUier, and 
pressed on the siege vigorously. As this happened at the sea- 
son when the feast of unleavened bread was celebrated^ which 
we call the Passover, the principal men among the Jews left 
the country, and fled into Kgypt. Ndw there was one, whose 
name was Onias^ a righteous man he was, and beloved of God, 
who, in a certain drought, had prayed to God to put an end to 
the intense heat, and whose prayers God had heard, and had sent 
them rain. This man had hid himself^ because he saw that this 
sedition would last a great while. However, they brought him 
to the Jewish camp, and desired, that as by his prayers he had 
once put an end to the drought, so he would in like manner make 
imprecations on Aristobulus and those of his faction. And wheny 
upon his refusal, and the excuses that he made, he was still by 
the multitude compelled to speak, he stood up in the midst of 
them, and said, ^'O God, the king of the whole world! since 
those tliat stand now with me are thy people, and those that are 
besieged are also thy priests, I beseech thee that thou wilt neither 
hearken to the prayers of those against these, nor bring to effect 
what these pray against those." Whereupon such wicked Jews 
as stood about him, as soon as he had made this prayer, stoned 
him to death. 

2. But God punished theni immediately for this their barba- 
rity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias, in the 
manner following : while the priests and Aristobulus were be- 
sieged, it happened that the feast called the Passover was come, 
at which it is our custom to offer a great number of sacrifices to 
God; but those that were with Aristobulus wanted sacrifices, 
and desired that their countrymen without would furnish them 
with such sacrifices, and assured them they should have as much 
money for them as they should desire ; and when they required 
them to pay a thousand drachmae for each head of cattle, Aris- 
tobulus and the priests willingly undertook to pay for them ac- 
cordingly, and those within let down the money over the walls, 
and gave it them. But when the others had received.it> they 
did not deliver the sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wicked- 
ness as to break the assurances they had given, and to be guilty 
of impiety towards God, by not furnishing those that wanted 
them with sacrifices. And when the priests found they had been 
cheated, and that the agreements they had made were violatedj^ 
they prayed to God, that he, would avenge them on their coun- 
trymen. Nor did he delay that their punishment, but sent a 
strong and vehement storm of wind that destroyed the fruits of 
the whole country, till a modius of wheat was then bought for 
eleven drachmas. 

3. In the meantime Pompey sent Scaurus into Syria, while he* 
was himself hi Armenia, and making war with Tigraues: but 
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Yfhen Scauriis was come to Damasciis, and found that LoHiiis 
and Metellus had newly taken the city, he came himself hastily 
into Judea. And when he was come thither^ ambassadors came 
to him, both from Aristobulus and Hyrcanus^ and both desired 
he would assist them. And when both of them promised to 
give him money, Aristobulus four hundred talents, and Hyrcanus 
no less, he accepted of Aristobulus's promise, for he was rich 
and had a great soul, and desired to obtain nothing but what was 
moderate; whereas the other was poor, and tenacious, and made 
incredible promises in hopes of greater advantages; for it was 
not the same thing to take a city, that was exceeding strong and 
powerful, as it was to eject out of the country some fugitives, 
with a greater number of Nabateans, who were no very warlike 
people. He therefore made an agreement with Aristobulus, for 
the reasons before mentioned, and took his n^oney, and ratsec) 
the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he should be 
declared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus returned to 
Damascus again; and Aristobulus, with a great army, made .war 
with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought them at a place called 
Papj/ron^ and beat them in the battle, and slew about . six 
thousand of the enemy; with whom fell Phalion also, the 
brother of Antipater. 



CHAP. HI. 

How Aristobulus and Hyrcanus came to Pompey^ in order to 
argue who ought to have the Kingdom: and how, upon the 
Flight of Aristobulus to the Fortress Alexandrium^ Pompeu 
led his Army against him, and ordered him to deliver up the 
Fortresses whereof he was possessed. 

% 1. A LITTLE afterward Pompey came to Damascus, and 
marched over Celesyria; at which time there came ambassadors 
to him from all Syria and Egypt, and out of Judea also, for 
Aristobulus had sent him a great present, which was a golden 
vine*, of the value of five hundred talents. Now Strabo of Cap- 
padocia mentions this present in these words : *^ There came also 

* This golden vine or garden^ seen by Strabo at Rome, has its inscription here, 
as if it were the gift of Alexander, the father of Aristobulus* and not of Aristo- 
bulus himself, to whom yet Josephus ascribes it; and in order to prove the truth 
of that part of his history, introduces this testimony of Strabo*ss so that the ordinary 
copies seem to be here either erroneous or defective, and the original reading 
seems to have been either AristobuluSf instead of Alexander^ with one Greek 
copy, or else Aristobulus ^ the son of Alexander, with the Latin copies; which 
last seems to me the most probable : for as to Archbishop Usher's conjectures, 
that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the temple, and that thence 
Aristobulus took it, and sent it to Pompey, they are both very improbable, and 
no way agreeable to Josephus, who would hardly have avoided the recurding 
both those uncommon points of history, had he known any thing of them ; nor 
M'ould either the Jewish nation, or even Pompey himself, then have relished 
such a flagrant ioitance of sacrilege. 
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«Q embaBsage out of Egypt, and a crown of the value of four 
thousand pieces of gold ; and out of Judea there came another, 
whether you call it a vine or a garden : they called the thing 
TEBPUiiE, TAe Delight. However, we ourselves saw that pre- 
sent reposited at Rome, in the temple of Jupiter Capit<Jinus^ 
with this inscription,. The gift of Alexander the King of the Je/ms. 
It was. valued at £ve hundred talents; -and the report is, that 
Aristobulus, the governor of the Jews, sent it/' 

2. In a little time afterward came ambassadors again to him, 
Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristobulus; 
which last also accused such as^had taken bribes, first Gabinius, 
and then Scaurus,.the one tlunee hundred talents, and the other 
four himdred ; by which procedure he made these two his ene* 
mies, besides those he had before. And when Pompey had or** 
dered those that had controversies one widi another to come to 
him in the beginning of the spring, he brought his army out of 
their winter quarters, and marched into the country of Damas# 
cus ; and as he went along, he demolished the citadel diat was at 
Apamia,. which Antiochus Cyzicenus had built, and took cogni- 
2ance of the country of Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked man, and 
not less so than Dionysius of Tripoli, who had been beheaded, 
who was also his relation by marriage ; yet did he buy off tlM 
punishment of his crimes for a thousand talents, with which 
money Pompey paid the soldiers their wages. He also con* 
^uered the place called Lysias, of which Silas a Jew was tyrant. 
And when he had passed over the cities of Heliopolis and ChaK^ 
cis, and got over the mountain which is on the limit of Celesyria, 
he came from Pella to Damascus ; and there it was that he 
heard the causes of the Jews, and of their governors Hyrdsinns 
and Aristobulus, who were at difference one with another; as also 
oi the nation against them both, which did not desire to be under 
l^ingly government^ because the form of government they re«> 
ceived.from their forefathers was that of subjection to die priest 
oi that God whom they i worshiped ; and [they complained], 
that though these two were the posterity of priests, yet did they 
eeek to change the government of their nation to another form^ 
in order to enslave them. Hyrcanus complained, that although 
he were the elder brother, he was deprived of the prerogative of 
his birth by Aristobulus, and that he hath but a small pa)rt of the 
country under him, Aristobulus having taken away the rest fronn 
him by force^ He also accused him, that the incursions which 
had been made into their neighboursVountries, and the piracies 
Ithathad been at sea, were owing tobim ; and that the nation would 
not have revolted, unless Aristobulus had been a man given to 
violence and disorder; and there were no fewer than a thousand 
Jews, of the best esteem among them, who confirmed this accu^ 
jation; which confirmation was procured by Antipater. But 
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Aristobolus alleged against him^ that it was Hyrcanus's own tern- 
per, which was inactive, and therefore on that account contempti- 
ble, which, caused him to be deprived of the government ; and 
that for himself^ he was necessitated to take it upon him, for fear 
lest it should be transferred to others. And that as to his title [of 
king], it was no other than what his father had taken [before 
him]. He also called, for witnesses of what he said, some per- 
sons who were both young and insolent ; whose purple garments, 
fine heads of hair, and other ornaments were detested [by the 
court], and which they appeared in, not as though they were to 
plead their cause in a court of justice, but as if they were march- 
mg in a pompous procession. 

3. When Pompey had heard the causes of these two, and had 
condemned Aristobulus for his violent procedure, he then spake 
civilly to them, and sent them away; and told them that when 
he came again into their country, he would settle'all their affairs, 
after he had first taken, a view of the atfairs of the Nabateans. 
In the meantime, he ordered them to be quiet ; and treated Aris- 
tobulus civilly, lest he should make the nation revolt, and hinder 
his return: which yet Aristobulus did; for without expecting 
any farther determination, which Pompey had promised them, 
he went to the city Delius, and thence marched into Judea. 

4. At this behaviour Pompey was angry; and taking with 
him that army which he was leading against the Nabateans, 
and the auxiliaries that came from Damascus, and the other 
parts of Syria, with the other Roman legions which he had with 
him, he made an expedition against Aristobulus; but as he 
passed by Pel la and Scythopolis, he came to Corese, which is 
the first entrance into Judea when one passes over the midland 
countries ; where he came to a most beautiful fortress that was 
built on the top of a mountain called jilexandrium, whither 
Aristobulus had fled : and thence Pompey sent his commands 
to him, that he should come to him. Accordingly, at the per- 
suasion of many, that he would not make war with the Romans, 
he came down: and when he had disputed with his brother 
about the right to the government, he went up again to the cita- 
del, as Pompey. gave him leave to do; and this he did two or 
three times, as flattering himself with the hopes of having the 
kingdom granted to him ; so that he still pretended he would 
obey Pompey in whatsoever he commanded, altliough at the 
same time he retired to his fortress, that hemight not depress 
himself too low, and that he might be prepared for a war, in 
case it should prove, ns he feared, that Pompey would transfer 
the government to Hyrcanus. But when Pompey enjoined 
Aristobulus to deliver up the fortresses he held, and to send an 
injunction to their governors, under his own hand, for that pur- 
pose, for they had been forbidden to deliver then) up upon any 
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Other comnuuMky be submitted indeed to do ao, but still he re- 
tired in displeasure to Jerusalem, anJ made preparation for 
'war. A little after this^ certain persons came out of Pontus, 
and inforined Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting 
his army against Aristobulus^ that Mithridates was dead, and 
was slain by his son Phamaces. 



CHAP. IV. 

lIoTV Pompoff when the Citizens of Jerusalem shut the Gates 
against nim, besieged the City, and took it by Force; as also 
what other Things he did in Judea, 

I 1. Now vihBfi Pompey had pitched his camp at Jericho 
(where the palm-tree** grows, and that balsam which is an oint« 
ment of all the most precious, which upon any incision made in 
the wood with a sharp stone, distils out thence like a juice),^he 
marched in the morning to Jerusalem. Hereupon Aristobolus 
repented of what he was doing, and came to Pompey, and [pro- 
mised to] give him money, and received him into Jerusalem, and 
desired that he would leave off the war, and do what he plelmed 
peaceably. So Pompey, upon his entreaty, forgave him, and 
sent Gabinius, and soldiers with him, to receive the money and 
the city : yet was no part of this performed, but Gabinius came 
back, being both excluded out of the city, and receiving none 
of the money promised, because Aristobulus's soldiers would not 
permit the agreements to be executed. At this Pompey was 
very angry, and put Arbtobulus into prison, and came himself 
to the city, which was strong on every side excepting the north, 
which was not so well fortified ; for there was a broad and deep 
ditch f that, encompassed the city, and included within it the 
temple, which was itself encompassed about with a very strong 
stone walL 

. « These express (egHmonies of Josephos here, and Antiq. B. viii. ch. vi. sect. 6, 
^nd 3. XV. ch. iv. sect. 8, that the only balsam gardens, and the best paltHtrees, 
were, at least in bis days, near Jericho and Engaddi, about the north part of the 
Dead Sea (whereabout also Alexander the Great saw the balsam drop), show 
the mistake of those that understand Eusebios and Jerom,as if one of those gar* 
dens were at the south part of that sea, at Zoar or Segor ; whereas they most 
either mean another Zoar or Segor, which was between Jericho and Engaddi, 
agreeably to Josepbus, which yet they do not appear to do ; or else they directly 
contradict Jotsephw, and were therein greatly mistaken ; I mean thisyuoless that 
balsam, and the beat palm-trees, grew much more sonthward in Jndea in the 
days of Eusebius and Jerom than they did to the days of Josephus. 

t The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence the stones for the 
wall about the temple were probably taken, are omitted in oar copies of Jose- 
phus, bat set down by Strabo, B- :¥vi. p. 76S, from whom we learn, that this 
ditch was 60 feet deep, and 250 feet broad. However, its depth is, in the next 
section, said by Josephus to be immense, which exactly agrees to Strabo^s de- 
scription, and which numbers in Strabo are a strong confirmation of the truth of 
Josephus's description also. 
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2. Now there was a sedition of the meo that were within the 
city, who did not agree what was to be done in their present 
circumstances, while some thought it best to deliver up' the city 
to Pompey j but Aristobulus's party exhorted them to shut the 
gates, because he was kept in prison. Now these prevented 
the others, and seized upon the temple, and cut off the bridge 
which reached from it to the city, and prepared themselves to 
abide a siege ; but the others admitted Pompey's army in, and^^ 
delivered up both the city and the king's palace to him. So 
Pjpmpey sent his lieutenant Piso with an air my, and placed gar-* 
risons both in the city and in the palace, to secure them, and 
fortified the houses that joined to the t^nple ; and all those 
whicS were more distant, and without it. And in the first 
place, he offered terms of accommodation to those within ; but 
when they would not comply with what was desired, he encom- 
passed all the places thereabout with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus 
did gladly assist him on all occasions ; but Pompey pitched his 
camp within [the wall], on the north part of the temple, where 
it was most practicable ; but even on that side there were great 
towers, and a ditch had l»een dug, and a deep valley begirt it 
round about, for on the parts towards the city were precipices, 
and the bridge on which Pompey had gotten in, was broken 
down ; however, a bank was raised day by day, with a great 
deal of labour, while the Romans cut down materials for it from 
the places round about : and when this bank was sufficiently 
raised, and the ditch filled up, though but poorly, by reason of 
its immense depth, he brought his mechanical engines and bat- 
tering rams from Tyre, and placing them on the bank, he bat- 
tered the temple with the stones that were thrown against it. 
And had it not been our practice, from the days of our fore- 
fathers, to rest on the seventh day, this bank could never have 
been perfected, by reason of the opposition the Jews would 
have made ; for though our law gives us leave then to defend 
ourselves against those that begin to fight with us, and assault 
us, yet does it not permit us to meddle with our enemies while 
they do any thing else. 

3. Which thing when the Romans understood, on those days 
which we call Sabbaths, they threw nothing at the Jews, nor 
came to any pitched battle with them,'but raised up their earthen 
banks, and brought their engines into such forwardness, that 
they might do execution >the next days. And any one may 
hence learn how very great piety we exercise towards God, and 
the observance of his laws, since the priests were not at all hin- 
dered from their sacred ministrations, by their fear during this 
siege, but did still twice a day, in the morning, and about the 
ninth hour, offer their sacrifices on the altar; nor did they omit 
those sacrifices, if any melancholy accident happened, by the 
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Stones that were tfatx>wn among them ; for although the city were 
taken on the third* month, on the day of the feast, upon the 
hundred and seventy-ninth olympiad, when Caius Antonius and 
Marcus Tuilius Cicero were -consuls, and the enemy then fell 
upon them, and cut the throats of those that were in the temple, 
yet couid not those that offered the sacri6ces be compelled to 
run away, neither by the fear they were in of their own lives, 
nor by the number that were already slain, as thinking it better 
to suffer whatever came upon them, at their very altars, than to 
omit any thing that their laws required of them. And that this 
is not a mere brag, or an encomium to manifest a degree of our 
piety that was false, but is the real truth, I appeal to those th^t 
have written of the acts of Pompey ; and among them to Strabo 
and Nicolaus [of Damascus]; and besides these two, Titus 
Livius, the .writer of the Roman history, who will bear witness 
to this thing +. 

4. But when the battering engine was brought near, the 
greatest of the towers was shaken by it, and fell down, and 
brake down a part of the fortifications ; so the enemy poured in 
apace; and Cornelius Faustus, the son of Sylla, with his sol- 
diers, first of all ascended the wdll, and next to him Furius the 
centurion, with those that followed, on the other part; while 
Fabtus, who was also a centurion, ascended it in the middle, 
with a great body of men after him. But now all was full of 
slaughter ; some of the Jews being slain by the Romans, and 
some by one another ; nay, some there were who threw them- 
selves down the precipices, or put fire to their houses, and burnt 
them, as not able to bear the miseries they were under. Of the 
Jews there fell twelve thousand, but of the Romans very few. 
Absalom, who was at once both uncle and father-in-law to 
Aristobulus, was taken captive. And no small enormities were 
committed about the temple itself, which in former ages had 
been inaccessible, and seen by none; for Pompey went into it, 
and not a few of those that were with him also, and saw all that 
which it was unlawful for any other men to see but only for the 
high priests. There were in that temple the golden table, the 

• That is, on the 23d of Siva^, the annual fast for the defection and idolatry 
of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin ; or possibly some other fast might fall into 
that month, before and in the days of Josephus. 

+ It deserves here to be noted, that this Pharisaical stiperstitioas notion, that 
offensive fighting was unlawful to Jews, even under the utmost necessity, on the 
Sabbath day, of which we hear nothing before the times of the Maccabees, was 
the proper occasion of Jerusalem*s being taken by Pompey, Sosius, and by Titus, 
as appears from the places already quoted in the note on Antiq. B. ziii. ch'. viii. 
sect. 1 ; which scrupidoqs superstition, as to the observation of such a rigorous 
rest upon the Sabbath day, our Saviour always opposed, when the Pharisaical 
Jews insisted on it, as is evident in many places in the New Testament, though 
be still intimated how pernicious that superstition might prove to them in their 
flight from the Romans, Matt. xzv. 20. 
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boiy caticllestiek, and th« ponriilg veisefey and a great quantity 
of spices ; and besides these, there M^ere among the treasured 
two thousand talents of sacred money : yet did Pompey touch 
nothing'"' of all this, on account of his regard to religion; and 
in this point also he acted in a manner that was worthy of his 
yirtue. The next day he gave order to those that had the charge 
of the temple to cleanse it, and to bring what offerings the law 
required to God; and restored the high priesthood to Hyrca- 
nusy both because he had been useful to him in other respects, 
and because he hindered the Jews in the country from giving 
Aristobulus any assistance in his war against him. He also cut 
off those that had been the aCrthors of IbsLt war ; and bestowed 
proper rewards on Faustusy and those others that mounted the 
wall with such alacrity ; and he made Jerusalem tributary to the 
Romans; «nd took away those cities of Celesyria which the in- 
habitants of Judea had subdued, and put them under the govern- 
ttient of the Roman president, and confined the whole nation, 
which had elevated itself so high before, within its own bounds. 
Moreover, he rebuilt Oadarat, which- -had beefn' demolished a 
little before, to gratify Demetrius Gadara, who ^as bis freed^ 
man, and restored the rest of the cities, Hippos, and Scythopo^ 
lis, and Pella, and Dios, and Samaria, as also Marissa, and 
Ashdod, and Jamnia, and Arethusa, to their own inhabitants ; 
these 'were in the inland parts; besides those that had been 
demolished; and also of the maritime cities,- Gaza and Joppa, 
and Dora, 'and Strato's Tower; which last Herod rebuilt after 
a glorious manner, and adorned with havens, and temples, and 
changed its name to Cesarea. All these Pompey left in a state 
of freedom, and joined them to the province of Syrian 

5. Now the occasioM of this misery which came upon Jeru- 
salem were Hyrcanus %d AristobuluSj by rslising a sedition one 
against the other ; for now w« lost our liberty, and became sub- 
ject to the Romans, and were deprived of that country which 
we bad gained by our arms from the Syrians, and were compel- 
led to restore it to the Syrians. Moreover^ the Romans exacted 
of us^ in a little time, above ten thousand talents. And the 
royal authority, which was a dignity formerly bestowed on tho86 
that were high priests by the right of their ibmily, became the 
property of private men. But of these matters we shall 'treat 
in their proper places. Now Pompey committed Gelesyriajj as 
far aS' the river Euphrates and Egypt> to' Scaurtis, with two 
Roman legions, and then went away to Ciliciay and made haste 

• Thi»i8ifttUy coafinDed by ^e testimony of Cicero,: who says^in bis oration 
for Flaccus, that ^ Cneios Pompeius, when be was conqueror^ and had taken 
Jerusalem, did hot tooch any thing belonging to that temple." 

+ Of this destruction of Gadara here presupposed, and its restoration by 
Pooipey, see tt^aoteon the W^r, B. t. cb. vii. sect. 7. 
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to Rome. He also carried bouml along with him Aristobulus 
and bis children; for he had two daughters, and as many sons; 
the one of which ran away, but the younger^ Antigonus, was 
carried to Rome, together with his sisters. 



CHAP. V. 

Hot& Scaurus made a League of mutual Assistance zmth Aretas, 
and what Gabinius did in Judea^ after he had conquered 
Alexander^ the Son of Aristobulus. 

§ 1. ScAUAUS made now an expedition against Petrea^ in Ara- 
bia, and set on fire all the places round about it, because of the 
great difficulty of access to it. And as his army was pinched 
by famine, Antipater furnished him with corn out of Judea, and 
with whatever else he wanted, at the command of Hyrcanus. 
And when he was sent to Aretas, as an ambassador by Scaurus, 
because he had lived with him formerly, he persuaded Aretas 
to give Scaurus a sum of ntoney, to prevent the burning of his 
country; arid undertook to be his surety for three hundred 
talents. So Scaurus, upon these terms, ceased to make war 
any longer ; which was done as much at Scaur us's desire, as at 
the desire of Aretas. 

@. Some time after this, when Alexander, the son of Aristo- 
bulus, made an incursion into Judea, Gabinius came from Rome 
to Syria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did many con- 
siderable actions ; and particularly made war with Alexander, 
since Hyrcanus M'as not yet able to oppose his power, but was 
already attempting to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, which Pom- 
pey had overthrown, although the BMj^ns, which were there^ 
restrained him from that his design. IMIvever, Alexander went 
over all the country round about, and armed many of the Jews, 
and suddenly got together ten thousand armed footmen, and fif- 
teen hundred horsemen, and fortified Alexandrium, a fortress 
near to Coreae and Macherus, near the mountains of Arabia. 
Gabinus therefore came upon him, having sent Marcus Antonius, 
with other commanders, before. These armed such Romans as 
followed them; and, together with them, such Jews as were 
subject to them, whose leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus, 
^and they took with them also their friends that were with Atiti-< 
pater, and met Alexander, while Gabinius himself followed with 
Jbis legion. Hereupon Alexander retired to the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem, where they fell upon one another, and it came to 
a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew of their enemies 
about three thousand, and took a like number alive. 

S. At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and invited 
those that were in it to deliver it up on certain conditions, and 
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{tromlsed that then their former offences, should be forgiven .' but 
as a great number of the euemy had pitched their camp- before 
tibe fortress^ whom the Romans attacked, Marcus Antonius fought 
bravely, and slew a great number, and seemed to come off with 
the greatest honour. So Gabinius left part of his army there, itr 
order to take the place, and he himself went into other parts of 
Judea^ and gave order to rebuild all the cities that he met with 
that had been demolished ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, 
Aahdod, Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora; Marissa 
also, and Gaza, and not a few others besides. And as the men 
acted according to Gabinius's command, it came to pass, that at 
this time these cities were securely inhabited, which had been 
desolate for a long time. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, he returned 
to Alexandrium ; and when he urged on the siege of .the place,' 
Alexaxider sent an embassage to him, desiring that he would 
pardon his former offences;. he also delivered up ihe fortresses 
Hyrcania.and Macberas, and at last Alexandrium itself, which 
fortresses Gabmius demolished. But when Alexander's mother^ 
who was of the side of the Rontans, as having her husband and 
other children at. Rome, came to him, he granted her whatsoever 
she asked; and when he had settled matters with her, be brought 
Hyrcanus to Jerusalem, and committed the care of the temple 
to him. And when he had ordained five councils, he distributed 
the nation into the same number of parts: so these councils 
ffovernied the people; the first was at Jerusalem, the second at 
Gadara, the third at Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth 
at S«pphoris, in Galilee. So the Jews, were sow freed frdm 
monarchic authority ; and were governed by an aristocracy'*. 

CHAP. VI. 

Hazv Gabinius caught Aristobulus after he had Jled from Rome, 
and sent him back to Rome again : Jindhow the same Gabi^ 
niuSf as he returned out of Egypt, overcame Alexander and 
the Nabateans in battle, 

§ ]. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, and set 
about the rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had been newly 
demolished : hereupon Gabinius sent soldiers against him, and 
for their commanders Sisenua, and Antonius, and Servilius, in 
order to hinder him from getting possession of the country, and 
to take him again. And indeed many of the Jews fan to Ansto- 

* Dean Prideaax well observes, that " notwithstandiog the clamoar agaiflst 
Gabinius at Rome, Josephos gives bim a laudable charactevyas if be bad acquit- 
ted himself with honour ^be charge committed to him" [in Jadea]. See at the 
year 55. |K 
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bulusy on aecoont of bis former glory, as also becaase Aej dbonld 
be glad of an innovation. Now,- there was one Pitholans, a lieu- 
tenant at Jerusalem, who deserted to him with a thousand men^ 
although a great number of those that came to him were unarmed ; 
and when Arbtobulus bad resolved to go to Macherus, he dis* 
missed those people, because they were unarmed ; for they 
90uld not be useful to him in what actions be was going about ; 
but he took with him eight thousand that were armed, and 
marched on: and as the Romans fell upon them severely, the 
Jews fought valiandy, but were beaten in the battle; and when 
they had fought widi alacrity, but ware overborne by the enemy, 
they were put to flight; of whom were slain about five thousand, 
and the rest^eing dispersed tried, as weU as they were able, to 
save themselves. However Aiistobulus had with him still above 
a thousand, and with them he fled to Macherus, and fortified the 
placed and though he-had -had ill success, he still had g<K>d hope 
of his.afiairs: but when he had struggled against the siege for 
two days' time, and had received many wounds, he was brought 
as a captive to Gabiuius, with his son Antigonus, who abo fled 
with him from Rome. And this was the fortune of Aiistobulus, 
^ho was sent back again to Rome, and was 'there retained in 
bonds, having been both king and high priest for three years and 
six mpnths; and was. indeed an eminent person, and one of a 
great soul. Ho wover the senate let his children go, upon Gabi- 
nius'3 writing.to them, thathe had promised their mothcflr somuch 
when she delivered up the fortresses to him ; and accordingly 
they then returned into Judea. 

. 2, Now when Gabinius was making an expedition lagainst the 
Parthians, and Iiad alreadyi passed over Euphrates, he changed 
his mind, and resolved to return intq|Sn^pt, in order^o restore 
Ptolemy to his kingdom"^. This HsflHlso been rajj^d else- 
where. However, Antipater supplied his army, whicn he sent 
against Archelaus, with corn, and weapons, and money. He also 
made those Jews, who were above Pelusium, his friends and 
confederates, and had been the guardians of the passes that led 
into Egypt. But when be came back out of Egypt, he found 
Syria in disorder with seditions and troubles; for Alexander, 
the son of Aristobulus, having seized on the government a second 
time by force, made many of the Jews revolt to him ; and so he 
marched over the country with a great army, and slew all the 
Romans he could light upon, and proceeded to besiege the moun- 
tain called Gerizzimr whither they had relreated. 

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a state^ he sent 

* * This history n be«t Illustrated by Dr. Hudson out of Li?y, who sliys, "^ That 
A.Gabiains the proconsnl restored Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, and eject- 
ed Aicirellius;'whoiR they had 4et up for king," &c.^Aee Prid. at the yean 64 
and 6^. ^t 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



q. VI. ANTING IXJBS OF THE JEWS. 255 

AAtipater^ wlio wfis a firadeot mtd^ to those that were seditious, 
to try whetherbe could citre themof their. madness^ and peiauade 
them to return to a better mind ; and when he came ta them^ he 
brought nmMxy of them. to a sound mind^ and induced them to do 
what they ought to do: but he coald sot restrain. Alesauder; 
fpr he had au army of thirty thousand Jews^^ndmet Gabiniu^, 
arid joining, battle with him, was beaten,, and lost ten thousand 
of his men, about Mount Tabor, 

4. So Gabifiaus settled the afikirs which belonged to the city 
Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater's inclination, and went 
against the Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. He adso 
sent away in a friendly manner Mithridates and Orsanes, who 
w^e Parthian deserters, and came to him, though the report 
went abroad that they had run away, from him^ And when Ga-* 
bijQfus had performed great and glorious actions in his manage^ 
meiit of the aifaira of war, he returned to Rome, and delivered 
the government to Crasstis, Now Nicolaus of Damascua, and 
Strabo of Gappadocia, both describe the expeditions of Pompey 
and Gafaanius against ihe Jews ; while neither of them say any 
thing new which ia^not iu the other* 



GHAP. VII. 



How Crassus came into Judea, and pillaged the Temple ; and 
then marched against the Parthians, and perished with his 
Army. Also how Cassias obtained Syria, and put a Stop to 
the ParthianSf and then went up to Judea, 

S 1. Now Crastos, as be was going upon his expedition against 
the 'ParthianSf qame into Jadea, and carjied ofif.the money that 
i$ras in thdpnople) ^hicb Pompey had left, being twa thousand 
talents; afll was disposed to spoil it of all the gold belong* 
ing to it, which was eight thousand talents. He also took a beam 
which was made of soUd beaten gold, of the weight of three 
hundred minae; each of which weighed two pounds and^a half* 
It was the priest who was guardian of the sacred treasures, and 
whose name was Eleazur^ that gave him this beam; not out of 
a wii:ked design,, for hci was. a good and a righteous man; but 
being intrusted with tb» custody of the veils belonging to the 
temple^ which were of .admirable beauty, and of very costly 
workmanship, and hung down from this beam, when he saw 
that Crassus was busy in gathering money, and was in fear, for 
the entire ornaments of the temple, he gave him this beam of 
gold, as a ransom for the whole; but this not till he had given 
his oath that he*would remove nothing else out of the temple, 
but be satbfied with this only which he should give him, being 
worth many ten thouil|^ [shekels]. Now^ this beam was con- 
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tallied in a wooden beam that was boUow, but was known to no 
otbersy but Eleazar alone knew it. Yet did Craans take away 
thia beam, upon the condition of tonchiiig nothing dae that be- 
longed to the temple, and then brake his oath, and carried aw3 j 
all the gold that was in the tem|^. 

2. AdA let no one wonder that diere was so much wealth in 
our temple, since all the Jews throughout the habitable earth, 
and those that worshiped God, nay, even those of Asia and Eu- 
rope, sent their contributions to it, and this from very ancient 
times. Nor is the largeness of these sums without its atlestatioo ; 
nor is that greatness owing to our vanity, as raising it widi- 
out ground to so great a height ; but there are many witnesses 
to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who says thus : 
** Mithridates sent to Coss, and took the money, which queen 
Cleopatra had deposited there, as also eight hunched talents be- 
longing to the Jews." Now, we have no public money but 
only what appertains to God ; and it is evident that the Asian 
Jews removed this money out of fear of Mithridates; for it is 
not probable that those of Jndea, who had a strong city and 
temple, should send their money to Coss ; nor b it likely that 
the Jews, who are inhabitants of Alexandria, diould do so nei- 
ther, since they were in no fear of Mithridates. And Strabo 
himself bears witness to the same thing in another place; that 
at the same time that Sylla passed over into Greece, in order to 
fight against Mithridates, he sent Lucuilus to pot an end to a 
sedition that our nation, of whom the habitable earth is full, had 
raised in Cyrene; where he speaks thus: " There were four 
classes of men among those of Cyrene, that of citizens, that of 
husbandmen, the third of strangers, and the fourth of Jews. Now 
these Jews are already gotten into all cities, and it i^ard to -find 
a place in the habitable earth that hath not admittedVks tiibe of 
men, and is not possessed by it: and it hath come ^pass that 
Egypt and Cyrene, as having the same governors, and a great 
number of other nations, imitate their way of living, and main- 
tain great bodies of these Jews in a peculiar manner, and grow 
up to greater prosperity with them, and make use of the same 
laws with that nation also. Accordingly the Jews have places 
assigned them in Egypt, wherein they inhabit, besides what is 
peculiarly allotted to this nation at Alexandria, which is a large 
part of that city. There is also an ethnarch allowed them, who 
governs the nation, and distributes justice to them, and takes 
care of their contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, as if 
he were the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, therefore, this 
nation is powerful, because the Jews were originally Egyptians, 
and because the land wherein they inhabit since they went thence 
is near to Egypt. They also removed into Cyrene, because that 
this land adjoined to the government o^^gypt, as well as does 
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Judea, or rather was formerly under the same government/' 
And this is what Strabo says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all thitigs as he himself pleased, 
he marched into Parthia, where both he himself and all his army 
perished, as hath been related elsewhere. But Cassius, as he 
ded>from Rome to Syria^ took possession of it, and was an im- 
pediment to the Parthians, who, by reason of their victory over 
Crassus, made incursions upon it; and as he came back to Tyre^ 
be went up into Judea also, and fell upon Tarichese, and pre- 
sently took it, and carried about thirty thousand Jews captives ; 
and slew Pitholaus, who succeeded Aristobulus in his seditious 
practices ; and that by the persuasion of Antipater, who proved 
to have great interest in him, and was at that time in great repute 
with the Idumeans also: out of which nation he married a wife, 
who was the daughter of one of their eminent men, and her name 
was Cypros^ ; by whom he had four sons, Phasael, and He/od, 
who was afterwards made king, and Joseph, and Pheroras ; and 
a daughter named Salome. This Antipater cultivated also a friend- 
ship and mutual kindness with other potentates, but especially 
with the king of Arabia, to whom he committed his children, 
while he fought against Aristobulus. So Cassius removed his 
camp, and marched to Euphrates, to meet those that were coining 

' to attack him ; as hath been related by others. 

4. But some time afterward, Caesar, when he had taken Rome, 
and after Pompey and the senate were fled beyond the Ionian 
sea, freed Aristobulus from his bonds, and resolved to send him 
into Syria ; and delivered two legions to him, that he might s6t 
matters right, as being a potent man in that country: but Aris* 
tobulus had no enjoyment of what he hoped for from the power 
that was given him by Caesar: for those of Pompey 's party pre- 
vented it, and destroyed him by poison, and those of Caesar's 
party buried him. His dead body also lay for a good while em- 
balmed in honey, till Antony afterward sent it to Judea, and 
caused him to be buried in the royal sepulchre. But Scipio, 
upon Pompey's sending to him to slay Alexander, the son of 
Aristobulus, because the young man was accused of what of- 
fences he had been guilty of at first against the Romans, cut oft* 
his head ; and thus did he die at Antioch. But Ptolemy, the 
son of Menneus, who was the ruler of Chalcis, under Mount 
Libanus, took his brethren to liim, and sent his son Philippion 
to Askelon to Aristobulus's wife, and desired her to send back 
with him her son Antigonus, and her daughters; the one of 

.which, whose name w2ls jilexandra, Philippion fell in love with, 
and married; though afterward his father Ptolemy slew him, and 
married Alexandra, and continued to take care of her brethren. 

* Dr. Hudson observes, that the name of this wife of AnCipater's in Josepfans 
vvas Cyprus^ as*a Hebrew termination, bat not Cypris^ the Greeic name for Yeuus, 
as some critics were ready to correct it. 

VOL. II. S 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Jews become Confederates with Casar when he fought 
. against Egypt. The glorious Actions ofJntipater, and his 
Friendship with Casar. The Honours which the Jews re- 
ceived from the Romans and Athenians, 

§ 1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that victory Caesar 
had gained over him, Antipater, who managed the Jewish 
affairs, became very useful to Caesar when he made war against 
Egypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus : for when Mithri* 
dates of Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries, and was not 
able to continue his march through Pelusium, but obliged to 
stay at Askelon^ Antipater came to him, conducting three thou- 
sand of the Jews armed men : he had also takeU care the prin- 
cipal men of the Arabians should come to his assistance ; -and 
on bis account it was that all the Syrians assisted him also, as 
not willing to appear behindhand in their alacrity for Caesar ; 
viz. Jamblicus the mler, and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy 
the son of Sohemus who dwelt at Mount Libanus, and almost 
all the cities. So Mithridates marched out of Syria, and came 
to Pelusium ; and when its inhabitants would not admit him, 
he besieged the city. Now Antipater signalized himself here, 
and was the 6rst who plucked down a part of the wall, and so 
opened a way to the rest, whereby they might enter the city, 
and by this means Pelusium was taken; but it happened that 
the Egyptian Jews, who dwelt in the country called Onion, 
would not let Antipater and Mithridates, with their soldiers, 
pass to Caesar; but Antipater persuaded them to come over to 
their party, because he was of the same people with them ; and 
that chiefly by showing them the epistles of Hyrcanus the high 
priest, wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendship with 
Caesar, and to supply his army with money, and all sorts of pro- 
visions which they wanted: and accordingly, when they saw 
Antipater and the high priest of the same sentiments, they did 
as they were desired. And when the Jews about Memphis 
heard that these Jews were come over to Caesar, they also 
invited Mithridates to come to them ; so he came and received 
them also into his army. 

9. And when Mithridates had gone over all Delta, as the 
place is called, he came to a pitched battle with the enemy, 
near the place called the Jewish Camp. Now Mithridates had 
the right wing, and Antipater the left ,* and when it came to a 
fight, that wing where Mithridates was gave way, and was 
likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater had come running 
to him with his own soldiers along the shore, when he had 
already beaten the enemy that opposed him; so he delivered 
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MithndoteSy and put those Egyptians who had been too hard 
for him to flight. He also took their caqnp and continued in the 
pursuit of them. He also recalled Mithndates, who had been 
worsted, and was retired a great way off; of whose soldiers eight 
hundred fell, but of Antipater's fifty. So Mithridates sent an 
account bf this battle to Ciesar, and openly declared, that Anti- 
pater was the author of this victory, and of his own preservation, 
insomuch that CaBsar commended Antipater then, and made use 
of him all the rest of that war in the most hazardous under<^ 
taking; he happened also to be wounded in one of those en* 
gagements. 

3. However, when Caesar^ after some time, had finished that 
war, and was sailed away for Syria, he honoured Antipater greatly, 
and confirmed Hyrcanus in the high priesthood; and bestowed 
on Antipater the privilege of a citizen of Rome, and a freedom 
firom taxes everywhere : and it is reported by many, that Hyrca^ 
nus went along with Antipater in this expedition, and came him- 
self into Egypt. And Strabo of Cappadocia bears witness to 
this, when he says thus, in the name of Asinius : '^ After Mithri- 
dates had invaded Egypt, and with him Hyrcanus the high priest 
of the Jews.'' Nay, the same Strabo says thus again^ in an* 
other place, in the name of Hypsicrates, that " Mithridates at 
first went out alone, but that Antipater, who had the care of the 
Jewish affairs, was called by him to Askelon, and that he had 
gotten ready three thousand soldiers to go along with him, and 
encouraged other governors of the country to go along with him 
also; and that Hyrcauus the high priest was also present in this 
expedition/' * This is what Strabo says. 

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came at this time 
to C^aar, and ^ lamented his father's fale; and complained, that 
it was by Antipatcir's means that Aristob^ltts was taken off by 
poison, and his brother was breaded by Seipio ; and desired that 
be would take pity of him who had been ejected out of diat 
principality which Waa due to him." He also accused Hyrca- 
nus and Aintipater as governing the nation by violence, and offer- 
ing injuriea to himself. Antipater was present, uid made his 
defence as to the accusations that were laid against him. He 
demonstrated, that ** Anit^onua atid his party were given to in* 
novation, and were seditious persons, (le also put Caesar in 
mind what difficult services he had undergone when he assisted 
hkn in bis wars, and discoursed about what he he was a witness 
of himself. He added, that Aristobulus was justly carried away 
to Rome, as one that was aa eueoay to the Romans, and could 
never be brought to be a friend to them; and that his brother 
had no more than he deserved from Scipio, as being seized in 
committing, robberiesi; and that this punishment was hot inflicted 
on him in a. way of vtolence or injustice by him that did it." 

s2 
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5. When Antipater had. made this speech, Caesar appointed 
Uyrcanus to be high priest; and gave Antipater what princi- 
pality he himself should choose, leaving the determination to him- 
self: so he made him procurator of Judea. He also gave Hyr- 
canus leave to raise up the walls of his own city, upon his asking 
that favour of him, for they had been demolished by Pompey. 
And this grant he sent to the consuls of Rome, to be engraven 
in the capitol. The decree of the senate was this that follows: 
''* Lucius Valerius, the son of Lucius the pretor, referred this^ 
to the senate, upon the ides of December, in the temple of 
Concord. There were present at the writing of this decree, 
Lucius Coponius, the son of Lucius of the CoUine tribe, and 
Papirius of the Quirine tribe, concerning the affairs which Alex- 
ander the son of Jason, and Numenius the son of Antiochus, and 
Alexander the son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good 
and worthy men, proposed ; who came to renew that league of 
good-will and friendship with the Romans which was in being 
before. They also brought a shield of gold, -as a mark of 
confederacy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and de- 
sired that letters might be given them, directed both to the free 
cities and to the kings, that their country and their havens might 
be at peace, and that no one among them might receive any 
injury. It therefore pleased [the senate] to make a league of 
friendship and good-will with them, and to bestow on them 
whatsoever they stood in need of, and to accept of the shield 
which was brought by them. This was done in the ninth year 
of Hyrcanus the liigb priest and ethnarch, in the month Pane- 
mus." Hyrcanus also received honours from, the people of 
Athens, as having been useful to them on many occasions. And 
when they wrote to him, they sent him this decree, as it here 
follows : " Under the prutaneia and priesthood of Dionysius, the 
son of Esculapius, on the fifth day of the latter part of the month 
Panemus, this decree of the Athenians was given to their com-» 
manders, when Agathocles was archon, and Eucles, the son of 
Menander of Alimusia, was the scribe. In the month Muiiy- 
chion, on the eleventh day of the prutaneia, a council of the 
presidents was held in the theatre. Dorotheus the high priest, 
and the fellow presidents with him, put it to the vote of the 

* Take Dr. Hudson's note upon this place, which I suppose to be the troth : 
"Here is some mistake in Jo^ephos; for when be had promised a decree for the 
restoration of Jerusalem, he brings in a decree of far greater antiqaity, and that 
a league of friendship and union only. One may easily believe that Josephus 
gave order for one thing, and his amanuensis performed another, by transposing 
decrees that concerned the Hyrcani, and as deluded by the sameness of their 
names: for that belongs to the first high priest of this name [John Hyrcanus], 
which Josephus here ascribes to one that lived later [Hyrcanus, the son of Alex- 
ander Janneus]. However, the decree which he proposes to set down follows 
a little lower, in the collection of Roman decrees, that concerned the Jews, and' 
is that 4ated when Canar was consul the fifth time. ISee chap. x. seot. 5; 
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people. Dionysius, the son of Dionysius, gave the sentence : 
Since Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high priest and eth« 
narch of the Jews, continues to bear good-wiii to our people in. 
general, and to every one of our citizens in particular, and treats 
them with ail sorts of kindness ; and when any of the Athenians 
come to him, either as ambassadors or on any occasion of their 
own^ he receives them in an obliging manner, and sees that they 
are conducted back in safety, of which we have had several for- 
mer testimonies; it is now also decreed, at the report of Theodo- 
sius, the son of Theodorus, and upon his putting the people in. 
mind of the virtue of this man, and that his purpose is to do us 
all the good that is in his power, to honour him with a crown of 
gold, the usual reward according to the law, and to erect his 
statue, in brass in the temple of Demus, and of the Graces; 
and that this present of a crown shall be proclaimed publicly in 
the theatre, in the Dionysian shows while the new tragedies are 
acting; and in the Panathenean and Eleusinian, and Gyronical 
shows also; and that the commanders shall take care, while he 
continues ^in his friendship, and preserves his good-will to us, to 
return all possible honour and favour to the man for his affec- 
tion and generosity; that by this treatment it may appear how 
our people receive the good kindly, and repay them a suitable 
reward; and he may be induced to proceed in his affection to* 
wards us, by the honours we have already paid him. That am- 
bassadors be also chosen out of all the Athenians, who shall 
carry this decree to him, and desire him to accept of the honours 
we do him, and to endeavour always to be doing some good to. 
our city." And this shall suffice us to have spoken as to the 
honours that were paid by the Romans and the people of Athens 
to Hyrcanus. 



CHAP. IX. 

How Antipater committed the Care of Galilee to Herod^ and 
that of Jerusalem to Phasaelus: as also how Herod, upon the 
Jews' Envy at Antipater, was accused before Hyrcanus. 

§ 1. Now when Caesar had settled the affairs of Syria, he sailed 
away ; and as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar out of 
Syria, he returned to Judea. He then immediately raised up 
the wall which had been thrown down by Ppmpey; and, by 
coming thither, he pacified that tumult which had beei^ in the 
country, and this by both threatening and advising them to be 
quiet: for that, ''if they would be of Hyrcanus's side,, they 
would live happily, and lead their lives without disturbance, in 
the enjoyment of their own possessions; but if they were addicted 
to the hopes of what might come by innovation, and aimed to 
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get wealth thereby, they should have him a severe master instead 
of a gentle governor, and Hyrcanus a tyrant instead of a king, 
and the Romans, together with Caesar, their bitter enemies in- 
stead of rulers ; for that they would never bear him to be set 
aside whom they had appointed to govern/' And when Anti- 
pater had said this to them, he himself setded tlie affairs of this 
country. 

2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and slothful tem« 
per^ he made Phasaelus, his eldest son, governor of Jerusalem, 
and of the places that were about it, but committed Galilee to 
Herod) his next son, who was then a very young man, for he was 
but fifteen'* years of age: but that youth of his was no impedi* 
ment to him; but as he was a youth of a great mind, he presently 
met with an opportunity of signalizing his courage ; for finding 
that there was one Hezekias,^£i captain of a band of robbers, who 
overran the neighbouring parts of Syria with a great troop of 
them, he seized him, and slew him, as well as a great number 
of the other robbers that were with him; for which action he 
was greatly beloved by the Syrians; for when they were very 
desii-ous to Imve their country freed from this nest of robbers, he 
purged it of them : so they, sung songs in his commendation, in 
their villages and cities^ as having procured them peace, and the 
secure jenjoyment of their possessions; and on this account it 
was diafc ne became known to Sextus CsBsar, who was a relation 
6f the great CsBsar's, and was now president of Syria. Now 
Phasaelus, Herod's brother, was moved with emulation at his 
actions, and envied the fame he had thereby gotten, and became 
ambitioos not to be behindhand with him in deserving it; so he 
siade the inhabitaats of Jerusalem bear him the greatest good 
will, while he held the city himself, but did neither manage its 
affairs improperly, nor abuse his authority therein. This con- 
duct procured from the nation to Antipater such respect as is due 
to kings, and such honours as he might partake of if he were an 
absolute lord of the country. Yet did not this splendour of his, 
as frequently happens, in ti ^ least diniinish in him that kindness 
and fidelity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

3. But now the principal men among the Jews, when they 
saw Antipater and his sons grow so much in the good will the 
nation bare to them, and in the revenues which they received out 
of Jttdea, and out of Hyrcanns's own wealth, they became ill 
disposed to him : for iild^d Antipater had contracted a friend- 

• Those who will carefully observe the several occasional numbers and chro- 
Doloipcal characters iti the life and death of this fierod, and of his children, 
hereafter imted, v^ill see« that tweMy^five years, and not fifteen^ must for certaio 
hatve been here Jose pbus's own Bom&er for the a|pe of Herod, wbea lie was maidic 

Sovernor of Galilee. ^ See cb.zxiii. sect. 5, and ch. xxiv. sect«7,and particularly 
Lntiq. B. xvii. ch. viii. sect. 1. 'where about 44 years afterwards Herod dies an 
i>H man at about 70. 
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ship with the 'Roman emperors: and when he had prevailed with 
Hyrcanus to send them money, he took it to himself, and purr 
loined the present intended, and sent it, as if it were his own, and 
not Hyrcanus's gift to them. Hyrcanus heard of this his manage^ 
raent, but took no care about it; nay, he rather was very glad 
of it: but the chief mep of the Jews were therefore in fear, be^ 
cause they saw that Herod was a violent and bold man, and very 
desirous of acting tyrannically; so they came to Hyrcanus, and 
now accused Antipater openly, and said to him, *' How long 
wilt thou be quiet under such actions as are now done ? Or dost 
thou not see that Antipater and his sons have already seized 
upon the government? and that it is only the name of a king 
which is given thee i But do not thou suffer these things to 
be hidden from thee ; nor do thou think to escape danger, by 
being so careless of diyself and of thy kingdom; for Antipatef 
and his sons are not now stewards of thine affairs; do not thou 
deceive thyself with such a notion : they are evidently absolute 
lords: for Herod, An ti pater's son, hath slain Hezekiah and those 
that were with him; and hath thereby transgressed our law, 
which hath forbidden to slay any man, even though he were a 
wicked man, unless he had been first condemned to suffer death 
by the sanhedrim '^; yet hath he been so insolent as to do this, 
and that without any authority from thee." 

4. Upon Hyrcanus's hearing this, he complied with them. The 
mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod raised his 
indignation; for these women continued every day in the temple, 
persuading the king and the people, that Herod might undergo 
a trial before the sanhedrim for what he had done. Hyrcanus 
was so moved by these complaints, that he summoned Herod to 
come to his trial, for what was charged upon him. Accordingly 
he came: but his father had persuaded him to come not like a 
private man, but with a guard, for tlie security of his person ; 
and that when he had settled the affairs of Galilee in the best 
manner he could for his own advantage, he should come to his 
trial, but still with a body of men sufficient for his security on 
his journey, yet so that he should not come with so great a 
force as might look like terrifying Hyrcanus, but still such a one 
as might not expose him naked and unguarded [to his enemies]. 
However, Sextus Cassar, president of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, 
and desired him to clear Herod, and dismiss him at his trial, 
and threatened him beforehand, if he did not do it. Which 

* It is here worth our wbUe t6 remark, that none could be put to death in 
Jadea but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there being an excellent 
provision in the law of Moses, that even in criminal causes, and particularly 
where life was concerned, an appeal should lie, from the lesser councils of seven 
in the other cities, to the supreme council of seventy-one at Jerusalem. And 
this is exactly according to pur Saviour's words, when be says. It could noi be 
that a prophet should perish out of Jerusalem^ Luke, xiii. S3. 
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epistle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus's delivering Herod 
from suffering any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved him 
as his own son. But when Herod stood before the sanhedrim, 
with his body of men about him, he affrighted them all, and no 
one of his former accusers durst after that bring any charge 
against him; but there was a deep silence, and nobody knew 
what was to be done. When affairs stood thus, one whose 
name was Sameas*, a righteous roan he was, and for that reason 
above all fear, who rose up and said:^ " O you that are assessors 
with me, and O thou that art our king, I neither have ever my- 
self known such a case, nor do I suppose that any of you can 
name its parallel, that one who is called to take his trial by us 
ever stood in such a manner before us; but every one, whosoever 
he be, that comes to be tried by this sanhedrim, presents himself 
in a submissive manner, and like one that is in fear r>f himself, 
and that endeavours to move us to compassion, with his hair 
dishevelled, and in a black and mourning garment,; but this ad- 
mirable man Herod, who is accused of murder, and called to . 
answer so heavy an accusation, stands here clothed in purple, 
and with the hair of his head finely trimmed, and with his armed 
men about him ; that if we shall condemn him by our law, be 
may slay us, and by overbearing justice may himself escape 
death. Yet do not I make this complaint against Herod him- 
self; he is to be sure more concerned for himself than for the 
laws; but my complaint is against yourselves, and your king, 
who give him a licence so to do. However, take you notice, 
that God is great, and that this very man, whom you are ^oing 
to absolve and dismiss, for the sake of Hyrcanus, will one day 
punish both you and your king himself also.'' Nor did Sameas 
mistake in any part of this prediction: for when Herod had re- 
ceived the kingdom, he slew all the members of this sanhedrim, 
and Hyrcanus himself also, excepting Sameas: for he had a 
great honour for him on account of his righteousness, and be- 
cause, when the city was afterwards besieged by Herod and 
Sosius,he persuaded the people to admit Herod into it; and told 
them, " That for their sins they would not be able to escape his 
hands/' Which things will be related by us in their proper 
places. 

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of the sanhe- 
drim were ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon Herod, 
he put off the trial to another day, and sent privately to Herod, 
land advised him to fly out of the city, for that by this means he 
might escape. So he retired to Damascus, as though he fled 
from the king : and when he had been with Sextus Caesar, and 
Jiad put his owp affairs in a sure posture, he resolved to do thus, 

* This account, as Rclaod observes, is confirmed by the Talmadists, who call 
^J^ii Sajneas, Simeon the ton ofShetachr 
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that io case he were again summoned before the sanhedrim to 
take bis trial, he would not obey that summons. Hereupon the 
members of the sanhedrim had great indignation at this posture 
of atfairsy and endeavoured to persuade Hyrcanus, that all these 
things were against him. Which state of matters he was not 
ignorant of; but his temper was so unmanly, and so foolish, that 
he was able to do nothing at all. But when Sextus had made 
Herod general of the army of Celesyria, for he sold him that 
post for money, Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod should make 
war upon him ; nor was the effect of what he fearedT long in 
coming upon him ; for Herod came, and brought an army along 
with him, to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial he 
had been summoned to undergo before the sanhedrim: but his 
father Antipater, and his brother [Phasaelus], met him, and 
hindered him from assaulting Jerusalem. They also pacified his 
vehement temper, and persuaded him to do no overt action; but 
only to affright them with threatenings, and to proceed no farther 
against one who had given him the dignity he had : they also de- 
sired him not to be angry that he was summoned and obliged 
to come to trial, but to remember withal, how he was dismissed 
without condemnation, and how he ought to give Hyrcanus 
thanks for the same; and that he was not to regard only what 
was disagreeable to him, and be unthankful for his deliverance. 
So they desired him to consider, that since it is God thai turns 
the scales of war, there is great uncertainty in the issue of 
battles, and that therefore he ought not to expect the victory, 
whenjbe should fight with his king, and him that had supported 
him, and bestowed many benefits upon him, and had done no- 
thing itself very severe to him; for that his accusation, which was 
derived from evil counsellors, and not from himself, had rather 
the suspicion of some severity, than any thing really severe in it.^ 
Herod was persuaded by these arguments, and believed that it 
was sufficient for his future hopes to have made a show of his 
strength before the nation, and done no more to it: and in this 
state were the affairs of Judea at this time. 



CHAP. X. 



The Honours that were paid the Jews; and the Leagues that 
were made by the Romans and other Nations with them. 

§ 1. Now when Caesar was come to Rome, he was ready to 
sail into Africa to fight against Scipio and Cato, when Hyrca- 
nus sent ambassadors to him, and by them desired that he would 
ratify that league of friendship and mutual alliance which was 
between them. And it seems to me to be necessary here to give 
an account of all the honours that the Romans and their enipe- 
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rors paid to our natioiiy and of the leagues of mutual assistance 
they have made with it ; that all the rest of mankind may know 
what regard the kings of Asia and Europe have had to us, and 
that they have been abundantly satisfied of our courage and 
fidelity; for, whereas many will not believe what hath been 
written about us by the Persians and Macedonians, because 
those writings are not every where to be met with, nor do lie in 
public places, but among us ourselves, and certain other bar- 
barous nations; while there is no contradiction to be made 
against the decrees of the Romans, for they are laid up in the 
public places of the cities, and are extant still in the capitol, 
and engraven upon pillars of brass; nay, besides this, Julius 
Caesar made a pillar of brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and 
declared publicly that they were citizens of Alexandria. Out 
of these evidences will I demonstrate what I say ; and will now 
set down the decrees made both by the senate, and by Julius 
Caesar, which relate to Hyrcanus and to our nation. 

£• ** Caius Julius Caesar, imperator and high priest and dH> 
tator the second time, to the magistrates, senate, and people of 
Sidon, sendeth greeting: If you be in health it is well; I also 
and the army are well. I have sent you a copy of that decree, 
registered on the tables, which concerns Hyrcanus, the son of 
Alexander, the. high priest and ethnarch of the Jews, that it may 
be laid up among the public records: and I will that it be 
openly proposed in a table of brass, both in Greek and in 
llatin. It is as follows : I Julius Caesar, imperator the second 
time, and high priest, have made this decree, with the approba^ 
tion of the senate : Whereas Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander 
the Jew, hath demonstrated his fidelity and diligence about our 
affairs ; and this both now and in former times, both in peace 
and in war ; as many of our generals have borne witness : and 
came to our assistance in the last * Alexandrian war with fifteen 
hundred soldiers; and when he was sent by me to Mithridates, 
showed himself superior in valour to all the rest of that army : 
for these reasons I will, that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, 
and his children, be ethnarchs of the Jews, and have the high 
priesthood of the Jews for ever, according to the customs of 
their forefathers, and that he and his sons be our confederates ; 
and that, besides this, every one of them be reckoned among our 
particular friends. I also ordain, that he and his children re^ 
tain whatsoever privileges belong to the office of high priest, or 
whatsoever favours have been hitherto granted them. And if at 
any time hereafter there arise any questions about the Jewish 

* That Hyrcaims was himself in Egypt, aloDg with Antipater at this time, (o 
whom accordingly the bold and prudent actions of his depaty Antipater are bere 
ascribed, as this d«cree of Jidiai Cesar supposes, we are farther assured by the 
lestiflMny of Strabo, already produced by Josephos, chap. viii. sect. 3. 
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customs, I will that be determine the same. . And I think it not 
proper that they should be obliged ^o find us winter-quarters, op 
that any money should be required of them." 

3. *'The decrees of Caius Csesar, consul, containing what 
hath been granted and determined, are as follow: That Hyrca^ 
nus and his children bear rule over the nation of the Jews, and 
have the profits of the places to them bequeathed ; and that he, 
as himself the high priest and etbnarch of the Jews, defend those 
that are injured. And that ambassadors be sent to Hyrcanus 
the son of Alexander, the high priest of the Jews, that may d]S« 
course with him about a league of friendship and mutual as* 
sistance; and that a table of brass, containing the premises, be 
openly proposed in the capitol, and at Sidon, and Tyre, and 
Askelon, and in the temple, engraven in Roman and Greek 
letters : that this decree may also be communicated to the oues-^ 
tors and pretors of the several cities, and to the friends or the 
Jews: ^d that the ambassadors may have presents made them, 
and that these decrees be sent every where. 

4. *' Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator, consul, hath granted, 
that out of regard to the honour, and virtue, and kindness of the 
man, and for the advantage of the senate and of the people of 
Rome, Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, both he and his chil«> 
dren, be high priests and priests of Jerusalem, and of the Jewish 
nation, by the same right, and according to the same laws, by 
which their progenitors have held the priesthood.*' 

6. ** Caius Csesar, consul the fifth time, hath decreed, that 
the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, and may encompass that city 
with walls; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high 
priest and ethnarch of the Jews, retain it in the manner he him-' 
self pleases ; and that the Jews be allowed to deduct out of theif 
tribute every second year the land is let [in the Sabbatic period] 
a corns of that tribute ; and that the tribute they pay be not let 
to farm, nor that they pay always the same tribute.'* 

6. " Caius Csesar, imperator the second time, hath ordained, 
that all the country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do pay a tri-> 
bute yearly for the city Jerusalem, excepting the seventh, which 
they call the Sabbatical y^ar, because thereon they neither re« 
ceive the fruits of their trees, nor do they sow their land ; ami 
that they pay their tribute in Sidon on the second year [of that 
Sabbatical period], the fourth part of vvfaat wss ^sown ; and be^ 
sides tiris, they are to pay the same tithes to Hyrcanus and his 
sons, which they paid to their forefathers. And tbat no one, 
neither president, nor lieutenant, nor ambassador, raise auxili- 
aries widiin tke bounds of Judea, nor my soldiers exact money 
of them for winter-quarters, or under any other pretence, but 
that they be free from all sorts of injuries : and that whatsoever 
tbey shall hereafter have, and are in poesi^ion of, or have boogbt^ 
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they shall retain them all. It is also our pleasure^ that the city 
Joppa, which the Jews had originally when they made a league 
of friendship with the Romans, shall belong to them, as it for- 
merly did ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his 
sons, have as tribute of that city from those that occupy tlie land 
for the country, and for what they export every year to ^doo, 
twenty thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii every year ; 
the seventh year, which they call the Sabbatic year, excepted, 
whereon they neither plough, nor receive the product of their 
trees. It is also the pleasure of the senate, that as to die vil- 
lages which are in the great plain, which Hyrcanus and his fore- 
fathers formerly possessed, Hyrcanus and the Jews have them 
with the same privileges with which they formerly had them 
also; and that the same original ordinances remain still in force, 
which concern the Jews, with regard to their high priests ; and 
that they enjoy the same benefits which they have had formerly 
by the concession of the people and of the senate : and let them, 
enjoy the like privileges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also o£ 
the senate, that Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and the Jews, retain 
those places, countries, and villages, which belong to the kings 
of Syria and Phcenicia, the confederates of the Romans, and 
which they had bestowed on them as their free gifts. It is also 
granted to Hyrcanus, and to his sons, and to the ambassadors 
by them sent to us, that in the fights between single gladiators, 
and in those with beasts, they shall sit among the senators to 
see those shows ; and that when they desire an audience, they 
shall be introduced into the senate by the dictator, or by the 
general of the horse ; and when they have introduced them, their 
answers shall be returned them in ten days at the farthest, after 
the decree of the senate is made about their affairs." 

7« ^'Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator the fourth time, and 
consul the fifth time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made 
this speech concerning the rights and privileges of Hyrcanus the 
son of Alexander, the high priest and ethnarch of the Jews. 
Since those imperators * that have been in the provinces before 
me, have borne witness to Hyrcanus, the high priest of the 
Jews, and to the Jews themselves, and this before the senate 
and people of Rome, when the people and senate returned their, 
thanks to them, it is good that we also now remember the same, 
and provide that a requital be made to Hyrcanus, to the nation 
of the Jews, and to the sons of Hyrcanus, by the senate and 
people of Rome ; and that suitably to what good will they have, 
shown us, and to the benefits they have bestowed upon us." 

* Dr. Hudson justly supposes, that these Roman imperators, or generals of 
armies, meant both here and sect. 2, who gave testimony to Hyrcanus's and the 
Jews' faithfulness and good will to the Romans, before the senate and people of 
Rome, were principally Pompey, Scaums, and Gabinius; of all whom Josephus 
had already given us the history, so far as the Jews were concerned with them. 
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8. '' Julius Caius, pretor [consul] of Rome to the b^istrates^ 
senate, and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting : iTie Jews 
of Delos, and some other Jews that sojourn there, in the pre- 
sence of your ambassadors, signified to us, that by a decree of 
yours, you forbid them to make use of the customs of their fore- 
fathers, and their way of sacred worship. Now it does not 
please me, that such decrees should be. made against our friends 
and confederates, whereby they are forbidden to live accordmg 
to their own customs, or to bring in contributions for common 
suppers and holy festivals; while they are not forbidden so to 
do even at Rome itself; for even Caius Ca&sar, our imperator 
and consul, in that decree wherein he forbade the Bacchanal 
rioters to meet in the city, did yet permit these Jews, and these 
only, both to bring in their contributions, and to make their 
common suppers; Accordingly, when I forbid other Baccha- 
nal rioters, I permit these Jews to gather themselves together, 
according to the customs and laws of their forefathers, and 16 

Cersist therein. It will be therefore good for you, that if you 
ave made any decree against these our friends and confederates, 
to abrogate the same, by reason of their virtue, and kind disposi- 
tion towards us.'' 

9. Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus Antonius, and 
Publius Dolabella, were consuls, they both assembled the 
senate, and introduced Hyrcanus's ambassadors into it, and 
discoursed of what they desired, add made a league of friend- 
ship with them. The senate also decreed to grant them all 
they desired. I add the decree itself, that those who read the 
present work may have ready by them a deqaQnstration of the 
truth of what we say. The decree was this : 

10. "The decree of the senate, copied out of the treasury^ 
from the public tables belonging to the questors, when Quintus 
Rutilius and Caius Cornelius were questors, and taken out of 
the second table of the first class, on the third day before the 
ides of April, in the temple of Concord. There were present 
at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpurnius Piso, of the 
Menenian tribe; Servius Papinius Potitus, of the Lemoniaii 
tribe ; Caius Caninius Rebilius^ of the Tarentine tribe ; Pub^ 
lius Tidetius ; Lucius Apulinus, the son of Lucius, of the Ser- 
bian tribe ; Flavius, the son of Lucius, of the Lemouian tribe ; 
Publius Platius, the son of Publius, of the Papyrian tribe ; Mar* 
cus Acilius, the son of Marcus, of the Mecian tribe ; Lucius 
Erucius, the son of Lucius, of the Stellatine tribe; Marcus 
Quintius Plancillus, the son of Marcus, of the Pollian tribe; 
and Publius Serins. Publius Dolabella, and Marcus Antonius, 
the consuls, made this reference to the senate, that as to those 
things which, by the decree of the senate, Caius Csesar had ad- 
judged about the Jews, and yet had not hitherto that decree 
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been brought into the treasury, it is our will, as it ia also the 
desire of Publius Dolabelia and Marcus Antonius, our consuls, 
to have these decrees put into the public tables, and brought to 
the city questors, that they may take care to have them put 
upon the double tables. This was done before the fifth of Uie 
ides of February, in the temple of Concord. Now the am- 
bassadors from Hyrcaaus the high priest were these : Lysima- 
chus, the son of Pausanias; Alexander, the son of Theodorus; 
Patrodus, the son of Chereas ; and Jonathan the son of Onias." 

1 1. Hyrcanus sent also one of these ambassadors to Dola« 
bella, who was then the prefect of Asia, and desired him to dis- 
miss the Jews from military services, and to preserve to them 
the customs of their forefathers, and to permit them to live ac- 
cording to them. And when Dolabelia had received Hyrca- 
nns's letter, without any farther deliberation, be sent an epistle 
to all the Asiatics, and particularly to the city of^the Ephesians, 
the metropolis of Asia, about the Jews : a copy of which epis* 
tie here follows : 

. ISL ^' When Artemon was prytanis, on the first day of the 
month Leneon, Dolabelia, imperator, to the senate, and magis- 
tates, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting: Alexan- 
der, the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyrcauus> the son 
of Alexander the high priest and ethnarch of the Jews, appeared 
before me, to ^ow that his countrymen could not go into their 
armiea, because they are not allowed to bear arms, or to travel, 
on the Sabbath days, nor there to procure themselves those sorts 
of food which they have been used to eat from the times of their 
fone&thers; I do therefore grant them a freedom irom going 
into the army, as the former prefects have done, and permit 
them to use the customs of their forefathers, in assembhng to- 
gether for sacred and religious purposes, as their law requires, 
and for eolieoting oblations necessary for sao'ifices ^ and. my 
will is, that you write this to the several cities under your juri»^ 
diction." 

13. And these were the concessions that Dolabelia made to 
our nation, when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him. But 
Lucius the consul's decree ran thus: '* I have at my tribunal 
set these Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow the Jewish 
rel^ious rite% and yet live at Ephesns, free from going into the 
army^ on coconut of the superstition they are under. This was 
done before the twelfth of the calends of October, when Lucius 
Lentuhis, and Caius Marcellus, were consuls, in the presence 
of Titus ApfMus Balgus, the son of Titus, and lieutenant of the 
Homtiaft tribe; of Titus Tongius, the son of Titus, of the 
Crustamine tiibe; of Quintus Resins, the son of Quintus; of 
Titus Pompeius Longinus, die son of Titus; of Caius Senri* 
Ihu^ the son of (Daius^ of the Tarentine tribe; of Bracchus the. 
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militftfy tribime ; of Publius Luckts Galivsy the son of Pubiaus, 
of the Vetttrian tribe ; of Cains Sentius, the son of Caius, of 
the Sabbatuie tribe ; of Titus Artilius Bulbus, the son of Titus, 
lieutenant and vice-pretor; to the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : Lucius Lentulus, the 
consul, freed the Jews that are in Asia from going into die 
M'mieSy at my intercession for them. And when 1 had made 
' the same petition some time afterward to Phanius, the iropera- 
tor, and to Lucius Antonius, the vice-questor, I obtained that 
privilege of them also; and my will is, that you take care that 
no one give them any disturbance/' 

14. The decree of the Delians. *^ The answer of the pre* 
tors, wh^n Beotus was archon, on the twentieth day of the 
month ThargeleoQ : While Marcus Piso the lieutenant lived in 
our city, who was also appointed over the choice of the soldiers, 
he called us, and many others of the citizens, and gave order, 
that if there be here any Jews, who are Roman citizens, no one 
is to give them any disturbance about going into the array, be- 
cause Cornelius Lentulus, the consul, freed the Jews from 
going into the army, on account of the superstition they are 
under; you are therefore obUged to submit to the pretor." And 
the like decree was made by the Sardians about us also. 

15. ** Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator and con- 
eul, to the magistrates of Cos, sendeth greeting : I would have 
you know that the ambassadors of the Jews have been with me, 
and desired .they, might have those decrees which the senate had 
made about them ; which decrees are here subjoined. My will 
is, that you have a regard to, and take care of these men, ac- 
cording to the senate's decree, that they may be safely conveyed 
liome through your country." 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus, the consul : '^ I have 
dismissed those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who appear 
to me to have their religious rites, and to observe the laws of the 
Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition they are under. ' 
This act was done before the thirteenth of the caleoids of Octo* 
ber.*' 

17. '^ Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-questor, and 
vice-pretor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of the Sardo- 
nians, sendeth greeting: Those Jews that are our fellow citizens 
•of Rome, came to me, and demonstrated that they had an as* 
sembly of their own, according to the laws of their forefathers ; 
and this from the beginning : as also a place of their own, wherein 
they determined their suits and controversies with one another: 
upon their petition therefore to me, that these might be lawful 
for them, I give order that these their privileges be preserved, 
and 4hey be permitted to do accordingly.'' 

' 18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the son of Spilrius, 
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and of Marcus, the son of Marcus, and of Lucins, the son of 
Publias : ** We went to the proconsul, and informed him of 
what Dositheus, the son of Cleopatrida of Alexandria desired, 
that, if he thought good, he would dismiss those Jews who were 
Roman citizens, and were wont to observe the rites of the Jewish 
religion, on account of the superstition they were under. Ac* 
cordinglj he did dismiss them. This was done before the thir- 
teenth of the calends of October." 

19* ''In the month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentuius and 
Cains Marcellus were consuls ; and there were present Titas 
Appius Balbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant of the Horatian 
tribe; Titus Tongius, of the Crustamine tribe; Quintus Resius, 
the son of Quintus ; Titus Pompeius, the son of Titus ; Corne- 
lius Longinus ; Caius Servilius Bracchus, the son of Caius, a 
military tribune, of the Tarentine tribe; Publius Clusius Cal- 
lus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe ; Caius Teutius, 
the son of Caius, a military tribune of the Emilian tribe ; Sextus 
Atilius Serranus, the son of Sextus, of the Esquiline tKbe; 
Caius Pompeius, the son of Caius, of the Sabbatine tribe ; Titus 
Appius Menander, the son of Titus; Publius Servilius Strabo, 
the son of Publius ; Lucius Paccius Capito, the son of Lucius, 
of the Colline tribe; Aulus Furius Tertius, the son of Aulus; 
and Appius Menas. In the presence of these it was that Len- 
tuius pronounced this decree : I have before the tribi/nal dis- 
missed those Jews that are Roman citizens, and are accustomed 
to observe the sacred rites of the Jews at Ephesus, On account 
of the superstition they are under/' 

20. '^ The magistrates of the Laodiceans to Caius Rubilius, 
the son of Caius the consul, sendeth greeting: Sopater, the am- 
bassador of Hyrcanus the high priest, hath delivered us an epis- 
tle from thee, whereby he lets us know, that certain ambassadors 
were come from Hyrcanus, the high priest of tlie Jews, and 
brought an epistle written concerning their nation ; wherein they 
desire that the Jews may be allowed to observe their Sabbaths, 
and other sacred rites, according to the laws of their forefathers ; 
and that they may be under no command ; because they are our 
friends and confederates, and that nobody may injure them in 
our provinces. Now although the Trallians there present con- 
tradicted them, and were not pleased with these decrees,. yet 
didst thou give order that they should be observed, and inform- 
edst us that thou hadst been desired to write this to us about 
them. We therefore, in obedience to the injunctions we have 
received from thee, have received the epistle which thou sentest 
us, and have laid it up by itself among our public records. And 
as to the other things about which thou didst send to us; we will 
take care that no complaint be made against us.'^ 

81." Publius Servilius, the son of Publius^ of the Galbaii 
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tribe, the proconsul to the magistrate, senate, and people of the 
Milesians, sendeth greeting: Prytanes^ the sod of Hermes, a 
citizen of yours, came to me when I was at Tralles, and held 
a court there, and informed me that you used the Jews in a way. 
different from my opinion, and forbade them to celebrate their 
Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites received from their 
forefalliers,*and to manage the fruits of the land according to 
their ancient custom, and that he had himself been the pro- 
mulger of your decree, according as your laws require : I would 
therefore have you know, that upon hearing the pleadings on 
both sides, I give sentence that the Jews should not be prohibited 
to make use of their own customs/' 

22. The decree of those of Pergamus. When Cratippua 
was prytanis, on the first day of the month Desius, the decree 
of the pretors was this : " Since the Romans, following the 
conduct of their ancestors, undertake dangers for the common 
safety of all mankind, and are ambitious to settle their confer- 
derates and friends in happiness, and in firm peace ; and since 
the nation of the Jews, and their high priest Hyrcanus, sent as 
ambassadors to them Strato, the son of Theodatus, and ApoU 
lonius^ the son of Alexander, and Eneas, the son of Antipater, 
and Aristobiilus, the son of Amyntas, and Sosi pater, the son of 
Philip, worthy and good men, who gave a particular account of 
their affairs; the senate' thereupon made a. decree about what 
they hkjd desired of them, that Antiochus the king, the son of 
Antiochus, should do no injury to the Jews, the confederates of 
the Romans ; and that the fortresses, and the havens, and the 
country, and whatsoever else be had taken from them, should be ' 
restored to them ; and that it may be lawful for them to export 
their goods out of their own havens ; and that no king nor peo- 
ple may have leave to export any goods, either out of the coun- 
try of Judea, or out of their havens, without paying customs, 
but only Ptolemy the king of Alexandria, because he is our 
confederate and friend ; and that, according to their desire, the 
garrison that is in Joppa may be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius, 
one of our senators, a worthy and good man, gave order that we 
should take care that these things should be done according to 
the senate's decree ; and that we should take care also that their 
ambassadors might return home in safety. Accordingly we ad* 
mitted Theodorus into our senate and assembly, and took the 
epistle out of his hands, as well as the decree of the senate : 
and as he discoursed with great zeal about the Jews, and de- 
scribed Hyrcanus's virtue and generosity, and how he was a 
benefactor to all men in common, and particularly to every body 
that comes to him, we laid up the epistle in our public records ; 
and made a decree ourselves, ihat since we also are in confede-. 
racy with the Romans, we would do every thing we could for 
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the Jews, according to tbe senate's decree. Theodoras also, 
who brought the epistle^ desired of our pnelors, that they would 
send Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also aanbassadors to 
signify to him the afiectkm of our people lo him, and to exhort 
them to preserve and augment their friendship for us, and be 
ready to bestow other benefits upon us, as justly expecting to 
receive proper requitals from us; and desiring them to remem* 
her that our ancestors*^ were fiiendly to the Jews even in the 
days of Abraham, who was the father of all the Hebrews, as we 
have [also] found it set down in our public records." 

£3. The decree of those of Halicamassus. When Memnoo, 
the son of Orestidas by descent, but by adoption of Ennonymus, 
was priest, on the *** day of the mondi Aristerion, the decree 
of the people, upon the representation of Marcus Alexander, 
was this : ^^ Since we have ever a great regard to piety to¥Pards 
God, and to holiness ; and since we aim to follow die people of 
the Romans, who are the benefactors of all men, and what they 
have written to us about a league of friendship and mutual as- 
sistance between the Jews and our city, and that their sacred 
offices, and accustomed festivals and assemblies may be observed 
by them ; we have decreed, that as many men and women of 
the Jews as are willing so to do may celebrate their Sabbaths, 
and perform their holy offices, according to the Jewish laws ; 
and may make their proseuchse at the seaside, according to the 
customs of their forefathers ; and if any one, whether he be a 
magistrate or private person, hindereth them from so doing, he 
shall be liable to a fine, to be appli^ to the uses of the city." 

24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree was made by 
the senate and people, upon the representation of the pretors: 
^' Whereas those Jews who are our feIlow*citizens and live with 
us in this city, have ever had great benefits heaped upon them 
by the people, and have come now into the senate, and desired 
of the people, that upon the restitution of their law, and their 
liberty, by the senate and people of Rome, they may assemble 
together according to their ancient legal custom ; and that we 

*■ We have here a most remarkable and authentic attestation of the citizens 
of Per^amiu, that Abraham was the father of all the Hebrews; that their own 
ancestors were, in Uie oldest times, the friends of those Hebrews t and that the 
public acts of their city, then extant, confirmed the same; which evidence is too 
strong to be evaded by our present ignorance of the particular occasion of snch i 
ancient friendship and alliance between those people. See the like full evi- 
dence of the kindred of the Lacedemonians and the Jews; and that becaose | 
they were both the posterity of Abraham, by a public epistle of these people to < 
the Jews, preserved in the first book of the Maccabees, xii. 19 — 83, and thence I 
by Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. ch. iv. sect. 10; both which authentic records are | 
highly valuable* It is atoo well worthy of observation, what Moses Chorenen* 
sip, the principal Arinenian historian, informs us of, p. 8S, that Arsaces, who 
raised tbe Parthian Empire, was of tbe seed of Abraham by Keturah; and that 
thereby was accomplished that prediction which said, kings of nations shall pro' 
tsedfrom thee. Gen. xvii. 0. 
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«41l not bjttiig any suit agaioiyt them about it ; and that a place 
may bf given thom where they may have their coagiBgations, 
with tbeir wives and children, and may effer, as did their fore- 
fathers, then* prayers and sacrifices to God: now the senate awl 
people ha^ decreed to permit them to assemble together on 
the days formerly appointed, and to act according to tbeir own 
laws; and that such a place be set apart for them by the pre- 
tors for the building and inhabiting the same, as they shall esteem 
fit for that purpose ; and that those that take care of the provi* 
sioms for the cky shall take care riiat such sorts of food as they 
esteem fit for their eating, may be imported into the eity.^ 

25. The decree of tl^ Ephesians. When Menophilus was 
prytanis, on the first day of the month Ariemi9iuSy this decree 
was made by the people : ** Nicanor, the son of Eupliemus, pror 
nounced it, upon the representation of the pretors. Since the 
Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned Marcus Julius Pom^ 
pejus, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, that they may be al- 
lowed to observe their Sabbaths, and to act in all things accord- 
ing to the customs of their forefathers, without impediment from 
any body, thfe pretor hatk granted their petition. Accordingly 
It was decreed, by the senate and people, that in this affair that 
concerned the Romans, no one of them should be hindered from 
keeping the Sabbath day, nor be fined for so doing, but that 
they be allowed to do all things according to their own laws." 

20. Now there are many such decrees * of the senate and 
imperators of the Romans, and those different from those before 
us, which have been made in favour of Hyrcanus, and of our 
nation ; as also, there have been more d^cr^es of the cities, and 
rescripts of the pretors, to such epistles as concernied our rights 
and privileges : and certainly such as are not ill disposed to what 
we write^ may believe that they are all to this purpose, and that 
by the specimens which we have inserted;^ for si|ice we hav^ 
produced evident marks, that may still be seen, of the friend- 
ship we have had with the Roms^ns, and demonstrated th^^t those 
marks are engraven upon columns and tables of brass in the 
capitol, that are still in being, and preserved to thi^ day, we hav^ 
omitted to set them all down, as needless and disagreeable ; for 
I cannot suppose any one so perverse as not to believe the 
friendship we have had with the Romans^ while they have de- 

* If we compare JosephiHs's promise in sect. 1, to protluce all the poblic de- 
crees of the Romani in favour of the Jews with bis excuse here fbr omitting 
iiMiij^ of them, we may observe, that when he came to trancribe aU those de* 
crees be bad collcetcd^ be Cbuad thep so Bumeroas that he thought he shoaldtoQ 
much fire his readers ir he had attempted it, which he thought a sufficient apology 
lor ]m omittiflf the rest of then; yet do tkom by tom pr^ueed afford such a 
^trqag co^ftrmaiion to bib history, «u»d give sach great light to even the Roman 
anti^tvities ^henwelves, that I believe the cariouf are aot a little soiry for such 
his omissioos. 

t2 
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monstrated the same by such a great number of their decrees 
relating to us ; nor will they dottbt of our fidelity as to the rest 
of those decrees, since we have showed the same in those we 
have produced. And thus have we sufficiently explained that 
friendship and confederacy we at those times had with the 
Romans* 



CHAR XL 

How Marcus* mcceeded Sextvs txhen he had been slain by Bas- 

sus*s Treachery ; and how, after the Death of Casar^ Cassitts 
' came into Syrta, and distressed Judea ; as a/so, how Malichus 
slew Antipater, and was himself slain by Herod. 

§ 1. Now it so fell out, that about this very time the affairs of 
Syria were in great disorder, and this on the occasion following : 
Cecilius Bassus, one of Porapey's party, laid a treacherous de- 
sign against Sextus Caesar, and slew him, and then took his 
army, and got the management of public affairs into his own 
hand ; so there arose a great war about Apamia, while Cssar's 
generals came against him with an army of horsemen and foot- 
men : to these Antipater also sent succours, and his sons with 
theri), as calling to mind the kindnesses they had received from 
Caesar, and on that account he thought it but just to require 
punishment for him, and to take vengeance on the man that had 
murdered him. And as the war was drawn out into a great 
length, Marcus came from Rome to take Sextus's government 
upon him, but Caesar was slain by Cassius and Brutus in the 
senate-house, after he had retained the government three years 
and six months. This fact, however, is related elsewhere. 

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Csesar was now 
begun, and the principal men were all gone, some one way and 
some another, to raise armies, Cassius came from Rome into 
Syria, in order to receive the [army that lay in the] camp at 
Apamia: and having raised the sie^e, he brought over both 
Bassus and Marcus to his party. He then went over the cities, 
and got together weapons and soldiers, and laid great taxes upon 
those cities ; and he chiefly oppressed Judea, and exacted of it 
seven hundred talents : but Antipater, when he saw the state to 
be in so great consternation arid disorder, he divided the collec- 
tion of that sum, and appointed his two sons to gather it, and 
so that part of it was to be exacted by Malichus, who was ill- 
disposed to him, and part by others. And because Herod did 
exact what was required of him from Galilee before others, he 

* For Marcns, the pmident of Syria, seot as raccessor to Sextos Ciesar, the 
Roman historians require os to read Mureu$ in Josepbns, and this perpetually^ 
both in these Antiquities, and in the history of the WBr,a8 the learned generally 
agree. 
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was in the greatest favour with Cassius: for he thought it a part 
of prudence to cultivate a friendship with the Romans^ and ta 
gain their good-will at the expense of others ; whereas the cu-- 
rators of the other cities, with their citizens, were sold for slaves ;f 
and Cassius reduced four cities into a state of slavery, the two 
most potent of which were Gophna and Emmaus; and, besides 
these, Lydda and Thamna. Nay, Cassius was so very angry at 
Malichus that he. had killed him (for he assaulted him), had 
not Hyrcanus, by the means of An ti pater, sent him a hundred 
talents of his own, and thereby pacified his anger against hifn. 

3. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, Malichus laid 
snares for Antipater, as thinking that his death would be the' 
preservation of Hyrcanus's government : but his design was 
not unknown to Antipater, which, when he perceived, he retired 
beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of Arabs, and 
partly of his own countrymen. However Malichus, being one 
of great cunning, denied that he had laid any snares for him, and 
made his defence with an oath, both to himself and his sons;- 
and said, that while Phasaelus had a garrison in Jerusalem, and 
Herod had the weapons of war in custody, he could never have 
a thought of any "such thing. So Antipater, perceiving the dis- 
tress that Malichus was in, was reconciled to him, and made an 
agreement with him: this was when Marcus was president of 
Syria ; who yet perceiving that this Malichus was making a dis- 
turbance in Judea, proceeded so far that he had almost killed 
him, but still, at the intercession of Antipater, he saved him. 

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saving Malichus 
he had saved his own murderer ; for now Cassius and Marcus 
had got together an army, and intrusted the entire care of it with 
Herod, and made him general of the forces of Celesyria, and 
gave him a fleet of ships, and an army of horsemen and foot- 
men : and. promised him,, that after the war was over, they 
would make him king of Judea, for a war wis already begun 
between Antony and the younger Caesar: but as Malichus was 
most afraid of Antipater, he took him out of the way ; and, by 
the oflFer of money, persuaded the butler of Hyrcanus, with 
whom they were both to feast, to kill him by poison. This bei^ 
done, and he having armed men with him, settled the affairs of 
the city. But when Antipater's sons, Herod and Phasaelus^ 
were acquainted with this conspiracy against their father, and 
had indignation at it, Malichus denied all, and utterly renounced 
any knowledge of the murder. And thus died Antipater, a man 
that had distinguished himself- for piety and justice, and love to 
his country. And whereas one of his sons, Herod, resolved 
immediately to revenge their father's death, and was coining 
upon Malichus with an army for that purpose, the elder of his 
sons, Phasaelus, thought it best rather to get this man into their 
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hands by policy^ lest they should appear to begin a civil war in 
the country; so he accepted of Malichus's defenrce for hhnseify 
and pretended to believe him that he had had no hand in the 
violent death of Antipater his father, but erected a fine tnon«H 
ment for him. Herod also went to Samaria; and when he 
found them in great distress^ he revived their spirits, and com-' 
posed their differences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the approach of 
a festival^ came with his soldiers into the city, whereupon Ma*' 
lichus was affrighted, and persuaded Hyrcanus not to per^uit him ' 
to come into the city. Hyrcanus complied ; and, for a pretence 
of excluding him, alleged that a rout of strangers ou^t not to 
be admitted, while the multitude were purifying themselves. 
But Herod bad little regard to the messengers that were sent to 
him,.ai^d entered the city in the night time, and affrighted Ma>- 
lichus ; yet did he remit nothing of his former dissimcilation, but 
wept for Antipater, and bewailed him as a friend of bis with a 
loud voice : but Herod and his friends thought it proper, not 
openly to contradict Malichus's hypocrisy, but to give him to-' 
kens of mutual friendship, in order to prevent his suspicion of 
them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed him of the 
murder of his father ; who, knowing what sort of man Malichus 
was as to his morals, sent him back word diat he should revenge 
his father's death ; and also sent privately to the commanders ef 
his army at Tyre, with orders to assist Herod in the execution 
of a very just design of his. Now when Cassius had taken Lao- 
dicea, they ajl went together to him, and carried him garlands 
and money: and Herod thought that Malichus might be punished 
while he was there; but he was somewhat apprehensive of the 
thing, and designed to make some great ttttempt; and because 
his son was then an hostage at Tyre, he went to that city, and 
resolved to steal him away privately, aad to march thence into 
Judea : and as Cassius was in haste to march against Antony, 
he thought to bring the country to revolt, mid to procure tftie 
government for himself. But Providence opposed liis counsels; 
and Herod being a shrewd man, and perceivwg what his inteiH 
lion was, be sent thither beforehand a servant; in appearance 
indeed to get a supper ready^ for he had said before^ that he 
would feast the«i all there ; but in reality to the oommandens of 
the ^my, whom he persuaikil to go out against Malichus with 
their da^ers» So Ihey went out and met the man near the city, 
upon the seashore, and stabbed him. Whereupon Hyrcanus 
was fio astonished at what had happened, that fais speech failed 
him : and when, after some difficulty^ he had rac9f ered btmseit, 
he asked Herod what the master couM be, and who it was that 
slew Malichus ; and when lie said that it was done by the com** 
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mhnd of Cassius, be cooatneoded thenctipn: for that Malichu^ 
was n very wicked man, and one that cpnspired against his owo 
country. And this was the punishment that was inflicted oq 
Malichus for what he wickedly did to Antipater. 

7. But when Cassias was marched out of Syria, disturbances 
arose in Judea: for Felix« who was left at Jerusalem with an 
army, made a sudden attempt against Phasaelus, and the people 
themselves rose in arms; but Herod went to Fabius, the prefect 
of Damascus, and was desirous to run to his brother's assistance^ 
but was hindered by a distemper that seized upon him, till Pha- 
saelus by himself had been too hard for Felix, and had shut him 
up in the tower^ and there, on certain qonditions, dismissed him. 
Phasaelus also complained of Hyrcanus, that although he had 
received a great many benefits from them, yet did he support their 
enemies: for Malichus's brother had made many places to revolt, 
and kept garrisons in them, and particularly Massada, the strong- 
est fortress of them all. In the mean time, Herod was recovered 
of his disease, and came and took from Felix all the places h^ 
bad gotten ; and, upon certain conditions, dismissed him also. 



CHAP. XII.^ 

Herod ejects jintisonus, the Son of AristobuluSy out of Judea^ 
and gains the Friendship of Antony ^ tpho was now come into 
SyriOf by sending him much Money : on which Account he 
voould not admit of those that would have accused Herod : 
and what it was that Antony wrote to the Tyrians in Behalf 
of the Jews. 

^ 1. Now* Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, brought back into 
Judea Antigonus,.the son of Aristobulus, who had already raised 
an army, and had, by money, made Fabius to be his friend, and 
this because be was of kin to him. Marion also gave him as«' 
aistance. He bad been left by Cassius to tyrannize over Tyre : 
for this Cassius was a man that seized on Syria, aud then kept 
It under, in the way of a tyraut. Marion also marched into Gali^ 
lee, which lay in his neighbourhood, and took three of its for- 
tresses, and put garrisons into them to keep them. But when 
Herod came, he took all from him : but the Tyrian garrison he 

• In this and the foUowing chapters, Ihe reader will easily remark bow tValy ' 
GroDOvius observes, in his notes on the Roman decrees in favour of the Jews, that 
their rights and privileges were commonly purchased of the* Romans with money. 
Many examples of this sort, both as to the Romans and others in antbority, will 
occur in our Josephns, both now and hereafter, and need not to be taken parti- 
cular notice of on the several occasions in these notes. Accordingly the chief 
captain confesses to St. Paul, that with a great sum he had obtained kU freedom^ 
Acts, zxii. 28, as bad St. Paul's ancestors, very probably ,{»Drcha8ed the Jikefree- 
idom for their family by money, as the same author Justly concludes also. 
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dismissed in a very civil manner ; nay, to some of the soldiers be 
made presents, out of the good- will he bare to that city. When 
he had dispatched these affairs, and was gone to meet Autigonus, 
he joined battle with him, and beat him, and drove him out of 
Judea presently, when he was just come into its borders. But 
when he was come to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people put 
garlands about his head ; for he had already contracted an affinity 
with the family of Hyrcanus by having espoused a descendant of 
his^ and for that reason Herod took the greater' care of him, as 
being to marry the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobu- , 
Jus, and the grand'-daughter of Hyrcanus ; by which wife he be- 
came the father of three male and two female children. He had 
also married before this another wife, out of a lower family of 
his own nation, whose name was Doris ; by whom he had his 
eldest son Antipater. 

' 2. Now Antonius and Csesar had beaten Cassius near Philip- 
pi, as others have related ; but after the victory, Caesar went into 
Gaul [Italy], and Antony marched for Asia, who when he was 
arrived at Bithynia, he had ambassadors that met him from all 
parts* The principal men also of the Jews came thither, to ac- 
cuse Pfaasaelus and Herod, and they said that Hyrcanus had 
indeed the appearance of reigning, but that these men had all the 
power; but Antony paid great respect to Herod, who was come 
to him to make his defence against his accusers, on which accouht 
iiis adversaries could not so much as obtain a hearing; which 
favour Herod had gained of Antony by money. But still, when 
Antony was come to Ephesus, Hyrcanus the higlr priest, and our 
nation, sent an embassage to him, which carried a crown of gold 
with them, and desired that he would write to the governors of 
ihe provinces, to set those Jews free who had been carried cap- 
tive by Cassius, and this without their having fought against him ; 
and to restore them to that country which/ in the days of Cas- 
«ius, had bejeq taken from them. Antony thought the Jews* de- 
sires were just, and wrote immediately to Hyrcanus, and to the 
Jews. He ako sent, at the same time, a decree to the Tyrians ; 
the contents of which were to the same purpose. 

3, ^* Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the high priest 
and ethnarch of the Jews, sendeth greeting : If you be in health, 
it is wjell I I am also in health, with the army. Lysimachus, 
the son of Pausanius, and Josephus, the son of Meuneus, and 
Alexander, the sop of Theodorus, your ambassadors, met me at 
Ephesus, apd hav£ renewed that embassage which they had for> 
merly been upon at Rome ; and have diligently acquitted them- 
jselves of the present embassage, which thou and thy nation have 
intrusted to tlusm; and have fully declared the good will thou^ 
hast for us. I am therefore satisfied, both by your actions and 
your \^'ords, that you are well disposed to us ; and I understand 
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that your conduct of life is constant and religious ; so I reckon 
upon you as our own ; but when those that were adversaries 
to you, and to the Roman people, and abstained neither from 
cities nor temples, and did not observe the agreement they had 
confirmed by oath, it was not only on account of our contest 
with them, but on account of all mankind ia common, that we 
have taken vengeance on those who have been the authors of 
great injustice towards men^ and of great wickedness towards the 
gods ; for the sake of which we suppose it was that the sun 
turned away its light from us^, as unwilling to view the horrid 
crime they were guilty of in the case of Caesar. We have also 
overcome their conspiracies, which threatened the gods them- 
selves; which Macedonia received, as it is a climate peculiarly 
proper for impious and insolent attempts ; and we have oVer- 
coine that confused rout of men, half mad with spite against us, 
which they got together at Philippi, in Macedonia, when they 
seized on the places that were proper for their purpose, and, as 
it were, walled them round with mountains to the very sea, and 
where the passage was open only through a single gate. This 
victory we gained, because the gods had condemned these men 
for their wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when he had fled 
as far as Philippi, was shut up by us, and became a partaker 
of the same perdition with Cassius; and now these have re- 
ceived their punishment, we suppose that we may enjoy peace 
for the time to come, and that Asia may be at rest from war: 
We therefore make that peace which God hath given us common 
to our confederates also ; insomuch that the body of Asia is now 
recovered out of that . distemper it was under by the means of 
our victory. I therefore, bearing in mind both thee and your 
nation, shall take care of what may be for your advantage. I have 
also sent epistles in writing to the several cities, that tf any per- 
sons, whether freemen. or bondmen, have been sold under the 
spear by Caius Cassius, or his subordinate officers, they may be 
set free. And I will that you kindly make use of the favours 
which I and Dolabella have granted you. I also forbid the Ty* 
rians to use any violence with you ; and for what places of the 
Jews they now possess, I order them to restore them. 1 have 
withal accepted of the crown which thou sentest me." 

4; ^^ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, senate, 
and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : The ambassadors of Hyr- 
canus, the high priest and ethnarch [of the Jews], appeared be- 
fore me at £phesus, and told me, that you are in possession of 
part of their country, which you entered upon under the govern- 
ment of our adversaries. Since, therefore, we have undertaken 

* This clause plamly. alludes to that well known but unusual and very long 
darkness of the sun, which happened upon the muvder of Julius Caesar by Brutus 
and Cassius; which is taken grei^t notice of by Yirgil, Pliny, and other Romap 
authors. Sec Virgil's Georgics, Book i, just before the end 5 and Pliny's |fat. 
Hist. B. it. cb* XIX. - 
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a war tor the obtainiog the governineaty and have taken care to 
do what was agreeable to piety and justice, and have brought to 
punishment those that had neither any remembrance of the kind-* 
nesses they had received, nor have kept their oaths, I will that 
you be at peace with those that are our confederates ; as also^ 
that what you have taken by the means of our adversaries shall 
not be reckoned your own, but be returned to those from whoni 
you took them, for none of them took their provinces or their 
armies by the gift of the senate ; but they seized them by force^ 
and bestowed them by violence upon such as became useful to 
them in their unjust proceedings. Since, therefore^ those men 
have received the punishment due to them, we desire that our 
confederates may retain whatsoever it was that they formerly 
possessecf without disturbance; and that you restore all the places 
which belonged to Hyrcanus the etbBarch of the Jews, which 
you have had, though it were but one day before Caius Cas»us 
began an unjustifiable war against us ; and entered into our pro- 
vince ; nor do you use any force against him, in order to weak^i 
bim, that he may not be able to dispose of that which is his own; 
but if you have any contest with him about your respective rights, 
it shall be lawful for you to plead your cause when we come upon 
the places concerned; for we shall alike preserve the rigfats,|^and 
hear all the causes of our confederates." 

5. ^^ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, senate^ 
and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : I have sent you my decree, 
of which I will that ye take care that it be engraven on the pub- 
lic tables, in Roman and Greek letters, and that it stand engra«- 
ven in the most illustrious places, that it may be read by alL" 
Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the triumvirate over the 
pubiic aifairs, made this declaration: '' Since Caius Cassius, ia 
this revolt he bath made, hath pillaged that province which be^ 
longed not to him, and w^s held by garrisons there encamped, 
whOe they were onr confederates, and hath spoiled that natioo of 
the Jews that was in friendship with the Roman people, as in 
war ; and sinCe we have overcome his madness by arms, we now 
correct by our decrees and judicial determinations what be bath 
laid waste, that those things may be restored to our confederatea. 
And as for what hath been sold of the Jewish possessions, whe- 
ther they be bodies or possessions, let them be released; the 
bodies into that state of freedom they were originally in, and the 
possessions to their former owners. I also will, that he who shaU 
not comply with this decree of mine shall be punished for his 
disobedience; and if such a one be caught, I will take care that 
the offender suffer condign punishment.^' 

6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonians, and the 
Antiochians, and the Aradians. We have produced these de^ 
crees, therefore, as marks for futurity of the truth of what we have 
said^ that the Romans had a great concern about onr nation. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

How Antony made Herod and Phasaelus Tetrarchs, ajier they 
had been accused to no Purpose: and how the Parthiansy 
when they brought Antigonus into Judea^ took Hyrcanus and 
Phasaelus Captives. Herod*s Flight ; and what Afflictions 
Hyrcanus and Phasaelus endured. 

§ 1. When after this Aatoay came into Syria, Cleopatra met 
fiim in Cilicia, and brought him to fall in love with her. And 
there caoie now ako a hundred of the moat poteot of the Jewa 
to accuse H«rod and those about him, and set the men of the 
greatest eloquence among them to speak. But Messaia contra- 
dicted them, on behalf of the young men; and all tliis in the. 
presence of Hyrcimus, who was Herod's fetker-in-law already *• 
When Antony had beard both sides at Daphne, he asked Hyr- 
canus who they were that governed the nation best? He replied,, 
Herod and his friends. Hereupon Antony, by reason of the 
old hospitable friendship he had made with his father [ Antipater]» 
at that time when he u^ with Gabinius, be made both Herod 
and Phasaelus tetrarchs, and committed the public affairs of the 
Jews to them, and wrote letters to that purpose. He also bound 
fifteen of their adversaries, and was going to kill them^ but that 
Herod obtained their pardon. 

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when they were come 
back, but a thousand of the Jews came to Tyre to meet him there, 
whither the report was that he would come. But Antony was 
corrupted by the money which Herod and his brother had given 
him ; and so he gave cirders to the governor of the place to 
punish the Jewish ambassadors, who wer^ for making innovations, 
and to settle the government upon Herod : but Herod went out 
hastily to them, and Hyrcanus was with him (for they stood upom 
the shore before the city); and he charged them to go their ways, 
because great mischief would befall them if they went on with 
their accusation. But they did not acquiesce: whereupon the 
Romans ran upon them with their daggers, and slew some, and 
wouoded more of them ; and the rest lied away, and went home, 
and lay still in great consternation : md when the people made 
a clamour against Herod, Antony was so provoked at it that he 
slew the prisonera. 

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king ofParthia'ssoa, 
and Bar2apharnes,acoaainanderof the Parthiads, possessed them* 
selves of Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, was also now dead, 

* We may here lake Hotice. that ttpomuU aloDe w«re of eUl esteemed a iiif&* 
oient fouDdatioo for affinitjf^ Hyrca,nui being here called father-in-law to Herod, 
because his ij^rand -daughter Marlamne was betrothed to li'mi, a1thou|^h the mar* 
rwdge irere '«ot eempleled (til fowr yean -of terwanl. See Matt i. IS. 
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and Lysanius his son took his government, and made a league of 
friendship with Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus ; and in order 
to obtain it, made use of that commander, who had great interest 
in him. Now Antigonus had promised to give the Paithians a 
thousand talents, and five hundred women, upon condition they 
would take the government away from Hyrcanus, and bestow it 
upon him, and withal kill Herod. And although he did not give 
them what he had promised, yet did the Parthians make an ex- 
pedition into Judea on that account, and carried Antigonus with 
them. Pacorus went along the maritime parts, but'the comman- 
der Barzaphames through the midland. Now the Tyrians ex- 
cluded Pacorus, but the Sidonians and those of Ptolemais re- 
ceived him. However, Pacorus sent a troop of horsemen into 
Judea, to take a view of the state of the country, and to assist 
Antigonus ; and sent also the king's butler, of the same name with 
himself. So when the Jews that dwelt about Mount Carmel 
came to Antigonus, and were ready to march with him into Judea, 
Antigonus hoped to get some part of the country by their assist- 
ance. The place is called Drymi ; and when some others came 
and met them, the men privately fell upon Jerusalem ; and when 
some more were come to them, they got together in great num- 
bers, and came against the king's palace, and besieged it. But 
as Phasaelus's and Herod's party came to the other's assistance, 
and a battle happened between them in the market-place, the 
young men beat their enemies, and pursued them into the tem- 
ple, and sent some armed men into the adjoining houses, to keep 
them in ; who yet being destitute of such as should support them,^ 
were burnt, and the houses with them, by the people who rose 
up against them. But Herod was revenged on these seditious 
adversaries of his a little afterward for this injury they had offered 
him, when he fought with them, and slew a great number of 
them. 

4. But while there were daily skirmishes, the enemy waited for 
the coming of the multitude out of the country to Pentecost, a 
feast of ours so called : and when that day was come, many ten 
thousands of the people were gathered together about the tem- 
ple, some in armour, and some without. Now those that came 
guarded both the temple and the city, excepting what belonged 
to the palace, which Herod guarded with a few of his soldiers; 
and Phasaelus had the charge of the wall, while Herod, with a 
body of his men, sallied out upon the enemy, who lay in the 
suburbs, and fought courageously, and put many ten thousands* 
to flight; some flying into the city, and some into the temple, 
and some into the outer fortifications; for some such fortifications 
there were in that place. Phasaelus came also to his assistance ; 
yet was Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at the desire of 
Antigonus, admitted into the city, with a few of his horsemen, 
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under pretence indeed as if be would still the sedition, but in 
reality to assist Antigonus in obtaining the government. And 
when Phasaelus met him, and received him kindly, Pacorus per- 
suaded him to go himself as ambassador to Barzapharnes, which 
was done fraudulently. Accordingly Phasaelus, suspecting no 
harm, complied with his proposal ; .while Herod did not give his 
consent to what was done, because of the perfidiqusness of these 
barbarians, but desired Phasaelus rather to fight those that were 
come into the city. 

5. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on the embassage; 
but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horsemen, and ten 
men, who were called the Freemen^ and conducted the others on 
their journey ; and when they were in Galilee, the governors of 
the cities there met them in their arms. Barzapharnes also re- 
ceived them at the first with cheerfulness, and made them pre- 
sents, though he afterward conspired against them ; and Phasae- 
lus, with his horsemen, were conducted to the seaside : but when 
they heard that Antigonus had promised to give the Parthians 
a thousand talents^ and five hundred women, to assist him against 
them, they soon had a suspicion of the barbarians. Moreover, 
there was one who informed them that snares were laid for them 
by night, while a guard came about them secretly, and they bad 
then been seized upon, had not they waited for the seizure of 
Herod by the Parthians that were about Jerusalem, lest, upon 
the slaughter of Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, he should have an in- 
timation of it, and escape out of their hands. And these were 
the circumstances they were now in ; and they saw who they were 
that guarded them. Some persons indeed would have persua.ded 
Phasaelus to fly away immediately on horseback, and not stay 
any longer ; and there was one Ophellius who, above all the rest, 
was earnest with him to do so ; for he had heard of this treachery 
from Saramalla, the richest of all the Syrians at that time, who 
also promised to provide him ships to carry him off; for the sea 
was just by them : but he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus, nor 
bring his brother into danger; but he went to Barzapharnes, and 
told him he did not act justly when he made such a contrivance 
aig^inst them, for that if he wanted money, he would give him 
more than Antigonus ; and besides, that it was a horrible thing 
to slay those that came to him upon the security of their oaths, 
and that when they had done them no injury. But the barba- 
rians swore to him, that there was no truth in any of hia suspir 
cions, but that he was troubled with nothing but false supposals, 
and then went away to Pacorus. 

6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men came and 
bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatly re*- 
proached the Parthians for their peijury. However, that butler 
who was sent, against. Herod, bad it in command to get him. 
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without die wftlls of the city, md seize apoD him : but neaseii- 
gets had been seol by PhiMeliis to iaforin Herod of die peifi* 
dionsiiess of the Parthians : and wheo he koew that the enemy 
had sebed upon them, he went to Pacorus^ and to the most po* 
tent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the rest, who, althoagh 
they knew Uie whole matter, dissembled with him in a deceitfiil 
way ; and said, *^ That he ought to go out with them before the 
walls, and meet those which were bringing him his letters : fos 
that they were not taken by his adversaries, but were coaaing to 
give him an account of the good success Phasaelus had had." 
Herod did not give credit to what they said ; for he had heard 
that his brother was seiawd upon by others also : and the daugh* 
ter of Hyrcanus, whose daughter he had espoused, was his 
monitor also [not to credit them], which made him sdll more 
suspicious of the Parthians; for although other people did not 
gif e heed to her, yet did he believe her as a woman of very 
grent wisdom. 

7. Now while the Parthians were in consnltaUon what was fit 
to be done, for they did not think it proper to make an open 
attempt upon a person of his character; and while th^ put off 
the determination to the next day, Herod was under great dsB« 
turbance of mind, and rather inclining to believe the reports he 
heard about his tn-other and the PartUans, than to ^ve heed to 
what was said on the other side, he determined, that when the 
evening came on, he would make use of it for his flighty and not 
make any longer delay, as if the dangers from the eneaqr were 
not yet certain. He therefore removed with dse armed men 
whom he had with him; and set his wives upon the beasts, as also 
his mother and sister, and her whom he was about to marry 
[Mariamne], the daughter of Alexander, the son of Ari^ofaukts, 
with her mother, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest 
brother, and all their servsmts, and the rest of the mnltitude that 
was with him ; and withoiU the enam/s privity pursued his way 
to Idumea ; nor could any enemy of his who tlim saw him in this 
case, be so hard hearted, but would hafve oommiasnited his fofv 
taoe; while the women drew along their ioliEint children, and left 
their own country, and their fiiends in prison, with tears iii dieir 
eyes, and sad lamentatioas, nnd in ezpectiltion of nothing but 
what was of a melancholy nature. 

8. But far Herod himself, he raised his mind above die ou- 
«erable state ha was in^ and was of good courage in die aoidst 
4!>f his misfoitnnss; aoad, aa he passed abng, he bid them every 
one to be of good cheer, and n^ to give themselves up to wor- 
row, because that would hinder them in their ft^t, which was 
now the only hope of safe^ that they bad. Accordingly they 
tried to bear with patience the oalamtty they were under, as he 
exhorted them to fio; yet was he once alinoat going to kill himr- 
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self, upon the overthrow of a waggon, and the dunger his 
mother was then in of being killed ; and this on two accounts, 
because of his great concern for her^ and because he was afraid 
lest, by this delay, the enemy should overtake him in the pur- 
suit; but as he was drawing his sword, and going to kill himself 
therewith, those that were present restrained him ; and being so 
many in number, were too hard for him, and told him, that he 
ought not to desert them, and leave them a prey to their enemies, 
for that it was not the ptivt of a brave man to free himself from 
the distresses he was in, and to overlook his friends that were ia 
the same distresses also. So he was compelled to let that horrid 
attempt alone, partly out of shame at what they said to him, and 
partly out of regard to the^reat number of those that would not 
permit him to do what he intended. So he encouraged his mo- 
ther, and took all the care of her the time would allow, and pro* 
Ceeded on the way he proposed to go with the utmost haste ; and 
that was to the fortress of Massada. And as he had many skir- 
mishes with such of the Parthians as attacked him, and pursued 
him, he was conqueror in them all. 

9- Nor indeed was he free from the Jews all along as he was 
in his flight: for by the time he was gotten sixty furlongs. out of 
the city, and was npon the road, they fell upon him, and fought 
hand to hand with him ; whom he also put to flight, and over- 
came, not like one that was in distress and in necessity, but like 
one that was excellently prepared for war, and had what he 
wanted in great plenty. And in this very place where he now 
overcame the Jews it was that he some time afterward built a 
most excellent palace, and a city round about it, and called it 
Herodium. And when he was come to Idumea, at a place 
called ThressOf his brother Joseph met him; and be then held 
a council to take advice about all his affairs, and what was fit 
to be done in his circumstances; since he had a great multitude 
that followed him, besides his mercenary soldiers, and the place 
Massada, whither he proposed to fly, was too 'small to contain 
so great a multitude : so he sent away the greater part of his 
company, being above nine thousand, and bid them go, some 
one way, and some another, and to save themselves in Idumea; 
and gave them what would buy them provisions in their jour- 
ney ; but he took with him those that were least encumbered, 
and were most intimate with him, and came to the fortress, and 
placed there his wives and his followers, being eight hundred in 
number, there being in the place a sufficient quantity of com 
and water, and other necessaries, and went directly for Petra in 
Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians plundered all 
Jerusalem, and the palace, and abstained from nothing but 
]tlyrcanus's money, which was three hundred talents. A great 
deal of Herod^s money escaped, and principally all that the 
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man had been so provident as to send into Idnmea beforehand : 
nor indeed did what was in the cky suffice the Partfaians; bat 
they went out into the country, and plundered it, and demo- 
lished the city Marissa. 

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into Judea^ by the 
king of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Phasaelus for 
his prisoners ; but be was greatly cast down because the women 
had escaped, whom he intended to have given the enemy^ as 
having promised they should have them, with the money, for 
their reward : but being afraid that Hyrcanus, who was under 
the guard of the Parthians, might have his kingdom restored to 
him by the multitude, he cut off his ears, and thereby took care 
that the high priesthood should never come to him any more, 
because he was maimed; while the law'* renuired that this 
dignity should belong to none but such as had all their members 
entire. But now one cannot but here admire the fortitude of 
Phasaelus, who, perceiving that he was to be put to death, did 
not think death any terrible thing at all ; but to die thus by the 
means of his enemy, this he thought a most pitiable and dis- 
honourable thing ; and therefore since he bad not his hands at 
liberty, but the bonds he was in prevented him from killing him- 
self thereby, he dashed his head against a great stone, and there- 
by took away his own life, which he thought to be the best thing 
be could do in such a distress as he was in, and thereby put it 
out of the power of the enemy to bring him to any death be 
pleased. It is also reported, that when he had made a great 
wound in his head, Antigonus sent physicians to him, in order 
to cure it, and by ordering them to infuse poison into the wound 
killed him. However Phasaelus hearing, before he was quite 
dead, by a certain woman, that his brother Herod had escaped 
the enemy, underwent his death cheerfully, since he now left 
behind him one who would revenge his death, and who was able 
to inflict punishment on his enemies* 



CHAP. XIV. 

How Herod got army from the King of Arabia, and made haste 
to go into Egypt, and thence went in haste also to Rome ; and 
how, by momising a great deal of Money to Antony , he ob- 
tained of the Senate, and of Casqr, to be made King of the 
Jews. 

I 1« As for Herod, the great miseries he was in did not dis- 
courage him, but made him sharp in discovering surprising un- 
dertakings; for he went to Malcbus, king of AraUa, whom he 

• This law of Moses, that the priests were to be without blemish, as to all the 
parts 4>f their bodies, is in Lev. xxi. XT— 24. - 
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bad formerly been very kind to, in order to receive sotneMiiat by 
way of requital, now he was Sn more than ordinai7 want of it, 
and desired he would let him have some money, either by way 
of loan, or as his free gift, on account of the many benefits he 
had received from him; for not knowing what was become of 
his brother, he was in haste to redeem him out of the hand of 
his enemies, as willing to give three hundred talents for the 
price of his redemption. Ue also took with him the son of 
Phasaelus, who was a child of but seven years of age, ibr this 
very reason, that he might be an hostage for the repayment of 
the money : but there came messengers from Malchus to meet 
him, by whom he was desired to be gone, for that the Parthians 
bad laid a charge upon him not to entertain Herod. This was 
only a pretence^ which he made use of that he might not be 
obliged to repay him what he owed him; and this he was far- 
ther induced to by the principal men among the Arabians, that 
they might cheat him of what sums they had received from [his 
father] Antipater, and which he had committed to their tidelity. 
He made answer, that he did not intend to be troublesome to 
them by his coming thither, but that he desired only to discourse 
with them about certain affairs that were to him of the greatest 
importance. 

2.> Hereupon he resolved to go away, and did go very pru- 
dently the road to Egypt ; and then it was that he lodged in a 
certain temple, for he had left a great many of his followers there. 
On the next day he came to lihinocolura ; and there it was that 
he heard what was befallen his brother. Though Malchus soon 
repented of what he had done, and came running after Herod, 
but with no manner of success, for he. was gotten a very great 
way off, and made haste into the road to Peiusium ; and when 
the stationary ships that lay there hindered him from sailing to 
Alexandria, he went to their captains ; by whose assistance, and 
that out of much reverence of, and great regard to. him, he was 
conducted into the city [Alexandria], and was retained there by 
Cleopatra ; yet was she not able to prevail with him to stay 
there, because he was making haste to Rome, even though the 
weather was stormy, and he was informed that the affairs of 
Italy were very tumultuous, and in great disorder. 

3. So he set sail from thence for Pamphylia, and falling into 
a violent storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes, with 
the loss of the ship's burden ; and there it was that two of his 
friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus, met with him : and as he found 
that city very much damaged in the war against Cassius, though 
he were in necessity himself, he neglected qot to do it a kind- 
ness, but did what he could to recover it to its former state. 
He ^so built there a three-decked ship, and set sail thence, 
with his friends, for Italy, and came to the port of Brundusium; 

VOL. 11. i^ 
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and when he was come fron dience to Rome, he first rdaled to 
Antony what had befallen him in 5iidea, and how Phasaelos his 
brother was seiaed on by the Paithians, and pot U> denh by 
them, and how Hyrcanus was detained captive by them, and 
how they had made Antigonus king, who had promised diem a 
sam of money, no less than a thousand talents, wkh five hnndred 
women, who were to be of the principal fiimilies, and of die 
Jewish stock, and that he had carried off die women by nif^t. 
Mid that, by undergoing a great many hardships, he had escaped 
the hands of his enemies ; as also, that his own relations were 
in danger of being besieged and taken, and diat he had sailed 
dirongh a storm, and contemned all these terrible dangers of it, 
in Orvler to come, as soon as possible, to him, who was his hope 
and only succour at this time. 

4. This account made Antony commiserate the change that 
had happened in Herod -s condition* ; and reasoning with faun* 
self diat this was a common case among those that are placed 
in such great dignities, and that they are liable to the mutaticms 
that come fi-om fortune, he was very ready to give him the as- 
sistance he desired ; and this because he called to mind the 
friendship he bad had with Antipater, because Herod offered 
him money to make him king, as he had formerly given«it him 
to make him tetrarch, and chiefly because of his hatred to Anti- 
gonus ; for he took him to be a seditious person, and an enemy 
to the Romans. Csssar was also the forwarder to raise Herod's 
dignity, and to give him bis asristance in what he desired, -on 
account of the toils of war which he had himself undergone 
with Antipater his father in Egypt, and of the hospitality be 
had treated him withal, and the kincbess he had always showied 
him, as also to gratify Antony, who was very xealous for Herod. 
So a senate was convocated ; and Messala first, and then Atra- 
tinus, introduced Herod into it ; and enlarged upQn the benefits 
they had received from his father, and put them in mind of the 
good will he had borne the Romans. At the same time they 
accused Antigonus, and declared him an enemy, not only be- 
cause of bis former opposition to them, but that he bad now 
overlooked the Romans, and taken the government from the 
Parthians. Upon this the senate was irritated ; and Antony ni- 
formed them farther, that it was for their advantage in the Par- 
thian war, that Herod should' be king. This seemed good to all 
the senators ; and so they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was>the principal instance of Antony's affectioq 
for Herod, that he not only procured him a kii^dom which he 

* Goncernfng the dironology of Herod, and the time when he was first nad« 
k\ng at Rome, and concerniDg the tine when he began his second reigo, without 
a rival, upon the conquest and slaughter of Antigonas, both principally derived 
from this and the two next chapters in Josephus, see the note on sect. 6, and chap. 
XV. sect. 10. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. XfV. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 8QI 

did not expect (for he did not come with an intention to ask the 
kingdom for himself, which' he did not suppose the Romans 
would grant him, who used to bestow it on some of the rojal 
family, but intended to desire it for his wife's brother, who was 
grandson by his father to Aristobulus, and to Hyrcanus by his 
mother), but that he procured it for him so suddenly that he 
obtained what he did not expeet, and departed oiit of Italy in 
so few days as seven in all. This youog roan [the grandson} 
Herod afterward took care to have slain, as we shall show in 
its proper place. But when the senate was dissolved, Antony 
and Caesar went out of the senate-house, with Herod between 
them, and ^ith the consuls and other magistrates before them, 
ki oKJer to offer sacrifices, and to lay up their decrees in the 
capitol. Antony also feasted Herod die first day of his reign. 
And thus did this man receive the kingdom, fajmng obtained it 
on the hundred and eightyi-Courth olympiad, when Caius Domi- 
tius Calvinus was consul the second time, and Caius Asinius 
PoUio [the first time] . 

6. All this while Antigonus besieged those that w^e in Mas- 
sada, who had plenty of all other necessaries, but were only in 
want of water*, insomuch that on this occasion Josephus, 
Herod's brother, was contriving to run away from it, with twd 
hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians ; for he had heard 
that Malchas repented of the offences he had been guilty of 
with regard to Herod : but God, by seiiding rain in the nights 
time, prevented his going away, for their cisterns were thereby 
filled, and he was under no necessky of running away on that 
account ; but they were now of good courage, and die more so, 
because the sending that plenty of water which they had been 
in want of seemed a mark of divine providence ; bo they made 
a sally^ and fought hand to hand with Antigonus's soldiers, with 
some openly, with some privately, and destroyed a great number 
of them. At the same time, Ventidins, the general of the Ro-> 
mans, was aent out of Syria, to drive the Paitfaians out of it, 
and marched after them into Judea, in pretence indeed to sue* 
conr Joseph, but in reality, the whole affair was- no more than a 
stratagem in order to get money of Antigonus ; so they pitched 
their camp very near to Jerusalem, and wiped AutigjMiu^ of a 
great deal of money, and then he retired himself with the greater 
part of the army ; but that the wickedness he had been guilty of 
might not be found out, he left Silo there with a certain part of 
his soldiers ; with whom also Antigonus cultivated an acquaint- 
ance, that he might cause him no £sturbance ; and was still in 
hopes that the Parthians would come again and defend him. 

* This grievous want of water at Massada, till the place had like to have been 
taken by the Parthians, mentioned both here, and Of the War, B. i. ch. xv. 
9rct. 1, is an indicatfon that it was now summer time. 

U 2 
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CHAP. XV. 

How Herod sailed out of Itahi to Judea^ and fovsht with 
jintigotjus; and what other Things happened in Juaea about 
that Time. 

§ I. By this time Herod had sailed out of Italy to Ptolemais, 
and had gotten together no small army, both of strangers and 
of his own countrymen ; and marched through Galilee against 
Antigonus. Silo also, and Ventidius, came and assisted him, 
being persuaded by Dellius, who was sent by Antony to assist 
in bringing back Herod. Now for Ventidias, he was employed 
in composing the disturbances that had been made in the cities 
by the means of the Parthians ; and for Silo, he was in Judea 
indeed, but corrupted by Antigonus. However, as Herod M^ent 
along, his army increased every day, and all Galilee, with some 
small exception, joined him : but as he was marching to those 
that were in M assada, for he was obliged to endeavour to save 
those that were in that fortress, now they were besieged, because 
they were his relations, Joppa was -a hiuderance to him ; for it 
was necessary for him to take that place first, it being a city at 
variance with him, that no strong hold might be left in his ene- 
mies' hands behind him when he should go to Jerusalem: and 
when Silo made this a preteuce for rising up from Jerusalem, 
and was thereupon pursued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them 
with a small body of men, and both put the Jews to flight and 
saved Silo, when he was very poorly able to defend himself; but 
when Herod had taken Joppa, he made haste to set free those 
of his family that were in M assada. Now of the people of the 
country, some joined him because of the friendship they had 
with his father, and some because of the splendid appearance 
he made, and others by way of requital for the benefits they had 
f-eceiyed from both of them; but the greatest number came to 
him in hopes of getting somewhat from him afterward, if he 
were once firmly settled in the kingdom. 

2. Herod had now a strong army; and as he marched on, 
Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the passes and places 
most proper for them ; but in trudi, he thereby did little or no 
damage to the enemy : so Herod received those of his family 
out of M assada, and the fortress Ressa, and then went on for 
Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with Silo accompanied 
him all along, as did many of the citizens, being afraid of his 
}K>wer; and as soon as he had pitched his camp on the west 
side of the city, the soldiers that were set to guard that part shot 
their arrows and threw their darts at him ; and when some sallied 
out in a crowd, and came to fight hand to hand with the first 
i^nks of Herod's army, he gave orders that they should, in the 
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first place, make proclamation about the wall, that '' he came 
for the good of the people, and for the preservation of the city, 
and not to bear any old grudge at even his most open enemies, 
but ready to forget the offences which his greatest adversaries 
had done him." Biit Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod 
had caused to be proclaimed, and this before the Romans, and 
before Silo also, said, that *^ they would not do justly, if they 
gave the kingdom to Herod^ who was no more than a private 
man, and an Idumean, i. e. a half Jew*; whereas they ought 
to bestow it on one of the royal family, as their custom was ; 
for, that in case they at present bear an ill w;ill to him, and had 
resolved to deprive him of the kingdom, as having received it 
from the Parthians, yet were there many others of his family 
that might by their law take it, and these such as had no way 
offended the Romans, and being of the sacerdotal family, it 
would be an unworthy thing to put them by." Now, while 
they said thus one to another, and fell to reproaching one an- 
other on both sides, Antigonus permitted his own men that were 
upon the wall to defend themselves; who using their bows, and 
showing great alacrity against their enemies, easily drove them 
away from the towers. 

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he had taken 
bribes : for he set a good number of his soldiers to complain 
aloud of the want of provisions they were in, and to require 
money to buy them food, and that it. was fit to let them go into 
places proper for winter quarters, since the places near the city 
were a desert, by reason that Antigonus's soldiers had carried all 
away : so he set the army upon removing, and endeavoured to 
march away: but Herod pressed Silo not to depart; and ex- 
horted Silo's captains and soldiers not to desert him, when Caesar 
and Antony, and the senate had sent him thither; for that he 
would provide them plenty of all the things they wanted, and 
easily procure them a great abundance of what they required; 
after which entreaty he immediately went out into the country, 
and left not the least pretence to Silo for his departure; for he 
brought an unexpected quantity of provisions, and sent to those 
friends of bis who inhabited about Samaria, to bring down com, 
and wine^ and oil, and cattle, and all other provisions to Jericho, 
that there might be no want of a supply for the soldiers for the 
time .to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent pre- 

* This ftffirmatioD of Antigonus, spoken in the days of Herod, and in a man- 
ner to his face, tliat he was an Idumean^ i. e. a half Jew, seems to me of much 
freater authority than that pretence of his favourite and flatterer Nicolaus of 
kmascus, that he derived his pedigree from Jews as far backward as the 
Bahylooish captivity, chap. i. ftect. 3. Accordingly Josephus always esteems 
him an Idamean, though be says h|s father Anti pater was of the same people 
with the Jews, ch. yiii. sect. 1, and by birth a Jew, Aatlq. B. zx. cb. viii. sect. 
7 ; as indeed all such proselytes of justice as the Idnmeans were in time esteemed 
the very same people with the Jews. 
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Gently over the country such as might restrain and lie in^mbush 
for those that went out for provisibns. So thes6 men obeyed 
the orders of Anttgonus, ami got togeAer a great number of 
armed men about Jericho, and sat upon the moontains^ and 
watched those that brought the provisions. However^ Herod 
was not idle in the mean time; for he took ten bands of soldiers^ 
of whom five were of the Romans and five of the Jews, mA 
some mercenaries among them, and with vome few horsemen^ 
and catne to Jericho; and as they found the city deserted^ but 
that five hundred of them had settled themselves on the tops of 
die hills, with dieir wives and children, those he took and sent 
away; but ibe Romans fell upon the city and plundered it, and 
found tbe houses full of all sorts of good things. So the king 
left a garrison at Jericho, and came back again; and sent tbe 
R^tnan amrf tp take tlieir winter quarters in the countries Aat 
welV come pver to him, Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria* AlRi 
so much did Aiftigonns gain of Silo for the bribes he gave kbn, 
that part of thd aimy should be quartered at Lydda, in order to 
please Antony. So the Romans laid their weapons aside, aiad 
lived in plenty of all things. 

4. But Herod was not pleased with lyii^ still, but sent out 
his brother Joseph against Idumea with two thousand armed 
footmen and four hundred horsemen ; while he himself came to 
Samaria, and left his mother and his other relations there, for 
they were already gone out of Massada; and went into Galilee 
to take certain places which were held by the garrisons of Antir 
gonus; and he passed on to Sepphoris, as God sent a snow, while 
Adtigonus's garrisons withdrew themselves, and had great plenty 
of pirovisions. He also went thence, and resolved to destroy 
those robbers that dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief in 
the country; so he sent a troop of horsemen, and three com* 
panies of armed footmen against them. They were very near to 
a village called Arbela; and on the fortieth, day after, he came 
himself with his whole army: and as the enemy sallied out 
boldly upon him, the left wing of his army gave way; but he ap- 
pearing with a body of men put those to flight who were already 
conquerors, and recalled his men that ran away. He also 
pressed upon his enemies, and pursued them as far as the river 
Jordan, though they ran away by different roads. So he brought 
over to him all Galilee, excepting those that dwelt in the caves, 
jind distributed money to every one of his soldiers, giving them 
a hutxdred and fifty drachmae a piece, imd much more to their 
captains, and sent them into winter quarters: at which time Silo 
came to him, and bis commanders with him, because Antigonus 
would not give them provisions any longer, for he supplied them 
for no more than one month ; nay, he had sent to all the country 
about, and ordered them to carry off" the provisions that were 
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tbeve, and retire to the mountams, that the Romabs might 
have DO provisions to live upon^ and so might perish by famine ; 
but Herod committed the care of that matter to Pheroras, his 
joungest brother; and ordered him lo repair Alexandrium also. 
Accordingly he quickly made the soldiers abound with great 
plenty of provisions^ aqd rebuilt Alexandrium^ which had been 
before desolate. 

5. About this time it was that Antony continued some time 
at Athens, and that Ventidius, who was now in Syria, sent for 
Silo, and commanded him to assist Herod in the first place to 
finish the present war> and then to send for their confederates 
for the war they were themselves engaged in; but as for Herod^ 
he went in haste against the robbers that were b the caves^ and 
sent Silo away to Ventidius, while he marched against them. 
These caves were in mountains that were exceeding abruf4, and 
in their middle were no other than precipices, with certain en- 
trances into the caves, and those caves were encompassed with 
sh^ rockS) and in these did the robbers lie concealed, with all 
their families about them; but the king caused certain chests to 
be made in order to destroy them, and to be hung down, bound 
about with iron chains, by an engine from the top of the moun- 
tain, it being not possible to get up to them by reason of the 
sharp ascent of the mountains, nor to creep down to them from 
above. Now these chests were filled with armed men, who had 
long hooks in their hands, by which they might pull out siicb af 
resisted them, and then tumble them down, and kill them by so 
doing; but the letting the chests down proved to be a matter of 
great danger because of the vast depth they were to be let down, 
although they had their provisions in the chests thei;nselves : hut 
when the cheste were let down, and not one of those in the 
mouths of the caves durst come near them, but lay still out of 
fear, some of the armed men girt on their armour, and by both 
their hands took hold of the chain by which the chests were let 
down and w^qt into the mouths of the caves, because they fretted 
that such delay Was made by the robbers not daring to come out 
of the caves ; and when they were at any of those mouths, they 
first killed many of those that were in the mouths with their 
darts, and afterwards pulled those to them that resisted them 
■with their hooks, and tumbled them down the precipices, and 
afterwards went into the caves and killed many more, and then 
went into their chests again, and lay still there; but upon this 
terror seined the rest, when they heard the lamentations diat were 
made, and they despaired of escaping: however, when the night 
came on, that put an end to the whole work; and as the king 
proclaimed pardon by a herald to such as delivered themselves up 
to him, many accepted of the oflFer. The same method of as- 
sault was made use of the next day; and they went further, and 
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got out in baskets to fight them, and fought them at their doors, 
and sent fire among them and set their caves on fire, for there 
was a great deal of combustible matter within them. Now there 
was one old man who was caught within one of these caves, 
with seven children and a wife; these prayed him to give them 
leave to go out, and yield themselves, up to the enemy ; but he 
stood at the cave's mouth, and always slew that child of his 
who went out, till he had destroyed them every one; and after 
that he slew his wife, and cast their dead bodies down the pre- 
cipice, and himself after them; and so underwent death rather 
than slavery : but before he did this, he greatly reproached 
Herod with the meanness of his family, although he was then 
king. Herod also saw what be was doing, and stretched out 
his hand and offered him all manner of security for his life. By 
which means all these caves were at length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these parts of 
the country as his general, he went to Samaria with six hundred 
horsemen and three thousand armed footmen, as intending to 
fight Antigonus. But still this command of the army did not 
succeed well with Ptolemy; but those that had been trouble- 
some to Galilee before attacked him, and slew him ; and when 
they had done this, they fled among the lakes and places almost 
inaccessible, laying waste and plundering whatsoever they could 
come at in those places. But Herod soon returned, and 

Eunished them for what they had done ; for some of these rebels 
e slew, and others of them, who had fled to the. strong holds, 
he besieged, and both slew them, and demolished their strong 
holds: and when he had thus put an end to their rebellion, he 
laid a fine upon the cities of a hundred talents. 

7. In the mean time Pacorus was fallen in a battle, and the 
Parthians were defeated, when Ventidius sent Macherus to the 
assistance of Herod, with two legions, and a thousand horsemen, 
while Antony encouraged him to make haste. But Macherus, 
at the instigation of Antigoous, without the approbation of 
Herod, as being corrupted by money, went about to take a 
view of his affairs: but Antigonus, suspecting this intention of 
his coming, did not admit him into the city, but kept him at a 
distance with slinging stones at him, and plainly showed what 
he himself meant But when Macherus was sensible that 
Herod had given him good advice, and that he had made a mis- 
take himself in not hearkening to that advice, he retired to the 
city Emmaus; and what Jews he met with he slew them, whether 
they were enemies or friends, out of the rage he was in at the 
hardships he had undergone. The king was provoked at this 
conduct of his, and went to Samaria, and resolved to go to An- 
tony about these affairs, and to inform him that he stood in no 
need of such helpers, who did him more mischief than they did 
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hb enemies, and that he was able* of himself to beat Antigohus; 
Jinit Macherus followed him, and desired that he would not go to 
Anton jy or, if he was resolved to go, that he would join his 
brother Joseph with him, and let them fight against Antigonus: 
So he was reconciled to Macherus, upon his earnest entreaties. 
Accordingly he left Joseph there with bis army, but charged 
him to run: no hazards, nor to quarrel with Macherus. 

8*- But for his own part, he made haste to Antony (who was 
then at the siese of Samosata, a place upon Euphrates), with, bis 
troops, both horsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries, to : him: 
and when he came to Antioch, and met there a great number. of 
men gotten together that were very desirous, to go to Aqtony, 
l>ut durst not venture to go out of fear, because the barbarians 
fell upon men on the road, and slew many, so he encouraged 
them, and became their conductor upon the road. Now when 
they were within two days' march of Samosata, the barbarians 
had laid an ambush there to disturb those that came to Antony; 
and where the woods made the passes narrow, as they led to 
the plains, there they laid not a few of their horsemen, who were 
to lie still until those passengers were gone by into the wide 
place. Now as soon as the first ranks were gone by (for Herod 
brought on the rear), those that lay in ambush, who were, about 
five hundred, fell upon them on the sudden ; and when they had 
put the foremost to flight, the king came riding hard, with the 
forces that were about him, and immediately drove back the 
enemy ; by which means he made the minds of his own men 
courageous, and emboldened them to go on, insomuch that those 
;who ran away before now returned back, . and the barbarians 
were slain on all sides. The king also went on killing them^ and 
recovered all the baggage, among which were a great number of 
beasts for burden, and of slaves, and proceeded on in his.march; 
and whereas there, were a great number of those in the woods 
that, attacked them, and were near the passage that led into, the 
plain, he made. a sally upon these also with a strong body of 
men; and put them to flight, and slew many of them, and there- 
by rendered the way safe for those that came after; and these 
called Herod their saviour and protector. 

9. And when he was near to Samosata, Antony sent out bis 
army in all their proper habiliments to meet him, in order to 
pay Herod this respect, and because of the assistance he had 
given . him ; ^or he had heard what attacks the barbarians had 
made upon him [in Judea]. He also was very glad to see him 
there, as having been made acquainted with the great actions be 
had performed upon the road: so he entertained him very kindly, 
and could not but admire his courage. Antony also embraced 
him as soon as he saw him, and saluted him after a most afiec- 
tionate manner, and gave him the upper hand, as having himself 
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lately niad^ bim a king ; and in a littfe time Antiochus delivered 
up the fortress, and on that account this war was at an end; then 
Antony committed the rest to Sosius, and gave him orders to as- 
sist Herod, and went himself to Egypt. Accordingly Sosius sent 
two legions before into Judea to the assistance of Herod, and he 
followed himself with the body of the army. 

10. Now Joseph wa9 already slain in Jddea, in the manner 
foHowiDg: he forgot what charge his brother Herod bad given 
him when he went to Antony; and when he had pitched his 
camp among the mountains, for Macherus had lent him five 
regiments, with these he went hastily to Jericho, in order to 
reaif^ the com thereto belonging; and as the Roman regiments 
were but newly raised, and were unskilful in war, for they were 
in great part collected out of Syria, he was attacked by the 
enemy, and caught in those placea of difficulty, and was himself 
slain, as he was fighting bravely, and the whole army was lost; 
for there were six regiments slain. So when Antigonus had got 
possession of the dead bodies^ he cut off Joseph's head, although 
Pheroras his brother would have redeemed it at the price of 
fifty talents. After which defeat, the Galileans revolted from 
their commanders, and took those of Herod's party, and drowned 
diem in the lake, and a great part of Judea was become sedi- 
tiona; but Macherus fortified the place Gitta [in Samaria]. 

11. At this time messengers came to Herod, and informed 
him of what had been done; and when he was come to Daphne 
by Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune that had befallen 
bis brother ; which yet he expected, from certain visions that 
appeared to him in his dreams, which clearly foreshowed his 
brother's death. So he battened his march; and when he came 
to Mount Libanus, he received about eight hundred of the 
men of that place, having already with bim also one Roman 
legion ; and with these he came to Ptolemais. He also marched 
thence by night with his army, and proceeded along Galilee. 
Here it was that the enemy met him and fought him, and were 
beaten, and shut up in the same place of strength whenee they 
bad sallied out the day before. So he attacked the place in the 
morning; but, by reason of a great storm that was then very 
violent, be was able to do nothing, but drew pff his army into 
the neighbouring villages; yet as soon as the other legion that 
Antony s^nt him was come to his assistance, those that were in 
garrison in the place were afraid, and deserted it in the night time. 
Then did the king march hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge 
himself on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother; and when 
he had pitched his tents, he made a feast for the principal com- 
manders; and after this collation was over, and he had dismissed 
his guests, be retired to his own chamber. And here may one 
see what kindness God had for the king; for the upper part of 
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the house fell down when ooboify was in it^ and so kSled none, 
iaaomaeh that all the people believed that Herod was beloved 
of God, since* he bad escaped such a great and surprising danger. 

1& But the next day six thousand of the enemy came down 
from the tops of the mountains to iigbt the Romans, wlicfa 
gready (lerritied them; and the soldiers that were in ligbt annomr 
cane near and pelted the kn^s guards that were come out with 
darts and stones, and one of thosi hit him on the side witha dart« 
Antigonuslalsosent a commander against Samaria, whose name 
was Pappus, widi some forces, being desirous to show the ene- 
my how potent ike was, and that he had men to spare in his war 
wkb them: he sat down to oppose Macberus; but Herod, when 
he bad taken five cities, took sticb as wa'e left in them, being 
nbont two thonaand, and slew them, and bnnut the cities them- 
selves, and then returned to go against Pappus, who was en* 
camped at a ^lage called Isanas: and there ran in tofaimmany 
out of Jericho and Judea, near to which places he was; and the 
enemy fell upon bis men, so stout were they at this time, and 
joined battle with them, but he beat them in the fight; and in 
order to be revenged on them for the slaughter of his brother, he 
pursued them sharply, and killed them as they ran away: and as 
iJbe bouses were full of armed men, and many of them ran as far 
w^ the tops of the houses, he got them under his power, and 
pulled down tbe roofs of the hoAses*; and saw the lower rooms 
full of soldiers that were caught, and lay all on a heap; so they 
threw stones cbwn upon them as they lay piled one upon an- 
other, and thereby killed them: nor was tl^e a more frightful 
spectacle in all the war than this, where beyond the walls an 
immense multitude of dead men lay heaped one upon another. 
This action it was which chiefly brake the spirits of the enemy, 
who expected now what would come; for there appeared a 
mighty number of people that came from places far distant, that 
were now about ^e village, but then ran away; and bad it not 
been for the depth of winter, which then restrained them, the 
king's army had presently gone to Jerusalem, as being very 
courageous at this good success, and the whole work bad been 
done immediately, for Antigonns was already looking about how 
he might fly away, and leave the city. 

IS. At this time the king gave order that the soldiers should 
go to supper, for it was late at night, while he M'ent into a cham* 
ber to use the bath, for he was very weary; and here it was that 
he was in the greatest danger, which yet, by God's providence, 

* It may be worth our observation here, that these soldiers of Herod's could 
not have gotten upon tbe tops of these houses which were fuU of enemies, ip 
order to pull up tbe upper floors, and destroy them beneath, but by ladders 
from the outside ; which illustrates some texts in the New Testament, by which 
ft appears that men used to ascend thither by ladders on the outside. See Matt, 
xxiv. 17; Mark, xiii. 15$ Lul&e, v. 19, xvli. SI. 
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he escaped; for as he was naked^ and had bCit one servant that 
followed him, to be with him while he was bathing in an inner 
room, certain of the enemy, who were in their armour, and had 
fled thither out of fear, were then in the place: and as he was 
bathing, the first of them came out with his naked sword drawn, 
and went out at the doors, and after him a second, and a third, 
armed in like manner, and were under such a consternation that 
they did no hurt to the king, and thought themselves to have 
come off very well in suffering .no harm themselves, in their get- 
ting out of the house. However, on the next day, he cut off the 
head of Pappus, for he was already slain, and sent, it to Phe- 
roras, as a punishment of what their brother .had suffered by his 
means ; . for he was the man that slew him with bis own hand. 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed his 
army, and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp hard 
by the city. Now this was the third year since he had been 
made king at Rome; and as he removed his camp, and came 
near, that part of the wall where it could be most easily assaulted, 
he pitched that camp before the temple, intending to make his 
attacks in the same manner as did Pompey : so he encompassed 
the place with three bulwarks, and erected towers, and employed 
a great many hands about the work, and cut down the trees that 
were round about the city : and when he had appointed proper 
persons to oversee the works, even while the army lay before 
the city,. he himself went to Samaria,. to. complete his marriage, 
and to take to wife the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristo- 
bulus; for he had betrothed her already, as I have before related. 

CHAP. XVI. 

.Htm Herody when he had married Mariamne, took Jerusalem, 
with the Assidance of Sosius^ by Force; and how the Govern- 
ment of the Asamoneans was put an End to. 

§ 1 . After the wedding was over, came Sosius through Phoe- 
nicia, having sent out his army before him over the midland 
parts. He also, who was their commander, came himself, with 
a great number of horsemen and footmen. The king also came 
himself from Samaria^ and brought with him no small army, 
besides that which was there before, for they were about thirty 
thousand ; and they all met together at the walls of Jerusalem, 
and encamped at the north wall of the city, being now an army 
of eleven legions, armed men on foot, and six thousand horse- 
men, with other auxiliaries out of Syria. The generals were 
two; Sosius, sent by Antony to assist Herod; and Herod on his 
own account, in order to take the government from Antigonus, 
.who was declared an enemy at Rome, and that he might him- 
self be king, according to the decree of the senate. 
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2. Now tlie Jews that were enclosed wUhin the M'alls of the 
cky fought against Herod with great alacrity and zeal (for the 
whole nation was gathered together); they also gave out many 
prophecies about the temple, and many things agreeable to the 
people, as if God would deliver them out of the dangers they 
were- in; they had also carried o£P what was out of the city, that 
they m^ht not leave any thing to afford sustenance either for 
men or for beasts; and by private robberies, they made the want 
of. necessaries greater. When Herod understood this, he op- 
posed ambushes in the fittest places against their private rot>- 
beries, and he sent legions of armed men to bring in provisions, 
and that from remote places, so that in a little time they liad 
great plenty of provisions. Now the three bulwarks were easily 
erected, because so many bauds were continually at work upon 
it^ for it was summer time; and there was nothing to hinder 
them in raising their works, neither from the air nor from the 
workmen; so they brought their engines to bear, and shook the 
walls of the city, and tried all manner of ways to get in; yet did 
not those within discover any fear, but they also contrived not a 
few engines to oppose their engines withal. They also sallied 
out, and burnt not only those engines that were not yet perfected, 
but those that were ; and when they came hand to hand, their at* 
tempts were not less bold than those of the Romans, though they 
were behind them in skill. They also erected new works wlien 
the former were ruined : and making mines underground, they 
met each other, and fought there; and making use of brutish 
courage rather than of prudent valour, they persisted in this war 
to the very last: and this they did while a mighty army lay round 
about them, and while they were distressed by famine and the 
want of necessaries, for this happened to be a Sabbatic year. The 
first that scaled the walls were twenty chosen men, the next were 
Sosius's centurions; for the first Mallwas taken in forty days, 
tlie second in fifteen more; when some of the cloisters that 
were about the temple were burnt; which Herod gave out to 
have been burnt by Antigonus, in order to expose him to . the 
hatred of the J ews. And when the outer court of the temple, 
and the lower city were taken, the J ews fled into the inner court 
of the temple, and into the upper city; but now, fearing lest the 
Romans should hinder them frona offering their daily sacrifices 
to God, they sent an embassage, and desired that they would 
only permit them to bring in beasts for sacrifices ; which Herod 
granted, hoping they were going to yield : but when he saw that 
they did nothing of what he supposed, but bitterly opposed him, 
in order to preserve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made an assault 
upon the city and took it by storm; and now all parts were full 
of those that were slain, by the rage of the Romans at the long 
(luratipn of the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that were on 
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Herod's ^e, who were not wiUiog to leave Qae of tbeir adver- 
earies alive; so they were mordered icontiaiudly in the narrow 
streets, and in the houses by crowds, and as they were flying to 
the temple for shelter; and there was no pity taken of either in- 
fants or the aged, nor did they spare so much as the weaker sex ; 
nay^ although the king sent about, and besought them to spare 
die people, yet nobody restrained dieir hand from slaughter, but, 
as if they were a company of madmen, they fell upon persons of 
all ages, without distinction; and then Antigonus, without re-» 
gard to either his past or present circumstances, came down 
from the citadel, and fell down at the feet of Sosius; who took 
no pity of him in the change of his fortune, but insulted hini be* 
yond measure, and called him Ant^one [i. tf. a woman, and not 
a man], yet did he not treat him as if he were a woman, by h^ 
ting him go at liberty; but put him into bonds, and kept hun in 
close custody. 

3. And now Herod, having overeome his enenHe8,^his care 
was to govern those foreigners who had been his assistants; for 
the crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, and the sacred 
things in the temple ; but die king, thinking a victory to be a 
more severe affliction than a de£eat, if any of those things which 
it was not lawful to see should be seen by them, used entreaties 
and threateningg, and even soroelimes force itself, to restrain 
them. He also prohibited the ravage that was made in the city, 
and many times asked Sosius, whether the Romans would empty 
the city both of money and men, and leave hira king of a desert I 
and told him, that he esteemed the dominion over the whole ha* 
bitable earth as by no means an equivalent satisfaction for such 
a murder of his citizens : and when he said that this plunder was 
jusdy to be permitted the soldiers, for the siege they had under- 
gone, he replied, that he would give every one their reward out 
of his own money: and by this means he redeemed what remained 
of the city from destruction ; and he performed what be had 
promised him, for he gave a noble present to every soldier, and 
a proportionable present to their commanders, but a most royal 
present to Sosius himself, till they all went away full of money. 
4. This destruction* befell the city of Jerusalem when Mar- 
cus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome, on the 

* Note bere, that Josephiis fnlly and frequently assures as that there passed 
above three years betvveeii Herod^s first obtainiDg the kingdom at Rome, and bia 
second obtaining it upon the talcing of Jerusalem, and death of Antigonus. Tb^ 
present history of this interval twtee moDtions the army's goingioto winter (fqar- 
ters, which perhaps belonged to two several winters, eh. zv. sect.d, 4$ and tbpugb 
Josephus says nothing how long they lay in those quarters, yet does he give such 
an account of the long and studied del&ys of yentidins,8i]o,and Machentf, who 
were to see Herod settled in his new kkngdom (but seem not to have bftd suffi- 
cient forces for that parpose, and were for certain all corrupted by Antigonus 
to make the longest delays possible), and gives us such particular accounts of the 
many great actions of Herod during the same interval, as fairly imply that inter- 
val, before Herod went to Samosata, to have been very Considerable. However, 
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hundred eighty and fifth olympiad^ on the third month, on the 
solemnity of the fast; as if a periodical revolution of calamities 
had returned, since that which befell the Jews under Pompey ; 
for the Jews were taken hy him on the same day ; and this was 
after twenty-seven years' time. So when Sosius had dedicated a 
crown of gold to God^ he marched away from Jerusalem, and 
carried Antigonus with him in bonds to Antony : but Herod was 
afraid lest Antigonus should be kept in prison [only] by Antony, 
and that when he was carried to Rome by him, he nught get \ns 
cause to be heard by the senate, and might demonstrate, as he 
was himself of the royal blood, and Herod but a private man, that 
therefore it belonged to his sons, however, to have the kingdom, 
on account of the family they were of, in case he had himself 
offended the Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod's 
fear of this it was, that he, by giving Antony a ^reat deal of 
money, endeavoured to persuade him to have Antigonus slain, 
which if it were once done, he should be free from that fear. 
And thus did the government of the Asamoneans cease, a hun- 
dred twenty and six years after it was first set up. This faqsily 
was a spleacbd and an illustrious one, both on accounl of the no- 
bility of their stock, and of the dignity of the high priesthood, as 
also for the glorious actions their ancestors had performed for our 
nation: but these men lost the government by their dissensions 
one with another ; and it came to Herod the son of Antipater, 
who was of.no more than a vulgar family, and of no eminent exr 
traction, but one that wassubject to other kings : and this ift what 
history tells us was the end of the Asamcmean family. 

what is waDtiDgin Josephus is fully supplied by Moses ChoreDensi8,the Armenian 
hfstoiian, in his history of the same interval, B.ii. ch. xyiii. where he directly as- 
sures usy tliat Tigranes, then lung of Armenia, and the principal manager of this 
Parthian war, reigned two years after Herod was made icing at Rome : and yet 
Antony did not hearof his death, in that very netehbonrho^, at Samosata, till 
he was come' thither to besiege it; after which Herod brought him an army, 
which was 840 miles march, and throogh a difficult country, fuli of enemies also, 
and joined with him in the siege of Samosata, till that city was taken ; then Herod 
and Sosius march back with their large armies the same number of 940 miles, and 
trhen in a' tittle time they sat down to besiege Jerusalem, they were not .able to 
take it, but by a siege of fire months. All which put together fully supplies what 
is wanting in Josephus, and secures the entire chronology of these times beyond 
contradiction. 
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BOOK XV. 



CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTEEN YEARS. 

dptom tj^( 9(at|^ of 9(ttt{sonuj$ to tj^e :ffimHxi% of tj^e Semyle bg 



CHAP. I. 



Concerning Pollio and Sameas, Herod slays the principal of' 
Antigonus^s Friends^ and spoils the City of its Wealth. 
Antony beheads Antigonus. 

§ 1. How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by force; and be- 
sides that, how they took Atitigonus captive, has been related by 
us in the foregoing book. We will now proceed in the narration. 
And since Herod had now the goveniment of all Judea put into 
his hands, he promoted such of the private men in the city as bad 
been of his party, but never left off avenging and punishing every 
day those that had chosen to be of the party of his enemies. 
But Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciple of hb, were 
honoured by him above all the rest ; for when Jerusalem was be- 
sieged, they advised the citizens to receive Herod, for which ad- 
vice they were well requited ; but this Pollio, at the time when 
Herod was once upon his trial of life and death, foretold, in 
way of reproach, to Hyrcanus and the other judges, how this 
Herod, whom they suffered now to escape, would afterward in- 
flict punishment on them all ; which had its completion in time> 
while God fulfilled the words he had spoken. 

£. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerusalem under his 
power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoiled the wealthy 
men of what they had gotten ; and when, by these means, he 
had heaped together a great quantity of silver and gold, he gave 
it all to Antony, and his friends that were about him. He also 
slew forty-five of the principal men of Antigonus's party, and 
set guards at the gates of the city, that nothing might be carried 
out together with their dead bodies. They also searched the 
dead, and whatsoever was found, either of silver or gold, or other 
treasure, it was carried to the king ; nor was there any end of the 
miseries he brought upon them ; and this distress was in part 
occasioned by the covetousness of the prince regent, who was 
still in want of more, and in part, by the Sabbatic year, which 
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was 3tiU going od, and forced the country to lie still uncultivated 
since we are forbidden to sow our land in that year. N6w when 
Antony had received Antigonus as his captive, he deternjined to 
keep him against his triumph ; but when he heard that the nation 
grew seditious, and that, out of their hatred to Herod, they con-» 
tinued to bear good will to Antigonus, he resolved to behead him 
tft Antioch, for otherwise the Jews could no way be brought to 
be quiet. And Strabo of Cappadocia attests to what I have said, 
when he thus speaks : *' Antony ordered Antigonus the Jew to 
be brought to Antioch, and there to be beheaded ; and this An- 
tony seems to me to have been the very first man who beheaded 
a king, as supposing he could no other way bend the minds of 
the Jews, so as to receive Herod, whom he had made king in his 
stead ; for by no torments could they be forced to call him king, 
so great a fondness they had for their former king ; so he thought 
that this dishonourable death would diminish the value they had 
for Antigonus's memory, and at the same time would diminish 
their hatred they bare to Herod.'' Thus far Strabo. 



CHAP. IL 



How Hyrcantta was set at Liberty by the Parthi^ns, and re' 
turned to Herod; and what Alexandra did when she heard 
that Ananelus was made High Priest, 

§ 1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdom, Hyr- 
canus the high priest, who was then a captive among the Par- 
thians, came to him again, and was set free from his captivity in 
the manner following : Barzapharnes and Pacorus, the generals 
of the Parthiaus, took Hyrcanus, who was first made high priest 
and afterward king,, and Herod's brother, Phasaelus, captives, 
and were carrying them away into Parthia. Phasaelus indeed 
could not bear the reproach of being in bonds : and, thinking 
that death with glory was better than arty life whatsoever, he 
became his own executioner, as I have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the king 
Phraates treated him after a very gentle manner, as having al- 
ready learned of what an illustrious family he was ; on which 
account he set him free from his bonds, and gave him an habita- 
tion at Babylon *, where there were Jews in great numbers* 
These Jews honoured Hyrcanus as their high priest and king ; 
as did all the Jewish nation that dwelt as far as Euphrates f 

* The city here called Bahylon by Joseplnis seemt to be one which was buHt 
by some of the Seleucids upoo the Tigris, which, long after the utter desolation 
of old Babylon, was commonly so called ; and, I suppose, not far from Seleucia : 
just as the later adjoining city Bagdat has been, and is often called by the same 
oM name <^ Babylon till this very day. 
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which fespect was very much to his satisfaction. But when he 
was informed that Herod had received the kingdom, new hopes 
came upon him, as having been himself still of a kind disposition 
towards him ; and expecting that Herod would bear in mind 
what favour he had received from him, and when he was upon 
his trial, and when he was in danger that a capital sentence would 
be pronounced against him^ he delivered him from that danger, 
and from all punishments Accordingly, he talked of that mat- 
ter with the Jews that came often to him with great affection ; 
but they endeavoured to retain him among them, and desired 
that he would stay with them, putting him in mind of the kind 
offices and honours they did him; and that those honours they 
paid him were not at all inferior to what they could pay either to 
their high priests or their kings : and what was a greater motive 
to determine him, they said, was this, that he could not have those 
dignities [in Judea], because of that maim in his body which had 
been inflicted on mm by Antigontis : and that kings do not use 
to requite men for those kindnesses which they received when 
they were private persons; the height of their fortune making 
usually no small changes in them. 

3. Now, although they suggested these arguments to him for 
his own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to depart. Herod 
also wrote to him, and persuaded him to desire of Phraates, and 
the Jews that were there, that they should, not grudge him the 
royal authority, which he should have jointly with himself; for 
that now was the proper time for himself to make him amends 
for the favours he had received from him, as having been brought 
up by him, and saved by him also, as well as for Hyrcanus to 
receive it. And as he wrote thus to Hyrcanus, so did he send 
also Saramallas, hb ambassador to Phraates, and many presents 
with him ; and desired him, in the most obliging way, that he 
would be no hinderance to hb gratitude towards his benefactor. 
But this zeal of Herod's did not flow from that principle: but 
because he had been made governor of that country without 
having any iust claim to it, he was afraid, and that upon reasons 
good enough, of a change in his condition, and so made what 
haste he could to get Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed to put 
him quite out of the way : which last thmg he compassed after- 
ward. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of assurance, by 
the permission of the king of Parthia, and at the expense of the 
Jews, who supplied him with money, Herod received him with 
all possible respect, and gave him the upper place at public 
meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts, and thereby 
deceived him. He called him his father; and endeavoured^ by 
ail the ways possible, that he might have no suspicion of any 
treacherous design against him. He also did other things, in 
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order to secure his government, which y^t occasioned a sedition 
in his own family : for, being cautious how he made any illu»« 
trious person the high priest of God,he sciit for an obscure priest 
out of Babylon, whose name was Ananelus, and bestowed the 
high priesthood upon him*. 

5. However^ Alexandra, the daughter of Hyreanus and wife 
of Alexander, the son of Aristobulut the king, who had also 
brought Alexander [two] children, could not bear this ind^nity. 
Now this son was one of the greatest comeliness, and was called 
Aristobulus ; and the daughter, Mariamne, was married to He- 
rod, and eminent for her beauty also. This Alexandra was 
much disturbed, and took this indignity offered to her son ex- 
ceeding ill, that while he was alive, any one else should be sent 
for to have the dignity of the high priesthood conferred upon 
him. Accordingly she wrote to Cleopatra (a musician assisting 
her in taking care to have her letters carried), to desire her in- 
tercession with Antony, in order to gain the high priesthood far 
her son. 

6* But as Antony was slow in granting this request, his friend 
Dellius^t* caiyie into Judea upon some affairs, and when he saw 
Aristobulus, be stood in admiration at the tallness and handsome^ 
ness of the child, and no less at Mariamne, the king's wife, and 
was open in his commendations of Alexandra^ as the mother of 
most beautiful children ; and when she came to discourse with 
him, he persuaded her to get pictures drawn of them both, and 
to send them to Antony, for that when he saw them, he would 
deny her nothing that she would ask. Accordingly Alexandra 
was elevated with these words of his, and sent the pictures to 
Antony. Dellius also talked extravagantly, and said, that *^ these 
children seemed not derived firom men, but from some god of 
other." His dedgn in doing so was to entice Antony into tewd 
pleasures with them, who was ashamed to send for the damsel, 
as being the wife of Herod, and avoided it, because of the re^ 
proacbes he should have from Cleopatra on that account ; but 
he sent, in the most decent manner he could, for the young roan, 
but added this withal, ^' unless he thought it hard upon him so 
to do." When this letter was brought to Herod, he did not 

* Here we have ap emSoent example of Herod*a worldly «lnd i^rofane peli>- 
tic8; when, by the abus^ of his uolawfal aod usurped pow«r, to piake whom he 
pleased high priest, in the person of Ananelns, he occasioaed sudh disturbances 
m hi9 kioje^ora, and in Ms own family, as snfered bimtd enjoy no lastinf peae^ 
or trasqaillity ever afterward : and such b frequently the effect of profane court 
polkics about matters of religion in other ages and nations. The Old Testament 
is fiill of the miseries of the people of the Jews derived from such court politics, 
especially in and after the days of Jeroboam the so* of Nebat, mho made Israel 
to nni who gave the most pernicious example of it $ who brought on the growesC 
corraption of religion by it ; and the punishment of whose family for it wasmos^ 
remarkabte. The case is too well known to stand in need of particular citations. 
. + Of this wicked Dellius, see the note on the War, B^ 1. cb. xv. sect. 8. 

X2 
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•think it safe for him to send one so handsome as was Aristobu- 
lus, in the prime of his life, for he was sixteen years of age, and 
of so noble a family, s^d particularly not to Antony, the princi- 
pal man among the Romans, and one that would abuse him in 
his amours; and besides, one that openly indulged himself in 
such pleasures, as his power allowed him, without control. He 
.therefore wrote back to him, that ** if this boy should only go 
out of the country, all would be in a state of war and uproar ; 
because the Jews were in hopes of a change in the government^ 
and to have another king over them." 

7. When Herod had thus excused himself to Antony, he rer 
solved that he would not entirely permit the child or Alexandra 
to be treated dishonourably : but his wife Mariamne lay vehe- 
mently at him to restore the high priesthood to her brother, and 
he judged it was for his advantage so to do ; because, if he once 
had that dignity, he could not go out of the country. So he 
called his friends together, and told them, that ^'. Alexandra 
privately conspired against his royal authority, and endeavoured, 
by the means of Cleopatra, so to bring it about, that he might 
be deprived of the government, and that by Antony's means this 
youth might have the management of public affairs in his stead ; 
and that this procedure of hers was unjust, since she would af 
the same time deprive her daughter of the dignity she ttow had, 
and would bring disturbances upon the kingdom ; for which he 
had taken a great deal of pains, and had gotten it with extraor- 
dinary hazards : that yet, while he well remembered her wicked 
practices, he would not leave off doing what was right himself, 
but would even now give the youth the high priesthood; and 
that he formerly set up Ananelus, because Aristobulus was then 
so very young a child/' Now when he had said this, not at ran- 
dom, but as he thought with the best discretion he had, in order 
to deceive the women, and those friends whom he had taken to 
consult withal, Alexandra, out of the great joy she had at this 
unexpected promise, and out of fear from the suspicions she lay 
under, fell a weeping ; and made the following apology for her- 
self, and said, that ^* as to the [high] priesthood, she was very 
much concerned for the disgrace her son was under ; and so did 
her utmost endeavours to procure it for him : but that as to the 
kingdom she had made no attempts, and that if it were offered 
her [for her son], she would not accept it; and that now she 
would be satisfied with her son's dignity, while he himself held 
the civil government, and she had thereby the security that arose 
from his peculiar ability in governing, to all the remainder of her 
family ; that she was now overcome by his benefits, and thank- 
fully accepted of this honour showed by him to her son, and that 
she would hereafter be entirely obedient : and she desired him 
to excuse her, if the nobility of her family, and that freedom of 
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'acting which she thought that allowed her, had made her act too 
precipitately and imprudently in this matter. So, when they had 
spoken thus to one another, they came tg an agreement, and all 
suspicions, so far as appeared, were vanished away. 



CHAP. III. 

How Herody upon his making Aristobulus High Priest, took 
Care that he should be murdered in a little Time ; and what 
Jpohgy he made to Antony about Aristobulus : as also con- 
cerning Joseph and Mariamne. 

§ 1. So king Herod immediately took the high priesthood away 
from Ananelus, who, as we said before, was not of this country, 
but one of those Jews that had been carried captive beyond Eu- 
phrates: for there were not a few ten thousands of this people 
that had been carried captives, and dwelt about Babylonia, whence 
Ananelus came. He was one* of the stock of the high priests, 
and had been of old a particular friend of Herod's ; and when 
he was first made king, he conferred that dignity upon him, and 
now put him out of it again, in order to quiet the troubles in his 
family ; though what he did was plainly unlawful, for at no other 
time [of old] was any one that had once been in that dignity de. 

firived of it. It was Antiochus Epiphanes who first brake that 
aw, and deprived Jesus, and made his brother Onias high priest 
in his stead. Aristobulus was the second that did so, and took 
that dignity from his brother [Hyrcanus] : and this Herod was 



the third who took that high office away 



Trom Ananelus], and 



gave it to this young man, Aristobulus, in his stead 

£. And now Herod seemed to have healed the divisions in his 
family ; yet was he not without suspicion, as is frequently the 
case of people seeming to be reconciled to one another, but 
thought that, as Alexandra had already made attempts tending 
to innovations, so did he fear that she would go on therein, if she 
found a fit opportunity for so doing: so he gave a command, 
that she should dwell in the palace, and meddle with no public 
ailairs : her guards also were so careful that nothing she did in 

• When Josepbas says here, that this AoaDelus, the new hi^h priest, was o/Me 
•tock of the high priests, and since he had been just telling us that he was a priest 
of an obscure family or character, ch. ii. sect. 4, it is not at all probable that he 
could so soon say that he was of the stock of the high priests. However, Jose* 
phnshere makes a 'remarkable observation, that this Ananelus was the third that 
was ever unjustly and wickedly turned out of the high priesthood by the civil 
power ; no king or governor having ventured to do so that Josephus knew of, 
but that heathen tyrant and persecutor Antiochus Epiphanes ; that barbarous 
parricide Aristobulus, the first that took royal authority among the Maccabees ; 
and this tyrant king Herod the Great ; although afterward that infamous practice 
became irequent, tiU the very destruction of Jerusalem, when the office of high 
priesthood was at an end. 
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private life every day was concealed. All these hardships put 
her out of patience, by little and little, and she began to bate 
Herod ; for as she had the pride of a woman to the utmost de- 
gree, she had great indignation at this suspicious guard that was 
about her, as desirous rather to undergo any thing that could be- 
fall her than to be deprived of her liberty of speech; and, under 
the notion of an honorary guard, to live in a state of slavery and 
terror : she therefore sent to Cleopatra, and made a long com- 
plaint of the circumstances she was in, and entreated her to do 
her utmost for her assistance. Cleopatra hereupon advised her 
to take her son with her, and come away immediately to her into 
Egypt. This advice pleased her, and she had this contrivance for 
getting away : she got two coffins made, as if they were to carry 
away two dead bodies, and put herself into one, and her son into 
the other, and gave orders to such of her servants as knew of . 
her intentions, to carry them away in the night-time. Now their 
road was to be thence to the seaside, and there was a ship ready 
to carry them into Egypt. Now ^sop, one of her servants, 
happened to fall upon Sabbion, one of her friends, and spake of 
this matter to him, as thinking he had known of it before. When 
Sabbion knew this (who had formerly been an enemy of Herod's 
and been esteemed one of those that laid snares for, and gave the 
poison to [his father] Antipater), he expected that this discovery 
would change Herod's hatred into kindness ; so he' told the king 
of this private stratagem of Alexandra's : whereupon he suffered 
her to proceed to the execution of her project, and caught her in 
the very fact: but still he passed by her offence ; and though he 
had a great mind to do it, he durst not inflict any thing that was 
severe upon her ; for he knew that Cleopatra would not bear that 
he should have her accused, on account of her hatred to him : 
but made a show as if it were rather the generosity of his soul, 
and his great moderation that made him forgive them. How- 
ever, he fully proposed to himself to put this young man out of 
the way by one means or other ; but he thought he might in pro- 
bability be better concealed in doing it, if he did it not presently, 
nor immediately after what had lately happened. 

S. And now, upon the approach of the feast of tabernacles, 
which is a festival very much observed among us, he let those 
days pass over, and both he and the rest of the people were 
therein very merry; yet did the envy, which at this time arose 
in him, cause him to make haste to do what he was about, 
and provoke him to it; for when this youth Aristobulus, who 
was now in the seventeenth year of his age, went up to the altar, 
according to the law, to offer the sacrifices, and this with the 
Ornaments of his high priesthood*, and when he performed the 

• Tkis entirely confotes the Tftlmadists, who pretend that no one vnder twenty 
yean of age coold officiate as high priest among the Jewt. 
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sacred offices, he seemed to be exceeding comely, and taller 
than men usually were at that age, and to exhibit in his coun- 
tenance a great deal of that high family he was sprung from, and 
a warm zeal and affection towards him appeared among the 
people^ and the memory of the actions of his grandfather Aris- 
tohulus was fresh in their minds ; and their affections got so far 
the mastery of them that they could not forbear to show their 
inclinations to him. They at once rejoiced, and were con- 
founded, and mingled with good wishes their joyful acclama- 
tions which they made to him, till the good will of the multitude 
was made too evident, and they more rashly proclaimed the 
happiness they had received from his family than was fit under a 
monarchy to have done. Upon all this, Herod resolved to com- 
plete what he had intended against the young man. When there- 
fore the festival was over, and he was feasting at Jericho* with 
Alexandra, who entertained him there, he was then very pleasant 
with the young man, and drew him into a lonely place, and at the 
same time played with him in a juvenile and ludicrous manner. 
Now the nature of that place was hotter than ordinary; so they 
went out in a body, and of a sudden, and in a vein of madness, 
and as they stood by the fish ponds, of which there were large 
ones about the house, they went to cool themselves [by bathing], 
because it was in the midst of a hot day. At first they were 
only spectators of Herod's servants and acquaintance as they 
were swimming ; but, after a while, the young man, at the in- 
stigation of Herod, went into the water among them, while such 
of Herod's acquaintance, as he had appointed to do it, dipped 
him, as he was swimming, and plunged him under water, in the 
dark of the evening, as if it had been done in sport only, nor did 
they desist till he was entirely suffocated ; and thus was Aristo- 
bulus murdered, having lived no more in all than t eighteen 
years, and kept the high priesthood one year only : which high 
priesthood Ananelus now recovered again. 

4. When this sad accident was told the women, their joy was 
soon changed to lamentation, at the sight of the dead body that 
lay before them, and their sorrow was immoderate. The city 
also [of Jerusalem], upon the spreading of this news, were ih 
very great grief, every family looking on this calamity as if it had 
not belonged to another, but that one of themselves was slain : 
but Alexandra was more deeply affected, upon her knowledge 

* A Hebrew cbroaicle, cited by Relaod, says, this drowning was at Jwrdan^ 
not at Jericho^ and this even when he quotes Josephns. I suspect the tran* 
scriber of the Hebrew chronicle mistook the name, and wrote Jordan for JtH- 
cAo. 

f The raading of one of Josephas's Greek MSS. seems here to be right, that 
AristobnluB was not eighteen years old, when he was drowned ; for he was not 
Mevenieen when he was made high priest, ch. ii. sect. 6 ; ch. iii. sect. 3; and he 
continued in that office but one year, as in the place before us. • 
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that be had been destroyed [on purpose]. Her sorrow was 
greater than that of others, by her knowing how the murder was 
committed; but she was under a necessity of bearing up under 
it, out of her prospect of a greater mischief that might other- 
wise follow : and she oftentimes cam6 to an inclination to kill 
herself with her own hand, but still she restrained herself, in 
hopes she might live long enough to revenge the unjust murder 
thus privately committed; nay, she furtlier resolved to endea« 
vour to live longer, and to give no occasion to think she sus- 
pected that her son was slain on purpose; and supposed that 
she might thereby be in a capacity of revenging it at a proper 
opportunity. Thus did she restrain herself, that she might not 
be noted for entertaining any such suspicion. However, Herod 
endeavoured that none abroad should believe that the child's, 
death was caused by any design of his : and for this purpose he 
did not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, but fell into tears 
also^ and exhibited a real confusion of soul, and perhaps his 
affections were overcome on this occasion, when he saw the 
child's countenance so young and so beautiful, although his death 
were supposed to tend to his own security; so far at least this 
grief served as to make some apology for him : and as for hb 
funeral, that he took care should be very magnificent, by making 
great preparation of a sepulchre to lay his body in, and providing 
a great quantity of spices, and burying many ornaments together 
with him ; till the very women, who were in such deep sorrow, 
were astonished at it, and received in this way some consolation. 
5. However, no such things could overcome Alexandra's 
grief, but the remembrance of this miserable case made her sor- 
row both deep and obstinate. Accordingly she wrote an ac- 
count of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, and how her son 
was murdered; but Cleopatra, as she had formerly been de- 
sirous to give her what satisfaction she could, and commiserating 
Alexandra's misfortunes, made the c^se her own, and would not 
let Antony be quiet, but excited him to punish the child's murder; 
for that it was an unworthy thing that Herod, who had been 
by him made king of a kingdom that no way belonged to hini| 
should be guilty of such horrid crimes against those that were of 
the roy^l blood in reality, Antony was persuaded by these ar* 
guments; and when he came to Laodicea, he sent and com- 
manded Herod to come and make his defence, as to what he 
had done to Aristobulus; for that such a treacherous design was 
not well done, if he had any hand in it. Herod was now in fear, 
both of the accusation, and of Cleopatra's ill will to him; which 
was such, that she was ever endeavouring to make Antony hate 
him. He therefore determined to obey his summons, for he had 
no possible way to avoid it: so he left his uncle Joseph procu-' 
ratbr fc>r hi? government, and for the public affairs; and gave him 
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a private charge, that if Antony should kill him, he also should 
kill Mariamoe immediately : for that he had a tender affection 
for this his wife, and was afraid of the injury that should be 
offered him^ if, after his death, she, for her beauty, should be 
engaged to some other man : but his intimation was nothing but 
this at the bottom, that Antony had fallen in love with her, 
when he had formerly heard somewhat of her beauty. So when 
Herod had given Joseph this charge, and had indeed no sure 
hopes of escaping with his life, he went away to Antony. 
. 6. But as Joseph was administering the public affairs of ihe 
kingdom, and for that reason was very frequently with Mariamne; 
both because his business required it, and because of the re- 
spects he ought to pay to the queen, he frequently let himself into 
discourses about Herod's kindness, and great affection towards 
her; and when the women, especially Alexandra, used to turn 
his discourses into feminine raillery, Joseph was so over desirous 
to demonstrate the king's inclinations that he proceeded so far as 
to mention the chaise he had received; and thence drew his de- 
monstration, that Herod was not able to live without her; and 
that if he should come to any ill end, he could not endure a 
separation from ber, even after he was dead. Thus spake 
Joseph. But the women, as was natural, did not take this to be 
an instance of Herod's strong affection for them, but of his 
severe usage of them, that they could not escape destruction, 
nor a tyrannical death, even when he was dead himself: and 
this saying [of Joseph's] was a foundation for the women's 
severe suspicions about him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the city Jerusalem, among 
Herod's enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod, and put him 
to death. This report^ as is natural, disturbed those that were 
about the palace, but chiefly the women: upon which Alexandra 
endeavoured to persuade Joseph to go out of the palace, and fly 
away with them to the ensigns of the Roman legion, which then 
lay encamped about the city, as a guard to the kingdom, under 
the command of Julius; for that by this means, if any distur- 
bance should happen about the palace, they should be in greater 
security, as having the Romans favourable to them; and that, 
besides, they hoped to obtain the highest authority, if Antony 
did but once see Mariamne, by whose means they should re- 
cover the kingdom, and want nothing which was reasonable for 
them to liope for, because of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midst of these deliberations, let- 
ters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and proved 
contrary to the report, and of what they before expected ; for 
when he was come to Antony, he soon recovered his interest 
with, him, by the presents be made him, which he had brought 
with him from Jerusalem, and he soon induced him, upon 
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discoarsiDg with hitn, to leave off his sndignatioD at him: so 
that Cleopatra's persuasions had less force than the arguments 
and presents he brought, to regain his friendship: for Antony 
said, that '' it was not good to require an account of a king, 
as to the affairs of his government; for at this rate he could 
be no king at all, but that those who had given him that autho- 
rity ought to permit him to make use of it." He also said the 
same things to Cleopatra, that it would be best for her not busily 
to meddle with the acts of the king's government Herod wrote 
an account of these things; and ^'enlarged upon the other 
honours which he had received from Antony : how he sat by 
him at his hearing causes, and took his diet with him every day, 
and that he enjoyed those favours from him, notwithstanding 
the reproaches that Cleopatra so severely laid against him, who, 
having a great desire of his country, and earnestly entreating An* 
tony fiiat the kingdom might be given to her, laboured with her 
utmost diligence to have him out of the way; but that he still 
found Antony just to him, and had no longer any apprehensions 
of hard treatment from him ; and that he was soon upon his re- 
turn, with a firmer additional assurance of his favour to him, in 
his reigning and managing public affairs; and that there was no 
longer any hopes for Cleopatra's covetous temper, since Antony 
had given her Celesyria instead of what she desired ; by which 
means he had at once pacified her, and got clear of the entreaties 
which she made him, to have Judea bestowed upon her. 

9. When these letters were brought, the women left off their 
attempt for flying to the Romans, which they thought of while 
Herod was supposed to be dead; yet was not that purpose of 
theirs a secret: but when the king had conducted Antony on 
his way against the Parthians, he returned to Judea, when both 
his sister Salome and his mother informed him of Alexandra's 
intentions* Salome also added somewhat farther against Joseph, 
though it were no more than a calumny, that he had often had 
criminal conversation with Mariamne. The reason of her say- 
ing so was this, that she for a long time bare her ill will; for 
when they had differences with one another, Mariamne took 
great freedoms, and reproached the rest for the meanness of 
their birth. But Herod, whose affection to Mariamne was aU 
ways very warm, was presently disturbed at this, and could 
not bear the torjnents of jealousy; butwas still restrained from 
doing any rash thing to her by the love he had for her : yet did 
his vehement affection and jealousy together make him. ask 
Mariamne by herself about this matter of Joseph; but she 
denied it upon her oath, and said all that an innocent woman 
could possibly say in her own defence; so that by little and 
little the king was prevailed upon to drop the suspicion, and 
left off his anger at her; and being overcome with his passion 
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for his wife, he made ao apology to her for having seemed to 
believe what he had heard about her, and returned her a great 
many acknowledgments of her modest behaviour and professed 
the extraordinary affection and kindness he had for her, till at 
lasti as is usual between lovers, they both fell into tears, and em« 
braced one another with a most tender affection. But as the 
king gave more and more assurances of his belief of her fidelity, 
and endeavoured to draw her to a like confidence in him, 
Mariamne said, ^^ Yet was not that command thou gavest, that 
if any harm came to thee from Antony, I, who had been no oc- 
casion of it, should perish with thee, a sign of thy love to me/* 
When these words were fallen from her, the king was shocked at 
them, and presently let her go out of his arms, and cried out, 
and tore his hair with his own hands, and said that now he had 
an evident demonstration that Joseph had had criminal conversa- 
tion with his wife; for that he would never have uttered what 
he bad told him alone by himself, unless there had been such a 
great familiarity and firm confidence between them/' And while 
he was in this passion he had like to have killed his wife; but, 
being still overborne by his love to her, he restrained this his 
passion, though not without a lasting grief, and disquietness of 
mind. However, he gave order to slay Joseph, without per- 
mitting him to come into his sight: and as for Alexandra, he 
bound her, and kept her in custody as the cause of all this mis^ ^ 
chief. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Cleopatra^ when she had gotten from Antony some Parts 
ofjudea and Arabia, came into Judea; and how Herod gave 
her many Presents, and conducted her on her Way back to 
Egypt. 

& 1 , Now at this time the affairs of Syria were in confusion by 
Cleopatra's constant persuasions to Antony to make an attempt 
upon every body's dominions; for she persuaded him to take 
those dominions away from their several princes, and bestow 
them upon her; and she had a mighty influence upon him, by 
reason of his being enslaved to her by his affections. She was 
also by nature very covetous, and stuck at no wickedness. She 
had already poisoned her brother, because she knew that he 
was to be king of Egypt, and this when he was but fifteen years 
old: and she got her sister Arsinoe to be. slain by the means of 
Antony, when she was a suppliant at Diana's temple at Ephesus; 
for if there were but any hopes of getting money, she would 
violate both temples and sepulchres. Nor was there any holy 
place, that was esteemed the most inviolable, from which she 
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would not fetch the ornaments it had in it; nor any |>]ace so 
proftine, but was to suffer the most flagitious treatment possible 
from her^ if it could but contribute somewhat to the covetous 
humour of this kicked creature : yet did not all this suffice so 
extravagant a woman, who was a slave to her lusts^ but she still 
imagined that she wanted every thing she could think of, and did 
her utmost to gain it ; for which reason she hurried Antony on 
perpetually to deprive others of their dominions, and give them 
to her. And as she went over Syria with him, she contrived to 

!;et it into her possession ; so he slew Lysanias, the son of Pto- 
emy, accusing him of his bringing the Parthians upon those 
countries. She also petitioned Antony to give her Judea and 
Arabia; and, in order thereto, desired him to take these countries 
away from their present governors. As for Antony, he was so 
entirely overcome by this woman that one would not think her 
conversation only could do it^ but that he was some way or other 
bewitched to do whatsoever she would have him; yet did the 
grossest parts of her injustice make him so ashamed that he 
would not always hearken to her, to do those flagrant enormities 
she would have persuaded him to. That therefore he might not 
totally deny her, nor, by doing every thing that she enjoined him, 
appear openly to be an ill man, he took some parts of each of 
those countries away from their former governors, and gave 
them to her. Thus he gave her the cities that were within the 
river Eleutberus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre and Sidon, 
which he knew to have been free cities from their ancestors, 
. although she pressed him very often to bestow those on her 
also. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had accom- 
panied Antony in his expedition to Armenia, as far as Euphrates, 
she returned back, and came to Apamia and Damascus, and passed 
on to Judea, where Herod met her, and farmed of her her parts 
of Arabia, and those revenues that came to her from the region 
about Jericho. This country bears that balsam which is the most 
precious drug that is there, and grows there alone. The place 
bears also palm trees, both many in number, and those excellent 
in their kind. When she was there, and was very often with Herod, 
she endeavoured to have criminal conversation with the king: nor 
did she affect secrecy in the indulgence of such sort of plea- 
sures; and perhaps she had in some measure a passion of love 
to him, or rather, what is most probable, she laid a treacherous 
snare for him, by aiming to obtain such adulterous conversation 
from him : howeyer, upon the whole, she seemed overcome with 
love to him. Now Herod had a great while bonie no good 
will to Cleopatra, as knowing that she was a woman irksome to 
all; and at that time he thought her particularly worthy of his 
hatred, if this attempt proceeded out of lust: he had also tlioughl 
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of preventing her intrigues, by putting her to death, if siich were 
her endeavours. However, he refused to comply with her pro- 
posals, and called a council of his friends to consult with them, 
'' Whether he should not kill her, now he had her in his power? 
for that he should thereby deliver all those from a multitude of 
evils to whom she was already become irksome, and was expected 
to b^ still so for the time to come; and that this very thing would 
be much for the advantage of Antony himself, since she would 
certainly not be faithful to him, in case any such season or neces- 
sity should come upon him as that he should stand in need of 
her fidelity.'' But when he thought to follow this advice, his 
friends would not let him; and told him, ^^in the first place, it 
was not right to attempt so great a thing, and run himself there- 
by into the utmost danger: and they laid hard at him, and 
begged of him to undertake nothing rashly; for that Antony 
.would never bear it, no not though any one should evidently lay 
before his eyes that it was for his own advantage; and that the 
appearance of depriving him of her conversation by this violent 
and treacherous method, would probably set his affections more 
on a flame than before. Nor did it appear that he could offer 
any. thing of tolerable weight in his defence, this attempt being 
against such a woman as was of the highest dignity of any of 
her sex at that time in the world: and as to any advantage to be 
expected from such an undertaking, if any such could be sup- 
posed in this case, it would appear to deserve condemnation, oil 
account of the insolence he must take upon him in doing it. 
Which considerations made it very plain that in so doing he 
would find his government filled with mischiefs, both great and 
lasting, both to himself and his posterity: whereas it was still in 
his power to reject that wickedness she would persuade him to, 
and to come off honourably at the same time/' So by tfaui 
affrighting Herod, and representing to him, the hazard he must, 
in aU probability, run by this undertaking, they restrained him 
from it. So he treated Cleopatra kindly, and made her present^^ 
and conducted her on her way to Egypt. 

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabazes, the son 
of Tigranes,in bonds, with his children and procurators, to Egypt, 
and made a present of them, and of all the royal ornaments which 
he bad taken out of that kingdom to Cleopatra. And Artaxias, 
the eldest of his sons, who had escaped at that time, took the 
kingdom of Armenia ; who yet was ejected by Archelaus and 
Nero Caesar, when they restored Tigranes, his younger bro^er^ 
to that kingdom: but this happened a good while afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod was to pay Cleo. 
patra for that country which Antony had given her, he acted fairly 
with her, as deeming it not safe for him to afford any cause for 
Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of Arabia^ whose tribute 
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Herod bad undertaken to pay her; for some time indeed he paid 
faioi as much as came to two hundred talents; but he afterward 
became very niggardly, and slow in his payments, and could 
hardly be brought to pay some parts of it, and M'as not wilHng 
to pay even them without some deductions. 

CHAP. V. 

How Herod made War with the King of Arabia^ and, after they 
had fought many Battles, at length conquered him, and m» 
cho$en by the Arais to be Governor of that Nation: as also 
concerning a great Earthquake. 

^ 1. Hereupon Herod held himself ready to go againrt the 
king, of Arabia, because of hia ingratitude to him, and because, 
after all, be would do nothing that was just to him, although 
Herod made the Roman war an occasion of delayh^ his own; 
for the battle at Actium was now expected, which fell into the 
hundred eighty and seventh olympiad, where Cnsar and Antony 
were to fight for the supreme power of the world; but Herod^ 
having enjoyed a country that was very fruitful, and that now for 
a long Ume» and having received great taxes, and raised great 
•rmies therewith, got together a body of men, and carefully fur^ 
nisbed them widi all necessaries, and designed them as auxiliaries 
for Aatony : but Antony said be had no want of his assistance ; 
but he commanded him to punish the king of Arabia ; for he had 
heard, both from him and from Cleopatra, how pecfidioos he was; 
for ttus was what Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her own 
advant^e that these two. kings should do one another as great 
mischief as possible. Upon this message from Antony^ Herod 
returned back ; but kept his army with him, in order to invade 
Arabia immediately. So when his army of horsemen and foot^ 
men was ready, he marched, to Diospolis, whither the Arabians 
came also to meet them, for they were not unapprised of this 
war that was coming upon them; and, after a great battle had 
been fought, the Jews had the victory: but afterward there were 
gotten together another numerous army of the Arabians, at Cana, 
which are places of Celesyria. Herod was informed of this be^ 
forehand ; so he came marching against them with the greatest 
part of the forces he had ; and wh^a he was come tiear to Cana, 
be resolved to encamp himself, and he cast up a bulwark^ that 
be might take a proper season for attacking the enemy; but as 
he was giving those orders, the multitude of the Jews cried out 
that he should make no delay, but lead them against the Ara- 
bians. They went with great spirit, as believing they were io 
very good order, and those especially were so that had been in the 
iormet battle, and had been conquerors, and had not permitted 
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their enemies ao much as to come to a cIo«e fight witb ihem. 
And when they were so tumultuoiiSy and showed such great ala- 
crity, the king resolved to make use of that zeal the multitude 
then exhibited ; and when he had assured them he would not be 
behindhand with them in courage, he led them on^ and stood be- 
fore them all in his armour, all the regiments following him in 
their several ranks : whereupon a consternation foil upon the Ara- 
bians; for when they perceived that the Jews were not to be 
conquered, and were foil of spirit, the greater part of them ran 
away, and avoided fighting ; and they had been quite destroyed^ 
had not Athenio fallen upon the Jews, and distressed them ; for 
this man was Cleopatra's general over the soldiers she had there, 
and was at enmity with Herod, and very wistfully looked on to 
see what the event of the battle would be : he had also resolved, 
that in case the Arabians did an^ thing that was brave and suc- 
cessful, he would lie still; but in case they were beaten, as it 
really happened, he would attack the Jews with those forces he 
had of his own, and with those that the country had gotten toge« 
tker for him : so be fell upon the Jews unexpectedly^ when they 
were fatigiied,and thought they had already vanquished the enemy^ 
and made a great slaughter of them : for as the Jews had spent 
their courage upon their known enemies, and were about to en«* 
joy themselves in quietness after their victory, they were easily 
beaten by these that attacked them afresh : and in particular re« 
ceived a great loss in places where the horses could not be of 
servif^, and which were very stony, and where those that attacked 
them were better acquainted with the places than themselves* 
And when the Jews nad suffered this loss, the Arabians raised 
their spirits after their defeat, and, returning back again, slew 
those that were already pot to flight ; and indeed all sorts of 
alttttghter were now frequent, and of those that escaped a few 
only, returned into the camp. So king Herod^ when he despaired 
of the battle, rode up to them to bring them asMstance; yet did 
he not come time enough to do them any service, though he 
laboured hard to do it ; but the Jewish camp was taken, so that 
the Arabians had unexpectedly a most glorious success, having 
gained that victory which of themselves they were no way likely 
to have gained, and slaying a great part of the enemy^s army : 
whence afterward Herod could only act like a private robber, 
and make excursions upon many parts of Arabia, and distress 
dian by sudden incursions, while he encamped among the moun« 
tains, and avoided by any means to come to a pitched battle ; 
yet did he greatly harass the enemy by his assiduity, and the hard 
labour he took in this matter. He also took great care of his 
own forces, and used all the means he could to restore his afiairs 
to their old state. 
2. At this time it was that the fight happened at Actium, be^ 
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tweeD Octavius Caesar and Antony, in the seventh* year of the' 
reign of Herod ; and then it was also that there was an earths 
quake in Judea, such a one as had not happened at any other 
time^ and which earthquake brought a great destruction upon the 
cattle in that country. About ten thousand men also perished by 
the fall of houses : but the army, which lodged in the field, re- 
ceived no damage by this sad accident. When the Arabians were 
informed of this, and when those that hated the Jews, and pleased 
themselves with aggravating the reports, told them of it, they 
raised their spirits, as if their enemy's country was quite over- 
thrown, and the men were utterly destroyed, and thought there 
now remained nothing that could oppose them. Accordingly, 
they took the Jewish ambassadors, who came to them after all 
this' had happened, to make peace with them, and slew them, 
and came with great alacrity against their army ; but the Jews 
durst not withstand them, and were so cast down by the calami- 
ties they were under, that they took no care of their afiairs, but 
gave up themselves to despair; for they had no hope that they 
should be upon a level with them again in battles, nor obtain 
any assistance elsewhere, while their affairs at home were in such 
great distress also. When matters were in this condition, the 
king persuaded the commanders by his words, and tried to raise 
their spirits, which were quite sunk ; and first he endeavoured 
to encourage and embolden some of the better sort beforehand, 
and then ventured to make a speech to the multitude, which he 
had before avoided to do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat, 
because of the misfortunes which had happened ; so' he made a 
consolatory speech to the multitude, in the manner following: 

3. ^^ You are not unacquainted, my fellow-soldiers, that we 
have had not long since many accidents that have put a stop to 
what we are about; and it is probable, that even those that are 
most distinguished above oAers for their courage can hardly keep 
up their spirits in such circumstances : but since we cannot avoM 
fighting, and nothing that hath happened is of such a nature bat 
it may by yourselves be recovered into a good state, and this by 
one brave action only well performed, 1 have proposed to myseif 
both to give you some encouragement, and, at the same time^ 
some information, both which parts of my design will tend to 
this point, that you may still continue in your own proper forti- 
tude. I will then, in the first place, demonstrate to you, that 
this war is a just one on our side, and that on this account it is a 
war of necessity, and occasioned by the injustice of our adver- 

* The reader is here to take notice, that this seventh year of the reign of He* 
rod, and all the other years of his reign, in Joseph us, are dated from the death 
of Antigonus, or at the soonest from the conquest of Antigonus, and the takiBg 
of Jerusalem a few months before, and never from his first obtaining the king- 
dom at Rome above three years before, as some have very weakly and injudi- 
ciously done. 
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saries; for if you be once satisfied of this, it will be a real 
cause of alacrity to you : after which I will farther demonstrate 
that the misfortunes we are under are of no great consequence, 
and that we have the greatest reason to hope for victory. I shall 
begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves as witnesses to what 
I shall say. You are not ignorant certainly of the wickedness 
of the Arabians, which is to that degree as to appear incredible 
to all other men, and to include somewhat that shows the gross- 
est barbarity and ignorance of God. Their chief things wherein 
. they have affronted us have arisen from covetousness and envy, 
and they have attacked us in an insidious manner, and on the 
sudden. And what occasion is there for me to mention many 
instances of such their procedure ? When they were in danger 
of losing their own government of themselves, and of being 
slaves to Cleopatra, what others were they that freed them from 
that fear? For it was the friendship I had with Antony, and the 
Jcind disposition he was in towards us, that hath been the occasion 
that even these Arabians have not been utterly undone ; Antony 
being unwilling to undertake any thing which might be suspected 
by us of unkindness: but when he had a mind to bestow some 
parts of each of our dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed 
that matter so, that by giving him presents of my own, I might 
obtain security to both nations, while I undertook myself to an- 
swer for the money, and gave him two hundred talents, and be- 
came surety for those two hundred more, which were imposed 
upon the land that was subject to this tribute: and this they 
have defrauded us of, although it was not reasonable that 
Jews should pay tribute to any man living, or allow part of their 
land to be taxable ; but although that was to be, yet ought we 
not to pay tribute for these Arabians, whom we have ourselves 
preserved ; nor is it fit that they who have professed, and that 
with great integrity and sense of our kindness, that it is by our 
means that they keep their principality, should injure us, and de- 
prive us of what is our due ; and this while we have been still 
not their enemies but their friends. And whereas observation 
of covenants takes place among the bitterest enemies, but among 
•friends is absolutely necessary, this is not observed among these 
men, who think gain to be the best of all things, let it be by any 
means whatsoever ; and that injustice is no harm, if they may but 
get money by it. Is it therefore a question with you. Whether 
the unjust are to be punished or not? when God himself hath 
declared his mind that So it ought to be, and hath commanded 
that we ever should hate injuries an4 injustice ; which is not only - 
just but necessary in wars between several nations : for these 
Arabians have done what both the Greeks and barbarians own 
to be an instance of the grossest wickedness, with regard to our 
ambassadors, which they have beheaded, while the Greeks de- 
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clare that sucli ambassadors*" are saored and in^olable. And 
for ourselves, we have learned from God the most excellent of 
our doctrines, and the niost holy part of our law by angels^ or 
ambassadors; for this name brings God to the knowledge of 
mankind, and is sufficient to reconcile enemies one to another. 
What wickedness then can be greater than the slaughter of am- 
bassadors, who come to treat about doii^ wliat is right ? And 
when such have been their actions^ how is it passible they can 
either live securely in common life, or be successful in war } In 
my opinion this is impossible. But perhaps some will say, that 
what is holy and what is righteous is indeed on our side, but 
that the Arabians are either more courageous or more numerous 
than we are. Now, as to this, in the first place, it is not fit 
for us to say so ; for with whom is what is righteous, with them 
is God himself; now, where God is, there is both multitade and 
courage. But to examine our own circumstances a littJe : we 
were conquerors in the first battle; and when we fought again, 
they were not able to oppose ns, but ran away, and could not 
endure our attacks or our courage ; but when we had conquered 
them, then came Athenion, and made war against us without 
declaring it ; and pray, is this an instance of their manhood ? 
or is it not a second instance of their wickedness and treachery i 
Why are we therefore of less courage, on account of that which 
ought to inspire us with stronger hopes; and why are we tenri- 
fied at these, who, when they fight upon the level, are continually 
beaten ; and when they seem to be conquerors, they gain it by 
wickedness F And if we suppose that any one should dieem them 
to be. men of real courage, will not he be excited by that very 
consideration to do his utmost against th^n? for true valour is 
not shown by fighting against weak persons, but in being able 
to overcome the most hardy. But then, if the distresses we 
are ourselves under, and the miseries that have come by the earth* 

Suafke, have affrighted any one, let him consider in ^he first place 
lat this very thing will deceive the Arabians, by their supposal 
ithat what hath befallen us is greater than it really is. Moreover 
it is not right that the same thing that emboldens them should 
discourage ns ; for these men, you see, do not derive their ala* 
crity from any advantageous virtue of their own, but from their 
hope as to us, that we are quite <:ast down by our misfortunes : 
but when we boldly march against them, we shall soon pull down 
their insolent conceit of themselves, and shall gain this by at- 
tacking them, that they will not be so insolent when we come to 
the battle ; for our distresses are not so great, nor is what hath 

* Herod says here, that as ambassadors were sacred when they carried mes- 
sages to others, so did the laws of the Jews derive a sacred aothority by being 
delivered from God by angels [or divine ambassadors'] ^ w'hich is St. Paul's ex- 
pression about the same laws, Ga\, iii. 19 ; Heb. ii. 2. 
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happened an indication of the ang^ of God against U3, as some 
imagLoe ; for such tluugs are accidental, and adversities that come 
in the usual course of things : and if we allow that this was done 
by the will of God, we must allow that it is now over by his will 
•also ; and tliat he is satisfied with what hath already happened ; 
/or had he been willing to afQict us still more thereby, he had 
pot changed his mind so soon. And as for the war we are en- 
gaged in, he hath himself demonstrated, that he is willing it 
should go on, and that he Vnows it to be a just war; for while 
.some of the people in the country have perished^ all you who 
were in arms have aiuffered nothing, but are all preserved alive ; 
ivhereby God makes it plain to us, that if you had universally, 
with your children and wives, been in the army, it had come to 
pass, that you bsid >i;iqC undergone any thing thaA would have much 
hurt you. Consider these things, and wliat is more than all U>e 
rest, that you have God at all times for your protector ; and pro- 
secute these men with a just bravery, who, in point of friendship 
are unjust, in tlieir battles perfidious, towards ambassadors .im- 
pious, and always inferior to you in valour." 

4. When the Jews heard this speech they were much raised 
ill their minds, and more disposed tQ fight than before. So 
Herod, when he had offered the sacrifices'*^ appointed by the 
law, fnade haste, and took them, and led them against tl;ie Ara- 
. bisons ; and in order io that passed ovej Jordan, and pitched his 
• camp iiei^ to that of the enemy. He also thought fit to seize 
upon a certain castle that lay in the midst of them, as hoping it 
would be for his advantage, and would the sooner produce a 
.battle; and that if there were occasion for delay, he should by 
it have his camp fortified. And as the Arabians had the same 
intentions upon th^t place, a contest arose about it: at first they 
were but skirmishes, after which there came more soldiers, and 
it proved a sqrt of fight^and some fell on both si^e?, till those 
.pf the Arabian side were beaten, and retreated. This was no 
.Sfiuall encouragement to the Jews immediately ; and when Herod 
observed that the enemy's army were disposed to any thing .rathei* 
than to coqie to an engagement, he ventured boldly to attempt 
ihe bulwark itself, and to puH it to pieces^ and so to get j^iearer 

* This piece of religion, the supplicating God with sacrifices, by Herod, be- 
fore he went to this fight with the Arabians, taken notice of also in the first book 
Of the War, ch. six. sect. 6, is worth remarking, because it is the only example 
jof this nfitore, so far as I remember, that Josepbu^ ever mentions in all his large 
Tand particular accounts of this Herod: and it was when he had been in mighty 
distress, and discouraged by a great defeat of bis former army, and by a very 
great Earthquake in Judea; sucn times of aflliction makiog.men most religious: 
.nor was he disappointed of his hopes here, but immediately gained a mo^t sig- 
nal victory over the Arabians; while they who just before had been so great vic- 
tors, and so much elevated upon the earthquake in Judea as to venture to slay 
the Jewish ambassadors, were now under a strange consternation, and hardly 
able to fight at all. 
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ta their camp, in order to fight them ^; for when they were forced 
out of their trenches, they went out in disorder, and had not the 
least akcrity, or hope of victory : yet did they fight hand to hand, 
because they were more in number than the Jews, and because 
they were in such a disposition of war that they were under a 
necessity of coming on boldly ; so they came to a terrible bat- 
tle, while not a few fell on each side. However, at length the 
Arabians fled ; and so great a slaughter was made upon their 
being routed, that they were not only killed by their enemies, 
but became the authors of their own deaths also, and were trod- 
den down by the multitude, and the great current of people in 
disorder, and were destroyed by their own armour; so five thou- 
sand men lay dead upon the spot, while the rest of the multitude 
soon ran within the bulwark [for safety], but had no firm hope 
of safety, by reason of their want of necessaries, and especially 
of water. The Jews pursued them ; but could not get in with 
them, but sat round about the bulwark, and watched any assist- 
ance that would get into them, and prevented any there, that had 
a mind to it, from running away. 

5. When the Arabians were in these circumstances, they sent 
ambassadors to Herod, in the first place to propose terms of ac- 
commodation ; and after that to offer him, so pressing was their 
thirst upon them, to undergo whatsoever he pleased, if he would 
free them from their present distress ; but he would admit of no 
ambassadors, of no price of redemption, nor of any other mode- 
rate terms whatever, being very desirous to revenge those unjust 
actions which they had been guilty of towards his nation. So 
they were necessitated by other motives, and particularly by their 
thirst, to come out, and deliver themselves up to him, to be carried 
away captives; and in five days' time, the number of four thou- 
sand were taken prisoners, while all the rest resolved to make a 
sally upon their enemies, and to fight it out with them ; choos- 
ing rather, if so it must be, to die therein, than to perish gradu^ 
ally and ingloriously. When they had taken this resolution, 
they came out of their trenches, but could no way sustain the 
fight, being too much disabled, bott]i in mind and body, and 
having not room to exert themselves, and thought it an advan. 
tage to be killed, and a misery to survive : so at the first onset 
there fell about seven thousand of them ; after which stroke they 
let all the courage they had put on before fall, and stood amazed 
at Herod's warlike spirit under his own calamities; so for the fu- 
ture they yielded, and made him ruler of their nation ; whereupon 
he was greatly elevated at so seasonable a success, and returned 
home, taking great authority upon him, on account of so bold 
and glorious an expedition as he had made. 
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CHAP. VI. 

How Herod slew HyrcanuSy and then hasted away to C^Bsarj 
and obtained the Kingdom from him also : and how, a little 
while afterward, he entertained Ctesar in a most honourable 
Manner. 

§ ] . Herod's other affairs were now very prosperous : and he 
was not to be easily assai^ted on any side. Yet did there come 
upon him a danger that would hazard his entire dominions, after 
Antony had been beaten at the battle of Actium by Csesar [Oc- 
tavian]-; for at that time both Herod's enemies and friends 
despaired of his affairs; for it was not probable that he would 
remain without punishment, who had showed so much friendship 
for Antony. So it happened that his friends despaired, and had 
no hopes of his escape; but for his enemies, they all outwardly 
appeared to be troubled at his case, but were privately very glad 
of It, as hoping to obtain a change for the better. As for Herod 
himself, he saw that there was n6 one of royal dignity left but 
Hyrcanus, and therefore he thought it would be for his advan- 
tage not to suffer him to be an obstacle in his way any longer; for. 
that in case he himself survived, and escaped the danger be was 
in, he thought it the safest way to put it out of the power of 
such a man to make any attempt against him, at sucb junctures 
of affairs, as was more worthy of the kingdom than himself: 
and in case he should be slain by Caesar, his envy prompted him 
to desire to slay him that would otherwise be king after him. 

2. While Herod had these things in his mind, there was a 
certain occasion afforded him ; for Hyrcanus was of so mild a 
temper, both then and at other times, that he desired not to med- 
dle with public affairs, nor to concern himself with innovations, 
but left all to fortune, and contented himself with what that 
afforded him : but Alexandra [his daughter] was a lover of strife, 
and was exceeding desirous of a change of the government, and 
spake to her father not to bear for ever Herod's injurious treat- 
ment of their family, but to anticipate their future hopes, as he 
safely might; and desired him to write about those matters to 
Malchus, who was then governor of Arabia, to receive them, and 
to secure them [from Herod] ; for that if they went away, and 
Herod's affairs proved to be as it was likely they would be, by 
reason of Caesar's enmity to him, they should then be the only 
persons that could take the government ; and this, both on ac- 
count of the royal family they were of, and on account of the 
good disposition of the multitude to them. While she used these 
persuasions, Hyrcanus put off her suit ; but as she showed that 
she was a woman, and a contentious woman too, and. would 
not desist either night or day, but would always be speaking to 
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liitn about these matters, and about Herod's treacherous designs, 
she at last prevailed with him to intrust Dositheus^ one of his 
friends, with a letter^ wherein his resolution was declared ; and 
be desired the Arabian governor to send to him some horsemen, 
who should receive him and conduct him to the lake Asphal- 
tites, which is from the bounds of Jerusalem three hundred fur- 
longs; and he did therefore trust Dositheus with this letter, 
because he was a careful attendant on him and on Alexandra, 
find had no small occasions to bear ftl will to Herod : for he 
was a kinsman of one Joseph whom he had slain, and a brother 
of those that were formerly slain at Tyre by Antony; yet could 
not these motives induce Dositheus to serve Hyrcanus in this 
difair ; for, preferring the hopes he had from the present king tof 
those he had from him, he gave Hefod the letter. So he took 
his kindness in good part^ and bid him besides do what he had 
already done; that is, go on in serving him, by rolling up the 
epistle and sealing it again, and delivering it to Malchus ; and 
then to bring back his letter in answer to it ; for it would be 
niuch better if he could know Malchus's intentions also. And 
when Dositheus was very ready to serve him in this point also, 
the Arabian governor returned back for answer, that he would 
receive Hyrcanus, and all that should come with him, and even 
all the Jews that were of his party : that he would moreover send 
forces sufficient to secure them in their jotimey,. and that he 
should be in no want of any thing he should desire. Now as 
soon as Herod had received this letter, he immediately sent for 
Hyrcanus, and questioned him about the league he had made 
with Malchus : and when he denied it, he showed his letter to 
the sanhedrim, and put the niaii to death immediately. 

3. And this account we give the reader, as it is contained in 
the commentaries of king Herod : but other historians do not 
agree with them ; for they suppose that Herod did not find, but 
rather make, this an occasion for thus putting him to death, and 
that by treacherously laying a snare for him ; for thus do they 
write : that Herod dnd he weie once dt a treat, and that Herod 
had given no occasion to suspect [that he was displeased at him], 
but piit this question to Hyrcatius, whether he had received any 
letters from Malchus? And when he answered, that he had re- 
ceived letters, but those of salutation only : and when he asked 
farther, whether lie had not received any presents from him? atid 
when he had replied, that he had received no more than four 
horses to ride on, which Malchus had sent him. And they pre* 
tend that Herod charged these things upon him k^ the crimes of 
bribery and treason, and gave order that he shotild be led away and 
slain. And in order to demonstrate that he had been gtiilty of 
no offence, when he was thus brought to his end, they alleged 
how mild his temper had been^ dnd that even in his youth he 
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bad never given any demonstration of boldness or rashness; and 
tbat the case was the same when he came to be king, but that he 
even then committed the management of the greatest part of pub- 
lic afiairs to Antipater ; and &at he was now above four-score 
years old^ and knew that Herod's government was in a secure 
state. He also came over Euphrates, and left those who greatly 
honoured him beyond tbat river, though he were to be entirely 
under Herod's government, and that it was a most incredible 
thing that he should enterprise any thing by way of innovation, 
and not at all agreeable to his temper ; but that this was a plot 
of Herod's own contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyf canus ; and thus did he end 
his life, after he had endured various and manifold turns of his 
fortune in his lifetime : for he was made high priest of the Jew- 
ish nation in the beginning of bis mother Alexandra's reign, who 
held the government nine years : and when, after his mother's 
death, he took the kingdom himself, and held it three months, 
he lost it by the means of his brother Aristobulus. He was then 
restored by Pompey, and received all sorts of honour from him, 
and enjoyed them forty years ; but when he was again deprived 
by Antigonus, and was maimed in his body, he was made a cap- 
tive by the Parthians, and thence returned home again after some 
time, on account of the hopes that Herod had given him ; none 
of which came to pass according to his expectation; but he still 
conflicted with many misfortunes through the whole course of 
his life ; and what was the heaviest calamity of all, as we have 
related already, he came to an end which was undeserved by him. 
His character appeared to be that of a man of a mild and mode- 
rate disposition, and suffered the administration of affairs to be 
generally done by others under him. He was averse to much 
meddling with the public, nor had shrewdness enough to govern 
a kingdom: and both Antipater and Herod came to their great- 
ness by reason of his mildness ; and at last he met with such an 
end from them as was not agreeable either to justice or piety. 

5. Now Herod, as soon as he had put Hyrcanus out of the 
way, made haste to Caesar; and becsAise he could not have any 
hopes of kindness from him, on account of the friendship he 
had for Antony, he had a suspicion of Alexandra, lest she should 
take this opportunity to bring the multitude to a revolt, and in- 
troduce a sedition into the affairs of the kingdom ; so he com-^ 
mitted the care of every thing to his brother Pheroras, and 
placed his mother Cypros, and his sister [Salome], and the 
whole family, at Massada ; and gave him a charge, that if he 
should hear any sad news about him, he should take care of the 
government : but as to Mariamne his wife, because of the mis- 
on<Ierstanding between her and his sister, and his sister's mother, 
which made it impossible for them to Hve together, he placed 
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her at Alexandi iuoiy with Alexandra her inother^ and left his 
treasurer Joseph, and Sohemus of ItuVea, to take care of that 
fortress. These two had been very faithful to him from the he- 
ginning, and were now left as a guard to the women. They also 
had it in charge, that if they should hear any mischief had be- 
fallen him, they should kill them both, and, as far as they were 
able, to preserve the kingdom for his sons, and for his brother 
Pheroras. 

6. When he had given them this charge, he made haste to 
Rhodes, to meet Caesar ; and when he had sailed to that city, 
he took off his diadem, but remitted nothing else of his usual 
dignity: and when, upon hb meeting him, he desired that he 
would let him speak to him, he therein exhibited a much more 
noble specimen of a great soul ; for he did not betake himself 
to supplications, as men usually do u^on such occasions, nor 
offered him any petition, as if he were an offender, but after an 
undaunted manner, gave an account of what he had done; for he 
spake thus to Caesar, that ^' he had the greatest friendship for 
Antony, and did every thing he could that he might attain the 
government : that he was not indeed in the army with him, be* 
cause the Arabians had diverted him, but that he had sent him 
both money and corn, which was but too little in comparison of 
what he ought to have done for him ; for, if a man owns him- 
self to be another's friend, and knows him to be a benefactor, 
he is obliged to hazard every thing, to use every faculty of his 
soul, every member of his body, and all the wealth he hath, for 
him ; in which I confess 1 have been too deficient. However, I 
. am conscious to myself, that so far I have done right, that I have 
not deserted him upon his defeat at Actium : nor upon the evi- 
dent change of his fortune have I transferred my hopes from him 
to another, but have preserved myself, though not as a valuable 
fellow-soldier, yet certainly as a faithful counsellor to Antony, 
when I demonstrated to him that the only way that he had to 
save himself, and not to lose all his authority, was to slay Cleo- 
patra ; for when she was once dead, there would be room for 
him to retain his authority, and rather to bring thee to make a 
composition with him, than to continue at enmity any longer. 
None of which advices would he attend to, but preferred his 
own rash resolutions before them; which have happened unpro- 
iitably for him, but profitably for thee. Now, therefore, in case 
thou deterniinest about me, and my alacrity in serving Antony, 
according to thy anger at him, I own there is no room for me to 
deny what I have done, nor will I be ashamed to own, and that 
publicly too, that I had a great kindness for him ; but if thou 
wilt put him out of the case, and only examine hpw I behave 
myself to my benefactors in general, and what sort of frientt I 
am, thou wilt find by experience that we shall do and be th.e sama- 
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to thyself; for it is but changing the names ^ and the firmness 
of friendship that we shall bear to thee will not be disapproved 
by thee" 

?• By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed Caesar 
the frankness of his mind, he greatly gained upon him, who \vas 
himself of a generous and magnificent temper, insomuch that 
those very actions Avhich were the foundation of the accusation 
against him, j)rocured him Caesar's good will. Accordingly he 
restored him his diadem again ; and encouraged him to exhibit 
himself as great a friend to himself as he had been to Antony ; 
and then had him in great esteem. Moreover, he added this, 
that Quintus Didius had written to him, that Herod had very 
readily assisted him in the afiair of the gladiators. So when he 
had obtained such a kind reception^ and bad, beyond all his 
hopes, procured his crown to be more entirely and firmly settled 
upon him than ever, by Caesar's donatioif, as well as by that de- 
cree of the Romans, which Caesar took care to procure for his 
greater security, he conducted Caesar on his way to Egypt, and 
made presents, even beyond his ability, to both him and his 
friends, and in general behaved himself with great magnanimity. 
He also desired that Caesar would not put to death one Alexan- 
der, who had been a companion of Antony's ; but Caesar had 
sworn to put him to death^ and so he could not obtain that his 
petition. And now he returned to Judea again with greater ho^ 
nour and assurance than ever, and affrighted those that had ex- 
pectations to the contrary, as still acquiring from his very dangers 
greater splendour than, before, by the favour of God to him. So 
he prepared for the reception of Caesar, as he was going out 
of Syria to invade Egypt ; and when he came, he entertained him 
at Ptolemais with all royal magnificence. He also bestowed 
presents on the army, and brought them provisions in abun- 
dance. He also proved to be one of Caesar's most cordial friends, 
and put the army in array, and rode along with Caesar^ and had 
a hundred and fifty men, well appointed in all respects, after a 
rich and sumptuous manner, for the better reception of him and 
his friends. He also provided them with what they should want, 
as they passed over the diy desert, insomuch that they lacked 
neither wine nor water, which last die soldiers stood in the great-* 
est need of; and besides, he presented Caesar with eight hundred 
talents, and procured to himself the good will of them all^ be- 
cause he was assisting to them in a much greater and more 
splendid degree than the kingdom he had obtained could afford ; 
by which means he more and more demonstrated to Caesar the 
firmness of his friendship, and his readiness to assist him; and 
what was of the greatest advantage to him was this, that his li^ 
berality came at a seasonable time also. And when they returned 
again out of Egypt, his assistances were no i/i'ay inferior to the 
good offices he had formerly done them. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How Herod slew Sohemus and Mariamne, and afterward Alex- 
andra and CostobaruSy and his most intimate Friends, and 
at last the Sons of Baba also. 

% 1. However, when he came into his kingdom ag^in, he found- 
bis house ali in disorder, and his wife Mariamne and her mother 
Alexandra very uneasy; for, as they supposed, what was easy 
to be supposed, that they were not put into that fortress [Alex- 
andrium] for the security of their persons, but as into a garri- 
son for their imprisonment, and that they had no power over 
any thing either of others or of their own affairs, they were very 
uneasy; and Mariamne, supposing that the king's love to her 
was but hypocritical, dnd radier pretended, as advantageous to 
himself, than real, she looked upon it as fallacious. She also 
was grieved that he would not allow her any hopes of surviving 
him, if he should come to any harm himself. She also recollected 
what commands he had formerly given to Joseph, insomuch that 
she endeavoured to please her keepers, and especially Sohemus, 
as well apprized how all was in his power. And at the first So. 
heinus was faithful to Herod, and neglected none of the things 
he had given him in charge; but when the women, by kind words 
and liberal presents, had gained hb affections over to them, he 
was by degrees overcome, and at length discovered to them ali 
the king's injunctions ; and this on that account principally, that 
he did not so much as hope he wouM come back with the same 
authority he had before; so that he thought he should both 
escape any danger from him, and supposed that he did hereby 
much gratify the women, who were likely not to be overlooked 
in the settling of the government; nay, that they would be able 
to make him abundant recompense, since they must either reign 
themselves, or be very near to him that should reign. He bad 
a farther ground of hope also, that though Herod should have all 
the success he could wish for, and should return again, he could 
not contradict his wife in what she desired, for he knew that 
the king's fondness for his wife was inexpressible. These were 
the motives that drew Sohemus to discover what injunctions 
had been given him. So Mariamne was greatly displeased to 
hear that there was no end to the dangers she was under from 
Herod, and was greatly uneasy at it, and wished that he might 
obtain no favours [from Caesar], and esteemed it almost an in- 
supportable task to live with him any longer ; and this she after- 
wards openly declared, without concealing her resentment. 

2. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the unexpected 
good success he had had ; and went first of all, as was pioper, 
to this his wife, and told her, and her only, the good news, as 
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preferring her before the rest^ on account of his fondness for 
her, and the intimacy there had been between them, and saluted 
her ; but so it happened, that as he told her of the good success 
he had had, she was so far from rejoicing at it, that she rather was 
sorry for it ; nor was she able to conceal her resentments ; but^ 
depending on her dignity^ and the nobility of her l»rth, in return 
for bis salutations she gave a groan ^ and declared evidently that 
she rather grieved than rejoiced at bis success; and this till 
Herod was disturbed at her, as affording him not only marks of 
her suspicion, but evident signs of her dissatisfaction. This 
much trouUed him, to see that this surprising hatred of his wife 
to him was not concealed but open ; and he took this so illy 
and yet was so unable to bear it, on account of the fondness he 
had for her^ that he could not continue long in any one mind ; 
but sometimes was angry at her, and sometimes reconciled him- 
self to her : but by always changing one passion for another, he 
was still in great uncertainty. And thus was he entangled be-* 
tween hatred and love, and was frequently disposed to inflict 
punishment on her for her insolence towards him : but being 
deeply in love with her in his soul, he was not able to get quit 
of this woman. In short, as he would gladly have her punished, 
so was he afraid lest, ere he was aware, he should, by putting 
her to death, bring a heavier punishment upon himself at the 
same time. 

3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived that he was in. 
this temper with regard to Mariamne, they thought they had 
now got an excellent opportunity to exercise their hatred against 
her, and provoked Herod to wrath by telling him such long 
stories and calumnies about her, as might at once excite his 
hatred and his jealousy. Now^ though he willingly enough 
heard their words, yet had not he courage enough to do any 
thing to her, as if he believed them ; but still he became worse 
and worse disposed to her; and these ill passions were more and 
more inflamed on both sides, while she did not hide her dispo- 
sition towards him, and he turned his love to her into wrath 
against her. But when he was just going to put this matter past 
all remedy, he heard the news that Caesar was the victor in the 
war, and that Antony and Cleopatra were both dead, and that 
he bad conquered Egypt ; whereupon he made haste to go to 
meet Csesar, and left the afihirs of his family in their present 
state. However, Mariamne recommended Sohemus to him, as 
he was setting out on his journey, and professed that she owed 
him thanks for the care he had taken of her, and asked of the 
king for him a place in the government ; upon which an honour- 
able employment was bestowed upon him accordingly. Now, 
when Herod was come into Egypt, he was introduced to Caesar 
with great freedom, as already a friend of his, and received very 
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great favoors from him ; for he made him a present of those four 
hundred Galatians who had been Cleopatra's guards, and re- 
stored that country to him again^ which by her means had been 
taken away from him. He also added to his kingdom, Gadara^ 
Hippos, and Samaria ; and besides those, the maritime cities^ 
Gaza, and Anthedon, and Joppa, and Strato's Tower. 

4. Upon these new acquisitions be grew more magnificent, 
and conducted Caesar as far as Antioch ; but upon his return, as 
much as his prosperity was augmented by the foreign additions 
that had been made him, so much the greater were the distresses 
that came upon him in his own family, and chiefly in the a&air 
of his wife, wherein he formerly appeared to have been most of 
all fortunate; for the affection he bad for Mariamne was no way 
inferior to the affections of such as are on that account cele- 
brated in history, and this very justly. As for her, she was in 
other respects a chaste woman, and faithful to him ; yet had she 
somewhat of a woman rough by nature, and treated her husband 
imperiously enough, because she saw he was so fond of her as 
to be enslaved to her. She did not also consider seasonably with 
herself, that she lived under a monarchy, ahd that she was at 
another's disposal, and accordingly would behave herself after a 
saucy manner to him, which yet he usually put off in a jesting 
way, and bore with moderation and good temper. She would 
expose his mother and his sister openly, on account of the mean-, 
ness of their birth ; and would speak unkindly of them, insomuch 
that there was before this a disagreement and unpardonable 
hatred among the women; and it was now come to greater 
reproaches of one another than formerly, which suspicions 
increased, and lasted a whole year after Herod returned from 
Caesar. However, these misfortunes, which had been kept under 
some decency for a great while, burst out all at once upon such 
an occasion as now offered ; for as the king was one day about 
tioon lain down on his bed to rest him, he called for Marianme, 
out of the great affection he had always for her. , She came in 
accordingly, bqt would not lie down by him : and when he was 
very desirous of her company, she showed her contempt of him; 
and added, by way of reproach, that he had caused her father 
and her brother "* to be slain. And when h^ took this injuiy 
very unkindly, and was ready to use violence to her in a preci- 
pitate manner, the king's sister Salome observing that he was 
more than ordinarily disturbed, sent in to the king his cupbearer, 
who had been prepared long beforehand for such a design, and 

* Whereas Mariamne is here represented as reproaching Herod with the 
murder of her father [Alexander], as well as her brother [Aristobulos], while it 
was her grandfather Hyrcanus, and not her father Alexander, whom he caused 
to be slain, (as Josephns himself informs us, ch. vi. sect. 2.) we must either take 
Zenora's reading, which is here grandfather rightly, or else we must, as before, , 
cb. i. sect. 1, allow a slip of Josepbus's pen or memory in the place before us. • 
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bid him tell the king how Mariamne had persuaded hitn, to give 
his assistance in preparing a love potion for him. And if be 
appear to be greatly concerned, and to ask what that love potion 
was, to tell him that she had the potion, and that he was desired 
only to give it him. But that in case he did not appear to be 
much concerned at this potion^ to let the thing drop ; and that 
if he did so, no harm should thereby come to him. When she 
had given him these instructions, she sent him in at this time to 
. make such a speech. So he went in after a composed manner, 
to gain credit to what he should say, and yet somewhat hastily, 
and said, that '^ Mariamne had given him presents, and persuaded 
him to give him a love 'potion.'^ And when this moved the king, 
he said, that ^' this love potion was a composition that she had 
given him whose effects he did not know ; which was the reason 
^f his resolving to give him this information, as the safest course 
he could take, both for himself and for the king." When Herod 
heard what he said, and was in an ill disposition before, his 
indignation grew more violent ; and he ordered that eunuch of 
Mariamne's who was most faithful to her, to be brought to tor- 
ture about this potion, as well knowing it was not possible that 
any thing small or great could be done without him. And when 
the man was under the utmost agonies, he could say nothing 
concerning the thfng he was tortured about ; but so far he knew, . 
that Mariamne^s hatred against him was occasioned by some^ 
what that Sohemus had said to her. Now as he was saying 
this, Herod cried out aloud, and said, that ** Sohemus, whb had 
been at all other times most faithful to him and to his govern* 
ment, would not have betrayed what injunctions he had given 
him, unless he had had a nearer conversation than ordinary with 
Mariamne." So he gave order that Sohemus should be seized 
on and slain immediately ; but he allowed his wife to take her 
trial ; and got together those that were most faithful to him, and 
laid an elaborate accusation against her for this love potion and 
composition, which hafd been charged upon her by way of 
calumny only. However, he kept no temper in what he «aid, 
and was in too great a passion forjudging w^U about this mat* 
ter. Accordingly, when the court was at length satisfied that he 
was so resolved, they passed the sentence of death upon her; 
but when the sentence was passed upon her, this temper was 
suggested by himself, and by some others of the court, that she 
"should not be thus hastily put to death, but be laid in prison in 
one of the fortresses belonging to the kingdom : but Salome and 
her party laboured hard to have the woman put to death; and 
they prevailed with the king to do so ; and advised this out of 
caution, lest the multitude should be tumultuous if she were suf- 
' fered to live ; and thus was Mariamne led to execution. 

5. When Alexandra observed how things wei^t, and that there 
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were somU hopes tbat iBbe heftelf $hoiild escape tbe like Ir^aU 
ineiit from Herod, abe changed her behaviour to quite the reverse 
of what might have been expected from her former boldoess, 
and this after a very indecent manner: for out of her desire to 
show how entirely ignorant she was of the crimes laid against 
Mariamne, she leaped out of lier place, and reproached Iter 
daughter in the hearing of all tbe p^ple, and cried out, th«jt 
*^ she had been an ill woman, and iiqgralef«l to her Imsband, apd 
that her punishment came justly «pon ber, for such berinsoient 
beliaviour; for that she had not made proper returns to bim 
who had been their eoa^ion benefactor/' Amd when «fae li^ 
for some time acted after lins hypocritical miimier, and had been 
so outrageous as to tear her hair, this indeceiMt and disaembiii^ 
behaviour, as was to be expected, w^s greatly condemned by the 
re&t of the spectators, ap it was principally by the poor wxmi$m 
who was to suffer ; for at the first she gave her not a wenrd, nor 
was discomposed at her peevishness, and on)y looked at her ; yet 
did she, out of a gre^ktness of soul, discovi&r ber concern for her 
.motUer^s offence^ and especially for hei* exjposti»g heretelf in a 
maimer so unbecoming her; but as for herself, abe went jto her 
:death with ^n unsbaken firmness of iiiiind, and withioiut changing 
the colour of her face, and thereby, evidently diiscovered ^ no- 
bility of her descent to the spectators, even in tte iast moments 
.Okf her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne; a woman sof an ex-ceUent .<Aa- 
racter, both for chastity and gteSLtnam of soul; ibtit. she ws^nted 
moderation, and had too niudi of contention in her nature-; yet 
had she all that can be said in the beauty of her body, and 
her niajestic appearance in conversation : and thence arose the 
greatest part of the oecasiems why she ^did not prove so agree- 
able to the kii^, nor live ao pleassi^tly with him as she might 
4Hherwise have done; for v^hile ^be was most indulgently uaed 
(by the king, out of his fondness for her, and did not e3|>ect that 
he could do any ibard thing to her, she to0k too unbounded a 
liberty. Morieover, that which most afflicted her was, what he 
Jiad done to her relations : and she ventured to apeak of all tbey 
'had suffered by him, and at last greatly provoked both the kipg's 
npkother and sister, till they became enemies to her ; and even he 
Jtimsolf ^Isd did the same, on whom alone she depended for her 
expectations of escaping the last of punishm^iils. 

,7. But when she was once dead, the Jcing'^ irffections tor her 
were kindled in a more outrageous manner than before, whose 
(old passion for her we have alceady described ; for his love to 
iher was .not of a calm nature, nor such as we usually meet with 
among other husbands; for at its commencement it was of an 
enthusiastic kind, nor was it bylbeir long cohabitation and/ree 
conversation together, brought under -his power to manage ; but 
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at this time hb love to Mariamne seemed toseijce him in such 
a peculiar maonej* as looked like divine veageance upon him for 
the taking away her life^ for he would frequently call ibr her, and 
frequently lament for her, in a most indecofit manner. More- 
over he bethought him of evei^ thing he could make use of to 
divert his mind from thinking of her, and contrived feasts and 
assemblies for that purpose, but nothing would suffice; he 
therefore laid aside the administration of public affairs, and was 
so far conquered by his passion, that he would order his servants 
to call for Mariamne, as if she were still alive, and could still 
hear them. And when he was in this way, there arose a pesti- 
iential dnease, and carried off the greatest part of the multitude, 
and of his best and most esteemed friends, and made all men 
suspect that this distemper was brought upon them by the anger 
of God, for the injustice that had been done to Mariamne. This 
circumstance affected the king still more, till at length he forced 
himself to go into 4esert places, and there, under pretence of 
going a hunting, bitterly afflicted himself; yet had he not borne 
his grief there many days before he fell into a most dangerous 
distemper himself: he bad an inflammation upon him, and a 
pain in the hinder part of his head, joined with madness : and 
for the remedies that were used, they did him no good at all, 
but proved contrary to his case, and so at length brought him 
4x> despair. All the physicians also that were about him, partly 
because the medicines they brought for his recovery could, not 
at all conquer the disease, and partly because his diet could be 
no other than what his disease inclined him to, desired him to 
eat whatever he had a mind to, and so left the small hopes they 
liad of his recovery in the power of that diet, and committed 
•him to fortune. And thus did his distemper go on while he was 
at Samaria, now called Sebaste. 

8. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jerusalem, and being 
informed of what condition Herod was in, she endeavoured to 
get possession of the fortified places that were about the city, 
which were two, the one belonging to the city itself^ the other 
lielonging to the temple ; and those that could get them into 
their hands had the whole nation under their power ; for with- 
out the command of th^ra it was not possible to offer their 
sacrifices ; and to think of leaving off those sacrifices is to every 
Jew plainly impossible, who are still more ready to lose their 
lives than to leave off that divine worship which they have been 
wont to pa)r unto God. Alexandra, therefore, discoursed with 
those that had the keeping of these strong holds, that it was 
poper for them to deliver the same to her, and to Herod^s sons, 
lest, upon his death, any other person should seize upcm the 
government ; and that upon his recovery, none could keep them 
.more safely for him than those of his own iamily. These words 
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were not by them at all taken in good part; and as they had 
been in former times faithful [to Herod], they resolved to con- 
tinue so more than ever, both because they hated Alexandra, 
and because they thought it a sort of impiety to despair of 
Herod's recovery while he was yet alive, for they had been his 
old friends ; and one of them, whose name was Achiabus, was 
bis cousin-german. They sent messengers therefore to acquaint 
him with Alexandra's design; so he made no longer delay, but 
gave orders to have her slain; yet was it still with difficulty, and 
after he had endured great pain, that he got clear of his distem- 
pen He was still sorely afflicted both in mind and body, and 
made very uneasy, and readier than ever upon all occasions to 
inflict punishment upon those that fell under his hand. He also 
slew the most intimate of his friends, Costobanis, Lysimachus^ 
and Gadias, who was called Antipaier; as also Dositbeus^ and 
that upon the following occasion : — , 

9. Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one of princi- 
pal dignity among them, and one whose ancestors had been 
priests to the Koze, whom the Idumeans had [formerly] esteemed 
as a god; but after Hyrcanus had made a change in Uieir poli- 
tical government, and made them receive the Jewish customs 
and law, Herod made Costobarus governor of Idumea and 
Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to wife; and this was 
upon the slaughter of [his uncle] Joseph, who had that govern- 
ment before, as we have related already. When Costobarus had 
gotten to be so highly advanced, it pleased him, and was more 
than he hoped for, and he was more and more puffed up by his 
good success^ and in a little while he exceeded all bounds, and 
did not think fit to obey what Herod, as their ruler, commanded 
him; or that the Idumeans should make use of the Jewish cus- 
toms, or be subject to them. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, 
and informed her that the Idumeans had been always under her 
progenitors, and that for the same reason it was but just that 
she should desire that country from him of Antony, for that he 
was ready to transfer his friendship to her; and this he did, not 
because he was better pleased to be under Cleopatra's govern- 
ment, but because he thought that, upon the diminution of 
Herod's power, it would not be difficult for him to obtain him- 
self the entire government over the Idumeans, and somewhat 
more also; for he raised his hopes still higher, as having no 
small pretences, both by his birth and by these riches which he 
had gotten by his constant attention to filthy lucre ; and accord- 
ingly it was not a small matter that he aimed at. So Cleopatra 
, desired this country of Antony, but failed of her purpose. An 
account of this was broi^ht to Herod, who was thereupon ready 
to kill Costobarus, yet, upon the entreaties of his sister and 
mother^ he forgave him> and vouchsafed to pardon him entirely, 
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though he still had a suspicion of him afterward for this his 
attempt. 

10. But some time afterward, when Salome happened to 
quarrel with Costobarus, she* sent him a bill of divorce, and 
dissolved her marriage with him, though this was not according 
to the Jewish laws ; for with us it is lawful for a husband to do 
so, but a wife, if she departs from her husband, cannot of her- 
self be married to another, unless her former husband put her 
away. However, Salome chose to follow not the law of her 
country, but the law of her authority, and so renounced her wed- 
lock; and told her brother Herod, that she left her husband out 
of her good will to him, because she perceived that he, with 
Antipater, and Lysimachus, and Dositheus, were raising a sedi- 
tion against him ; as an evidence whereof, she alleged the case 
of the sons of Babas, that they had been by him preserved alive 
already for the interval of twelve years; AVhich proved to be 
true. But when Herod thus unexpectedly heard of it, he was 
greatly surprised at it, and was the more surprised, because the 
relation appeared incredible to him. As for the fact relating to 
the sons of Babas, Herod had formerly taken greajt pains to 
bring them to punishment, as being enemies to his government^ 
but they were now forgotten by him on account of the length of 
time [since he had ordered them to be slain]. Now, the cause 
of his ill will and hatred to them arose hence: that while Anti- 
gonus was king, Herod, with his army, besieged the city of Jeru- 
salem, where the distress and miseries which the besieged en- 
dured were so pressing, that the greater number of them invited 
Herod into the city, and already placed their hopes on him. 
Now, the sons of Babas were of great dignity, and had power 
among the multitude, and were faithful to Antigonus, and were 
always raising calumnies against Herod, and encouraged the 
people to preserve the government to that royal family which 
held it by inheritance. So these men acted thus politically, and, 
as they thought, for their own advantage; but when the city was 

* Here is a plain example of a Jewish lady giving a bill of divorce to her 
husband, though in the days of Josephus it\«as not by the Jews esteemed lawful 
for a woman to do. See the Wke among the Parthians, Antiq. B. xviti. ch. ix. 
sect. 6. However, the Christian law, whed it allowed divorce for adultery. 
Matt. V. 32, allowed the innocent wife to divorce her guilty husband, as well as 
the innocent husband to divorce his guilty wife, as we learn from the shepherd 
of Hermas, Mand. B. iv. and from the second apology of Justin Martyr, where a 
persecution was brought upon the Christians upon such a divorce ; and I think 
the Roman laws permitted it at that time, as well as the laws of Christianity. 
Now this Babas, who was one of the race of the Asamoneans or Maccabees, as 
the latter end of this section informs us, is related by the Jews, as Dr. Hudson 
here remarks, to have been so eminently religious in the Jewish way, that, ex- 
cept the day following the tenth of Tisri,the great day of atonement, when he 
seems to have supposed all his sins entirely forgiven, he used every day of the 
whole year to offer a sacrifice for his sins of ignorance, or such as he supposed 
he had been guilty of, but did not distinctly remember. See somewhat like it 
of Agrippa the Great, Antiq. B. xix. ch. iii. sect. 3; and Job, i. 4, 5. 
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takeBj and Herod b^d |otteo the government into his htods, and 
Costobarus was appointed to hinder men from passing out at 
the gates, and to guard the city that those citizens that were 
guilty, and were of the party opposite to the king, n^ight not get 
out of it; Costobarus being sensible that the sons of Sabas were 
had in respect and honour by the whole multitude, and s^ipr 
posing that their preservation might be of great advantage to 
him in the changes of government afterward, he set jthem by 
themselves, and concealed them in his own farms; and when 
the thing was suspected, he assured Herod upon oath, that he 
really knew nothing of that matter, ^nd so overcame the suspi- 
cions that lay upon him; nay, affer thati when the king b^d 
publicly proposed a reward for the discovery, and had put in 
practice all sorts of methods for searching out this matter, he 
would not confess it; but being persuaded that when he had ^t 
first denied it, if the men were found, he should not escape i|n- 
punished, he was forced to keep them secret, not only out of his 
good will to them, but out of a necessary regard to hi$ own pre- 
servation also. But when the king knew the thing, by his sister's 
information, he sent men to the places where he had the intima- 
tion they were concealed, and ordered both them, and tho9e that 
were accused as guilty with them, to be slain : insomuch that 
there were now none at all left of the kindred of Hyrcanus, and 
the kingdom was entirely in Herod's own power; and there was 
nobody remaining of such dignity as could put a stop to what he 
did against the Jewish laws. 



CHAP. VIII. 

How Ten Men of the Citizens \of Jerusalem] made a Conspi" 
racy against Herod, for the foreign Practices he had intro- 
duced, which was a Transgression of the Laws of their Coun- 
try. Concerning the Building of Sebaste and Cesarea, and 
other Edifices oj Herod. 

§ 1. On this account it was that Herod revolted from the laws 
pf hb country, and corrupted their ancient constitution by the 
introduction of foreign practices, which constitution yet ought to 
have been preserved mviolable; by which means we became 
guilty of great wickedness afterward ; while those religious. ob- 
servances, which used to lead the multitude to piety, were now 
neglected ; for, in the first place, he appointed solenra games tp 
be celebrated every fifth year, in honour of Caesar, and built a 
theatre at Jerusalem, as also a very great amphitheatre in the 
plain. Both of them were indeed costly works, but opposite to 
the Jewi^ customs; for\ve have had no such shows delivered 
down to us as fit to be used and exhibited by us; yet did he 
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celeUate ^a6 gaoies evory five ycsarsy in tlie most solemn and 
splendid manner. He also made proclamation to the neigh* 
bouring countries, and called men together out of every nation. 
The wirestlers also, and the reat.of those that iitrove for die prizes 
in such games, were invited out of every land, both by the hopes 
of the rewards there to be bestowed, and by the glory of victory 
to be there gained. So the principal persona that were the most 
eminent in these sorts of exercbes Wisre gotten together; for 
there were very great rewards for victory proposed, not only 
to those that performed th^ir exercises naked, but to those that 
played as musicians also, and were called Thymetici; and he 
spared no pains to induce all persons, the most famous for swih 
exercises, to come to this contest for victory. He also proposed 
Qo small rewards to those vrho ran for the prizes in chariot races, 
^hen they were drawn by two, or three, or four pair of horses. 
He also imitated every tbipg, though never so costly <h* magnifi* 
^ent, in other nations, out of an ambition that he might give mo^t 
public demonstration of bis grandeur. Inscriptions also of the 
great actions of Caesar, and trophies of those nations which he 
bad conquered in hb wars, and all made of die purest gold and 
silver, encompassed the theatre itself. Nor was there any thing 
that could be subservient to his design, whether it. were precious 
garments, or precious stones set in order, which was npt also ex-^ 
posed to sight in these games. He bad also made a great pre^ 
paration of wild beasts, and of lions themselves in great abun- 
dance, and of such other beasts as were either of uncommon 
strength, or of such a sort as were rarely seen. ^Diese were 
prepared either to fight with one another, or that men who were 
condemned to death were to fight with them. And truly 
foreigners were greatly surprised and delighted at the vastness of 
the expenses here exhibited, and at the grea/t dangers that were 
here seen; but to natural Jews* this was no better than a dis* 
solution of those customs for which they had so great a venera-> 
tion. It appeared also no jbetter than an instance of barefaced 
impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, for the affording delight 
to the spectators; and it appeared an instance of no less impiety, 
to change tJheir own laws for such foreign exercises: but, above 
all the rest, the trophies gave most distaste to the Jews; for as 
they imagined them to be images, included within the armour 

* These grand plays, and sbows, and ThymtUd or music meetings, and chariot 
races, when the chariots were drawn by two, three, or foar pair of horses, &c. 
Instituted bjr Herod in bis theatres, were still, as we see here, loolied on by the 
sober Jews as heathenish sports, and tending to corrupt the manners.of the Jewish 
nation, and to bring them into love with Paganish idolatry, and Paganish con- 
duct of life, but to the dissolution of the law of Moses; and accordingly were 
gre^tlv and justly condemned by them, as appears bere and esery where else in 
Josephns. Nor is the case of our modem masquerades, plays, operas, and the 
like pomps and Tanities of this wicked world, of any better tendency under 
Christianity. 
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that hungroiiod about them^ they were sorely displeased at them^ 
because it was not the custom of their country to pay honours 
to such images. 

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbance they 
were under; and as he thought it unseasonable to use violence 
with them, so he spake to some of them by way of consola- 
tion, and in order to free them from that superstitious fear they 
were under; yet could not he satisfy them, but they cried out, 
with one accord, out of their great uneasiness at the offences 
they thought he had been guilty of, that although they should 
think of bearing all the rest, yet would they never bear images of 
men in their city, meaning the trophies; because this was dis- 
agreeable to the laws of their country. Now when Herod saw 
them in such a disorder, and that they would not easily change their 
resolution unless they received satisfaction in this point, he called 
to him the most eminent men among them, and brought them 
upon the theatre, and showed them the trophies, and asked them, 
what sort of things they took these trophies to be? and when 
they cried out, that they were the images of men, he gave order 
that they should be stripped of these outward ornaments which 
were about them, and showed them the naked pieces of wood ; 
which pieces of wood, now without any ornament, became matter 
of great sport and laughter to them because they had before al- 
ways had the ornaments of images themselves in derision. 

3. When therefore Herod had thus got clear of the multitude, 
and had dissipated the vehemency of passion under which they 
had been, the greatest part of the people were disposed to change 
their conduct, and not to be displeased at him any longer; but 
still some of them continued in their displeasure against him, for 
his introduction of new customs; and esteemed the violation of 
the laws of their country as likely to be the origin of very great 
mischiefs to them, so that they deemed it an instance of piety 
rather to hazard themselves [to be put to death], than to seem 
as if they took no notice of Herod; who, upon the change he 
had made in their government, introduced such customs^ and 
that in a violent manner, which they had never been used to be- 
fore : as indeed in pretence a king, but in reality one that showed 
himself an enemy to their whole nation; on which account ten 
men that were citizens [of Jerusalem] conspired together against 
him, and sware to one another to undergo any dangers in the at- 
tempt; and took daggers with them under their garments [for 
the purpose of killing Herod], Now there was a certain blind 
man among those conspirators who had thus sworn to one an- 
other, on account of the indignation he had against what he 
heard to have been done ; he was not indeed able to afford the 
rest any assistance in the undertaking, but was ready to undergo 
any suffering with them, if so be they should come to any 
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barm ; insomuch, that he becaiXie a very great encourager of the 
rest of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this resolution, and that by common 
consent, they went into the theatre, hoping that, in the first 
place, Herod himself could not escape them, as they should fall 
upon him so unexpectedly; and supposing, however, that if they 
missed him, they should kill a great many of those that were 
about him; and this resolution they took though they should, die 
for it, in order to suggest to the king what injuries he had done 
to the multitude. These conspirators, therefore, standing thus 
prepared beforehand, went about their design with great alac- 
rity; but there was one of those spies of Herod's that were ap- 
pointed for such purposes, to fish out and inform him of any 
conspiracies that should be made against him; who found out 
the whole affair, and told the king of it, as he was about to go 
into the theatre. So when he reflected on the hatred which he 
knew the greatest part of the people bore him, and qn the dis- 
turbances that arose upon every occasion, he thought this plot 
against him not to be improbable. Accordingly he retired into 
his palace, and called those that were accused of this conspiracy 
before him by their several names; and as upon the guards fall- 
ing upon them, they were caught in the very fact, and knew they 
could not escape, they prepared themselves for their ends with 
all the decency they could, and so as not at all to recede, from 
their resolute behaviour; for they showed no. shame for what 
they were about, nor denied it; but w^hen they were seized, 
they showed their daggers, and professed, that " the conspiracy 
they had sworn to was a holy and pious action ; that what they 
intended to do was not for gain, . or out of any indulgence to 
their passions, but principally for those common customs of their 
country which all the Jews were obliged to observe, or to. die 
for them." This was what these men said, out of their un- 
daunted courage in this conspiracy. So they were led. away to 
execution by the king's guards that stood about them, apd 
patiently underwent all the torments inflicted on, them till they 
died. Nor was it long before that spy who had discovered them 
was seized on by some of the people, out of the hatred they bore 
to him, and was not only slain by them, but pulled to pieces 
limb from limb, and given to the dogs. This execution was 
seen by many of the citizens; yet would not one of them di^- 
jcover the doers of it; till upon Herod's making a strict scrutiny 
after them, by bitter and severe tortures, certain women that 
were tortured confessed what they had s^n done; the authors 
of which fact were so terribly punished by the king, that their 
entire families were destroyed, for this their rash attempt; yet 
did not the obstinacy of the people, and that undaunted constancy 
they showed in the defence of their laws, make Herod any eas^c 
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to them; but he still strengthened himself after a more secnre 
manner, and resolved to encompass the multitude every way^ 
lest such innovations should end in an open rebellioit. 

5. Since, therefore, he had now the ci^ fortified by the palace 
in which be lived, and by the temple, which had a strong fortress 
by kf called Antonia^ and was rebuilt by himself; he contrived 
to make Samaria a fortress for himself also stgainst all the peo- 
ple, and called it Sebaste; supposing that this place vrould be a 
strong hold against the country, not mferior to the former. So 
he fortified that place, which was a day's journey distant from 
Jerusalem, and which would be useful to him in common, to 
keep both the country and the city iu awe. He also built- an- 
other fortress for the whole nation; it was of old called Strato's 
Tower, but was by him named Cesarea. Moreover, he chose 
out some select horsemen, and placed them in the great plain ; 
and built [for them] a place in Galilee called Gaba, whh Hese- 
bonitis, in Perea. And these were the places which h^ parti- 
cularly' built, while he always was inventing somewhat farther 
for his own security, and encompassing the whole nation with 
guards, that they might by ho means get from under his power, 
nor fall into tumults, which they did continually upoil any small 
commotion; and that if they did make any commotions he might 
know of it, while some of his spies might be upon them from 
the neighbourhood, and might both be able to know what they 
1/vete attempting, and to prevent it. And v^hen he went about 
building the wall of Samaria, he contrived to bring thither many 
of those that had been assisting to bim in his wars, and many of 
the people in that neighbourhood also, whom he made fellow- 
citizens with the rest. This liedid out of to ambitions desire of 
building a temple, and out of a* desire to tiiake the city more 
emifirt^ht than it bad been before, but principally because he coh^ 
trived that it might at once be for his own security, and a monu* 
inent Of his magnificence. He also changed its nande, dnd called 
it Sebaste. Moreover, he parted the adjoining country,' ithich 
wai excellent ii^ its kind, among the inhabitants of Satoaria, that 
they might be in a happy condittoti, upon their first coming to 
inhabit. Besides all whieb he entbonipaissed the' dty with a ^^'all 
of great strength, and made ii$e of the accKvity of the plafee kt 
makitfg its fortificsttions stronger; nor Was the eotnpass of the 
place made now so small as it had* been* before, but was Such 
as rendered it not inferior to' the most famous cities; for it was 
twenty furlongs in eircumference. Now v^ithin, ^nd about the 
middle of it, he bttik a sacred phce, of a furlong and a half [in 
drctit], and adorned it witti all sorts of decoi'atiohi, tfndi therein 
erected a temple, ^li^bich was illustrious on account of both its 
largeness afnd beauty. And as to the several parts of the city, 
he adontod them with decorations of all sok'ts also; and aa to 
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what WHS necesMtti to provide for his owvi security, he made the 
walls very strong fot that purpose, and tnarde it for the greatest 
part a citadel; and as to the elegance. of the buildings, it was 
taken care of also, that he might leave monuments of the fine- 
ness of his taste, and of his beneficence to future ages. 



CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the Famine thtU happened in Judea and Syria; and 
how Herod, after he had married another Wife, rebmlt Cesa-- 
rea, and other Cfredan Cities. 

§ 1. Now on this very year, which was the thirteenth year of 
the reign of Herod, very great calamities came upon the coun- 
try; whether they were derived from the anger of God, or whether 
this misery l^eturn again naturally in certain periods of time*i 
for, in the first place, there were perpetual droughts, and for 
that reason the ground was barren, and did not bring forth the 
same Quantity of fruits that it used to produce; and after this 
barrenness of the soil^ the change of food which the want of corn 
occasioned produced distenipers in the bodies of men, and a 
pestilential disease prevailed, one misery following upoh the 
back of another; and these circumstances, that they were desti- 
tute both of ihethods of cure and of food, made the pestilential 
distetbper, which begaU after a violent inanner, the more lasting. 
The destruction of men also after such a manner deprived those 
that Survived of all their courage, because they had no way to 
provide remedies sufficient for the distresses they were in. When, 
therefore, the fruits of that year were spoiled, and whatsoever 
they had laid up beforehand was spent, there was no foundation 
of hope for relief remaining, but the misery contrary to what 
they expected still increased upon them ; and this hot only on 
that year, while they had nothing for themselves left [at the end 
of it], but what seed they had sown perislied also, by reason of 
the ground not yielding its fruits oh the second yearf . This 
distress they were in made them also out of necessity to eat 

* Here we liave an eminent example ef the language of Josephus in hi* 
writing to Gentiles, different from that when he wrote to Jews; in his writing 
to whom he stilt derives all such judgments from the anger of God ; but because 
he knew many of the Gentiles thought they might naturally come in certain 
periods^ ht complies with them in the following sentence. See the note oU 
the War, B. i. ch. xxxiii. sect. 2. , 

+ This famine for two years that affected Judea and Syria, the 13th and lAih 
years of Herod, which are the 83d and 24th years before the Christian ^a, 
seems to have been more terrible during this time than was that in the days of 
Jacob, Gen. zli. xlii. And what makes the comparison the more remarkable ii^ 
tbi«, that now as well as then^ the relief they had was from Egypt also; then 
frofkn Jbsepli the governor of Egypt, under Pharaoh king of Egypt, and now 
from Petronins the prefect of Egypt, unde^ Augustus the RoDkan emperor. See 
abnost the like case, Antiq. B. zz. ch. ii. sect 0. It is also well worth our 
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many things that did not use to be eaten; nor was the king him^ 
self free from this distress any more than other men^ as being 
deprived of that tribute he used to have from the fruits of the 
ground, and having already expended what money he had in his 
liberality to those whose cities he had built; nor had he any peo- 
ple that were worthy of his assistance, since this miserable state 
of things had procured him the hatred of his subjects : for it is a 
constant rule, that misfortunes are still laid to the account of 
those that govern. 

2. In these circumstances, he considered with himself how 
to procure some seasonable help; but this was a hard thing to 
be done, while their neighbours had no food to sell them, and 
their money also was gone, had it been possible to purchase a 
little food at a great price. However, he thought it his best 
way, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours to assist his 
people; so he cut off the rich furniture that was in his palace, 
both of silver and gold, insomuch that he did not spare the 
finest vessels he had, or those that were made with the most ela- 
borate skill of the artificers, but sent the money to Petronius, 
who had been made prefect of Egypt by Caesar: and as not 
a few had already fled to him under their necessities, and as he 
was particularly a friend to Herod, and desirous to have his 
subjects preserved, he gave leave to them, in the first place, to 
export \Corn, and assisted them every way, both in purchasing 
and exporting the same; so that he was the principal, if not 
the only person who afforded them what help they had. And 
Herod, taking care the people should understand that this help 
came from himself, did thereby not only remove from him the 
ill opinion of those that formerly hated him, but gave them the 
greatest demonstration possible of his good will to them, and 
care of them; for, in the first place, as for those who were able 
to provide their own food, he distributed to them their propor- 
tion of corn in the exactest manner; but for those many that 
were not able, either by reason of their old age or any other in- 
firmity, to provide food for themselves, he made this provision 
for them that the bakers should make their bread ready for them. 
He also took care that they might not be hurt by the dangers of 
winter, since they were in great want of clothing also, by reason 
of the utter destruction and consumption of their sheep and goats, 
till they had no wool to make use of, nor any thing else to cover 
themselves withal. And when he had procured these things for 
his own subjects, he went farther, in order to provide necessaries 
for their neighbours, and gave seed to the Syrians, which thing 

observation here, that these two years were a Sabbatic year, and a year of Jubi- 
lee, for which Providence, during the theocracy, used to provide a triple crop 
beforehand, but became now, when the Jews had forfeited that blessing, the 
greatest years of famine to them ever since the days of Ahab, 1 Kings, xvii. 
xviii. 
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tuFDed greatly to bis own advantage also; this charitable assis- 
tance being afforded most seasonably to their fruitful soil^ so 
that every one had now a plentiful provision of food. Upon the 
whole, when the harvest of the land was approaching, he sent no 
fewer than fifty thousand men whom he had sustained into the 
country ; by which means be both repaired the afflicted condi- 
tion of his own kingdom with great generosity and diligence, 
and lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, who were under 
the same calamities; for there was nobody who had been in 
want that was left destitute of a suitable assistance by him: nay, 
farther, there were neither any people, nor any cities, nor any 
private men, who were to make provision for the multitudes, 
and on that account were in want of support, and had recourse 
to him, but received what they stood in need of, insomuch that 
it appeared upon a computation that the number of cori of 
wheat, of ten attick medimni apiece, that were given to foreign- 
ers, amounted to ten thousand ; and the number that was given 
in his own kingdom was about fourscore thousand. Now it 
happened that this care of his, and this seasonable benefac- 
tion, had such influence on the Jews, and was so cried up 
among other nations, as to wipe off that old hatred which his 
violation of some of their customs, during his reign, had pro- 
cured him among all the nation; and that this liberality of his 
assistance, in this their greatest necessity, was full satisfaction 
for all that he had done of that nature, as it also procured him 
great fame among foreigners; and it looked as if these calami- 
ties, that afflicted his land to a degree plainly incredible, catne in 
. order to raise his glory, and to be to his great advantage; for the 
greatness of his liberality in these distresses, which he now de- 
monstrated beyond all expectation, did so change the disposition 
of the multitude towards him, that they were ready to suppose 
he had been from the beginning not such a one as they had found 
him to be by experience, but such a one as the care he had taken 
of them in supplying their necessities proved him now to be. 

5, About this time it was that he sent five hundred chosen 
men out of the guards of his body as auxiliaries to Caesar, whom 
iBlius Gallus * led to the Red Sea, and who were of great ser- 
vice to him there. When, therefore, his affairs were thus im- 
proved, and were again in a flourishing condition, he built himself" 
a palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to a very great height,; 
and adorning them with the most costly furniture of gold, and 
marble seats, and beds; and these were so large that they could 
contain very nlany companies of men. These apartments were 
also of distinct magnitudes, and had particular names given 

* This ^lius Gallus seems to be no other than that iBIius Largus whom Dio 
speaks of as cooducting an expedition that was about this time made into Arabia 
Felix, according to Petavius, who is here cited by Spanheim. See a full account 
of this expedition in Prideaux, at the years 21 and 33. 
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them ; for one dpartmeot w^ cabled Caesar'sy another Agrippa^s. 
He also fell in loTe dg^in^ ai!id married a^dther wlfe^ not suffer- 
ing bis reason to binder him from living as he pleased. The oc- 
easion of this bis marriage was as follows: — there wa^ one Simofiy 
a citizen of Jerutsalem, the soil of one Boethus, a citialen of Alex- 
andria, and a priest of great note there ; this man h^d a daugh- 
ter ^ho Was esteemed the i!nost beautiful woman of f fa^t time ; 
and when the people of Jerusalem began to speak much ih het 
commendation, it happened that Herod Was much affected with 
what was said of her; and vi^hen he saw the dam^ef, he was 
smitten with her beauty, yei did he entirely reject the thoughts 
ctf usfing his authority to abase her, as believing what was the 
truth, that by so doing he should be stigmatized foi- violence and 
tyranny; so he thought it best to take the dawsel to wife. And 
while Simon Was of a dignity too inferior to be allied to him, 
but still too considerable to be despised, he governed his incli- 
nations after the most prudent manner, by augmenting the dig- 
nity of the family, and making them more honourable; so he 
inrmediately deprived Jesus the son of Phabet of the high priest- 
hood, and conferred that dignity on Simon, and so joined m affi- 
nity with him [by marrying of his daughter]. 

4. Wheii this wedding was over, he built another citadel in 
that place where he had conquered the Jews when he Was driven 
out of his government, and Antigonns enjoyed it. This citadel 
is distant from Jeritsalem about threescore furlongs. It was 
strong by nature, and fit for such a building. It is a sort of a 
moderate hill, raised to a farther height by the hand of ihan, till 
it Was of the shape of a woman's breast. It is encompaissed with 
circular toners, and hath a straight afscent Up to it, which ascent 
is composed of steps of polished atones, in number two hun- 
dred. Within it are royal and very rich apartments, of k kttnt- 
t!ure that provided both for sectirity and for beauty. Atoiit the 
botton^ there afe habitations of such a Structure as are well virorth 
seeito, both oh other ^ccotints and diso on account of the Water 
Which is bronght thither from a grfeat Way off, and at vast ex- 
penses : for the place itself is destitute of water. The plain that 
is about this citadel is full of edifices, not inferior to any city in 
Ifttgeness, an^d having the hill abovd it in the nature Of a castlfe. 

5. And novir, when all Herod's designs bad succeeded acCOlrd^ 
ing to his hopes, he fi^d not the lea^t suspiciod that any tf 6ut>}es 
Could arise in his kingdoth, because he kept his people obedient, 
as well by the kkt they stood in of him, for he Was impfacabte 
it the iiiflictioiil of hh punishments, as by the provident Care he 
ba!d flhowed tG^cvards tnem, after the most magnanimous man- 
ner, wheil Ibey were under their distresses. But still he took 
Care to h^ve external security for bis government, as a fortress 
against his subjects ; for the orations he made to die cities were 
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▼ery fine^ and Mi of kmdnes^ : and be oahivated a seasonable 
good uiiderslasiding witb their governors^ and bestowed presents 
oi> every one of them^ indueing them ibereby to be more friendly 
to bim> and tising bis magni6ce<it disposition^ so as his kingdom 
itfight be the better secured to him ; and this till all bis a£R3iirs 
were every way more and more augmented. But then, this mag^ 
nifieent temper of hisy and that sabmissive behaviour and libe^ 
rality whioh he exercised to^^rds Caesar and the most po^verfiil 
men of Rome, obliged bim to t^^sgress the onstoms of his na-- 
lion^ and to set aside many of (heir laws ; imd by building cities 
after an extravagant manner, and erecting temples'^; not in J odea- 
indeed, foi^ that woukt not have beeii borne, it being forbidden 
for ns to pay any honour to images, or re^resenlation^ of ani^ 
mals, after the manner of the Greeks, but still he did thus in the 
country [properly] out of our boundsF^ and in the eities thereof^ 
The apology which be made to the Jews for these tbings was 
this: ^at all was done, no^ont of his own inclinations^ but by 
the commands and injunctions of others, in order to please Gaesar 
and the Romans, as tbotigh he had not the Jewish customs so 
nmch in bis eye as he had the honour of those Romans, while 
yet be bad himself entirely in view all the while, and indeed was 
very ambitious to leave great monuments of his government to 
posterity; whence it Was that he Was so zealous in building such 
iine cities, and spent such vast sums of money upon them. 

6. Now upon hi^ observation of a |>lace near the sea^ wbictr 
was Very proper for containing a eitgr> and was before called 
Strato's To#er, he set about getting a plan for a magnificent 
city there,- ahd erected many edifices with great diligence all avei» 
it ; and this of white stone. He also adorned it with most stimp- 
ttioas peilaces, and Iskrge cfdifices for containing the people; and 

* One may here take notice, {fiat fiow tyrannical dnlt extraViigant soeyer 
Herod were in Mnnelf,- tM inf hi^ Grecian cHliesy as to tho6e plays, and ^Kyws^ 
luid terapleft M idolatry, menttoned above, ch, viii. spct. 1, and here also, yet 
darst even lie introdace very few of them inti> the cities of the Jews, who, as Jo- 
sephus here ndtes, would not even £hen have borne them, so zealoos were they 
dtiif for many orf the laws of Xldties,' eveh* under so- tyrannfca) s' ^vernment ai 
|hJ8 was 9f Herod the Great ; which tyraiknical government puts me naturally 
in mind of Dean Prideaux's honest reflection upon the like ambition, after sucli 
tyrannical power in pompey and Caesar. ** One of these,^' says he, a£ the year dO, 
'* could not bear an equal, not the other a superior ; ahd through thy smbitloas 
hvpaoor, and thirst after moft power in theie two meli, the Whole Roman em* 
pire being divided into two opposite factions, there was produced hereby the 
moist destructive war that ever aMicted it; and thefTke fony too much reijg^ns fn 
KA other pl^es. Could abdAt thirty mteh be pi^fsut^M to live kt lA>me ih peace, 
without emerprisiagi^oa tbie rights of each othery for the vain glory of cotoqsesty 
and the enlargement of power, the whole world might be at quipt ; but their 
ambition, their follies, and their humour, leading them constantly to encroach 
npoli and quarrel with eath 6ther, they involve ail that are under thete in thef 
mischiefs thereof I and many tboui^anife are they which yearly perish by it; so 
that it may almost raise a doubt, whether the benefit which the world receives 
from government be sufficient to make amends for the calamities which it suffers 
trtAA tfare foUies; mistaitesj and maladmiMstratiolis^ df those that tasakttg^ H.*' 
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ifvhat was the greatest and most laborious work of all, he adorned 
it with a haven, that was always free from the waves of the sea. 
Its largeness was not less than the Pyraeum [at Athens], and had 
towards the city a double station for the ships. It was of excel- 
lent workmanship ; and this was the more remarkable for its 
being built in a place that of itself was not suitable to such noble 
structures, but was to be brought to perfection by materials 
from other places^ and at very great expenses. This city is situ- 
ate in Phoenicia, in the passage by sea to Egypt, between Joppa 
and Dora, which are lesser maritime cities, and not fit for havens, 
on account of the impetuous south winds that beat upon them ; 
which, rolling the sands that come from the sea against the 
shores, do not admit of ships lying in their station ; but the mer- 
chants are generally there forced to ride at their anchors in the 
sea itself. So Herod endeavoured to rectify this inconvenience, 
and laid out such a compass towards the land as might be suffi- 
cient for a haven, wherein the great ships might lie in safety ; 
and this he effected by letting down vast stones of above fifty 
feet in length, not less than eighteen in breadth, and nine in 
depth, into twenty fathoms deep ; and as some were lesser, so 
were others bigger than those dimensions. This mole which he 
built by the sea side was two hundred feet wide : the half of 
which was opposed to the current of the waves, so as to keep 
off those waves which were to break upon them, and so was 
called Procymatia, or the first breaker of the waves; but the other 
half had upon it a wall, with several towers, the largest of which 
was named Drusus, and was a work of very great excellence, 
and had its name from Drusus, the son-in-law of Ca&sar, who 
died young. There were also a great number of arches where 
the mariners dwelt. There was also before them a quay [or land- 
ing-place], which ran round the entire haven, and was a most 
agreeable walk to such as had a mind to that exercise; but the 
entrance or mouth of the port was made on the north quarter, on 
which side was the stillest of the winds of all in this place. And 
the basis of the whole circuit on the left hand, as you enter the 
port, supported a round turret, which was made very strong, in 
order to resist the greatest waves ; while on the right hand, as 
you enter, stood two vast stones, and those each of them larger 
than the turret which was over against them ; these stood up- 
right, and were joined together. Now there were edifices all 
along the circular haven, made of the politest stone, with a cer- 
tain elevation, whereupon was erected a temple that was seen a 
preat way off by those that were sailing for that haven, and had 
in it two statues, the one of Rome, the other of Caesar ; as the 
city itself was called Cesarea : which was also itself built of fine 
materials, and was one of a fine structure ; nay, the very subter- 
raneau vaults and cellars had no less of architecture bqstowed 
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on them than had the building above ground. Some of these 
vaults carried things at even distances to the haven and to the 
sea, but one of them ran obliquely, and bound all the rest together, 
that both the rain and the filth of the citizens were together car- 
ried off with ease; and the sea itself^ upon the flux of the tide from 
without, came into the city /and washed it all clean. Herod also 
built therein a theatre of stone; and on the south quarter, behind 
the port, an amphitheatre also, capable of holding a vast number 
of men, and conveniently situated for a prospect to the sea. So 
this city was thus finished in twelve years* : during which time 
the king did not fail both to go on with the work, and to pay the 
charges that were necessary. 



CHAP. X. 



How Herod sent his-Sons to Rome; how also he was accused by 
ZenodoTus and the Gadarens, but was cleared of what they 
accused him of, and withal gained to himself the good will of 
Casar. Concerning the Pharisees, the Essenes, and Mana^ 
hem. 

% 1. When Herod was engaged in such matters, and when he 
had already reedified Sebaste [Samaria], he resolved to send his 
sons Alexander and Aristobul us to Rome, to enjoy the company 
of Ca?sar ; who, when they came thither, lodged at the house of 
Polliof, who was very fond of Herod's friendship : and they had 
leave to lodge in Caesar's own palace ; for he received these sons 
of Herod with all humanity, and gave Herod leave to give his 
kingdom to which of his sons he pleased; and besides all this, 
he bestowed on him Trachon, and Batanea, and Auranitis, which 
he gave him on the occasion following: — One ZenodorusJ had 
hired what was called the house of Lysanias, who, as he was 
not satisfied with its revenues, became a partner with the rob- 
bers that inhabited the Trachonites, and so procured himself a 
larger income ; for the inhabitants of those places lived in a mad 
way, and pillaged the country of the Damascenes, while Zeno- 
dorus did not restrain them, but partook of the prey they ac- 
quired. Now, as the neighbouring people were hereby great 

* Cesarea beiog here said to be rebuilt and adorned in twelve years, and soon 
afterwards, in ten years, Antiq. B. xvi. cb. v. sect. 1, there must be a mistake in 
one of the places as to the true number, but in which of them it is bard positively 
to determine. 

.^ + This PoUio, with whom Herod's sons lived at Rome, was not Pollio the Pha- 
risee, already mentioned by Josephus, ch. i. sect. 1, and again presently after 
this, ch. X. sect. 4, but Ansinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim here observes. 

t The character of this Zenodorus is so like that of a famous robber of the 
same name in Strabo, and that about this very country, and about this very time 
also, that I think Dr. Hudson hardly needed to have pat tLperhapt to his deter* 
mioation that they were .the same. . 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



950 ANTIQIJITIES OF THE JSWS. B» XV. 

sufferers^ they complained to Varroi who was tbei\ president [of 
Syria], and entreated liim to write to Caesar about ^i^ injustice 
of Zenodorus. When these matters were ^^ before Oesar, he 
wrojte back to Varro to destroy those nests of robbers, aod to 
give the land to Herod; that so by his care the neighbouring 
countries might be po longer disturbed with the^e doinga of the 
Trachonites ; ifor it was aot an easy thing to restrain them, since 
this way of robbery had been their usual practice, and they had 
no other way to get .l^eir living; because they bad neither any 
city of their oiyn, por lands in their possession, but only some 
receptacles anid deps in the earth : aiyi there they and their cat*- 
tie lived in common together. However, they b^d made con- 
trivances to get pools of water, and laid up com in granaries 
for themselves, and were able to make great resistance, by issu- 
ing out on the sudden against any tb^tt attacked them ; for the 
entrances of their caves were narrow, in which but one could 
come in at a time, and ,the places within incredibly large, and 
made very wide; but the ground over dieir habitations was not 
very high, but rattier on a plain, while die rocks are altogelber 
hard and difficult to be entercjd upon, unless any one gets into the 
plain road by the guidance of another; for these roads are not 
straight, but have several revolutions. But when these men are 
hindered from their wicked preying upon their neighbours, their 
custom is to prey upon one another, insomuch that no sort of 
injustice coqoes amiss to, them. But when Herod had received 
this grant froni Csesar, and was come into thb country, he pro- 
cured skilful guides, and put a stop to their wicked robberies, 
and procured peace and quietness to the neighbouring people. 

£• Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the first place, be- 
cause his principality was taken away from him, and still more 
CO, because he envied Herod, who had gottep it; so heiwent up 
to Rome to accuse him, but returned back again without success. 
Now Agrippa was [about this time] sent to succeed Cassar in 
the government of the countries beyond the Ionian sea; upon 
whom Herod lighted when he was wintering about Mitylene, 
for he had beep his particular friend aud companion, and then 
returned into Judea again. However, some of the Gadarens 
came to Agrippa, and accused Herod, whom he sent back bound 
to the king, without giving them the hearing. But still the Ara- 
bians, who of old bare ill will to Herod's government, were net- 
tled, and at that time aUempte.d to raise a sedition in his domi- 
nions, and, as they thought, upon a more justifiable occasion ; 
for Zenodorus, despairing already of success as to his own af- 
fairs, prevented [his enemies] by selling to those Arabians a part 
of his principality, called Auranitis, for the value of fifty talents, 
but as this was included in the donations of Ca:sar, they con- 
tested the point with Herod, as unjustly depriv^ed of whsit they 
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|iad bought. Sjometim^^ tiiey i\d tl&is \)y lining inctti^ioos 
upon him, and sometioi.es by ^ttemptuig force ^g^inst him^ suoujl 
sometimes by going to law with qim. Moreover, fh^\ perr 
suaded the poorer spldjers to help theip^ and were ^ro^bj-esome 
to him, put of a constant hope ^h^t jthey should reduce Xjixe pepr 
pie to raise a sedition ; in which desigq;s tho^e that .^j^ in tbp 
most miserable circuqis^ances of life ^e 9till the ino^t ^aroe^t : 
and although Herod had beep a great while apprized of diese 
attempts, yet did not he indulge any se^verity tp tjiein, but by^ 
rational methods ^imed to mitigate thing^^ a^ npt ^yiUi^g tp gpif 
any handle for tnmults. 

3. Now when Herod had already reigned seventeeii years, 
jCaesar came into Syria; at which time the grefite^t part of the 
inhabitants of Gadara cjamoured against H^rod; aus one ^at was 
heavy in his injunctions, and tynannical. These r/eproa^h^s they 
mainly ventured upon by the encouragemient of ^no^prus, whp 
took his oath that he would never leav£ Herod til) he had pror 
cured that they should be severed fronji ]tlerpd^9 l^i^gdom an4 
joined to Caesar's province. The Gadar^ns were induced hereby, 
and made no small cry against him ; an4 that ii^ ipore boldly, 
because those that had beeii delivered up ^y Agrippa werje not 
punished by Herod ; who let them go, and did them no harm| 
for indeed he was the princijpal map in the world who appeared 
almost inexorable in punishing jcrimes in his own family, bi)): 
very generous in rei^itting the offence^ tl^t were committed 
elsewhere. And while ithey accused Hei)o4 Pf injuries a^d pluur 
derings, apd subversipus pf tefnples, h^ .3tpo<l uqk/Qoacfsrned, and 
was ready to qiaN hjis defence. Howf^y^> Qw^^ g^^e him hi^ 
right hand, apd remitted npthin^ of hi^ i:iqdiiess to him, i^poR 
this disturbance by the mujitita4^ ; and indeed ^hese things werf 
alleged the first day, but ^be heiarmg proceeded no farther ; for 
as the Gadarens saw the inclinatjyon of Caesar and of hi^ fis^jea* 
sors, and expected, a? they had reasipp to 4oj th^t they sboul4 
be ^delivered iip to the king, 9ome of tbem» out pf a dread of th^ 
torments they might undergo, cut their o^n jijuroat? in the night 
time, and some of them threw themselves down precipices, sipd 
others of them cast themselves into the river, smd des^trpyed them* 
selves of their own accord : which accident^ seemed a suffic^^n^ 
condemnation of the rashnj^ss and crimes they ha4 be^n guilty of; 
whereupon Caesar made no longer delay, but cle^^ tlei^od froo^ 
the crimes he w^9 lac^used of. AnoUxe^ happy accident there 
was, which was a farther great advantage to Herod at this time; 
for Zenodorus's belly burst, an4 ^ great quantity of blood issued 
from him in his sickness, and be thereby departed this life at 
Antioch in Syria; so Caesar bestowed his country, which was 
no small one, upon Herod; it Jay between Trachon and Gali- 
lee, and contained Ulutfaa, and Paneas, and the country roun4 
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about. He also made him one of the procurators of Syria, and 
commanded that they should do every thing with his approbation, 
and, in short, he arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas 
there were but two men that governed the vast Roman empire; 
first Caesar, and then Agrippa, who was his principal favourite; 
Caesar preferred no one to Herod besides Agrippa: and Agrip- 
pa made no one his greater friend than Herod, beside Caesar. 
And when he had acquired such freedom, he begged of Caesar a 
tetrarchy * for his brother Pheroras, while he did himself bestow 
upon him a revenue of a hundred talents out of his own king- 
dom, that in case he came to any harm himself, his brother might 
be in safety, and that his sons might not have dominion over him. 
So when he had conducted Caesar to the sea, and was returned 
home, he built him a most beautiful temple, of the whitest stone, 
in Zenodorus's country, near the place called Panium. This 
is a very fine cave in a mountain, under which there is a great 
cavity in the earth ; and the cavern is abrupt, and prodigiously 
deep, and full of still water ; over it hangs a vast mountain ; and 
under the caverns arise the springs of the river J ordan. Herod 
adorned this place, which was already a very remarkable one, 
still farther, by the erection of this temple, which he dedicated 
to Caesar. 

4. At which time Herod released to his subjects the third 
part of their taxes, under pretence indeed of relieving them, after 
the dearth they had had ; but the main reason was, to recover 
their good will, which he now wanted ; for they were uneasy at 
him, because of the innovations he had introduced in their prac- 
tices, of the dissolution of their religion, and of the disuse of their 
own customs : and the people every where talked against him, 
like those that were still more provoked and disturbed at his pro- 
cedure. Against which discontents he greatly guarded himself, 
and took away the opportunities they might have to disturb him, 
and enjoined them to be always at work; nor did he permit the 
citizens either to meet together, or to walk, or eat together, but 
watched every thing they did ; and when any were caught, they 
were severely punished : and many there were who were brought 
to the citadel Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, and were there 
put to death ; and there were spies set every where, both in the 
city, and in the roads, who watched those that met together: 
nay, it is reported, that be did not himself neglect this part of 
caution, but that he would oftentimes himself take the habit of a 
private man, and mix among the multitude, in the night time, 
iand make trial what opinion they had of his government: and 

* A tetrarchy properly and originally denoted the fourth part of an entire 
Jcingdom or country, and a tetrach one that was ruler of such a fourth part, 
which always implies somewhat less extent of dominion and power than belong 
toa kingdom and to a king. 
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as for those tliat could no way be reduced to acquiesce utider fats 
scheme of government, he prosecuted them all manner of ways; 
but for the rest of the multitude, he required that they should b^ 
obliged to take an oath of iidelity to him, and. at the same time 
compelled them to swear that they would bear him good will, 
and continue.certainly so to do in his management of the govern^ 
ment ; and indeed a great part of them^ either to please nim or 
but of fear of him, yielded to what he required of them ; but fo« 
such as were of a more open and generous disposition^ and had 
indignation at the force he used to them, he by one means or 
other made away with them. He endeavoured also to persuade 
Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, and the greatest part of their 
scholars, to take the oath ; but these would neither submit so 
to do, uor were they punished together with the rest, out of the 
reverence he bore to Pollio. The Essenes also, as we call a 
sect of ours, were excused from this imposition. These men 
live the same kind of life as do those whom the Greeks call Py- 
thagoreans, concerning whom I shall discourse more fully else- 
where. However, it is. but fit to set down here the reasons 
wherefore Herod had these Essenes in such iionour, and thought 
higher of them than their mortal nature required ; nor will this 
account be unsuitable to the nature of this history, as it will show 
the opinion men bad of these Essen^a.. 

5. Now there was one of these Essenes, whose name was 
Manahem, who had tliis testimony, that he not only conducted 
his life after an excellent mann<er, but had the foreknowledge of 
future events given him by God aliio.. This man once saw .Herod 
when he was a child, and going to school, and saluted him as 
king of the Jews ; but he thinking that either he did not know 
him, or that he was in jest, put him in mind that be was but a 
private man; but Manahem smiled to himself, and clapped him 
on his backside with his hand, and said, *' However that be, 
thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy reigq happily ; for God 
finds thee worthy of it. And do thou remember the blows that 
Manahem hath given thee, as being a signal of the change of 
thy fortune. And truly this will be the best reasoning for thee, 
that thou love justice [towards men], and piety towards God, and 
clemency towards thy citizens ; yet do I know bow thy whole 
conduct, will be, that thou wilt not be such a one; for thou wilt 
excel ail men in happiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, 
but wilt forget piety and righteousness; and these crimes will 
not be concealed from God/at the conclusion of thy life, when 
thou wilt find that he will be mindful of them» and punish thee 
for them." Now at that time Herod did not at all attend (o what 
Manahem said, as having no hopes of such advancement ; but a 
little afterward, when he was so fortunate as to be advanced to 
the dignity of king, and was in the height of his dominion, he 

VOL. u. A A 
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tent ft>r Manahem, and B^ked bko bow loi^ b^ vbovld r^ i 
}dAmhem^d not tell him the full leogth of bU reigq; where- 
fore upon that silence of bis, be asked him farther, whether bq 
should reign ten years, or not i be replied, '* Yes, twenty, nay, 
thirty years," but did not assign the j^8t determinate limit of hi9 
reign. Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave Mana-< 
hem bis band and dismissed him ; and from that time be conti- 
nued to honour all the Essenes. We have thought it proper to 
relate these facts to our readers, bow strange soever they be, and 
to declare what bath happened among us, because many of thesQ 
Essenes have, by their excellent virtue, been thought worthy of 
this knowledge of divine revelations. 

CHAp. XI, 
flaw Herod rebuilt the Tcmpkf and raised it higher ^ and made 

it more magnificent than it was before; as pilso concerning 

that Tower which he calkd Antonia. 
% 1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and 
after the acts already mentioned, undertook a very great work, 
that is, to build of himself the temple of God*, and to make it 
larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnifioent altitude, 
as esteeming it to be the most glorious of all his actions, as it 
really was, to bring it to perfection, and that this would be suf- 
ficient for an everlasting memorial of him ; but as he knew the 
multitude were not ready nor willing to assist him in so vast a 
design, he thought to prepare them first by making a speech to 
them, and then to set about the work itself; so he called them 
together, and spake thus to them : '^ 1 think I need not speak 
to you, my countrymen, about such othier works as I have done 
since 1 came to the kingdom, although 1 may say they have beeq 
performed in such a manner as to biing more security to you 
than glory to myself; for I have neither been negligent in the 
most dfficult times about what tended to ease your necessities, 
nor have the buildings 1 have made been so proper to preserve 
me as yourselves from injuries; and I imagine that, with God's 
assistance, I have advanced the nation of the Jews to a degree 
of happiness which they never had before ; and for the particular 
edifices belonging to your own country and to your own cities, 

* We mny here observe, that the fancy of the mod^sro Jew8> io callinf thh 
temple, which was really the third of their temples, the uevnd temple, followed 
80 long bv later Christiaas, seems to be witboat any solid fobndation. The rea- 
son why the Christians here follow the Jews is, because the prophecy of Haggai, 
ii, 6—9, which they expound of the Messiah's coming to the second or Zoroba- 
bel*8 temple, of which they suppose this of Herod's to be only a cootiBoatioB, 
which is meant, I think, of his coming to the fourth and la»t temple, or to that 
future largest and most glorious one described by EsekieL Whence I take the 
former notion, how general soever, to be a great mistake. See Lit. Accomp, 
4ifPniph.p.S4 
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aa 9lso to those c;itie3 that we have lately acquired, which we 
have erected, and greatly adorned, a^id thereby augmented the 
dignity of your nation, it aeems to me a needless task to ena* 
merate them to yon, since you well know them yourselves ; but 
as to that undertaking which 1 have a mind to set about* at pre- 
sent, and which will be a work of the greatest piety and ei^cel- 
lence that can possibly be undertaken by us, I will iiow declare 
it to you. Our fathers, indeed, wh^n diey were returned from 
Babylon, built this temple to God Almighty; yet does it want 
sixty cubits of its largeness in altitude: for so much did that 
first temple which Solomon built exceed this temple: nor let 
any one eoKidemn our fathers for their negligence or want of 
I^iety therein, for it was not th^r fault that the temple was n<» 
higher; for they were Gyrus and Darius the son of Hystaspes, 
who determined the measure for its rebuilding ; and it hatbbeea 
by reason of tlie subjectbn pf those fathers of ours to them anj 
to their posterity, and after them to the Macedonians, th^t they 
had not the opportunity to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raise it to its ancient altitude ; but since I am 
DOW by God's will ]^our governor, and I have had peace a long 
time, and have gained great riches and large revenues, and what 
is the principal Siipg of all, 1 am in amity with and well regarded 
by the Romans, who, if 1 may so say, are the rulers of the whole 
world, I will do my endeavour to correct that imperfbotion, which 
hath arisen from the necessity of our afikirs, and the slavei^ we 
have been under formerly; and to make a tfaai;ikful return, after 
the most pious manner, to God, fot what blessings I have re<- 
ceived from him, by giving me this kii^dom, and that by ren- 
dering his temple as complete as I am able J' 

2. And this was the speech which Herod made to them; but 
still this speech affrighted many of the people, as being unex« 
pected by theni, and because it seemed mcredible, it did not en- 
courage them, but put a damp upon them: fprthey were afraid 
that he would pull down the whole edifice, and not be able to 
bring his intentions to perfection for its rebuilding ; and this dan* 
ger appeared to them to be very great, and the vastness of the 
undertaking to be such as could hardly be accomplished. But 
while they were in this dispositioa the kii^ encouraged them and 
told them, ** He would not pull down their temple till all thing§ 
were j^otten ready for building it up entirely again," A^d ^s h^ 
promised them this beforehand, so he did not break his word 
with them; but got ready a thousand waggons, that were to bring 
stones for the building, and chose out ten thousand pf the mosl 
skilful workmen, and bought a thousand sacerdotal garments for 
as many of the priests, and had some of them taught the arts of 
stonecutters, and others of carpenters^ and then began to build : 
but this not till every thing was well pfepared for the Work. 

AA 2 
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3. So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid others^ 
and erected the temple upon them, being in length a hundred 
cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which [twenty] upon 
the sinking of their foundations* fell down ; and this part it was 
that we resolved to raise again in the days of Nero. Now the 
temple was built of stones that were white and strong, and each 
of their length was twenty-five cubits, dieir height was eight, and 
their breadth about twelve ; and the whole structure, as was also 
the structure of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower; 
but the middle was much higher, till they were visible te those 
that dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly 
to such as lived over against them, and those that approached to 
them. Tlie temple had doors also at the entrance, and lintek 
over them, of the same height with the temple itself. They were 
adorned with embroidered vails, with their flowers of purple, and 
pillars interwoven ; and over these, but under the crown work, 
was spread out a golden vine, with its branches banging down 
from a great height, the largeness and fine workmanship of 
which was a surprising sight to the spectators, to see what vast 
materials there were, and with what great skill the workmanship 
was done. He also encompassed the entire temple with very 
large cloisters, contriving them to be in a due proportion thereto; 
and he laid out larger sums of money upon them than had been 
done before him, till it seemed that no one else had so greatly 
adorned the temple as he had done. There was a large wall to 
both the cloisters, which wall was itself the most prodigious work 
that was ever heard of by man. The hill was a rocky ascent, 
that declined by degrees towards the east parts of the city, till it 
came to an elevated level. This hill it was which Solomon, who 
was the first of our kings^ by divine revelation encompassed with 
a wall ; it was of excellent workmanship upwards, and round the 
top of it He also built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, 
which was encompassed by a deep valley ; and at the south side 
he laid rocks togedier, and bound them one to another with lead, 
and included some of the inner parts, till it proceeded to a great 
height, and till both the largeness of the square edifice and its 

* Some of our modern students in architecture have made a strange blander 
here, when they imagine that Josephus affirms the entire foundations of the tem- 
ple or holy house sunk down into the rocky mountain on which it stood, no less 
than twenty cubits, whereas he is clear that they were the foundations of the ad- 
diiional twenty cnbits only above the hundred (made perhaps weak on purpose, 
and only for show and grandeur), that sunk or fell down, as Dr. Hudson rightly 
understands him. Nor is the thing itself possible in the other sense. Agrippa's 
preparation for building the inner parts of the temple twenty cubits higher (His- 
tory of the War, B. v. ch. i. sect. 6) must, in all probability, refer to this matter, 
since Josephus says here, that this which had fallen down was designed to be 
raised up again under Nero, under whom Agrippa made that preparation. But 
what Josephus says presently, that Solomon was the first kipg of the Jews, ap- 
pears by the parallel place, Antiq. B. xx. ch.iz. sect. 7, and other places, to be 
meant only the first of David*s posterity, and the first builder of the temple. 
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iflMtude wel*e ionmense, and till the vastness of the stones in the 
front were plainly visible on the. outside, jet so that the inward 
parts were fastened together with iron, and preserved the joints 
immoveable for all future times. When this work [for the foun* 
dation] was done in this manner, and joined together as part of 
the hill itself to the very top of it, he wrought it all into one 
outward surface^ and filled up the hollow places which were 
about the wall, and made it a level on the external upper sur* 
face^^ and a smooth level also. This hill was walled alt round, 
and in compass four furlongs, [the distance of J each angle con* 
taining in length a furlong ; but within this wall, and on the very 
top of all, there ran another wall of stone also, having on the 
east quarter a double cloister, of the same length with the wall : 
in the midst of which was the temple itself. This cloister looked 
to the gates of the temple ; and it had been adorned by many 
kings in former times : and round about the entire temple were 
fixed the spoils taken from barbarous nations ; all these had been 
dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the addition of those he 
had taken from the Arabians. 

4. Now on the north side [of the temple] was built a citadel, 
whose walls were square, and strong, and of extraordinary firm- 
ness. This citadel was built by £e kings of the Asamouean 
race, who were also high priests before Herod, and they called 
it the Tower ; in which were reposited the vestments of the high 
priest, which the high priest only put on at the time when he 
was to offer sacrifice. These vestments king Herod kept in that 
place ; and after his death they were under the power of the 
Romans until the time of Tiberius Csesar ; under whose reign 
Vitellius^ the president of Syria, when 4ie once came to Jerusa- 
lem, and had been most magnificently received by the multitude, 
he had a mind to make them some requital for the kindness they 
had showed him ; so, upon their petition to have those holy, vest- 
ments in their own power, he wrote about them to Tiberius 
Caesar, who granted his request ; and this their power over the 
sacerdotal vestments continued with the Jews till the death of 
king Agrippa; but after that, Cassius Longinus, who was pre- 
sident of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator of 
Judea, enjoined the Jews to reposit those vestments in the tower 
of Antonia; for that they ought to have them in their power, 
as they formerly had. However the Jews sent ambassadors to 
Claudius Caesar to intercede with him for them ; upon whose 
coming, king Agrippa, jun. being then at Rome, asked for and 
obtained the power over them from the emperor; who gave 
command to Vitellius, who was then commander in Syria, to 
give it them accordingly. Before that time they were kept un- 
der the seal of the high priest and of the treasurers of the tem-< 
pie ; which treasurers, the day before a festival, went up to the 
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Romftii capluo bf the temple guards^ and viewed tteit <oWil eetil ^ 
knd received the vestments ; and agaiii> when, the festivel w^ 
Dver^ they brought it to the .eame place, and showed the captnin 
of the temple guards their seal, which corresponded with his 
teal) and reposited them there. And that these things were 86, 
the affictlons that happened to us afterward [about tbemj are 
sufficient evidence. But for the tower itself, when Hetod the 
king of the Jews had fortified it more firmly thto before, in ordet- 
to secure and guard the temple, he gratified AntoniuS, who Was 
his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it the name of 
the to^er of Antonia. 

6i Now in the western quarters of the enclosure of the tem- 
ple there Were four gates; the first led to the kiiig*s palace, add 
Went to a passage over the intermediate Valley ; two more led 
to the suburbs of the city; find the last led td the other cily, 
where the road descended down into the valley by a great nuth"- 
Iber of steps, and thence up again by the tisceiit; for the eity lajr 
over against the temple in the manner of a th^at^e, and Was en- 
compassed with a deep valley along the entire Soilth quarter; 
but the foiirth front of the t^:nple, which was southward, had 
indeed itself gates ih its middle^ as also it had the roylil cloisters, 
with three walks which reached in length from the east valley 
unto that on the west, for it was impossible it should reach any 
farther ; and this cloister deserves to be mentioned better than 
any other under the sun ; for while the valley was very deep, 
iind its bottom could not be seen, if you looked from above into 
the depth, this fkrther vastly high elevation of the cloistef* stobd 
•upon that height, insomuch that if liny one looked down firoiii 
^he top of the battlements, or down both those altitudes, he 
would be giddy, while his sight could hot reach to such an im- 
mense depth. This cloister had pillat^ that stood in four rows 
due over agaifist the othei* all along> fot the fburth row was 
interwoven into the wall, which [also was bnilt of stone]; and 
the thickness of 6^ch pillai- was such, that three men mighty with 
their arms exteilided, fathom it round, and join their hands agsiin, 
while its length Was twenty-seven feet^ with b double spiral at 
jts basis ; and the number of all the pillars [in that coUn] Was a 
liundred and sixty<^two. Their chapiters Were tnade With scQlp- 
tures after the Corintht&n onder, and caused an ambzement [to 
the spectators], by reason of the grandeur of the Wholev These 
foui- rows of pillafs included three intertels for Walking in the 
middle of this cloister; two of which walks were miKte parallel 
to each other, and Were contrived after Ae same manner : the 
breadth of each of them was thirty feet, the length was a fur- 
long, and the height fifty feet; but the breadth of the tniddle 
part of the cloisfter Was one and a half of the breadth of the 
other, and the height Was double, for it was much higher than 
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thoi»e on ^acft tide ; bilt t&e roofs ^me adorned witb deep scidp- 
tttfi^s iti wood, rejifj^esenthig many sorts bf figures : thb middle 
Wflis much higher than the r^t;»and tbe ^all of the front wa6 
tidomed with beainl^ nesting upon pillars that were interwoveti 
into it; and that front was all of polished stdne, iiisouluch th«t 
its fineness^ to such as had not seen it^ was incredible^ and to 
tach as had seen tt was greatly amazing* Thu^ was the fir^lt 
enclosure. In tbe midst of which, and not far from i^ was the 
second, to be gone up to by a few steps ; this was enco^ipassed 
by a stone wall for a partition^ with an inscription,, which forbade 
Ally foreigner to ^o in utlder pain of deaths Now this ibnei- 
enclosure had on its southern and northern quarters three gates 
[equally] distant from one another ; but on the east quarter, to* 
\Vards the ftunrising, ther& was one large gate, throngh which 
such as were pure came in, together with their wives ; but the 
temple farther inward in that gate was not allowed to the women; 
but still more inward was there a third [court of the] temple^ 
whereinto it was not lawful for any but the priests alone to enter. 
The temple itself was within this; and before that temple was 
the altar, qpon which we ofifer our sacrifices and burnt offerings 
to God. Into none of these three did king Herod enter"*, for 
he was forbidden, because he was not a priest. However, he 
took care of the cloisters and the outer enclosures; and these he 
built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year and 
six months ; upon which all the people were full of joy ; and 
presently they returned thtinks, in the first place> to Uod, and 
in iho next place for the alacrity the kii^ had showed. They 
feasted, aild celebrated this rebuilding of the temple : and for 
the king, he sacrificed diree hundred oxen to God, as did the 
rest every one according to his ability; the number of which 
sacrifices it is not possible to set dowh, for it cannot be that we 
should truly relate it ; for at the same time with this celebration 
for the work about the temple fell also the day of the king^s 
inauguration, which he kept of an old custom as a festival, and 
it now coincided with the other; which coincidence of them both 
tciade the festival nfiost illustrious. 

7. There ^Hb al^ M oceult passsige built fyt the king; it ted 
from Atitonift fo the inner tetnple, at its eastern gate ; over which 
he also ei-ected for himself a toWer, that h^ might have the op« 
porttlnfty of a subterraneous ^sceht to the i^tnple, in order to 

* Inip none of {he$e three iid king Hetod enier^ i. e. 1. Not into the court of 
the priest; 2. nor into the holy boose itself; 3. nor into the separate place be- 
longing to the altar, as the words following iiAply ; for noAe bdt priests, or their 
atteodiiiitfc the Levites, might come into any of tbfeft. See Antiq. B. zvi. ehjv. 
sect. 6, whfere Herod goes into the temple, and makes a speech in it to the peo- 
|>le ; but that could only be into the court of Israel, whither the people could 
come to bear him. 
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guard agatnst any sedition which might W made by the people 
against their kings. It is also reported *, that during the time 
that the temple was buildings it did not rain in the daytime^ but 
that the showers. fell in the nights, so that the work was not 
himlered. And this our fathers have delivered to us; nor is it 
incredible, if any one have' regard to the other manifestations of 
God. And thus was performed (be work of the rebuilding of- 
the temple. 

• This tradition which Josephus here mentions, as delivered down from fathers 
to their children, of this particular remarkable circamstance relating to the 
building of Herod's temple, is a d<;roonstration that such its building was a known 
thin^ in Judea in his time. He was born but 46 years after it is related to. have 
heeii finished, and might himself have seen and spoken with some of the builders 
themselves, and with a great number of those that had seen it building.. The 
doubt therefore about the truth of this history of the pulling down and rebuild- 
ing this temple by Herod, which some weak people have indulged, was not then 
much greater than it soon may be, whether or no our St. Paul's church in Lon- 
don was burnt down In the fire of London, A. D. 1666, and rebuilt by Sir Ghrb- 
topher Wren a little afterward. 



BOOK XVI. 



CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE YEARS. 

iptom tf)t JfimUti% of tit Stmple l^s f^erol) to tj^e Seat]^ of 
SlexanHet anO Artetol^ttlajs* 



CHAP. I. 



I 



A Law of Heroes about Thieves. Salome and Pheroras calum- 
niate Alexander and Aristobulus upon their Return from 
Rome, for whom yet Herod provides Wives, 

1. As king Herod was very zealous in the administration of 
s entire government, and desirous to put a stop to particular 
acts of injustice which were done by criminals about the city 
and country, he made a law, no way like our original laws, and 
which be enacted of himself, to expose house-breakers to be 
ejected out of his kingdom; which punishment was not only 
grievous to be borne by the offenders, but contained in it a dis- 
solution of the customs of our forefathers ; for this slavery to 
foreigners, and such as did not live after the . manner of the 
Jews, and this necessity that they were under to do whatsoever 
such men should command, was an offence against our religious 
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settlement^ rather than a punishment to such as were found to 
have offended, such a punishment being avoided in our original 
laws ; for those laws ordain that the thief shall restore fourfold ; 
and that if he have not so much, he shall be sold indeed, but not 
to foreigners, nor so that he be under perpetual slavery, for he 
must have been released after six years. But this law, thus en- 
acted, in order to introduce a severe and illegal punishment, 
seemed to be a piece of insolence in Herod, when he did not 
act as a king but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, and with- 
out any regard to his subjects, did he venture to mtroduce such 
a punishment. Now this penalty, thus brought into practice, 
was like Herod's other actions, and became a part of his accusa- 
tion, and an occasion of the hatred he lay under. 

?. Now at this time it was that he sailed to Italy, as very 
desirous to meet with Caesar, and to see his sons who lived at 
Rome : and Caesar was not only very obliging to him hi other 
respects, but delivered him his sons again, that be might take 
them home with him, as having already completed themselves in 
the sciences; but as soon as the young men were come from 
Italy, the multitude were very desirous to see them, and they 
became conspicuous among them all, as adorned with great 
blessings of fortune, and having the countenances of persons of 
royal dignity. So they soon appeared to be the objects of envy 
to Salome, the king's sister, and to such as had raised calumnies 
against Mariamne; for they were suspicious, that when these 
came to the government, they should be punished for the wick- 
edness they had been guilty of against their mother; so they 
made this very fear of theirs a motive to raise calumnies against 
them also. They gave it out that they were not pleased with 
their father's company, because he had put their mother to death, 
as if it were not agreeable to piety to appear to converse with 
their mother's murderer. Now, by carrying these stories, that 
had indeed a true foundation [in the fact], but were only built 
on probabilities as to the present accusation, they were able to 
do them mischief; and to make Herod take away that kindness 
from his sons which he had before borne to them ; for they did 
not say these things to him openly, but scattered abroad such 
words among the rest of the multitude : from which words, when 
carried to Herod, he was induced [at last] to hate them ; and 
which natural affection itself, even in length of time, was not able 
to overcome; yet was the king at that time in a condition to 
prefer the natural affection of a father before all the suspicions 
and calumnies his sons lay under : so he respected them as he 
ought to do ; aiid married them to wives, now they were of an 
a^e suitable thereto. To Aristobulus he gave for a wife Ber- 
nice, Salome^s daughter; and to Alexander, Glaphyra, the 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. 
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CHAP. 11. 

How Herod twice sailed to Agrippa; and how, upon the Com* 
plaint of the Jews in Ionia, against the Greeks, Agrippa con^ 
firmed the Laws (if the Jews to them. 

§ 1. Wh^)^ Herod had dispatobed these affairs, and he under- 
i^tdod that Marcds Agrippa had sailed again out tf Italy into 
Asia, he made haste to him, and besought him to come to him 
into his kingdom ; tod to partake of what he might justlvexpect 
froth ohe that had been his guest, atid was his frietld. This re* 
quest he greatly pressed; and to it Agrippa agreed, and came 
into Judea: whereupon Herod omitted nothing that might please 
him. He entertained him in his new built cities, and showed 
faiiii the edifices he had built; and provided all Sorts Of the best 
iind niost costly dainties hf him and his friends; and that at 
Sebaste and Cesarea, about that port that he had built, and at 
Ih^ foHresses which he had Erected iit great expenses; Alex- 
titidriuiti, sind Hc^rodium, and Hyrc^nia. H<s also conducted 
him to the city of Jerusalem; where all the people met him in 
their festival garments, and received him With acclaniiitions. 
Agrippa alsO offered an hecatomb of sacrifices to God; and 
feasted the people, Without omitting dby of the great^t daititie^ 
thiit cotild be gotten, lie also took so ihiich pleasure Aefe, 
that he abode many days with them, and would willingly have 
fttaid longer, bnt that the season of the year made him make 
haste away; for, as winter was coming on, he thought it not iftafe 
to go to sea later; and yet he was of necessity to return again 
to lotiia. 

2. So Agrippsk werit aWay, wheh Herod had bestoWed otl 
him, and on the principal of those that were with him, manjr 
bresetitS: but kiilg Herod, when he had passed the wititer iii 
liis owii dominions, made haste to get to hjm again ih the 

Sring; When he kfiew he designed to go to fi campaigti at the 
3sphot*Us. So wheti he bad sailed by Rhodes and by Cos, he 
touched at Lesbos, ^s thinking he should hflve overtaken Agrippa 
there; but he was taken short hefe by a tilorth vrind, which 
hindered his ship from going to the shore: so he continued 
tnany days at Chins; and there he kindly treated a great rtidny 
that ^ame to him, and obliged them by giving them royal gifts. 
And wh^n he saw that the portico of the city was iklleri down ; 
which, a6 it Was overthrown in the Mithridatic war, and was a 
Ver^ lai*g6 tnA fine btiilding, so was it not so easy to rebuild that 
as it Was the rest; yet did he furnish a dum not only large Enough 
for that purpose, but what was more than sufficient to finish the 
building; fand ordered them not to overlook that portico, but to 
rebuild it quickly; that so the city might recover its proper 
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ornamentSi And ^ben the high winds were laid, he sliiled to 
Mityleile, iikd thence to Bysantium; and when he heard that 
Agrilppa was sailed beyond the Cyane&lti rocks^ he made all the 
ha^te possible to overtake him^ and came up with hini about 
Sitiope^ in Ponius^ He was seen sailing by the shipUien most 
unexpectedly, but appeared to their great joy : and many friendly 
salutations there were between them ; insomuch thai Agrippa 
dtbotight he had received the greatest marks of the kibg's kind*- 
aess aild huilianity towards him possible; since the king had 
come so long a Voyage, and at a very proper season for his as- 
sistance; and had left the government of bis own dominions, 
and thought it more worth his while to ootne to him* Adcord- 
iilgly Herdd was all in ail to Agrippa in the ilianagement of the 
wai*; and a great Assistant in civil affieiirti, and in giving him 
counsel as to particular matters. He was also a pleasailt com^ 
panion for him when be relaxed himself, and a joint pbrtaker with 
nim in all things; in troubles because of his kindness^ and in pro- 
sperity because of the respect Agrippa had for him; Now ds soon 
as those affairs of PontuS were finished, for whose sake Agrippa 
was sent thitfaei', they did not think fit to return by sea, but 
passed thi'ough Paphlagonia and Cappkdocia: they then travelled 
thence ovet Great Pbrygia, and catne to Ephesus; and then they 
sailed froda Ephesus to Samos^ And indeed the king bestowed 
a gteat many benefits on every city thiat he came to, according 
iu they stood in need of them; for as f6r those thdt walited either 
money ol* kind treatment, he Was not wantitlg to them; bbt he 
supplied tbfe fortuer himself out of his own expenses: he also be<- 
came an intercessor with Agrippa for all such ae sought after 
his favour; and he brought things so about that the petitioned 
Fidled in none of their suits to him; Agrippa being himself of a 
good disposition, and Of great generosity; itnd ready to gratit lill 
such requests as might be adtantageoiis to the petitioners, pro- 
vided they were not to the detriment of others. The inclina- 
ti6n of the king Was of great weight ilsO, and still excited 
Agrippa, who was bimself ready to do good; for he made a re-^ 
conciliation between the people of Iliut^, at whom he was angry, 
and paid what money the people of Chius owed Caesar^s procti^ 
rators, and discharged them of their tributes; and helped all 
others according as their several necessities required. 

S. But now, when Agrippa and HeiPod Were in loniii, a great 
multitude of Jews, who dwelt in their cities^came to tfaem^ and, 
laying hold of the Opportunity and the liberty now given them, 
kid before theni the injuries which they suffered; while they 
Were not permitted to use their oWn laws, but Were codipelled 
to prosecute their lawsuits, by the ill usage of the judges, upon 
their holy days ; and were deprived of the money they used to 
lay up at Jerusalem; and were forced into the army, and upon 
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such Other offices as obliged them to spencf their sacred money: 
from which burdens they ahvajs used to be freed bj the Romans, 
who had still permitted them to live according to their own laws. 
When this clamour was made, the king desired of Agrippa that 
he would hear their cause, and assigned Nicolaus, one of bis 
friends, to plead for those their privileges. Accordingly, when 
Agrippa had called the principal of the Romans^ and such of the 
kings and rulers as were there, to be his assessors, Nicolaus 
stood up, and pleaded for the Jews, as follows : *^ It is of neces- 
sity incumbent on such as are in distress to have recourse to 
those that have it in their power to free them from those injuries 
they lie under; and for those that now are complainants, they 
approach you with great assurance; for as they have formerly 
often obtained your favour, so far as they have even wished to 
have it, they now only entreat that you who have been the 
donors, will take care that those favours you have already granted 
them may not be taken away from them. We* have . received 
these favours from you, who alone have power to grant them ; 
but have them taken from us by such as are no greater than 
ourselves, and by such as we know are as much subjects as we 
are: and certainly, if we have been vouchsafed great favours, it 
is to our commendation^ who have obtained them, as having been 
found deserving of such great favours ; and if those favours be 
but small ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not to 
confirm them to us: and for those that are the hinderance of 
the Jews, and use them reproachfully, it is evident that they af- 
front both the receivers, while they will not allow those to be 
worthy men to whom their excellent rulers themselves have borne 
their testimony; and the donors, while they desire those favours 
already granted may be abrogated. Now, if any one should 
ask these Gentiles themselves, which of the two things they 
would choose to part with, their lives, or the customs of their 
forefathers; their solemnities, their sacrifices, their festivals, 
which they celebrated in honour of those they suppose to be 
gods? I know very well that they would choose to sufiTer any 
thing whatsoever rather than a dissolution of any of the customs 
of their forefathers; for a great many of them have rather chosen 
to go to war on that account, as very solicitous not to transgress 
in those matters: and indeed we take an estimate of that hap- 
piness which all mankind do now enjoy .by your means from this 
yei'y thing; that we are allowed every one to worship as our own 
institutions require, and yet to live [in peace]: and although they 
would not be thus treated themselves, yet do they endeavour to 
compel others to comply with them; as if it were not as great 
an instance of impiety profanely to dissolve the religious solem- 
nities of any others, as fx> be negligent in the observation of their 
own toward their gods^ And let us now consider the one of 
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these praetices: Is there any people, or city, or community of 
men, to whom your government and the Roman power does not 
appear to be the greatest blessing? Is there any one that can 
desire to make void the favours they have granted? No one is 
certainly so mad ; for there are no men but such as have been 
partakers of their favours, both public and private; and indeed 
those that take away what you have granted can have no assur-^ 
ance, but every one. of their own grants made them by you may 
betaken from them also; which grants of yours can yet never be 
sufficiently valued; for if they consider the old government under 
kings, tc^ether with your present government, besides the great 
number of benefits which this government hath bestowed on 
them, in order to their happiness, this is instead of all the rest, 
that they appear to be no longer in a state of slavery, but of 
freedom. Now the privileges we desire, even when we are in the 
best circumstances, are not such as deserve to be envied; for we 
are indeed in a prosperous state by your means, but this is only 
in common with others; and it is no more than this which we 
desire, to preserve our religion without any prohibition ; which 
as it appears not in itself a privilege to be envied us, so it is for 
the advantage of those that grant it to us: for if the divinity de- 
lights in being honoured, it must delight in those that permit 
' tliem to be honoured: and there are none of our customs which 
are inhuman; but all tending to piety, and devoted to the pre- 
servation of justice: nor do we conceal those injunctions of 
ours, by which we govern our lives; they being memorials of 
piety, and of a friendly conversation among men. And the 
seventh day"* we set apart from labour; it is dedicated to the 
learning of our customs and laws: we thinking it proper to re- 
flect.on them^ as well as on any [good] thing else, in order to our 
avoiding of sin. If any one therefore examine into our ob- 
servances, he will find they are good in themselves, and that 
they are ancient also, though some think otherwise; insomuch 
that those who have received them cannot easily be brought to 
depart from th^m, out of that honour they pay to the length of 
time they have religiously enjoyed them and observed them. 
Now our adversaries take these our privileges away in the way 
of imustice: they violently seize upon that money of ours which 
is offered to God, and called sacred money ; and this openly^ 
after a sacrilegious manner: and they impose tributes upon us; 
and bring us before tribunals on holy days: and then require 
other like debts of us : not because the contracts require it, and 
for their own advantage ; but because they would put an affront on 

* We may here observe the ancient practice of the Jews, of dedicatinj^ the 
Sabbath day not to idleness, but to the learning their sacred rites and relij^iotu 
customs, and to the meditation on the law of Moses. The like to which we 
meet, with elsewhere in Josephus also against Appion^ B. i. sect. 28. * 
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pur rdi^^oo, of which they ;^iie ppnacious aa wdl as wis; and 
have indulged tbeinaelves in aa uujuat, apd^ to thenr, iuvplun* 
^ry hatred. For your governmeol over all is ooe teuding to the 
establishing of benevolence, and abolishing of ill will among 
9Uch as are disposed to it. This is therefore what we implore 
from thee, paost excellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill 
treated; that we may not be abused: that we may not be hin- 
dered from making use of our own customs; nor be despoiled of 
Qur. goods; nor be forced by these men to do what we ourselves 
force nobody to do; for tbes6 privileges of oiirs are not only ao 
cording to justice^ but have formerly been granted u^ by you: 
^nd we are able to read to yoii many decrees of the senate, and 
the tables that contain them; which sire still extant in the Capi- 
tol» concerning these things, which it is evident were granted 
after you had experience of bur fidelity towafda you, which ou^t 
to be valued, though no such fidelity had been; for you have 
hitherto preserv^ what people were in pn^seasjon of, not <lo ua 
only, but almost to all men; and have sodded greater advantages 
than they could have hoped for, and thereby your government is 
become a great advantage to them. And if any one w^re able 
to enumerate the prosperity you have conferred on every nation, 
which they possess by your means, he could never put an end 
to his discourse; but that we may demonstrate that we are not 
unworthy of all those advantages we have obtaiqed, il will be 
sufi^cient for us to say nothing of other things, but to speak 
freely of this king who now governs us, and is now one of thy 
assessors : and indeed in what instance of good will, as to youf 
bouse, bath he been deficient? What mark of fidelity to it hath 
he omitted? What token of honour hath he not devised? What 
Qipcasion for his assistance of you hath he not regarded at the 
v^ry first? What hindereth, therefore, but that your kindnesses 
may be as numerous as his so great benefits to you have been? 
It may also, perhaps, be fit not here to pass over in silence the 
valour of his father Antipater, who, when Caesar made an expe- 
dition into Egypt, assisted him with two thousand armed m^n, 
and proved inferior to nmie, neither in the battles on land, nor in 
tb^ management of the nayy: and what need 1 say any thing of 
how great weight those soldiers were at that juncture ? or how 
many, and how great presents they were vouchsafed by Caesar? 
And truly I ought before now to have mentioned the epistles 
which Csesar wrote to the senate; and how Antipater had 
honours, and the freedom of the city of Rome bestowed upon 
him ; for these are demonstrations both that we have received 
these favours by our own deserts, and do on that account petition 
thee for thy confirmation of them, from whom we had reason to 
hope for then?, though they had not been given us before, bo^ 
out of regard to our kind's dispQsition towards you, and your 
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diapo$iUon to^ardff himt Aod f^irtb^r, we b^va k^^n informfid 
by those Je^s tbat were tberei with what kmdoe^s thou t^aaieat 
into our country, md how thou offer^dst the mo^l perfect ^^icrir 
fices to God, and honptiredst him with remarkftblQ yo^«, And 
how thoq gaveat the people a fe^^t^ 9nd aceeptedst of thoir own 
bo9pitable presents to tbe^. Wq ought to esteennt all tbesfi kiud 
entertainments^ noiade both by our nation and our city, to a man 
who is the ruler and manager of so much of the public affairs, 
as indications of that friendship which thou bast returned tp thje 
Jewish nation, and which hath been procured them by the family 
of Herod. So we put thee in mind of these things in the pre- 
sence of the king, now sitting by thee, and make our request for 
DO more but this^ that what you have given us yourselves you 
will not see taken away by others from us/' 

4. When Nicolaus had made this speech, there was no op- 
position made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an inquiry 
made, a^ ip a court of justice, but an intercession to prevent 
violence to be offered tq the Jews apy Ipuger^ nqr did (bf^ 
Greeks in^ke any defence of themselves, or dei)y wbat it w^f 
supposed they bad done^ Thei|r pretence was no more than tbis^ 
that while the Jews inhabited in their country they were entirely 
unjust to them [in pot joining in their worship]; but they de- 
IPpDstrated their gep^roqitj^ in this, tb^t though they WPr^bip^d 
according to their oAipp institutions, they did nothing that qugbt 
to grieve them. So wb^n Agrippa perceived that they h^d beeft 
oppressed by vipleppe, he made this answer; << That on account 
of Herod's gopd will apd friendship, h^ w^ r^^dy to gr$int th^ 
Jews whatsoever they sjipuld ask bim> wi that their req^^st^ 
s^eoaifed tp bim in themselves just; and tbfit if th^y requi^st^d 
any thing farther, be should UQt scruple to gr^nt it them, pro, 
vided they were no way to the detriment of tlie iipin^P goyem- 
ipent; but that, while l^eir request was no mpre th^n this, th^t 
what privileges they bad s^lready giyen |hem might not be Abro* 
gated; he confirmed thjs to them that they might pontinue in 
tb§ observation of theii- pwn customs, without any one'^ offering 
them the least injury." And when he b^d a^id thus, b4 dispolyed 
the as^enihly: upon which Herod atpod up »nd ^^luted him, 
and gave him thanks for the kind disposition he showed to them* 
Agripp^ also took this in a very obliging manner^ ^nd^ /^aluted 
him 4gain, and embraced him in hi^ arms; after which be went 
away from Lesbos, but the king determined to sail from Samo|i 
to his pwn country ; find when he had taken his leave of Agripp^, 
he pursued his yoyfige, and landed at Cesare^ in fi few days time« 
Qs having favourable winds; from whence be went to Jerusalem^ 
and there gathered all the people together tp an assembly, not 9 
few being there out of the country also. Sp be c^me to them, 
^ndgs^ve them a particular account of all his jourpey, and pf the 
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.affairs of all the Jews in Asia/how by his means they would live 
without injurious treatment for the time to come. He also told 
them of the entire good fortune he had met with, and how he 
had administered the government, and had not neglected any 
thing which was for their advantage; and as he was very joyful, 
he now remitted to them the fourth part of their taxes for the 
last year. Accordingly, they were so pleased with his favour 
and speech to them, that they went their ways with great glad- 
ness, and wished the king all manner of happiness. 



CHAP. in. 



How great Disturbances arose in Herod^s Family on his pre- 
ferring Antipatevj his eldest Son^ before the Rest, till Alex- 
ander took that Injury very heinously. 

% 1. But now the affairs in Herod's family were in more and 
more disorder, and became more severe upon him, by the hatred 
of Salome to the young men [Alexander and Aristobulus], 
which descended as it were by inheritance [from their mother 
Mariamne]: and as she fully had succeeded against their mother, 
so she proceeded to that degree of madness and insolence, as td 
endeavour that none of her posterity might be left alive, who 
might have it in their power to revenge her death. The young 
men had also somewhat of a bold and uneasy disposition towards 
their father, occasioned by the remembrance of what their mother 
had unjustly suffered, and by their own affectation of dominion. 
The old grudge was also renewed; and they cast reproaches on 
Salonae and Pheroras, who requited the young men with mali- 
cious designs, and actually laid treacherous snares for them* 
Now, as for this hatred, it was equal on both sides, but the man- 
ner of exerting that hatred was different : foJr as for the young men, 
they were rash, reproaching and affronting the others openly, and 
were unexperienced enough to think ^t the most generous to de- 
clare their mindj in that- undaunted manner; but the others did 
not take that method, but made use of calumnies after a subtile 
and a spiteful manner, still provoking the young men, and ima- 

fpning that their boldness might in time turn to the offering vio- 
ence to their father; for inasmuch as they were not ashamed of 
the pretended crimes of their mother, nor thought she suffered 
justly, these supposed that it might at length exceed all bounds, 
and induce them to think they ought to be avenged on their 
father, though it were by dispatching him with their own hands. 
At length it came to this, that the whole city was full of these 
discourses; and, as is usual in such contests, the unskilfulness of 
the young men was pitied; but the contrivance of Salome was 
too hard for them, and what imputations she laid upon them 
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tame to be believed, by means of their own conduct, for ibej 
who were so deeply affected with the death of their mother, that 
. while they said both she and themselves were in a miserable 
case, they vehemently complained of her pitiable end, which in- 
deed was truly tfuch, and said that they were themselves in a 
pitiable case also, because they were forced to live with those 
that had been her murderers, and to be partakers with them. 

2. These disorders increased greatly, and the king's absence 
abroad had afforded a fit opportunity for that increase; but as 
soon as Herod was returned, and had made the forementioned 
speech to the multitude, Pheroras and ^alome let fall words 
immediately as if he were in great danger, and as if the young 
men openly threatened that they would not spare him any longer, 
but revenge their mother's death upon him. They also added 
another circumstance, that their hopes were fixed onArchelaus, 
the king of Cappadocia, that they should be able by his means 
to come to Caesar, and accuse their father. Upon hearing such 
things, Herod was immediately disturbed: and indeed was the 
more astonished, because the same things were related to him by 
some others also. He then called to mind his former calamity^ 
and considered that the disorders in his family had hindered him 
from enjoying any comfort from those that were dearest to him, 
or from his wife whom he loved so well; and suspecting that his 
future troubles would soon be heavier and greater than those 
that were passed, he was in great confusion of mind; for divine 
Providence had in reality conferred upon him a great many out- 
ward advantages, for his happiness, even beyond his hopes, but 
the troubles he had at home were such as he never expected to 
have met with, and rendered him unfortunate; nay, both sorts 
came upon him to such a degree as no one could imagine, and 
made it a doubtful question, whether, upon the comparison of 
both, he ought to have exchanged so great a success of outward 
good things for so great mbfortunes at home, or whether he 
ought not to have chosen to avoid the calamities relating to his 
family, though he had, for a compensation, never been possessed 
of the admired grandeur of a kingdom. 

3. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, in order to depress 
these young men^ he brought to court another of his sona, that 
was born to him when he was a private man : his name was An^ 
tipater; yet did he not then indulge him as he did afterwards, 
when he was quite overcome by him, and let him do every thing 
as he pleased, but rather with a design of depressing the insolence 
of the sons of Mariamne, and managing this elevation of his son, 
that it might be for a warning to them, for this bold behaviour 
of theirs [he thought] would not be so great, if they were once 
persuaded that the succession to the kingdom did not appertain 
to them alone, or must of necessity come to them. So he intro- 

VOL. n. B B 
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duced Antipater as their antagonist^ and imagined that be mad^ 
a good provision for discouraging their pride, and that after this 
was done to the young men, there might be a proper season for 
expecting these to be of a better disposition: but the event 

E roved otherwise than he intended, for the joung men thought 
e did them a very great injury; and as Antipater was a shrewd 
man^ when he had once obtained this degree of freedom, and be? 
gan to expect greater things than be had before hoped for; he 
had but one single design in his head, and that was to distress hi^ 
brethren, and not at all to yield to them the preeminence, but to 
keep close to his father, who was already alienated from them 
by the calumnies he had heard about them, and ready to be 
wrought upon in any way his zeal against them should advise 
him to pursue, that he might be continually more and more 
severe against them. Accordingly all the reports that were 
spread abroad came from him, while he avoided himself the 
suspicion as if those discoveries proceeded from him; but he 
rather chose to make use of those persons for his assistants thaf 
were unsuspected, and such as might be; believed to speak truth 
by reason of the good will they bore to the king; and indeed 
there were already not a few who cultivated a friendship with 
Antipater, in hopes of gaining somewhat by him; and these 
were the men who most of all persuaded Herod, because they 
appeared to speak thus out of their good will to him : and while 
these Joint accusations, which from various foundations sup- 
portecT one another's veracity^ the young men themselves afforded 
farther occasions to Antipater also: for they were observed to 
shed tears often, on account of the injury that was offered them, 
and had their mother in their mouths; and among their friends 
they ventured to reproach their father, as not acting justly, by 
them: all which things were with an evil intention reserved in 
memory by Antipater against a proper opportunity; and when 
they were told to Herod, with aggravations, increased the dis- 
orders so much^ that it brought a great tumult into the family; 
for while the king was very angry at imputations that were laid 
upon the sons of Mariamne, and was desirous to humble them, 
he still increased the honour that he had bestowed on Antipater, 
and was at last so overcome by his persuasions, that he brough| 
his mother to court also. He also wrote frequently to Csesar 
in favour of him, and more earnestly recommended him to his 
care particularly. And when Agrippa was returning to Rome, 
after he had finished his ten years government in Asia"*, Herod 
sailed from Judea; and when he met with binf he had none with 
him but Antipater, whom he delivered to Agnppa, that he might 

• This interval of ten years for the doration of Marcus Agrippa's ^vernment 
in Asia, seems to be tnie, and agreeable to the Roman history. See Usber*s 
Aooalsat A. M.3392. 
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take him along with him^ together with many presents, that so 
he might become Caesar's friend, insomuch that things already 
looked as if he had all his father's favour, and that the young 
men were already entirely rejected from any hopes of the king- 
dom. 

CHAR IV. 

Hoz0j during Antipater's Abode at Romey Herod brought Alex- 
ander and Aristobulus before Casar^ and accused them: 
Alexander's Defence of himself before C(Bsar^ and Reconci- 
liation to his Father. 

§ 1. And now what happened during Antipater's absence aug« 
mented the honour to which he had been promoted, and hisap^ 
parent eminence above his brethren, for he had made a great 
ngure in Rome, because Herod had sent recommendations of 
him to all his friends there: only he was grieved that he was not 
at home, nor had proper opportunities of perpetually calumnii 
ating his brethren ; and his chief fear was, lest his father should 
alter his mind, and entertain a more favourable opinion of thQ 
sons of Mariamne; and as he had this in his mind, he did not 
desist from his purpose, but continually sent from Rome any 
such stories as he hoped might grieve and irritate his father against 
his brethren, under pretence indeed of a deep concern for his pre* 
servation; but in truth, such as his malicious mind dictated, in 
order to purchase a greater hope of the succession, which yet was 
already great in itself: and thus he did till he had excited such a 
degree of anger in Herod, that he was already become very ill 
disposed towards the young men ; bi\t still, while he delayed to 
exercise so violent a disgust against them, and that he might not 
either be too remiss or too rash, and so offend, he thotigbt it best 
to sail to Rome, and there accuse his sons before Caesar, and 
not indulge himself in any such crime as might be heinous 
enough to be suspected of impiety : but as he was going up to 
Rome, it happened that he made such haste as to n^eet with 
Caesar at the city Aquilei"* : so when he came to the speech of 
Caesar, he asked for a time for hearing this great cause, wherein 
he thought himself very miserable, and presented his sons there, 
and accused them of their mad actions, apd of their attempts 

* AlthoQgh Herod met Augostus at Aquilei, yet was this aocusation of his sons 
deferred till they came to Rome, as sect. S assures us ; aod as we are particu* 
larly informed in the history of the War, B.i. ch. zziii. sect. 3 ; though what he 
there says belonged distinctly to Alexander the elder brother, I mean bis bein^ 
brought to Rome, is here justly extended to both the brothers, and that not onlj; 
in our copies, but in that of Zonara's also: nor is there reason to doubt but they 
were both at this solemn hearing by Augustus, although the defence was made by 
Alexander alone, who was the elder brother, and one that could speak very welK 
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against bim : that '^ tbey were enemies to him ; and by all the 
means they were able did their endeavours to show their hatred 
to their own father^ and would take away his life, and so obtain 
his kingdom after the most barbarous manner; that he had 
power from Caesar to dispose of it, not by necessity, but by 
choice, to him who shall exercise the greatest piety towards him, 
while these my sons are not so desirous of rulbg, as they are, 
upon a disappointment thereof, to expose their own life, if so 
they may but deprive their father of his life, so wild and polluted 
is their mind by time become out of their hatred to him ; that 
whereas he had a long time borne this his misfortune, he was 
now compelled to lay it before Caesar, and to pollute his ears 
with such language, while he himself wants to know what seve- 
rity they have ever suffered from him? or what hardships he hath 
ever laid upon them to make them complain of him f and how 
the^ can think it just that he should not be lord of that kingdom, 
which he in a long time and with great dangers had gained, and 
not allow him to keep it and to dispose of it to him who should 
deserve it best i And this, with other advantages, he proposes 
as a reward for the piety of such a one as will hereafter imitate 
the care he hath taken of it, and that such a one may gain so 
great a requital as that is : and that it is an impious thing for 
them to pretend to meddle with it beforehand, for he who hath 
ever the kingdom in his view, at the same time he reckons upon 
procuring the death of his father, because otherwise he cannot 
come at the government ; that as for himself, he had hitherto 
given them all that he was able, and what was agreeable to such 
as are subject to the royal authority, and the sons of a king ; 
what ornaments they wanted, with servants and delicate fare ; 
and had married them into the most illustrious families, the one 
[Aristobulus] to his sister's daughter, but Alexander to the 
daughter of king Archelaus : and what was the greatest favour 
of all, when their crimes were so very bad, and he had authority 
to punish them, yet had he not made use of it against them, but 
had brought them before Caesar their common benefactor, and 
had not used the severity which, either as a father who had been 
impiously abused, or as a king who had been assaulted treacher- 
ously, he might have done, he made them stand upon the level 
with him in judgment ; that, however, it was necessary that all 
this should not be passed over without punishment, nor himself 
live in the greatest fears; nay, that it was not for their own ad- 
vantage to see the light of the sun after what they had done, 
although they should escape at this time, since tbey had done the 
vilest things, and would certainly suffer the greatest punishments 
that ever were known among mankind/* 

2. These were the accusations which Herod laid with great 
vehemency against his sons before Caesar. Now the young men, 
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both while he was speaking, and chiefly at his concluding, wept 
and were in confusion. Now as to themselves, they knew in their 
own conscience they were innocent;- but because they were ac- 
cused by their father, they were sensible, as the truth was, that 
it was hard for them to make their apology, since, though they 
were at liberty to speak their minds freely as the occasion re- 
quired, and might with force and earnestness refute the accusa- 
tion, yet it was not now decent so to do. There was therefore 
a difficulty how they should be able to speak : and tears, and at 
length a deep groan followed, while they were afraid, that if they 
said nothing, they should seem to be in this difficulty from a con- 
sciousness of guilt, nor had they any defence ready, by reason of 
their youth, and the disorder they were under ; yet was not Cae- 
sar unapprized, when he looked upon them in the confusion they 
were in, that their delay to make their defence did not arise from 
any consciousness of great enormities, but from their unskilful- 
ness and modesty. They were also commiserated by those that 
were there in particular, and they moved their father's affections 
in earnest till he had much ado to conceal them. 

3. But when they saw there was a kind disposition arisen both 
in him and in Caesar, and that every one of the rest did either 
shed tears, or at least did all grieve with them, the one of them, 
whose name was Alexander ^ called to his father, and attempted 
to answer his accusation, and said, '^ O father, the benevolence 
thou hast showed to us is evident, even in this very judicial pro- 
cedure: for hadst thou had any pernicious intentions about us, 
thou hadst not produced us here before the common saviour of 
all ; for it was in thy power, both as a king, and as a father, to 
punish the guilty; but by thus bringing us to Rome, and making 
CsBsar himself a witness to what is done, thou intimatest that 
thou intendest to save us ; for no one that hath a design to slay 
a man will bring him to the temples, and to the altars ; yet are 
our circumstances still worse, for we cannot endure to4ive our- 
selves any longer, if it be believed that we have injured such a 
father; nay, perhaps it would be worse for us to live with this, 
suspicion upon us, that we have injured him, than to die without 
such guilt ; and if our open defence may be taken to be true,^ 
we shall be happy, both in pacifying thee, and in escaping the 
danger we are in; but if this calumny so prevails, it is more than 
enough for us that we have seen the sun this day: which why 
should we see, if this suspicion be fixed upon us? Now it is easy 
to say of young men that they desire to re^n; and to say farther, 
that this evil proceeds from the case of our unhappy mother. 
This is abundantly sufficient to produce our present misfortune 
out of the former ; but consider well, whether such an accusa- 
tion does not suit all such young men, and may not be said of 
them all promiscuously f for nothing can hinder him that reigns, 
if he have children, and their mother be dead ; but the father 
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may have a suspicion upon all bis sobs, as ititending some trea* 
chery to him : but a suspicion is not sufficient to prove such' an 
iiiipious practice. Now let any man say, whether we have ac- 
tually and insolently attempted any such thing, whereby actions 
otherwise incredible used to be made credible i Oan any body 
{)rove that poison hath been prepared i or prove a conspiracy of 
our equals, or the corruption of servants, or letters written against 
thee ? Though indeed there are none of those things but have 
sometimes been pretended by way of calumny, when they were 
never done : for a royal family that is at variance with itself is a 
terrible thing ; and that which thou callest a reward of piety, often 
becomes, among very wicked men, such a foundation of hope, 
as makes them leave no sort of mischief untried : nor does any 
one lay any wicked practices to our charge; but as to calumnies 
by hearsay, how qan he put an end to tfaem^ who will not hear 
what we have to say i Have we talked with too great freedom ? 
Yes ; but not against thee, for that would be unjust, but against 
those that never conceal any thing that is spoken to them. Hath 
either of us lamented our mother? Yes; but not because she is 
dead, but because she was evil spoken of by those that had no 
reason so to do. Are we desirous of that dominion which we 
know our father is possessed of? For what reason can we do so f 
If we already have royal honours, as we have, should not we 
labour in vain ? And if we have them not, yet are not we in 
hopes of them ? Or supposing that we had killed thee, could 
we expect to obtain thy kingdom? while neither the earth would 
let us tread upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such an 
action as that : nay, the religion of all your subjects^ and the piety 
of the whole nation, would have prohibited parricides from assum- 
ing the government, and from entering into that most holy tem- 
ple which was built by thee*. But suppose we had made light 
of other dangers, can any murderer go off unpunished while Cae- 
sar is alive ? We are thy sons, and not so impious or so thought- 
less as that comes to, though perhaps more unfortunate than is 
convenient for thee. But in case thou neither findest any 'causes 
of complaint, nor any treacherous designs, what sufficient evi- 
dence hast thou to make such a wickedness of ours credible ? 
Our mother is dead indeed, but then what befell her might be an 
instruction to us to caution, and not an incitement to wicked- 

* Since some prejudiced men have indulged a wild suspicion » as we have sup- 
posed already, Antiq. B. x\, ch. zi. sect. 7, that Josephus's history of Herod's re- 
building the temple is no betterthan a fable, it may not be amiss to take notice of 
this occasional clause in the speech of Alexander before his father Herod, in his 
and his brother*s vindication, which mentions the temple as known by every body 
to have been built by Herod. See John, ii. 20. See also another speech of Herod's 
own to the young men that pulled down his golden eagle from the front of the 
temple, where he takes notice, ** How the building of the temple cost him avast 
sum ; and that the Asamoneans, in those 125 years they held the government, 
were not able to perform so great a work, to the honour of God, as this was." 
Antiq. B. xvii. ch. vi. sect. S. 
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ness. We are nviUing to make a larger apology for ourselvesi 
but actions never done do not admit of discourse : naj« we will 
make this agreement with thee^ and that before Caesar, the lord 
of all, who is now a mediator between us, if thou, O father, canst 
bring thyself, by the evidence of truth, to have a mind free from 
suspicion concerning us, let us live, though even then we shall 
live in an unhappy way; for to be accused of great acts of wick* 
edness, thougli falsely, is a terrible thing: but if thou hast any 
fear remaining, continue thou on in thy pious Ufe, we will give this 
reason for our own conduct, our life is not so desirable to us as 
to desire to have it, if it tend to the harm of our father who gave 
it us/' 

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Cassar, who did not be- 
fore believe so gross a calumny, was still more moved by it, and 
looked intelitly upon Herod, and perceived he was a little con- 
founded, the persons there present were under an anxiety about 
the young men, and the fame that was spread abroad made the 
king hated, for the very incredibility of the calumny, and the 
commiseration which the flower of youth, and beauty of body, 
which were in the young men^ pleaded for assistance, and the 
more so on this account, that Alexander had made their defence 
with dexterity and prudence ; nay, they did not themselves any 
longer continue in their former countenances, which had been 
bedewed with tears, and cast downwards to the ground, but now 
there arose in them hope of the best: and the king himself ap* 
peared not to have had foundation enough to build such an ac* 
cusation upon, he having no real evidence wherewith to convict 
them. Indeed he wanted some apology for making the accusa^ 
tion: but Caesar, after some delay, said, that <^ although the 
young men were thoroughly innocent of that for which they were 
calumniated, yet had they been so far to blame, that they had 
not demeaned themselves towards their father so as to prevent 
that suspicion which was spread abroad concerning them." He 
also exhorted Herod to lay all such suspicions aside, and to be 
reconciled to bis sons, for that it was not just to give any credit 
to such reports concerning hb own children; and that this re- 
pentance on both sides might still heal those breaches that had 
happened between them, and might improve that their good will 
to one another, whereby those on both sides, excusing the rashness 
of their suspicions, might resolve to beara greater degree of per- 
fection towards each other than they had before. After Caesar 
had given them this admonition, he beckoned to the young nien. 
When therefore they were disposed to fall down to makeinter- 
cession to their father, he took them up, and embraced them, 
as they were in tears, and took each of them distinctly in his 
arms, till not one of those that were present, whether freeman or 
slave, but was deeply affected with what they saw. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Caesar, and went away to- 
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gether ; and with them went Antipater, with an hypocritical pre- 
tence diat he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in the last days 
they were with CsBsar^ Herod made him a present of three hun- 
dred talents, as he was then exhibiting shows and lak^esses to the 
people of Rome : and Caesar made him a present of half the 
revenue of the copper mines in Cyprus, and committed the care 
of the other half to him, and honoured him with other gifts and 
incomes; and as to his own kingdom, he left it in his own 
power to appoint which of his sons he pleased for his successor, 
or to distribute it in parts to every one, that the dignity might 
thereby come to them all. And when Herod was disposed to 
make such a settlement immediately, Ciesar said, *' He would 
not give him leave to deprive himself, while he was alive, of the 
power over his kingdom, or over his sons.'' 

6. After this Herod returned to Judea again: but during his 
absence, no small part of his dominions about Trachon had re- 
volted, whom yet the commanders he left there had vanquished^ 
and compelled to a submission again. Now, as Herod was sail- 
ing with his sons, and was come over against Cilicia, to [the 
island] Eleusa, which hath now changed its name for Sebaste, 
he met with Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, who received him 
kindly, as rejoicing that he was reconciled to his sons, and that 
the accusation against Alexander, who had married his daughter, 
was at an end. They also made one another such presents as it 
became kings to make. From thence Herod came to Judea and 
to the temple, where he made a speech to the people concerning 
what had been done in this his journey: *' He also discoursed to 
them about Csesar's kindness to him, and about as many of the 
particulars be had done, as he thought it for his advantage other 
people should be acquainted with. At last he turned his speech 
to the admonition of his sons ; and exhorted those that lived at 
court, and the multitude, to concord: and informed them, that 
his sons were to reign after him ; Antipater first, and then Alex- 
ander, and Aristobulus, th^ sons of Mariamne : but he desired, 
that at present they should all have regard to himself, and esteem 
him king and lord of all, since he was not yet hindered by old age, 
but was in that period of life when he must be the most skilful 
in governing; and that he was not deficient in other arts of ma- 
nagement that might enable him to govern the kingdom well, 
and to rule over his children also. He further told the rulers 
under him, and the soldiery, that in case they would look upon 
him alone, their life would be led in a peaceable manner, and 
they would make one another happy." And when he had said 
this, he dismissed the assembly. Which speech was acceptable 
to the greatest part of the audience, but not so to them all, for 
the contention among his sons, and the hopes he had given them, 
occasioned thoughts and desires of innovations among them. 
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CHAP. V. 



How Herod celebrated the Games that were to return every Fifth 
Year, upon the Building of Cesarea ; and how he built and 
adorned many other Places after a magnificent Manner; and 
did many other Actions gloriously. 

1. About this time it was that Cesarea Sebaste, which he 
ad built, was finished. The entire building being accomplished 
in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the twenty^ighth 
year of Herod's reign, and into the hundred and ninety-second 
olympiad : there was accordingly a great festival, and most sump- 
tuous preparations made presently, in order to its dedication ; 
for he had appointed a contention in music, and games to be 
performed naked : he had also gotten ready a great number of 
those that fight single combats, and of beasts for the like pur- 
pose ; horse races also, and the most chargeable of such sports 
and shows as used to be exhibited at Rome, and in other places. 
He consecrated this combat to Caesar, and ordered it to be cele- 
brated every fifth year. He also sent all sortu of ornaments for 
it out of his own furniture, that it might want nothing to make 
it decent : nay, Julia, Cassar^s wife, sent a great part of her most 
valuable furniture [from Rome], insomuch that he had no want 
of any thing : the sum of them all was estimated at five hundred 
talents. Now when a great multitude was come to that city, to 
see the shows, as well as the ambassadors whom other people 
sent on account of the benefits they had received [from Herod], 
he entertained them all in the public inns, and at public tables, 
and with perpetual feasts ; this solemnity having in the daytime 
the diversions of the fights, and in the night time such merry 
meetings as cost vast sums of money, and publicly demonstrated 
the generosity of his soul; for in all his undertakings he was 
ambitious to exhibit what exceeded whatsoever had been done 
before of the same kind. And it is related, that Cesar and 
Agrippa often said, that '' the dominions of Herod were too 
little for the sreatness of his soul, for that he deserved to have 
both all the kingdom of Syria, and that of Egypt also.'' 

2. After this solemnity and these festivals were over, Herod 
erected another city in the plain called Capbarsaba, where he 
chose out a fit place, both for plenty of water, and goodness of 
soil, and proper for the production of what was there planted, 
where a river encompassed the city itself, and a grove of the 
best trees for magnitude was round about it: this he named 
Antipatris, from his father Antipater. He also built upon an- 
other spot of ground above Jericho, of the same name with his 
mother, a place of great security, and very pleasant for habita- 
tion, and called it Cypros. He alsp dedicated the finest monu- 
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ments to his brother Phasaelus, od account of the great natural 
affection there bad been between them, by erecting a tower in 
the city itself, not less than the tower of Pharos, which he named 
Phasaelus, which was at once a part of the strong defences of 
the city, and a memorial for him that was deceased, because it 
bare his name. He also built a city of the same name in the 
valley of Jericho, as you go from it northward, whereby he ren- 
dered (be neighbouring country more fruitful, by the cultivation 
its inhabitants introduced; and this also he called Pkasaelis. 

3. But as for his other benefits, it is impossible to reckon 
them up, those which he bestowed on cities, both in Syria and 
in Greece, and in all the places be came to in his voyages ; for 
be seems to halve conferred, and that after a most plentiful man- 
ner, what would minister to many necessities, and the building 
of public works, and gave them the money that was necessary 
to such works as want^ it, to support them upon the failure of 
their other revenues : but what was the greatest and most illus- 
trious of all his works, he erected Apollo's temple at Rhodes, at 
his own expenses, and gave them a great number of talents of 
silver for the repsir of their fleet. He also built the greatest 
part of the public edifices for the inhabitants of Nicopolis*, at 
Actium: and for the Antiochians, the inhabitants of the prfai- 
cipal city of Syria, where a broad street cuts through the place 
lengthways, he built cloisters along it on both sides, and laid the 
open road with polished stone, and was of very great advantage 
to the inhabitants. And as to the Olympic games, which were in 
a very low condition^ by reason of the failure of their revenues, 
he recovered their reputation, and appointed revenues for dieir 
maintenance, and made that solemn meetiiig more venerable, as 
to the sacrifices and other ornaments ; and by reason of this vast 
liberality, he was generally declared in their inscriptions to be 
one of the perpetual managers of those games. 

4. Now some there are who stand amazed at the diversity of 
Herod's nature and purposes; for when we have respect to his 
magnificence, and the l^nefits which he bestowed on all man- 
kind, there is no possibility for even those that had the least 
respect for him, to deny, or not openly to confess that he had 
a nature vastly beneficent ; but when any one looks upon the 
punishments he inflicted, and the injuries he did, not only to his 
subjects, but to his nearest relations, and takes notice of his 
severe and unrelenting disposition there, he will be forced to 
allow, that it was brutish, and a stranger to all humanity ; inso- 
much that these men suppose his nature to be different, and 

* Dr. Hndson here gives m the words of Soetoniiis coocerniog this Nicopolb, 
when Aof^tus rebuilt it: '^ And that the memory of the victory at Actium might 
be celebrated the more afterward, he built Nicopolis at Actium, and appointed 
pnblic shows to be there exhibited every fifth year." In August, sect. 18. 
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BOmetimes at contradiction with itself; but I am toyself of an- 
other opinion, and imagine that the occasion of both these sorts 
of actions was one and the sanie ; for being a man ambitious of 
honour, and quite overcome by that passion, he was induced to 
be magnificent, wherever there appeared any hopes of a future 
memorial, or of reputation at present ; and as his expenses were 
beyond his abilities, he was necessitated to be harsh to his sub- 
jects ; for the persons on whom he expended his money were so 
many, that they made him a very bad procurer of it : and be-^ 
cause he was conscious that he Was hated by those under him, 
for the injuries he did them, he thought it not an easy thing to 
amend his offences, for that was inconvienient for his revenue ; 
he therefore strove on the other side to make their ill will an 
occasion of his gains. As to his own court therefore, if uny one 
was not very obsequious to him in his language, and would not 
confess himself to be his slave, or but seemed to think of any 
innovation in his government, he was not able to contaill him- 
self, but prosecuted his very kindred and friends, and punished 
them as if they were enemies; and this wickedness he undertook 
out of a desire that he might be himself alone' honoured. Now 
for this my assertion about that passion of his, we have the 
great^t evidence, by what he did to honour Caesar and Agrippa, 
and his other friends ; for with what honours he paid his re- . 
spects to them who were his superiors, the same did he desire 
to be paid to himself: and what he thought the most excellent 
present he could make another, he discovered an inclinatioil to 
have the like presented to himself. But now the Jewish nation 
is by their law a stranger to all such things, and accustomed to 
prefer righteousness to glory ; for which reason that nation was 
not agreeable to him, because it was out of their power to flatter 
the king's ambition with statues, or temples, or any other such 
performances. And this seems to me to have been at once the 
occasion of Herod's crimes as to his own courtiers and counsel- 
lors, and of his benefactions as to foreigners and those that had 
no relation to him. 



CHAP. VI. 

An Embassage of the Jews in Cyrene and Asia to C(Bsar^ con- 
cerning the Complaints they had to make against the Greeks: 
with Copies of' the Epistles which Casar^and Agrippa wr^te 
to the Cities for them. . 

§ 1. Now the cities ill treated the Jews in Asia> and all those 
also of the same nation which lived in Libya, which joins to 
Cyrene, while the former kings had given them equal privileges 
with the other citizens ; but the Greeks ajQBronted them at this 
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time, and that so far as to' take away their sacred money, and to 
do them mischief on other particular occasions. When there- 
fore they were thus afflicted, and found no end of their barbarous 
treatment they met with among the Greeks, they sent ambassa- 
dors to Csesar on those accounts ; who gave them the same pri- 
vileges as they had beforey and sent letters to the same purpose 
to the governors of the provinces, copies of which I subjoin 
here, as testimonials of the ancient favourable disposition the 
Roman emperors had towards us. 

2. ^^ Caesar Augustus, high priest, and tribune of the people^ 
ordains thus : Since the nation of the Jews hath been found 
grateful to the Roman people, not only at this time, but in time 
past also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high priest, under my father* 
Caesar the emperor, it seemed good to me and my counsellors, 
according to the sentence and oath of the people of Rome, that 
the Jews have liberty to make use of their own customs, accord* 
ing to the laws of their fathers, as they made use of them under 
Hyrcanus the high priest of Almighty God ; and that their sacred 
money be not touched, but be sent to Jerusalem, and that it be 
committed to the care of the receivers at Jerusalem : and that 
they be not obliged to go before any judge on the Sabbath day, 
nor on the day of the preparation f to it, after the ninth hour: 
but if any one be caught stealing their holy books, or their sacred 
money, whether it be out of the synagogue, or public school, he 
shall be deemed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall be 
brought into the public treasury of the Romans. And I give 
order, that the testimonial which they have given me, on account 
of my regard to that piety which I exercise towards all man* 
kind, and out of regard to Caius Marcus Censorinus, together 
with the present decree, be proposed in that most eminent place 
which hath been consecrated to me by the community of Asia 
at Ancyra. And if any one transgress any part of what is above 
decreed, he shall be severely punished.'^ This was inscribed 
upon a pillar in the temple of Cassar. 

3. " Caesar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greeting : Let those 
Jews, how many soever they be, who have been used according 
to their ancient custom, to send their sacred money to Jerusalem, 
do the same freely/' These were the decrees of Caesar. 

4. Agrippa also did himself write after the manner following^ 
on behalf of the Jews : " Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate^ 
and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : I will that the 
care and custody of the sacred money that is carried to the 

* Aogustus here calls Juliiis Cssar hh father, though by birth he was only his 
iific2e, 00 account of his adoption by him. See the same, Antlq. B. xiv. ch. ziv. 
sect 4. 

f This is the aatbeotic evidence, that the Jews, in the days of Augustus, be- 
gan to prepare for the celebration of the Sabbath at the ninth hour on Friday, 
M the tradition of the eldeis did, it seems, then require of (hem* 
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temple at Jerusalem be left to the Jews of Asia^ to do with it 
according to their ancient custom ; and that such as steal that 
sacred money of the Jews, and fly to a sanctuary, shall be taken 
thence and delivered to the Jews, by the same law that sacrile- 
gious persons are taken thence. I have also written to Sylvanus 
the pretor, that no one compel the Jews to come before a judge 
on the Sabbath day." 

o. ^' Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and people 
of Cyreiie, sendeth greeting : The Jews of Cyrene have inter- 
ceded with me for the perfonnance of what Augustus sent orders 
about to Flavius, the then pretor of Libya, and to^the other pro- 
curators of that province, that the sacred money may be sent to 
Jerusalem freely, as hath been their custom from their fore- 
fathers, they complaining that they are abused by certain in* 
formers, and, under pretence of taxes which were not due, are 
hindered from sending them, which I command to be restored 
without any diminution or disturbance given to them : and if any 
of that sacred money in the cities be taken from their proper 
receivers, I farther enjoin, that the same be exactly returned to 
the Jews in that place." 

6. ** Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the magistrates 
of the Sardinians^ sendeth greeting : Cassar hath written to me, 
and commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how many soever 
they be, from assembling together according to the custom of 
their forefathers, nor from sending their money to Jerusalem : I 
have therefore written to you, that you may know that both 
Caesar and I would have you act accordingly.'' 

7. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconsul write otherwise: 
** To the magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephesians, send- 
eth greeting : As I was dispensing justice at Ephesus, on the 
ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Asia demonstrated to 
me, that Augustus and Agrippa had permitted them to use their 
own laws and customs, and to offer those their first fruits which 
every one of them freely offers to the Dei^ on account of piety, 
and to carry them in a company together to Jerusalem without 
disturbance. They also petitioned me, that I would confirm 
what had been granted by Augustus* and Agrippa, by my own 
sanction. I would therefore have you take notice, that, accord* 
ing to the will of Augustus and Agrippa, I permit them to use 
and do according to the customs of their forefathers without 
disturbance." 

8. 1 have been obliged to set down these decrees, because the pre- 
sent history of our own acts will go generally among the Greeks ; 
and I have hereby demonstrated to them, that we have formerly 
been in great esteem, and have not been prohibited by those 
governors we were under from keeping any of the laws of our 
forefathers ; nay, that we have been supported by them, while 
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we followed our own religion^ and the worship we paid to Godt 
and I frequently make mention of these decrees, in order to re- 
concile other people to us, and to take away the causes of that 
hatred which unreasonable men bear to us. As for our customs *", 
there is no nation which always makes use of the same, and in 
every cit^ almost we meet with them different from one another; 
but natural justice is most agreeable to the advantage of all mea 
equally, both Greeks and barbarians, to which our Taws have the 
greatest regard, and thereby render us, if we abide in them, after 
a pure manner, benevolent and friendly to all men : on which 
account we have reason to expect the like return from others^ 
and to inform them that they ought not to esteem difference of 
positive institutions a sufficient cause of alienation, but [join, 
with us in] the pursuit of virtue and probity, for this belongs to 
all men in common, and of itself alone is sufficient for the pre- 
servation of human life. I now return to the thread of my his-* 
tory. 



CHAP. VII. 

How upon Herod's going down into David^s Sepulchre^ the 
Sedition in his Family greatly increased, 

§ 1. As. for Herod, he had spent vast sums about the cities, both 
without and within hb own kingdom; and as he had before 
beard that Hyrcanus, who had been king before him, had opened 
David's sepulchre, and taken out of it three thousand talents of 
silver, and that there was a much greater number left behind, 
and indeed enough to suffice all his wants, he had a great while 
an intention to majce the attempt; and at this time he opened 
that sepulchre by night and went into it, and endeavoured that 
it should not be at ajl known in the city, but took only bis most 
faithful friends with him. As for any money, he found nooe, as 
Hyrcanus had done, but that furniture of gold, and those pre^ 
cious goods that were laid up there; all which he took away. 
However, he bad a great desire to make a more diligent search, 
and to go farther in, even as far as the very bodies of David and 
Solomon ; where two of his guards were slain, by a flame thai 
burst out upon those that went in ; as the report was. So he 
was terribly affrighted, and went out, and built a propitiatory 

* The remaining part of this chapter is a remarkable ooe, as justly distin- 
guishing natural justice, religion, and morality, from positive institutions in all 
conntries, and eyidentty preferring the former before the latter $ as did the triMi 
prophets of God always under the Old Testament, and Christ and his apostles 
always under the New ; whence our Josephus seems to have been at this time 
nearer Christianity than were the Scribes and Pharisees of his age, who, as we 
know from the New Testament, were entirely of a different opinion and prac* 
tice. 
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monument of that fright be had been in, and this of white stone, 
at the mouth of the. sepulchre, and that at a great expense also. 
And even Nicolaus ^ his historiographer makes mention of this 
monument built by Herod, though he does not mention his 
going down into the sepulchre^ as knowing that action to be 
of ill repute ; and many other things he treats of in the same 
manner in his book ; for he wrote in Herod^s lifetime, and un- 
der his reign, and so as to please him, and as a servant to him, 
touching upon nothing but what tended to his glory, and openfy 
» excusing many of his notorious crimes, and very diligently con-^ 
cealing them. And as he was desirous to put handsome colours 
on the death of Mariamue and her sons, which were barbarous 
actions in the king, he tells falsehoods about the incontinence oif 
Mariamne^ and the treacherous designs of his sons upon him j 
and thus he proceeded in his whole work, making a pompous 
encomium upon what just actions he had done, but earnestly 
apologizing for his unjust ones. Indeed a man^ as I said, may 
have a great deal to say by way of excuse for Nicolaus ; for he 
did not so properly write this as a history for others, as some- 
what that might be subservient to the king himself. As for 
ourselves, who come of a family nearly allied to the Asamonean 
kings, and on that account having an honourable place, which is 
the priesthood, we think it indecent to say any thing that is false 
about them, and accordingly we have described their actions after 
an unblemished aud upright manner. And although we reve^ 
rence many of Herod's posterity, who still reign, yet do we pay 
a greater regard to truth than to them, and this though it some«» 
times happens that we incur their displeasure by so doing. 

2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his family seemed to be 
augmented, by reason of this attempt he made upon David's 
sepulchre, whether divine vengeance increased the calamities he 
lay under, in order to render them incurable, or whether fortune 
made an assault upon him, in those cases, wherein the season- 
ableness of the cause made it strongly believed that the calamities 
came upon him for hi^ impiety ; for the tumult was like a civil 
war in his palace, and their hatred towards one another was like 
that where each one strove to exceed one another in calumnies. 
However, Antipater used stratagems perpetually against his bre- 
thren, and that very cunningly : while abroad he loaded them 
with accusations, but still took upon him frequently to apologize 
for them, that this apparent benevolence to them might makehini 

* It is here worth oar observation, how careful Josephus was as to the disco- 
yery of truth in Herod's history, since be would not follow Nicolaus of Damascus 
himself, so great an historian, where there was great reason to suspect that he 
flattered Herod; which impartiality in history Josephus here solemnly professes, * 
and of which impartiality he has given more demonstration than almost any 
other historian whomsoever. But as to Herod's taking great wealth out of Da- 
vid's sepulchre, though I cannot prove it, yet do I strongly suspect it from this 
very history. 
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be belicTed, and forward his attempts against them, by which 
means he, after various manners, circumvented his father, who 
believed that all he did was for hb preservation. Herod also 
recommended Ptolemy, who was a great director of the affairs 
of his kingdom, to ^tipater, and consulted with his mother 
about the public affairs sdso. And indeed these were all in all, 
and did what they pleased, and made the kipg angry against any 
other persons, as they thought it might be to their own advan* 
tage ; but still the sons of Mariamne were b a worse and worse 
condition perpetually, and while they were thrust out, and set 
in a more dishonourable rank, who yet by birth were the most 
noble, they could not bear the dishonour. And for the women, 
Glaphyra, Alexander's wife, the daughter of Archelaus, hated 
Salome, both because of her love to her husband, and because 
Glaphyra seemed to behave herself somewhat insolently towards 
Salome's daughter, who was the wife of Aristobulus, which equa- 
lity of hers to herself Glaphyra took very impatiently. 

3. Now besides this second contention that had fallen among 
them, neither did the king's brother Pfaeroras keep himself out of 
trouble, but had a particular foundation for suspicion and hatred, 
for he was overcome by the charms of his wife to such a degree 
of madness, that he despised the king's daughter, to whom he had 
been betrothed, and wholly bent his mind to the other, who 
had been but a servant. Herod also was grieved by the disho- 
nour that was done him, because he had bestowed many favours 
upon him, and had advanced him to that height of power that 
he was almost a partner with him in the kingdom, and saw that he 
had not made him a due return for his favours, and esteemed 
himself unhappy on that account. So upon Pheroras's unwor- 
thy refusal, he gave the damsel to Phasaelus's son ; but after 
some time, when he thought the heat of his brother's affections 
was over, he blamed him for his former conduct, and desired him 
to take his second daughter, whose name was Cypros. Ptolemy 
also advised him to leave off affronting his brother, and to for- 
sake her whom he had loved, for that it was a base thing to be 
so enamoured of a servant as to deprive himself of the king's 
good will to him, and become an occasion of his trouble, and 
make himself hated by him. Pheroras knew that this advice 
would' be for his own advantage, particularly because he had 
been accused before, and forgiven : so be put his wife away, aU 
though he already had a son by her, and engi^ed to the king, 
that he would take his second daughter, and agreed that the thir- 
tieth day. after should be the day of marriage; and sware he 
would have no farther conversation with her whom he had put 
away ; but when the thirty days were over, he was such a slave 
to his affections, that he no longer performed any thing he had 
promised, but continued still with his former wife. This occa- 
sioned Herod to grieve openly, and made him angry, while the 
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king dropped one word or other against Pheroras perpetually ; 
and many made the king's anger an opportunity for raising ca- 
lumnies against him. Nor had the king any longer a single quiet 
day or hour, but occasions of one fresh quarrel or another arose 
among his relations, and those that were dearest to him ; for Sa- 
lome was of a harsh temper, and ill natured to Mariamne's sons, 
nor would she suffer her own daughter, who was the wife of Ari9-. 
tobulus, one of those young men, to bear a good will to her hus- 
band, but persuaded her to tell her, if he said any thing to her 
in private: and when any misunderstandings happened, a3 is 
common, she raised a great many suspicions out of it ; by which, 
means she learned all their concerns, and made the damsel ill 
natured to the young man. And in order to gratify lier motber« 
she often said, that the young men used to mention. Mariamae 
when they were by themselves; and that they hated their father, 
and were continually threatening, that if they had once got the 
kingdom, they would make Herod's sons by his other wives counr 
try schoolmasters, for that the present education which wasgivea 
them, and their diligence in learning, fitted them for such an em- 
ployment And as for the women, whenever they saw them, 
adorned with their mother's clothes, they threatened that, instead 
of their present gaudy apparel, they should be clothed in sack- 
cloth, and confined so closely that they should not see the light 
of the sun. These stories were presently carried by Salome to 
the king, who was troubled to hear them, and endeavoured ta 
make up matters : but these suspicions afflicted him, and beco- 
ming more and more uneasy, he believed every body against 
every body. However, upon his rebuking his sons, and hearing 
the defence they made for themselves, he was easier for a while, 
though a little afterwards much worse accidents came upon him* 
4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the husband of Glaphy- 
ra, who was the daughter of Archelaua, as we have already told 
you, and said, that he had heard from Salome, that Herod was 
enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his passion for her was incu- 
rable. When Ale:i[ander heard that, he was all on fire, from his 
youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the instances of Herod's 
obliging behaviour to her, which were very frequent, for the 
worse, which came from those suspicions he had on account of 
that word which fell from Pheroras ; nor could he conceal his 
grief at the thing, but informed him what words Pheroras had said. 
Up6n which Herod was in a greater disorder than ever ; and not 
bearing such a false calumny, which was to his shame, was much 
disturbed at it; and often did he lament the wickedness of hia 
doi^estics, and how good he had been to them, and how ill re- 
quitals they bad made him. So he sent for Pheroras, and rer 
prpached him, and said, '' Thou vilest of all men ! art thou come 
Xq that unmeasurable and extravagant degree of ingratitude, as 

VOL. 11. c c 
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not only to suppose such things of me, biit to speak of them ? 
I now indeed perceive what thy intentions are : it is not thy only 
aim to reproach me, when thou usest such words to my son, but 
thereby to persuade him to plot against me, and get me destroyed 
by poison. And who is there, if he had not a good genius at 
his elbow, as hath my son, but would not bear such a suspicion 
of his father, but would revenge himself upon him i Dost thou 
suppose that thou hast only dropped a word for him to think of, 
and not rather hast put a sword into his hand to slay his father ? 
And what dost thou mean, when thou really hatest both him and 
his brother, to pretend kindness to them, only in order to raise a 
reproach against me, and talk of such things as no one but such 
an impious wretch as thou art could either devise in their mind, 
or declare m their words. Be gone, thou art such a plague to thy 
benefactor and thy brother; and may that evil conscience of 
thine go along with thee ; while I still overcome my relations by 
kindness, and am so far ifrom avenging myself of diem, as they 
deserve, that I bestow greater benefits upon them than they are 
worthy of." 

5. Thus did the king speak. Whereupon Pheroras, who was 
caught in the very act of his villany, said, that ^'itwas Salome 
who was the framer of this plot, and that the words came from 
her." But as soon as she heard that, for she was at hand, she cried 
out, like one that would be believed, that no such thing ever 
came out of her mouth : that they all earnestly endeavoured to 
make the king hate her, and to make her away, because of the 
good will she bore to Herod, and because she was always fore* 
seeing the dangers that were coming upon him, and that at pre- 
sent there were more plots against him than usual; for while 
she was the only person who persuaded her brother to put away 
the wife he now had, and to take the king's daughter, it was no 
wonder if she were hated by him. As she said this, and often 
tore her hair, and often beat her breast, her countenance made 
her denial to be believed^ but the perverseness of her manners 
declared at the same time her dissimulation in these proceedings : 
but Pheroras was caught between them, and had nothing plau^ 
sible to offer in his own defence, while he confessed that he had 
said what was charged upon him, but was not believed when he 
said he had heard it from Salome: so the confusion among them 
was increased, and their quarrelsome words one to another. At 
last the king, out of his hatred to his brother and sister, sent them 
both away ; and when he had commended the moderation of his 
son, and that he had himself told him- of the report, he went in 
the evening to refresh himself. After such a contest as this had 
fallen out among them, Salome's reputation suffered greatly, 
since she was supposed to have first raised the calumny ; and the 
king's wives were grieved at her, as knowing she was a veiy ill 
natured woman, and wouM sometimes be a friend, and sometimes 
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an enemy at different seasons: so they perpetually said one thing 
or another against her, and somewhat that now fell out made 
them the bolder in speaking against her» 

6. There. was one Obodas,, king of Arabia, an inactive aild 
slothful man in his nature; but Sylletis managed most of his 
affairs for him. He was a shrewd man, although he w^re but 
young, and was. handsome withal.. This Sy Ileus, upon some oc- 
casion coming to Herod, and supping with him, saw Salome, and 
.set his heart upon her ; and understanding that she was a widow, 
he discoursed with her. Now because Salome was at this timp 
less in favour with her brother, she looked upon Sylleus with 
some passion, and was very earnest to be married to bipi ; qj^ 
on the days following there appeared mapy, and those very g^es)t 
indications of their agreement together. Now the women car- 
jried thi^ news to th^ king, and laughed at the indecency pf it'; 
whereupon ^erod inquired about it farther of Pherpras, ^nd 
desired him to observe them at supper^ how their behaviour was 
one toward another ; who told him, that bv the signals which came 
from their beads and their eyes, they both were evidently in love, 
^fter this, Sylleus the Arabian, being suspected, went away, but 
came again two or three months afterwards, as it were on that 
very design, and spake to Herod about it, and desired that Sa- 
lome might be given him to wife ; for that bis affinity might wt 
be disadvantageous to his affairs, by a unipp with Arabia, the go- 
vernment of which country was lilready in effect under his power, 
and more evidently wou)4 bp his hereafter. Accordingly, whep 
Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and asked her whether 
she were disposed to this match? she immediately agreed to it. 
/But when Sylleus was desired to come over to the Jewish reli- 
gion, and then he should marry her, spid that it was impossible 
to dp it on an^ other terms, he would not bear that proposal, 
and went his way : for he said, that if he should do so, he should 
,be stoned by the Arabs, T^ben did Pheroras reproach Salome 
for her incoptinency, as did the women much, mpr^; and s|ii|d 
that Sylleus had debauched her. As for that damsel, which the 
king had betrothed to his brother Pheroras, but be bad pot taken 
her, as I have before related^ because he was enamoured of. his 
former wife, Salome desired pf Herod she might hp given to 
her spn by Cpatobarps; which match be was very willing to, bpt 
was di^Maded fropi it by Ph^roras^ who pleaded, ^bat this young 
man wpuM pqt bej^ind to her,, since his father had been slain 
by him^ and ijf^^Xt was more just that his /son, who y^as to be 
his successor ip the ^trarchy^ should have her : so be begged 
his parflpp, and persiuided him to do sp. Accordingly the dam- 
sel, upon Uiis change pf her espousals, was disposed of to this 
^oung p}{in, die son ^ Pheroras, tl^e king giving for her portion 
,^ hundred talents. 

cc2 
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CHAP. VIII. 

How Herod took up Alexander , and bound him; whom yet 
Archelausy King of Cappadocia, reconciled to his Father 
Herod again. 

§ 1 . But still the afFairs of Herod's family were no better, but 
perpetually more troublesome.. Now this accident happened, 
which arose from no decent occasion, but proceeded so far as to 
bring great difficulties upon him. There were certain eunuchs 
which the king had, and on account of their beauty was very 
fond of them ; and the care of bringing him drink was intrusted 
to one of them ; of bringing him his supper to another ; and of 
putting him to bed to the third ; who also managed the princi- 
pal affairs of the government ; and there was one told the king 
that these eunuchs were corrupted by Alexander, the king's son, 
with great sums of money: and when they were asked whether 
Alexander had criminal conversation with them ? they confessed 
it, but said they knew of no farther mischief of his against his 
father; but when they were more severely tortured, and were 
in the utmost extremity, and the tormentors out of compliance 
with Antipater, stretched the rack to the very utmost, they said 
that Alexander bare great ill will and innate hatred to his father ; 
and that he told them, that Herod despaired to live much lon- 
ger ; and that in order to cover his great age, he coloured his hair 
black, and endeavoured to conceal what would discover how old 
he was; but that if he would apply himself to him, when he 
should attain the kingdom, which, in spite of his father, could 
come to no one else, he should quickly have the first place in 
that kingdom under him ; for that he was now ready to take the 
kingdom, not only as his birthright, but by the preparations he 
had made for obtaining it; because a great many of the rulers, 
and a great many of his friends, were of his side; and those no 
ill men neither, ready both to do and to suffer whatsoever should 
come on that account. 

£. When Herod heard this confession, he was all over anger 
and fear: some parts seeming to him reproachful, and some 
made him suspicious of dangers that attended him; insomuch 
that on both accounts he was provoked, and bitterly afraid lest 
some more heavy plot was laid against him than he should be 
then able to escape from ; whereupon he did not now make an 
open search, but sent about spies to watch such as he suspected ; 
for he was now overrun with suspicion and hatred against all 
about him; and indulging abundance of those suspicions, in 
order to his preservation, he continued to suspect those that were 
guiltless; nor did he set any bounds to himself, but supposbg 
that those who staid with him had the most power to hurt him, 
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they were to him very frightful; and for those that did not use 
to come to him, it seemed eoough to name them [to make them 
suspected], aod he thought himself safer when they were de^ 
stroyed : and at last his domestics were come to that pass, that 
being no way secure of escaping themselves, they fell to accusing 
one another, and imagining that he who first accused another was 
most likely to save himself; yet, when any had overthrown others, 
they were hated, and they were thought to suffer justly, who un- 
justly accused others, and they only thereby prevented their own 
accusation; nay, they now executed their own private enmities 
by this means, and when they were caught, they were punished 
in the same way. Thus these men contrived to make use of 
this opportunity as an instrument and a snare against their ene- 
mies; yet when they tried it, were themselves caught also in 
the same snare which they laid for others: and the king soon 
repented of what he had done, because he had no clear evidence 
of the guilt of those whom he had slain; and yet what was still 
more severe in him, he did not make use of his repentance, iu 
order to leave off doing the like again, but in order to inflict the 
same punishments upon their accusers. 

3. And in this state of disorder were the affairs of the palace; 
and he had already told many of his friends directly that they 
ought not to appear before him, nor come into the palace : and 
the reason of this injunction was, that [when they were there] 
he had less freedom of acting, or a greater restraint on himself 
on their account: for at this time it was that he expelled Andro- 
machus and Gemellus; men who had of old been his friends, 
and been very useful to him in the affairs of his kingdom; and 
been of advantage to his family, by their ambassages and coun- 
sels; and had been tutors to his sons; and had in a manner the 
first degree of freedom with him. He expelled Andromachus 
because his son Demetrius was a companion to Alexander; and 
Gemellus, because he knew that' he wished him well; which 
arose from his having been with him in his youth, when he was 
at school, and absent at Rome. These he expelled out of his 
palace, and was willing enough to have done worse by them^ 
but that he mi^ht not seem to take such liberty against men of 
80 great reputation, he contented himself with depriving them of 
their dignity, and of their power to hinder his wicked proceed- 



4. Now it was Antipater, who was the cause of all this; who 
when he knew what a mad and licentious way of acting his 
father was in, and had been a great while one of his counsellors, 
he hurried him on, and then thought he should bring liim to do 
somewhat to purpose, when every one that could oppose him 
was taken away. When therefore Andromachus and his friends 
were driven away, and had no discourse nor freedom with the 
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king any longer, the king, in the first place, examined by tor<- 
ture all whom be tliongbt to be faitbful to Alexander, whether 
they knew of any of his attempts against him; but these died 
without having any thing to say to that matter; vi4iich made the 
king more zealous [after discoveries], when he cotild not find out 
what evil proceedings he suspected them of. As for Antipater, 
be was very sagacious to raise a calunlny agamst those that were 
really innocent, as if their denial was only their constancy and 
fidelity [to Alexander], and thereupon provoked Herod to dis- 
cover, by the torture of great numbers, what attempts were still 
concealed. Now there was a certain person among the ttiany 
that, were tortured, who said, diat he knew that the young man 
had often said, that when he was commended a§ a tall man in his 
body, and a skilful marksman, and that in his other commendable 
exercises he exceeded all men^ these qualifications given hiin by 
nature, though good in themselves, were not advantageous to 
him, beause his father was grieved at them, and envied hiin for 
them; and that wh^n he walked along with his father, he en- 
deavoured to depress and shorten himself, that he might not ap- 
pear too tall; and that when he shot at any thing as he was hunt- 
ing, when his fadier was by, he missed his mark on purpose, 
for he knew how ambitious his father was of being superior in 
such exercises. So when the inan was tormented about this 
saying, and had ease given his body after it, he added, that he 
bad his brother Aristobulus for his assistance; and contrived to 
lie in wait for tiieir father, as they were hunting, and kill him: 
and when they had dode so^ to fly to Rome, and desire to hkve 
the kingdotn given them. There were also letters of the young 
man found, written to his brother; wherein he complained that 
his father did not act justly in giving Antipater a country, whose 
[yearljQ revenues amounted to two hundred talents. Upon these 
confessions, Herod presently thought he had somewhat to de- 
pend oti, in his own opinion, Sis to his suspicion about his sons: 
so he took up Alexander and bound him; yet did he still con- 
tinue to be uneasy; and was not quite satisfied of the truth of 
what he had heard; and when he came to recollect himselF, hfe 
found that they had only made juvenile complaints and conten- 
tions; and that it was aU incredible thing, that when his son 
should have slain him he should openly go to Rome [to beg the 
kingdom]; so he was desirous to have some surer mark of his 
son's- wickedness; and was very solicitous about it, that he 
might not rifjpear to have condemned him to be put in prison 
too rashly: so he tortured thtf prinfcipal of Alexander's fHends, 
^and put not a few of thfem to death; without gettmg stny bf tte 
^hitigs out of them which he suspected. And white Herod v^ 
¥ery- busy about this matter, and the palace was full of terrbr aiid 
double, bne of the youhger sort, when he was in the Utmost 
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agony, confessed thai Alexander had sent to bis frieade at Rcmie, 
and desired that he might be qttickly invited thidier by Csraar; 
and that he coald discover a plot against him; that Mitbridates, 
the king of Parthia^ was joined in friendship with his father 
agamst the Romans; and that he had a poisonous potion ready 
{prepared at Askelon. 

5, To these accusations Herod gave credit; and enjoyed 
hereby, in his miserable case, some sort of consolation in excuse 
of his rashness, as flattering himself with finding things in so 
bad a condition: but as for the poisonous potion which he 
laboured to find, he could find none. As for Aiexandei^, he was 
very desirous to aggravate the vast misfortunes he was under; so 
he pretended not to deny the accusations, but punished the rash«- 
ness of his father widi a greater crime of hb own; and perhaps 
he was willing to make his father ashamed of his easy belief of 
such calumnies: he aimed especially, if he could gain belief to 
his story, to plague him, and his whole kingdom; for he wrote 
four letters and sent them to him, that ** he did not need to torture 
any more persons, for he had plotted against him ; and that he 
had for his partners, Pheroras and the most faithful of his friends; 
and that Salome came in to him by nighty and that she lay with 
him whether he would or no; and that all men were come to be 
of one mind, to make away with him as socmb as they could, and 
so get clear of the continual fear they were in from him/' 
Among these were accused Ptolemy and Sapinius, who were 
the most faithfid friends to the king* And what more can be 
said, hnt that those who before were the most intimate friends 
were become wild beasts to one another, as if a certain madness 
had fallen upon them; while there was no room for defence or 
refutation, in order to the discov^ of the truth, but all were at 
random doomed to destruction; so that some lamented those 
that were in prison; some those that were put to death; and 
others lamented that they were in expectation of the same 
miseries: and a melancholy solitude rendered the kingdom de- 
formed, and quite the reverse to that happy state it was for- 
merly in. Herod's own Itfe also was entirely disturbed ; and be*- 
cause he could trust nobody, be was sorely punished by the ex* 
pectation of farther misery; for he often fancied in his imagina- 
tion, that his son had fallen upon him, or stood by him with a 
sword in his hand; and thus was his mind night and day intent 
upon this thing, and revolved it over and over, no oAerwise than 
if he were under a distraction. And this was the sad condition 
Herod was now in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, heard of the 
state that Herod was in, and l^ing in great distress about bis 
daughter, and the young man [her husband], and grieving with 
Herod, as with a man that was his friend, on account of so great 
a disturbance as he was under^ he eame [to Jerusalem] on pur- 
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pose to compose their d^ereDces: and when he found Herod 
in such a temper, he thought it wholl^y uoseasonahie to repn&ve 
him, or to pretand that he had done any thing rashly ; for tbmt 
he shonld mereby naturally bring him to dispute the point with 
him, and by still more aiid .more apologizing for himself to be 
the more irritated; he went therefore another way to work, in 
order to correct the former misfortunes, and appeared angry at 
the young man; and said that Herod bad been so very mild a 
•man that he had not acted a rash part at all. He also said be 
would dissolve his daughter's marriage with Alexander, not 
could in justice spare his own daughter, if she were conscious of 
any thing, and did not inform Herod of it. When Archeiaus 
appeared to be of this temper, and otherwise than Herod ex- 
pected or imagined, and, for the main, took Herod's part, and 
was angry on his account, the king abated of his harshness, and 
took occasion from his appearing to have acted justly hitherto, 
to come by degrees to put on the affection of a father, and was 
on both sides to be pitied; for when some persons refuted the 
calumnies that were laid on the young man, he was thrown into 
a passion ; but when Archeiaus joined in the accusation, he was 
dissolved into tears and sorrow after an affectionate manner. 
Accordingly he desired that he would not dissolve his son's 
marriage, and became not so angry as before at his offences. So 
when Archelkus had brought him to a more moderate temper, he 
transferred the calumnies upon his friends; andsaid^ it must be 
owing to them that so young a man, and one unacquainted with 
malice, was corrupted; and he supposed that there was^niore 
reason to suspect the brother than the son. Upon which Herod 
was very much displeased at Pheroras; who indeed now had no 
one that could make a reconciliation between him and his brother. 
So when he saw that Archeiaus had the greatest power with 
Herod, he betook himself to him in the habit of a mourner, and 
like one that had all the signs upon him of an undone man. 
Upon this, Archeiaus did not overlook the intercession he made 
to him, nor yet did he undertake to change the king's disposition 
towards him immediately; and he said, that it was better for 
him to come himself to the king, and confess himself the occa- 
sion of all ; that this would make the king's anger not to be so 
extravagant towards him; and that then he would be present 
to assist him. When he had persuaded him to this, he gained 
his point with both of them; and the calumnies raised against 
the young mau were, beyond all expectation, wiped off. And 
Archeiaus, as* soon as he had made the reconciliation, went 
then away to Cappadocia, having proved at this juncture of 
time the most acceptable person to Herod in the world; on 
which account he gave him the richest presents, as tokens of his 
respects to him ; and being on other occasions magnanimous, he 
esteemed him one of his dearest friends. He also made an 
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fagreemeDt with bim tfiat he wonld go to Rotne, because he bad 
written to Caesar about these aiFatrs; so they went together as 
fiir as Antiochy and there Herod made a reconciliation between 
Arehelaus and Titus, the president of Syria, who had been greatly 
at variance, and so returned back to Judea. 



CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the Revolt of the Trachonites: how Sy Ileus accused 
Herod before C^ar: and how Herod^ when Casar was angry 
at him^ resolved to send Nicolaus to Rome. 

§ 1. When Herod had been at Rome, and was come back 
again, a war arose between him and the Arabians, on the occa- 
sion following: the inhabitants of Trachonitis, after Caesar had 
taken the country away from Zenodorus, and added it to Herod, 
had not now power to rob; but were forced to plough the land, 
and to live quietly, which was a thing they did not like; and 
when they did take that pains, the ground did not produce much 
fruit for them. However, at the tirst the king would not permit 
them to rob, and so they abstained from that unjust way of 
living upon their neighbours, which procured Herod a great 
reputation for his care: but when he was sailing to Rome, it was 
at that time when he went to accuse his son Alexander, and to 
commit Antipater to Caesar's protection ; the Trachonites spread 
a report as if he were dead; and revolted from his dominion; 
and betook themselves again to their accustomed way of robbing 
their neighbours : at which time the king's commanders subdued 
them during his absence ; but about forty of the principal rob- 
bers, being terrified by those that had been taken, left the country, 
and retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining them, after he had 
missed of marrying Salome, and gave them a place of strength, 
in which they dwelt. So they overran not only Judea, but all 
Celesyria also, and carried off the prey, while Sylleus afforded 
them places of protection and quietness during their wicked 
practices. But when Herod came back from Rome, he per- 
ceived that his dominions had greatly suffered by them ; and since 
he could not reach the robbers themselves, because of the secure 
retreat they had in that country, and which the Arabians' govern- 
ment afforded them; and yet being very uneasy at the injuries 
they had done him, he went over all Trachonitis, and slew their 
relations; whereupon these robbers were more angry than be- 
fore; it being a law among them to be avenged on the mur- 
derers of their relations by all possible, means; so they con- 
tinued to tear and rend every thing under Herod's dominion 
with impunity: then did he discourse about these robberies to 
Saturninus and Yolumnius; and required that they should be 
punished: upon which occasion they still the more confirmed 
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tbeiDS^lTes in their robberies^ atid beamie more riunieious; aad 
flui4e verj great diftnrbaoces; lajing WMte tke countries and 
viUmgefi that belonged to Herod's kingdom, and killii^ those 
men whom they caught; till these unjust proceedings came to 
be like a real war; for the robbers were now become about m 
thousand. At which Herod was sore displeased, and required 
the robbers, as well as the money which he had lent Obodas, by 
Sylleus, which wassixly talents; and since the time of payment 
was now past, he desired to have it paid him; but Sylleus, who 
had laid Obodas aside, and maiiaged all by himself, denied that 
die robbers were in Arabia, and put off the payment of the 
money; about which there was a hearing before Satumintis and 
Volunmius, who were then the presidents of Syria*. At last, 
be by their means agreed that within thirty days' time, Herod 
should be paid his money; and that each of them should de* 
liver up the other's subjects reciprocally. Now, as to Herod, 
there was not one of the other's subjects found in hb kingdom, 
either as doing any Injustice, or on any other account; but it 
was proved that the Arabiaus had the robbers amongst them. 

2. When the day appointed for payment of the money was 
past, without Sylleus's performing any part of his agreement, 
and he was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the payment of the 
money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia should be de- 
livered up; and, by the permission of Satuminus and Volumnius, 
executed die judgment himself upon those that were refractory. 
He took an army that he had, and led it into Arabia, and in three - 
days' time marched seven mansions; and when became to the gar- 
rison wherein the robbers were, he made an assault upon them, 
and took them all; and demolished the place, which was called 
ttaqpta, but did no harm to any others: but as the Arabians came 
to their assistance, under Naceb their captain, there ensued a bat- 
tle, wherein a few of Herod's soldiers, and Naceb, the captain 
of the Arabians, and about twenty of his soldiers fell^ while the 
rest betook themselves to flight. So when he had brought these 
to punishment, he placed three thousand Idumeans in Tracho- 
nitis, and thereby restrained the robbers that were there. He 
also sent an account to the captains that were about Phenicia, 
and demonstrated that be had done nothing but what he ought 
to do, in punishing the refractory Arabians; which, upon an ex- 
act inquiry, they found to be no more than what was true. 

3. However, messengers were hasted away to Sylleus to 
jElome, and informed him what had been done, and, as is usual, 
aggravated every thing. Now Sylleus had already insinuated 
himself into the knowledge of CsBsar, and was then about the 
palace; and as soon as he heard of these things, he changed his 

* lliese joint presidents olT Syria, Saturninus an^ Volumnios, were not per- 
llkps of t^m] adtfaority ; Wt t^6 iHtter like ft pi^curator aoder the Ibrmer ; as 
titt v«ry learned Norls and Pagi, adi Willi tbtm Dr. Hadson, determine. 
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habit into bladk, aod went ia and told CaB9ai-| that /' Af«fbtoi.Mraa 
afflicted witb War, and that all his kingdom was in: great CfOnfu- 
sion, upon Herod's laying it waste mSk his avniy; and be )said| 
with tears in his eyes, that two thousand fi?e hundred of the 
principal men among the Arabians had been destroyed, and that 
their captain, Nacebus, his familiar friend and kinsman, waa 
slain; and that the riches that were at Raepta were earried.off; 
and that Obodas was despised, whose infirm state of body fen^ 
dered him unfit for war: On which account neither he nor die 
Arabian army were present/' When Sylleus 9aid so, and added 
invidiously, that ** he would not himself have come out of the 
epuntry, unless he had believed that Caesar wpiild have pro- 
vided diat they should, all have peace one with another^ mid that, 
had he been there, he would have taken care that the war should 
not have been to Herod's advantage." Cassar was provoked 
when this was said; and asked no more than tbia. one question, 
both of Herod's friends that were there, aiid of hia own friends, 
who were come from Syria, '' Whether Herod. bad led an army 
thither?'' and when they were forced to confesa.so much, Qnaaf, 
without staying to hear for what rea9on he did it^.and how it was 
done, grew very angry, and wrote to Herod sharply. The silor 
of his epistle was this: that ^' where|is of .old he had. used him 
as his friend, he should now use him as his subject." Sylleus.also 
wrote an account of this to the Arabians; who were so>elevated 
with it, that they neither delivered up the robbers that Jiad Jied 
to them, nor paid the money that was due: they retained those 
pastures also which they had hired, and kept them without pay- 
ing their rent, and all this because the king of the Jews was now 
in a low condition, by reason of Caesar^s anger at him. Those 
of Trachonitis also made use pf this onportunity, and rose up 
against the Idumean garrison, and followed the same way of 
robbing with the Arabians, who had pillaged their country, and 
were more rigid in their unjust proceedings, not only in order to 
get by it, but by way of revenge also. * 

4. Now Herod was forced to b^ar all tbis^ that confidence* of 
his being quite gone with which Ceesar's fikvour used ta inspire 
him ; foi* C^sar would not admit so much as ati embassage from 
him) to make an apology for him : and when they eame again, 
he sent them away without suceess» So he was east into sad- 
tiessand fear; and Sy Ileus's circunratatices grieved him exceed- 
ingly, who was now believed by Caesar, and was present at 
Rom(3, nay, sometimes aspiring higher. Now it ^cbme to pass 
that Obodas was dead : and Eneas, whose name wtis afterward 
changed to Atet^^, took the government, for Syllesis ead^a- 

^ lUb Atttas was now became bo established a aame Air th^ kings bf Ai^bhi 
[at Petra and Daltescus], that when the crown came to this Eneas he changed 
bis name to AretM^ as Havercamp here justly observes. See Antiq. B. jdii* fih. 
zv. sect. 3. 
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voored by calumQi«» to get faim turned out of hb principfditjr, 
that he might himself take it; with which design he gave much 
money to the courtiers, and promised much money to Caesar, 
who indeed was angry that Aretas had not a&at to him first be- 
fore he took the kingdom ; yet did Eneas send an epistle and 
presents to Caesar^ and a golden crown of the weight of many 
talents. Now that epistle accused Sylleus as having been a 
wicked servant, and having killed Obodas by poison ; and that 
while he was alive, he had governed him as he pleased ; and 
had also debauchi&d the wives of the Arabians; and had bor- 
rowed money, in order to obtaih the dominion for himself; yet 
did not Csesar give heed to these accusations, but sent his am^ 
bassadors back, without receiving any of his presents : but in the 
meantime the affairs of Judea and Arabia became worse and 
worse, partly because of the anarchy they were under, and partly 
because, bad as they were, nobody had power to govern them ; 
for of the two kings the one was not yet confirmed in his king- 
dom, and so had not authority sufficient to restrain the evil 
doers; and as for Herod, Caesar was immediately angry at him, 
for havihg avenged himself, and so he was compelled to bear 
all the injuries that were offered him. At length, when he saw 
no end of the mischief which surrounded him, he resolved to 
send ambassadors to Rome again, to see whether his friends had 
prevailed to mitigate Csesar, and to address themselves to Caesar 
himself: and the ambassador he sent thither was Nicolaus of Da- 
mascus. 



CHAP. X. 

How Eurycles falsely accused HerocFs Sons; and how their Fa- 
ther bound them, and wrote to desar about them. Of Syl- 
leus, and how he was accused by Nicolaus* 

§ 1. The disorders about Herod's family and children about 
this time grew much worse ; for it now appeared certain, nor 
was it unforeseen beforehand, that fortune threatened the great- 
est and most unsupportable misfortunes possible to his kingdom. 
Its progress and augmentation at this time arose on the occasion 
following: one Eurycles, a Lacedemonian (a person of note 
there, but a man of a perverse mind, and so cunning in his ways 
of voluptuousness and flattery, as to indulge both, and yet seem 
to indulge neither of them), catpe in his travels to Herod, and 
made him presents, but so that he received more presents from 
him. He also took such proper seasons for insinuating himself 
into his friendship, that he became one of the most intimate of 
the kinff's friends. He had his lodging in Antipater's house ; 
but he had not only access, but free conversation with Alexan- 
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der, fcis pretending, to him that be Was in great favoar with Ar* 
chelaus^ the king of Cappadocia ; whence he pretended much 
respect to Glaphyra, and in an occult manner cultivated a friend- 
ship with them ail, but always attending to what was said and 
done, that he might be furnished with calumnies to please them 
all. In shorty he behaved himself so to every body in his con* 
versation, as to appear to be his particular friend, and he made 
others believe that his being any where was for that person's ad- 
vantage. So he won upon Alexander, who was but young, and 
persuaded him that he might open his grievances to him with as- 
surance, and with nobody else. So he declared bis grief to him, 
how his father was alienated from him. He related to him also 
the affairs of his mother, and of Antipater; that he had driven 
"ihem from their proper dignity, and had the power over every 
thing himself; that no part of this was tolerable, since his father 
was already come to hate them; and, he added, that be would 
neither admit them to his table, nor to his conversation. Such 
were the complaints, as was but natural, of Alexander about 
the things that troubled him : and these discourses Eurycles car* 
ried to Antipater ; and told him, he did not inform him of this 
on his own account, but that being overcome by his kindness, 
the great importance of the thing obliged him to do it : and he 
warned him to have a care of Alexander, for that what he had said 
was spoken with vehemency, and that, in consequence of what 
he said, he would certainly kill him with his own hand. Where- 
upon Antipater, thinking him to be bis friend by this advice, 
gave him presents upon all occasions, and at length persuaded 
him to inform Herod of what he had heard. So when he re- 
lated to the king Alexander's ill temper, as discovered by the 
words he had heard him speak, he was easily believed by him, 
and he thereby brought the king to that pass, turning him about 
by his words, and irritating him, till he mcreased his hatred to 
him, and made him implacable, which he showed at that very 
time, for he immediately gave Eurycles a present of fifty talents; 
who, when he had gotten them, went ta Archelaus,.king of Cap- 
padocia, and commended Alexander before him, and told him 
that he had been many ways of advantage to him, in making a 
reconciliation between him and his father. So he got money 
from him also, and went away before his pernicious practices 
were found out : but when Eurycles was returned to Lacede* 
mon, he did not leave off doing mischief; and so, for his many 
acts of injustice, he was banished from his own country. 

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not now in the 
temper he was in formerly towards Alexander and Aristobuhis, 
when he had been content with the hearing their calumnies when 
others told him of them, but he was now come to that pass as to 
hate them himself^ and to urge men to speak a^inat them. 
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tkdugh tlM^ did not do it 0f tiM«iid¥«i« He ilsa oliaerved all 
tbit wa» said, and put questions^ idaid ga? e ear to evtij one tbl^ 
Would but speaky if they couU but say any thiog against then^ 
till at. length be heapd that £aaratus of Cos was a conspirator 
with Alexander; which thing to Herod wlis the most agreeable 
and. sweetest newa imaginable. 

3. Bat still a greater misfortune <^anie upon the young men; 
while the calnmmes against them were continually increased, 
and, as a^man may- say v one would think it was every one's en- 
deavour to lay some grievous thing to their duu^ge, which might 
appean to be for die king's preservation. There were two guards 
of Herod's body, who were in great esteem for thek stuength 
and tallness, Jnomidns and Tyrennus ; ihese men had been cast 
off by cHerody who was displeased at them; these now used to 
lide aking^wilh Alexander, and for their skill in their e^rcises 
were in great esteem with' faim, and had some gold and other 
gilb bestowed on them. Now the king, having an immediate 
flttspicion of these men, had them tortured : who endured the 
tordB^ courageously for a long time, but at last confessed, that 
Alexander would have persuaded them to kill Herod, when he 
was in pursuit of the wild beasts, that it might be said be fell 
from his horsey and was run through with his own spear, for that 
ho had one such a> mbfiMrtune formerly. They also showed 
where there was money hidden in the stable under ground; and 
these oonivicUd the • ksng^s chief hunter, that he bad given the 
young men the royal Anting spears, and weapons to Alexan- 
d^'s dependents^ at Ale^^ander's command. 

4. Afibar these thecmnmandd' of the garrison of Alexandrium 
was naught «nd tortured; for he was accused to have promised 
to leoeive the young men into his fortress, and to supply them 
with' that imoney of the king's which was iaul up in that fortress; 
yet did.aot.he acknowledge any thing of it himself; but his son 
came in, and said it was so, and delivered up the writing, which, 
90. far as >eould be* guessed, was in Alexander's hand. Its con- 
tents were these ; ^ When we have finished^ by God's help, all 
that we have proposed to do, we will come to yoit ;' but do youf 
endeavours^ as you have fMromised, to receive us into youf for- 
trea^'^ After this writiq^'was produced, Herod had no doubt 
about the tmaaherofis desigm of his sons against him. But Alex<- 
ander said^that Diophsoitus, the scribe, had imitated his hand, 
and that the) paper was maliciously drawn up by Antipater ; for 
Diophantos appearadto be very cunning in aucb praqtices, and 
as he was afterwards convicted of forging -other papers, he was 
put to death for it. 

5. So. the king produced those that had been tortured before 
die nmlticudeat Jericho, in order to have them aocude the young 
men; which accuaars many of the people 'Stoned 10 death; and 
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when they were going to. kiU Alexander and Ariatobulus like^ 
wi<6,.the king M'ouldnot permit them to do so, butxiostraijaed t^ 
maititudei by the means of Ptolemy and Pheroias. However^ 
the yottog men were put under a guard, and kep^ in cikt^^, that 
nobody might come at them ; and all that they did or said was 
watched; and the reproach and fear they wi^ve.in waa little or 
nothing different from those ol condeina«d criminals:, and one 
of them, who was Aristobulna^ w^ so deeply affected, that he 
broaght Salome, who was bis aunt and his metherhiiirflawi to la* 
ment with him fov his calamities,, and to bate bimiivho had sii& 
fered things to come to l^at pass; when he said. to her, '^ Art 
not thou in danger of deslvuctioo also, while the repoit goes 
that thou hadst disclosed befcu'ehand all our affairs to SyUeus, 
when diou wast in hopes o£ bebg married to, hini ?" But: she 
immediately carried those words to her hmtber. Upon .this .he 
was out of patience ; and gave coiQmand to bindjimi ; and en» 
joined them both, now they were kept separate one from the 
other, to write down the ill things they had done against their 
fether, and bring the writings to bun. So when this viws.enjoined 
tbem, they wrote this, that they bad laid no trea0heroas.de8igiis 
nor made any preparations against their iather : .but ibat they had 
intended to % away; and that by the distress they were in, their 
laves being now uncertain and teitious to tbem. 

6. About this time there came an ambassador out of Cappa» 
docia, from Arcbela«i8, whose name V9tk8 Meleu: he was one of 
the principal cuieni under him. So He^od, being deskoua to 
show Archelaus'sill will to him, called for Alexander, as he 
was in h}s.b<mds, and asked him a^on concerning his flight, whi- 
ther and how they had. resolved to retire? Alexander replied, 
'' To Archelaus, who had promised to soid them away to Rome ; 
bul that they had no wicked nor mischievous deaigds against 
their father; and that nothing, of that nature which, dbeir adver<- 
saries had charged upon diem was true; and that! their desire 
was, that he might have examined TyrannuB and Jumndusmore 
strictly ; but that they had been suddenly slain by the means of 
Aatipater, who put hu own friends among the maltitude [for that 
purpose]/' 

7. When this was said, Herod commanded that both Alexauf 
der and Melas should be carried to Gkipbyra,.ArohelaaB's^dattgli*^ 
ter; and that she should be asked, whc^er she did not know 
someivhat of Alexander's treacherous designs against Herod I 
Now as soon as they were come to.lieK, and she saw Alexander 
in bonds, she beat her bead, and, in a gnat consternation, gave 
a deep and moving groan.: The young man also fell into tears* 
This was so miseraUe a spectacle to dioee present^ that, for a 
great while, they were not able to say or to cb any thing ;^but 
at length Ptolemy, who was ordered to bring Alexander, bid 
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him say I whether his wife were conscious of his actions? He 
replied, ^^ How is it possible that she, whom I love better than 
my own soul, and by whom I have had children, should not know 
what I do i Upon which she cried out, that '^ she knew of no 
wicked designs of his ; but that y et, if her accusing herself falsely 
would tend to his preservation, she would confess it all." Alex- 
ander replied, ^* There is no such wickedness as those (who 
ought the least of all so to do) suspect, which either I have ima- 
gined, or thou knowest of, but this only, that we had resolved 
to retire to Archelaus, and from thence to Rome." Which she 
also confessed. Upon which Herod, supposing that Archelaus's 
ill will to him was fully proved, sent a letter by Olympus and 
Volumnius, and bid them, as they sailed by, to touch at Eleusa 
of Cilicia, and gave Archelaus the letter. And that when they 
had expostulated with him, that he had a hand in his son's trea- 
cherous design against him, they should from thence sail to 
Rome; and that, in case they found Niccdaus had gained any 
ground, and that Caesar was no longer displeased at him, he 
should give him his letters, and the proofs which he had ready 
to show against the young men. As to Archelaus, he made this 
defence for himself, that ^' he had promised to receive the young 
men, because it was both for their own and their father's advan- 
tage so to do, lest some too severe procedure should be gone 
upon in that anger and disorder they were in on occasion of the 
present suspicions; but that still he had not promised to send 
them to Caesar; and that he had. not promised any thing else to 
the young men that could show any ill will to him«" 

8. When these ambassadors were come to Rome, they had 
a fit opportunity of delivering . their letters to Caesar, because 
they found him reconciled to Herod; for the circumstances of 
Nicolaus's ambassage had been as follows: As soon as he was 
cdme to Rome, and was about the court, he did not first of all 
set about what he was come for only, but he thought fit also to 
accuse Sylleus. Now . the Arabians, even before be came to 
talk with them, were quarrelling one with another; and some pf 
them left Sylleus's party, and, joining themselves to Nicolaus, 
informed him of all the wicked things that had been done ; and 
produced to him evident demonstrations of the slaughter of a 
great number of Obodas's friends by Sylleus: for when these men 
left Sylleus, they had carried off with them those letters whereby 
they could convict bim^ When Nicolaus saw such an oppor- 
tunity afforded him, he made;Use.of it, in order to gam bis .own 
point afterward, and endeavoured immediately to make a recon- 
ciliation between Cffisar and Herod; for he was fully sati8fie4 
that if he should desire to make a defence for Herod directly, he 
should not be allowed that liberty; but that if he desire to ac-. 
cuse Sylleus, there would an occasion present itself of speakii^ 
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t)ii Herod*8 behalf. So when the cause was ready for a bear- 
ixtgy and the day was appointed, Nicolaus, while Aretas's ambas* 
sadors were present, accused Sylleua, and said, that *' he im- 
puted to him the destruction of the king [Obodas], and of many 
others of the Arabians: that he had borrowed money for no good 
design; and he proved that lie had been guilty of adultery, not 
only with the Arabian, but Roman women also/' And he 
added, that ** above all the rest he had alienated Caesar from 
Herod; and all that he had said about the actions of Herod were 
falsities.'^ When Nicolaus was come to this topic, Caesar stop- 
ped him from going on ; and desired him only to speak to this 
afiair of Heroas ; and to show that ^' he had not led an army 
into Arabia*, nor slain two thousand five hundred men there, nor 
'taken prisoners, nor pillaged the country." To which Nicolaus 
made this answer; " I shall principally demonstrate, that either 
nothing at all or but a very little of those imputations are true, 
of which thou hast been informed; for had they been true, thou 
raightest justly have been still more angry at Herod/' At this 
strange assertion Caesar was very attentive : and Nicolaus said^ 
that " there was a debt due to Herod of five hundred talents, and 
a bond, wherein it was written, that if the time appointed be 
elapsed, it should be lawful to make a seizure out of any part of 
his country. As for the pretended army, he said it was no army, 
but a party sent out to require the just payment of the money: 
that this was not sent immediately, nor so soon as the bond al- 
lowed, but that Sylleus had frequently come before Saturninus 
and Volumnius, the presidents of Syria; and that at last he had 
sworn at Berytus*, by thy fortune, that he would certainly pay 
the money within thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives that 
were under his dominion. And that when Sylleus had per- 
formed nothing of this, Herod came again before the presidents, 
and upon their permission to make a seizure for his money, he 
with difficulty went out of his country with a party of soldiers for 
that purpose. And this is all the war which these men so tra- 
gically describe ; and this is the affair of the expedition into Ara- 
bia. And how can this be called a war ? when thy presidents 
permitted it ; the covenants allowed it ; and it was not executed 
till thy name, O Caesar, as well as that of the other gods, had 
been profaned. And npw I must speak in order about the cap- 
tives. . There were robbers that dwelt in Trachonitis: at first 
their number was no more than forty, but they became more 
afterwards, and they escaped the punishment Herod would have 
inflicted on them, by making Ai'abia their refuge. Sylleus re- 
ceived them, and supported them with food, that they might be 

* This oath, by the fortune of Qeaarj was put to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, 
by the Romao governor, to try whether he were a Christian, as they were then 
esteemed who refused to swear that oath. Martyr. Polycarp, sect. 9, 

VOL. 11. D D 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



40^ ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS* B. XVl. 

miscljievous to all mankind; and gave them a country to ihba^ 
bity and himself received the gains they made by rotiibery : yet 
did he promise that he would deliver up these m^j pad. that by 
the same oaths, and by the same time that be sware and fix;ed for 
-payment of his debt; nor can he by any means show that 4ny 
other persons have at this time been taken oujt of Arabia besides 
these; and indeed not all these neither, but only so many as 
could not ponceal themselves. And thus does the calumny of 
the captives, which hath been so odiously rc^presented, appear to 
be no better than a fiction and a lie made on purpose to provoke 
thy indignation : for I venture to affirm, that when the forces of 
the Arabians came upon us, and one or two- of Herod's party 
fell, he then only defended himself, and there fell Nacebus their 
general, and in all about twenty five others, and no more; 
whence Sylleus, by multiplying every sinjgle soldier to a hun- 
dred, he reckons the slain to have been two thousand five hun- 
dred." 

g. This provoked Caesar more than ever : so he turned to Syl- 
leus full of rage, and asked him how many of the Arabians 
were slain ? Hereupon he hesitated, andt said hehad been im- 
posed upon. The covenants also were read about the mone; he 
had borrowed, and the letters of the presidents of Syria, and 
the complaints of the several cities, so many a9 had been injured 
by the robbers. The conclusion was this : that Sylleus was con- 
demned to die, and that C»sar was reconciled to Herod, and 
owned his repentance for what severe things he had written to 
him occasioned by calumny ; insomuch that he told Sylleus that 
he had compelled. him, by his lying account of things, to be 
guilty of ingratitude.against a man that was his friend. At the . 
last all came to this: Sylleus was sent away to answer Herod's 
suit, and to repay the debt that he owed, and after that to be 
.punished [with death] : but still Qesar mas offended with.Are- 
tas, that he had taken upon himself the government, without his 
consent first obtained, for he had determine to bestow Arabia 
upon Herod; but that the letters he had sent hindered him from 
so doing, for Olympus and yolumnius, per^^iving that Caesar 
was now become favourable to llerod, thpMght fit immedi^ttely 
- to deliver him the letters they were commanded by Herod to 
give him concerning his sons. When C^sar had read theqa,.he 
thought it would not be proper to add another government to 
him, now he was old, and in a^ ill state witb.rdatioii to his sons, 
so he admitted Aretas's ambassadors ; and after be had just re- 
proved him for his rashness, in not tarrying till JhjB received the. 
kingdom from him, he accepted of his presents, and confirmed 
him in his government. 
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CHAP. XI. 

How Herod f hy Permission from Ctesar^ accused his Sons before 
an Assembly of Judges at Berytus ; and what Tero sujfered 
for using a boundless and military Liberty of Speech, Con- 
cerning also the Death of the young Men, and their Burial 
at Alexandrium, 

§ 1. So Cassar vi'as now reconciled to Herod, and wrote thus 
to biniy that ^^ he was grieved for him on account of bis sons ; 
and that in case they had been guiltj of any profane and inso- 
lent crimes against him, it would behove him to punish them as 
parricides, for which he gave him power accordingly ; but if they 
had only contrived to fly away, he would have him give them an 
admonition, and not proceed to extremity with them. He ^Iso 
advised him to get an assembly together, and to appoint some 
place near Berytus'''', which is a city belonging to the Romans, 
and to take the presidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king of Cap- 
padocia, and as many more as he thought to be illustrious for 
their friendship to bim, and the dignities they were in, and deter- 
mine what should be 46ne by their approbation.'' These were 
die directions that Caesar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when 
the letter was brought to him,« was immediately very glad of 
Caesar's r^onciliation to him, and v€iry glad also that he had a 
complete authority given him over his sons. And it strangely 
came about, that whereas beforaj in his adversity, tfaoi^h he had 
indeed showed himself sev^e; yet had he not been very rash, 
nor hasty in procuring the destruction of his sons ; he now, in 
his prosperity, took advantage of this change for the better, an4 
the freedom be now had, to exercise his hatred against them 
after an nnheard-of manner; he therefore sent and called as 
many as he thought fit to this assembly, excepting Archelaus; 
for as for him, he ehher hated him, so that he would not invite 
him, or be thought he would be an obstacle to his designs. 

£. When the presidents, and the rest that belonged to the 
cities, were come to Berytus, he kept his sons in a certain vil- 
lage belonging to Sidon, called PlatanUy but near to this city, 
that if they were called he might produce them : for he did tiot 
tbilkk fit to bring them before the assembly; and when there 
were one hundred atid fifty assessors- present, Herod came by 
himself alone and accused bis sons, and that in such a way as if 
it were tiot a meianeholy accusation, and not made but out of 

* tV^bat ^osephus relales Augustus to have here said, thsit Berytus was a city 
belongidg to the Romans, is confirtned by Spanheim's notes here. ^ It was,*' 
tays he, ** a colony placed there by Avgostas." Whence Ulpian, De cens. bel. 
L. T. XT. The colony of Befytus wtu rendered famous by the benejits of C^sar. 
And thence it is, that among the coins of Augustusj we meet with some having 
this Inscription: The happy colony of Augustus at Berytus, 
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necessity, and upon the misfortunes he was under; indeed in 
such a way as was very indecent for a father to accuse his sons ; 
for he was very vehement and disordered when he came to the 
demonstration of the crime they were accused of, and gave the 
greatest signs of passion and barbarity ; nor would he suffer the 
assessors to consider of the weight of the evidence^ but asserted 
theai to be true by his own authority, after a manner most inde- 
cent in a father against his sons ; and read himself what they 
themselves had written, wherein there was no confession of any 
plots or contrivances against him ; but only how they had con- 
trived to fly away, and containing withal certain reproaches 
against him, on account of the ill will he bare them ; and when 
he came to those reproaches, he cried out most of all, and ex- 
aggeratted what they said as if they had confessed the design 
against him, and toqk his oath that he had rather lose his life 
than hear such reproachful words. At last he said, that ^'.he 
^d sufficient authority, both by nature and by Csesar's grant to 
him [to do what he thought fit]. He also added an allegntion 
of a law of their country, which enjoined this: that if parents 
laid their hands on the head of him that was accused, the sti^ndei^ 
by were obliged to cast stones at him, .and thereby to. slay him ; 
which though he were ready to do in his own country and king- 
dom, yet did he wait for their determination; that yet they 
came thither not so much as judges, to condemn them for such 
manifest designs against him, whereby he bad. almost perished 
by his son's means ; but as persons that had an opportunity of 
showing their detestation of such practices, and declaring how 
unworthy a thing it must be in. any, even the most remote, to 
pass over such treacherous, designs [without punishment]." 

3. When the king had. said this, and the young men had not 
been produced to make any defence for themselves, the assessors 
perceived there was no room for equity and reconciliation; so 
they confirmed his authority. And in the first place, Saturninus, 
a person that bad been consul^ and of great dignity, pronounced 
bis sentence, but with great moderation and trouble ; and said, 
that '^ he condemned Herod's sons, but did not think diey should 
be put to death. He had sons of bis own ; and to put one's son 
to death is a greater misfortune than any other that could befall 
him by their means.'' After him Saturninus's sons, for he bad 
three sons that followed him, and were his legates, pronounced 
the same sentence with their father. On the contrary, Volum- 
nius's sentence was, to inflict death on such as had been so im- 
piously undutiful to their father ; and the greatest part of the 
rest said the same, insomuch that the conclusion seemed to be, 
that the young men were condemned to die. Immediately after 
;this Herod came away from thence, and took his sons to Tyre, 
where Nicolaus met him in bis voyage from Rome; of whom 
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he iiiquired^ after he had related to him what had passed at 
Berytus, what his sentiments were about his sons, and what 
his friends at Rome thought of that matter? His answer was, 
*' That what they had determined to do to thee was impious, and 
that thou oughtest to keep them in prison ; and if thou thinkest 
any thing farther necessary, thou mayest indeed so punish them, 
that thou mayest not appear to indulge thy anger more than to 
govern thyself by judgment ; but if thou inclinest to the milder 
side, thou mayest absolve them, lest perhaps thy misfortunes be 
rendered incurable. And this is the opinion of the greatest part 
of thy friends at Rome also." Whereupon Herod was silent, 
and in great thoughtfulness, and bid Nicolaus sail along with 
him. 

4. Now as they came to Ca^sarea, every body was there talk*^ 
ing of Herod's sons, and the kingdom was in suspense, and the 
people in great expectation of what would become of them ; for 
a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the ancient disorders of 
the family should come to a sad conclusion, and they were in 
great trouble about their sufferings; nor was it without danger 
to say any rash thing about this matter, nor even to hear another 
saying it; but men's pity was forced to be shut up in themselves, 
which rendered the excess of their sorrow very irksome^ but 
very silent; yet was there an old soldier of Herod's whose name 
was Teroj who had a son of the same age with Alexander, and 
his friend, who was so very free, as openly to speak out what 
others silently thought about that matter ; and was forced to cry 
out often among the multitude, and said, in the most unguarded 
manner, ^^ That truth was perished, and justice taken away from 
men, while lies and ill will prevailed, and brought such a mist 
before public affairs, that the offenders were not able to see 
the greatest mischiefs that can befall men." And as be was 
so bold, he seemed not to have kept himself out of danger, by 
speaking so freely ; but the reasonableness of what he said moved 
men to regard him as having behaved himself with great man« 
hood, and this at a proper time also, for which reason every one 
heard what he said with pleasure ; and although they first took 
care of their own safety, by keeping silent themselves, yet did 
they kindly receive the great freedom he took ; for the expecta- 
tion they were in of so great an affliction put a force upon them 
to speak of Tero whatsoever they pleased. 

5. -This man had thrust himself into the king's presence with 
the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with him by himself 
alone, which the king permitted him to do, where he said this : 
^' Since I am not able, O king, to bear up under so great a con- 
cern as I am under, I have preferred the use of this bold liberty 
that I now take, which may be for thy advantage, if thou mind 
to get any profit by it, before my own safety. Whither is thy 
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understaiiding gone, and left thy soul empty i Whither is that 
extraordinary sagacity of thine gone, whereby thou hast per- 
formed so many and such glorious actions ? Whence comes this 
solitude, and desertion of thy friends and relations? Of which I 
eaiinot but determine, that they are neither thy friends nor rela- 
tions, while they overlook suck horrid wickedness in thy once 
happy kingdom. Dost not thou perceive what is doing ? Wilt 
^ou slay these two young men, born of thy queen, who are ac- 
complished with every virtue in the highest degree, and leave 
Hiyself destitute in thy old age, but exposed to one son, who 
hath very ill managed the hopes thou hast given him, and to 
relations whose death thou hast so often resolved on thyself f 
Dost not thou take notice that the very silence of the multitude 
at once sees the crime, and abhors the fact ? The whole army 
and the officers have commiseration on the poor unhappy youths, 
and hatred to those that are the actors in this matter.'' These 
w^ords the king heard, and for some time with good temper. But 
what can one say ? When Tero plainly touched upon the bad 
behaviour and periidiousness of his domestics, he was moved at 
it; but Tero went on farther, and by degrees used an unbounded 
military freedom of speech, nor was he so well disciplined as to 
accommodate himself to the time : so Herod wiis greatly dis- 
turbed, and seeming to be rather reproached by this speech, than 
to be hearing what was for his advantage ; while be learned 
hereby, that both the soldiers abhorred the thing he was about, 
and the officers had indignation at it, he gave order that all 
whom Tero had named, a»d Tero himself, should be bound and 
kept in prison. 

6* When this was over, one Trypho, who was the king's bar- 
ber, took the opportunity and came and told the king that Tero 
would often have'persuaded him, when he trimmed him with a 
razor, to cut his throat; for that by this means he should be 
among the chief of Alexander's friends, and receive great re- 
wards from him. When he had said this, the king gave order 
that Tero and his son, and the barber, should be tortured, which 
was done accordingly ; but while Tero bore up himself, his son, 
seeing his father already in a sad case, and had no hope of deli- 
verance, and perceiving what would be the consequence of his 
terrible sufferings, said, that ''if the king would free him and his 
father from those torments, for what he should say, he would 
tell the truth.^' And when the king had given his word to do 
so, he said, that '' there was an agreement made that Tero should 
lay violent hands on the king, because it was easy for him to 
come when he was alone; and that if when he bad done the 
thing, he should suffer death for it, as was not unlikely, it woald 
be an act of generosity done in favour of Alexander." This 
was what Tero's son said, and thereby freed his father from the 
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distress he was in ; but uncertain it is whether he had been thus 
forced to speak what was true, or whether it were a contrivance 
of his in order to procure his own and his father's deliverance 
from their miseries. 

7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt about the slaugh- 
ter of his sons, there was now no longer any room left in his 
soul for it ; but he had banished away whatsoever might afford 
him the least suggestion of reasoning better about this matter, 
so he already msKle haste to bring his purpose to a conclusion. 
He also brought out three hundred of the officers that were 
under an accusation, as also Tero and his son^ and the barber 
that accused them, before an assembly, and brought an accusa^ 
tioa against them all ; whom the multitude stoned with whatso- 
ever came to, hand, and thereby slew them. Alexander also, 
and Aristobulus, were brought to Sebaste, by their father's com- 
mand, and there strangled \ but their dead bodies were in the 
night time carried to Alexandrium, where their uncle^ by the 
mother's side, and the greatest part of their ancestors had been 



8. * And now perhaps it may not seem unreasonable to some, 
that such an inveterate hatred m^ht increase so much [on both 
sides], as to proceed farther and overcome nature ; but it may 
justly deserve consideration, whether it be to be laid to the charge 
of the young men that they. gave such an occasion to their 
father's anger, and led him to do what he did, and by going on 
long in the same way, put things past remedy, and brought him 
to use them so unmercifully ; or whether it be to be laid to the 
father's charge that he was so hardhearted, and so very tender 
in the desire of government, and of other things that would tend 
to bis glory, that he would take no one into a partnership with 
him, that so whatsoever he would have done himself might con- 
tinue immovable : or indeed, whether fortune have not greater 
power than all prudent reasonings. Whence we are persuaded 
that human actions are thereby determined beforehand by an 
inevitable necessity; and we call her Fate, because there is no- 
thing which is not done by her; wherefore Isupposei it will be 
sufficient to compare this notion with that other, which attri* 
butes somewhat to ourselves,, and renders men not unaccount- 
able for the different conducts of their lives, which notion is no 
other than the philosophical determination of our ancient law. 
Accordingly, of the two other causes of this sad event, any body 
may lay tne blame on the young men, who acted by youthful 
vanity, and pride of their royal birth, that they should bear to 
hear Uie calumnies that were raised against their father, while 

* The reader it here to note, that this eighth section is entirely wanting in the 
old LAtin version, as Spanheim truly obienresi nor is there any other reaaon for 
iff I iuppote, than the great difficulty of an exact traaslatvon. 
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certainly they were not equitable judges of the actions of his 
life, but ill natured in suspecting, and intemperate in speaking 
of it ; and on both accounts easily caught by those that observed 
them, and revealed them to gain favour : yet cannot their father 
he thought worthy of excuse, as to that horrid impiety which be 
was guilty of about them, while he ventured, without any cer- 
tain evidence of their treacherous designs against him, and with- 
out any proofs that they had made preparations for such an 
attempt, to kill his own sons, who were of very comely bodies, 
and the great darlings of other men ; and no way deficient in 
their conduct, whether it were in hunting, or in warlike exer- 
cises, or in speaking upon occasional topics of discourse ; for 
in all these they were skilful, and especially Alexander, who was 
the eldest; for certainly it had been sufficient, even though he 
had condemned them, to have kept them alive in bonds, or to 
let them live at a distance from his dominions in banishment, 
while he was surrounded by the Roman forces, which were a 
strong security to him, whose help would prevent his suffering 
any thing by a sudden onset or by open force ; but for him to 
kill them on the sudden, in order to gratify a passion that go« 
verned him, was a demonstration of insufferable impiety. He 
also was guilty of so great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the 
delays that he made, and the length of time in which the thing '^ 
was done plead at all for his excuse ; for when a man is on a 
sudden amazed, and in commotion of mind, and then commits 
a wicked action, although this be a heavy crime, yet it is a thing 
that frequently happens ; but to do it upon deliberation, and 
after frequent attempts, and -as frequent puttings off, to under- 
take it at last, and accomplish it, was the action of a murderous 
mind, and such as was not easily moved from that which is evil. 
And this temper he showed in what he did afterward, when he 
did not spare those that seemed to be the best beloved of his 
friends that were left; wherein, though the justice of the punish- 
ment caused those that perished to be the less pitied, yet -was 
the barbarity of the man here equal, in that he did not abstain 
from their slaughter also. But of those persons we shall have 
occasion to discourse more hereafter. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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